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PREFACE. 



Ik submitting the following Diary, the Author is fully 
aware that many defects may be discovered. It was for 
the most part jotted down during brief intervals snatched 
from repose, often greatly needed after a hard day's 
professional duty or march. To which may be added, 
his own severe illness and participation in privations 
incidental to the whole army. Under such circumstances 
any literary occupation presented almost insuperable 
difficulties. 

If, in these pages, as the writer trusts, the British 
soldier is shown to have proved himself deserving of 
all the sympathy which has been so universally evinced 
for him, under the greatest trials peculiar to warfare, the 
Author will indeed feel very great satisfaction. 

At first it was intended to omit the many rumours 
recorded, and subsequently unverified. They have, how- 
ever, been retained, as illustrative of the kind of life at 
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VIU PREFACE. . 

the time, and the " hopes and fears" then prevalent ; for 
it need scarcely be added, that in most instances the 
wish was *' &ther" to its expression. 

The professional allusions remain also unexpunged, 
as being sufficiently intelligible to the general reader. 
The ordinarily common-place topic of weather the Author 
has thought it of interest to record, as showing the 
extreme variableness of the dimate in the Crimea. 



Guabdb' Gamp, Sebastofol. 
January^ 1856. 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONTENTS. 



CHAPTER I. 

Page 
Arrival at lifalta — Natiyefl — Cathedral — Rnmooni — St. Elmo— Interior 

of Island — St. Paul's Bay — Carmelite Convent — Yaletta — Civita 
Yecchia — St. Paul's Cave^Procession of Host — Ruins at Crendi — 
Maltese Fishemien—i^ route to the East 1 

CHAPTER II. 

QaDipoli — Constantinople— Caiques and Natives — Exploits of the * Ter- 
riWe ' — Arrival of the Commander-in-Chief— Impressions of Pera — 
Cemeteries — Turkish Melody — Bargaining — The Sweet Waters — 
Turkish Ladies — Lions of Constantinople — Turkish Baths — Dogs 
and Dervishes — The Bosphorus — Therapia — Interior of Country — 
Howling Dervishes 33 

CHAPTER III. 

A sad event — Loss of the * Tiger' — Bashi-Bazouks— Sultan going to 
Mosque — New Palace — Byzantine Wall — Greek Cathedral — Review 
— " Shaves "— " Moves "—Preparations for the Field 72 

CHAPTER IV. 

Departure for Varna — The town suburbs — Egyptian Troops — A Hur- 
ricane — Camp Life — Siege of Silistria raised — A Greek House at 
Varna — The Shops — ** Shaves " — Sickness — Warlike preparations — 
Ravages of Cholera— Arrival of Turkish Fleet 88 



Digitized by 



Google 



X CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER V. 

Pago 
Trayelling in the interior — Camp at Georekli — Effects of climate — Fire 

in Varna — Ravages of Cholera — Brigade marches to Varna — Detach- 
ment at Georekli— Rumoors — A flight of Locusts — Religion and 
Habits of the Bulgarians — Embarkation at Varna— Rendezvous off 
the Crimea 118 

CHAPTER VI. 
Landing in the Crimea — Bivouac — False alarms — On the march — Battle 
of the Alma— After the Battle — March resumed — Alarms at night 
— The Flank March— Encampment at Kade-koi — Capture of Balak- 
lava — General expectations of further success 149 

CHAPTER Vn. 
Illness — Siege preparations — Return to camp— Sebastopol — The trenches 
— Bombardment — Results — Siege operations — Battle of Balaklava — 
Sortie of the Enemy — Sabre wounds — False alarms — Change of 
weather 173 

CHAPTER VIII. 
Battle of Inkermann — Day after the Battle — Enemy's loss — Our posi- 
tion fortified — Commencement of the men's sufferings — Storm of the 
14th — Want of fuel — Reduced rations — Arrival of drafts — Outpost 
afiOur with the enemy — Change of camp 199 

CHAPTER IX. 
Wet weather sets in — Cholera commences in the draft — State of camp- 
Scurvy prevalent — Sufferings of the sick — Weather improved — In- 
crease of scurvy — Effects on the men — Invalided on board ship- 
Drafts arrived for the Brigade— Successful sortie of the enemy- 
Arrival of first instalment of huts— State of things at Balaklava ... 220 

CHAPTER X. 
Effects of charcoal in a tent — Council of War— Variableness of the wea- 
ther — State of the Troops — Disaster in the trenches — Return to 
camp— Detachment at Karani — Use of regulation boots in the 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONTENTS. XI 

Page 
Winter — Want of common medicines and comforts for the sick — 

St. George's Monastery 237 

CHAPTER XI. 
A skeleton corps — Moral results of War — Strength of the brigade of 
Guards — Progress of the siege — Improyements at Balaklaya — Dis- 
astrous reconnaissance — Remoral of the brigade to Balaklava — 
Change in the weather again — Ancient ruins — Dog hunting — 
''Spring Meeting "—Beach at St. George's 267 

CHAPTER XII. 
News of the Czar's Death — Hunting bullocks — Karani Races — Enemjr's 
signals — French sorties — A short truce— Rumoured attack by the 
enemy — Third "Spring meeting" — Market at Kade-koi — Railway 
Acddent — Black Sea fog — Metamorphosis effected at Kade^koi 277 

CHAPTER XIII. 
Second Bombardment — Recall to Head-quarters at Balaklaya — Enemy's 
watch fires — Reconnaissance in the plain — Feyer still prevalent — 
Capture of Rifle Pits— French architectural taste— The Third race. 296 

CHAPTER XIV. 
Arriyal of drafts for the Guards — An Expedition under orders — French 
successes — ^A reconnaissance — Cholera in the draft — Arrival of 
the Sardinian Contingent — Visit to the trenches— Colonel Shad- 
forth's Residence — Second Expedition to Kertch — Sanguinary affiur 
between the French and Russians — Second reconnaissance — lines 
extended — Successes at Kertch — ^Valley of Tchorgoum — Further 
successes in the Sea of Azov 310 

CHAPTER XV. 
Third Bombardment— Cloture of the Mamelon — Return of the Expedi- 
tion from the Sea of Azov — Fourth Bombardment — Unsuccessful 
Assaults on the Malakoff and Redan — Apprehended scarcity of water 
—-Opinions of Native physicians on diseases of the country — 
Returns of mortality of the Guards — Death of Lord Raglan 334 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ill CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER XVL 

Ramours of the Allies taking the field — Heavy trench casualties — Ride 
to Traktir Bridge — Sortie of the Enemy on the Mamelon — Attempt 
to destroy their shipping — Another sortie of the enemy — Kamiesch 
and Katyatch — Autumnal rains — Debilitating effects of the weather 
— Second Spring 361 

CHAPTER XVII. 
liattlo of Traktir— Russian prisoners — Visit to the scene of Battle- 
Fourth lk)mbardment — Accident in camp — Singular casualty in the 
trenches— Apprehended attack by the Enemy in the Field — Explo- 
sion in the Mamelon — Sorties by the Enemy — Fifth Bombardment 
—Assault expected 372 

CHAPTER XVIII. 
Fall of Scbastopol— Interior of Redan — Malakoff— Karabelnaia— The 



Docks 



CHAPTER XIX. 
Fnnich IHiblio Thanksgiving— Fort Constantino— Autumn races — 
Arrival of drafts for the Brigade of Guards— Ride to Baidar— Hut- 
ting oommonood— Aspect of the North side — Rumoured Attack by 
tlio enemy— Kinbum captured by the Allies — Visit to the Cemetery 
Dlncovory of ancient remains 405 

CHAPTER XX. 
\ init Ui Chorson — Explosion in camp — Cholera in the draft — Steeple 
chaso — Stormy weather — Neat order in the British cemeteries — A 
French woman's winter '* get up" — Glass below zero— Concluding 
ohnorvations 426 



A 



Digitized by 



Google 



ERRATA. 

Page S lioe 20. for with ttone floors read stone floors. 

_ 14 -> 7. for a few birds read few birds. 

— 15 — 1. for \ read comma. 

32 — 2. for '* Cla$$iealt** read Classlcftl. 

S2 — 9. for FolcoQOis read Falconars isle. 

— 34 — 1& /or . N read , n (in continuation of sentence.) 

~ 86 — 14. /or are passed. A read were passed ; a (In continuation of 

sentence.) 

.80 — 9. for mingled together read apart from each other. 

— 51 — 4. for other perfect read other more perfect. 

— 51 — 29. for making articles read with articles. 

— 59 — 20. for laborate read elaborate. 

— «1 — IS. for . T read , t (in continuutlon of sentence.) 
. (M — 8. for Judos the r0a4f Judas tree. 

— 64 — 13. for the largest read the larger. 

_ M —29. for Creelc Therapia stands on read Creek of TherapU. 

— 60 — 7. word "then" omitted. 

— 75 —11. rtforf I after " weapons." 

— 81 — 3. read ; a (in continuation of sentence.) 

— 86 — 10. read , alter the wiird " b«Unce.*» 

— 90 — 19. for however read consequenUy. 
~ 91 — 25. for said read rumonred. 

— 94 —14. /or or rea4f nor. 

_ 97 ~ 18. rea^ comma after " so near." 

__ 99 — 2. /oris effected reorf be effected. 

— 102 — 8. word "other "omitted. 

— 110 — 5. for or ever read or nerer. 

— no — 28. for wroth read wrath. 

— 190 —14. reodcomma after "half." 

— 128 — 11. /or tour reoif ride. 

_ 143 — 4. for with such a slow process read such a slow process. 

— 151 — 2. for flock read stock. 

— 152 — 9. word " napkins " omitted. 
~ 166 — 24. for repair at read repair It at. 

— 166 —28. /or half-past seven r«wl half-past eleren. , . , ^. ... 

— 158 — 8. read parenthesis after the word " stream," and including horses." 

— 160 — 6. read comma after the word " impressions" instead of" connected." 

— 168 — 24. /or old pork read cold pork. 

_ 160 — 5. /or when re«rf and. Semicolon omitted. 

.177 — 2. for my debUity read debility. 

— 178 — The last three lines to be in a marginal note. 

— 179 — 14. for sleep was read sleep is. 

. 180 — /or chief vaUey read chief battery. 

— 189 — 22. for had accumulated read was afforded. 

— 192 — 27. for Aimished read punished. 

— 194 — (Last four Uneo to be in a marginal note.) 

— 203 — 9. A»r believed him to be quite dead read —quite dead. 

— 200 — 16. /or a fact read in fact. (Semicolon and dash omitted.) 

— 210 — 16. for been confined read been confined to bed. 

— 215 — 1. for another read a. , , ^ 

— 246 — 0. for regular ankle boott read reguUtlon ankle boott. 

— 248 — 29. for back reodlock. 

— 250 — 21. for impatient read unpatriotic. 

— 258 — 5. for unblocked read unblacke<l. 

— 258 — 1 1. Paragraph beginning •• This" to " over," as a marginal note. 

— 273 — 8. for warm read fine. 

— 282 — 6. read — after " off " Instead of " lantern." 

— 289 — Z, for when read where. 

— 295 — % for their read the. 

— 295 — 18. /or a class who read a class which. 

— 298 — 19. for vomiting smoke read vomiting fire and smoke. 

— 299 — 7. read comma after " roof." 



Digitized by 



Google 



p. 303 llDe 20. read comma after *' serenty.** 

— 305 — *' He alno died toon after from fever." (as a marginal note.) 

— 318 — 9. forna read read a. 

— 324 — 19. fwr after read when. 

— 325 — 2. for Tcbcmaya read Tchorgoum. 

— 884 ~ 12. for of read to. 

— 334 — 14. the word '* though** omitted. 

— 340 — U. /or Aloskomia remf Moakomla. 

— 341 — 20. for If o«komla read Moskomia. 

— 345 ~ period left out. 

— 346 — 24. f&r acclimatised read long in the East. 

— 351 — 3. far ashore read a share. 

— sen — 1. /or Eutisoa read Entosoa. 

— 3W — 13. read a dash after the word *' damp.** 

— 367 — 12. far occurred read have occurred. 

— 369 — 12. for and a read and of a. 

— 373 — 28. for a very large read a large 

— 390 — 27. for hurled over read heeled over, 

— 391 ~ 18. for subsequently attended read I subsequently attended. The 

word " to '* omitted. 
_ .392 — 10. for sick room read sick bay. 

— .392 — U. for fine grate reaif fire grate. 

— 892 — 24. for severely read much. 

— 395 — 9. for splendid read fine. 

— 397 — 22. for creolets read cacolets. 

— 898 — 13. read comma after *' mosquetry.'* and small *' t *' (In continuation 

of sentence.) 

— 399 — 28. for denouncing any one found possessing accoutrements of the 

enemy rem! prohibiting any one to posses s the enemy*s 
accoutrements. 
_ 400 ~ 8. for even Mayor read Town-lf ^)or. 

— 407 — 29. for Two sentries were the onlv objects visible, except some shirts 

hung out to dry i one on the summit, 8cc., read Except some 
shirts hung out to dry, two sentries were the only objects 
visible } one on the summit, &c. 

— 308 — 11. word ** stony** omitted. 

— 421 — 1. /or novelist rea«( moralist. 

— 422 — II. huert the word ** were" omitted, a comma after ** war," and snail 

'* t *' In continaatlon of sentence. 
_ 423 — \. for the read a. 
_ 426 — 15. q/ter Kamlesh iiuert near to Strelltska Bay. 

— 429 — 2. ituert a comma and small '* t " In continuation of sentence. 

— 429 — 24. for fongasses read fouglasses 

— 480 ^ 7. for fire of flame, and explosions was visible read fire of flame was 

apparent. 

— 431—9. /or Thereat A. 



Digitized by 



Google 



CAMPAIGNING IN THE EAST. 



CHAPTER I. 

ABRIVAL AT MALTA — NATltES — CATHEDRAL — RUMOURS — ST. ELMO- 
INTERIOR OF ISLAND — ST. PAUL'S BAY — CARMELITE CONVENT — 

VALETTA CIVITA VECCHIA — ST. PAUL's CAVE — PROCESSION OF 

HOST — ^RUINS AT CRENDI — MALTESE FISHERMEN — EN ROUTE TO THE 
EAST. 

MarcA 18M, 1854.— Reached Malta at 7 o'clock this 
evening, in H.M. steam frigate ^ Simoom/ after a most 
tedious passage, occasioned by the engines repeatedly 
breaking down. We have been eighteen days in accom- 
plishing a voyage which the other troops, sent out about 
the same time, had performed in periods varying from 
six to nine. 

19M. — Obtained leave to attend service on shore 
(the day being Sunday). Went to the church recently 
built by Queen Adelaide, and heard the service conducted 
by three clergymen, one of whom, the bishop, preached. 
The building, very plam, but neat and capacious, seems 
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well adapted, by its altitude, to the climate. The congre- 
gation very respectable, consisting, apparently, entirely 
of Government officers, civil and military, with their fa- 
milies. The men disembarked about 2 o'clock, and took 
possession of the quarters assigned to them in the Laza- 
retto. Thankful to leave ship, and still more so that we 
are not, as anticipated, to be encamped ; although three 
line regiments arriving before us are so circumstanced. 
A room with a closet, appropriated by my two colleagues 
and self, which, in a state of tolerable discomfort, we 
are accordingly occupying. 

20M. — After a long interval this morning, occupied 
in persuading the charcoal to bum in a kind of brazier, 
there being no fire grates, and some risk of suflFocation, 
the servants being by no means aufait, we succeeded in 
getting a tolerable breakfast, the eggs better than could 
be obtained in England. On the strength of my efforts 
was voted caterer to the mess. In the afternoon crossed 
over an inlet separating the Lazaretto from the town of 
La Valetta (the capital of the island), and I now pro- 
ceed to give my first impressions of Malta — a long 
digression. 

The streets consist for the most part of long inclined 
planes, varying in the degree of acclivity, some very 
steep, but rendered easy in ascent by numerous short 
steps. Viewed in perspective, the appearance is ex- 
tremely picturesque, owing to the irregular style of archi- 
tecture, — a combination apparently of all kinds, the Moor- 
ish predominating ; whilst the large overhanging massive 
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balconies, the white color of the sandstone, of which 
the houses and fortifications are built, together with the 
rocky foundation, slope in the streets, and, probably, the 
absence of much cart traffic, all combine in imparting a 
very cleanly appearance, such as is seldom witnessed 
abroad. The buildings are flat roofed and connected, 
thus serving as an extensive promenade for the inhabi- 
tants. Those termed hotels, or auherges^ formerly oc- 
cujned by the different divisions of knights (French, 
EngHsh, &c.), are even now very handsome structures, 
both externally and within. Some features they all pos- 
sess in common, although the Governor's house (former 
residence of the Grand Master) is much larger and more 
richly decorated than the others. Thus they have all 
wide stone staircases, very gradual in ascent, broad corri- 
dors, and also numerous handsome, and very lofty rooms ; 
one particularly fine apartment, a council chamber and 
dining hall. Some are hung with beautiful arabesque 
paper, have elaborate gilding on the ceiUngs, apparently 
little injured by time, many of them with stone floors, 
which afford, together with the remarkable altitude of 
the iqpartments (a general feature everywhere), as much 
coolness as practicable to the inhabitants. The streets 
are ornamented (?) with numerous life-sized effigies of 
die Viipn, or some patron saint, after whom many of the 
fcmner are named — as Strada San Nicolo, &c. The shops 
present very little show outside, but are well suppUed 
within. The Maltese excel in filigree-work in silver and 
gold ; also in carving on coral and the soft stone of the 

b2 
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island. There are a number of English merchants, who 
supply everything to the military. The public fountains 
are rather, numerous and have evidently once been orna- 
mental, judging from the half-obliterated stone carvings. 
All the coats of arms sculptured over the hotels and 
other edifices, were entirely effaced by the French dur- 
ing their possession ; the outline of the shields only still 
remaining. The public vehicles are clumsy affairs, with 
the body resting on straps instead of springs, and large 
heavy wheels. Very few private equipages, and those 
plain, are met with. The horses are small, but active 
and well made ; mules and asses superior of their kind. 
The streets are full of priests and clerical students of all 
ages, dressed in rusty black, with black cloaks and large 
triangular cocked hats. They are very vulgar in appear- 
ance, with sullen heavy countenances, and are evidently, 
as in Ireland, taken from the lower classes. Monks of 
the different orders are occasionally met with, most of 
them very sleek and fat ; and Greek sailors in pictu- 
resque costume. The private gardens are few, probably 
owing to the importation — absolutely necessary I believe 
— of earth from Sicily ; although a scanty layer suffices 
to produce abundant vegetation. Even on waste ground, 
clover springs up where there is the least earth. As re- 
gards the people (lower classes), the men are well-formed, 
bronzed, and more prepossessing in appearance than the 
females, who are sallow, old looking and plain featured. 
The former appear lazy, and are frequently seen basking 
on the rocks. The women all wear black silk or stuff 
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dresses, with a corresponding mantle, enveloping the 
head and shoulders, but leaving the face open. The 
only peculiarity in the costume of the men is a long red 
cape, which hangs over the shoulder. English is gene- 
rally spoken, and the currency British. As regards 
living, prior to the present influx of military, provisions 
of all kinds have been cheap, as I understand. Mutton is 
tasteless, brought from Sicily, as well as the beef, which 
is better — there being no pasturage to any extent on the 
island. Poultry good. Eggs excellent, and even now 
cheap. Very good milk (which I suspect is goats\ but 
fear to ask). Pale brandy 30s. a dozen, good Marsala 
lis. a dozen, and light Claret 15s. Oranges and water- 
melons are the only fruit now in season. The former 
I do not think superior to the Spanish, which are much 
larger. As summer advances, of course fruit of all kinds 
is abundant, brought chiefly from Sicily. I visited to- 
day the Government house, and Cathedral church of St. 
John, the chief edifice of the knights. 

Government House. — ^We were first, through the 
courtesy of an Aid-de-camp, shewn the private apart- 
ments, which, together with the public, are hung with a 
few old paintings of the knights, and some French and 
English kings ; a very interesting one of Louis XVII. 
as a boy, and one or two works of the old masters, 
seemingly of no great merit. The rooms are lined with 
arabesque, and one with very beautiful Gobelin tapestry. 
The subject appeared to be Indian or African life ; the 
trees and foliage, as well as animals, beautifully repre- 
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sented. The best paintings had probably been removed 
by Napoleon when be suppressed the order. A portion of 
the furniture, curious richly gilt chairs, several centuries 
old, is still in use, and some marble tables. The cham- 
ber where the Governor and Council sit, is a fine room. 
The ball-room — a magnificent apartment, with a hand- 
some dais and chair covered with red velvet for H. M.'s 
representative. Several of the rooms contain frescoes 
and oil paintings commemorative of victories over the 
Turks. A small chamber — now a bed-room — had been 
used as a chapel by More O'Ferrall, the late Roman 
CathoUc Governor. The main staircase is so broad, 
winding and easy, that it is said the knights could ride 
up it in armour. The corridors very long and broad, 
their roofs handsomely painted, the walls hung with a few 
indifierent paintings of Grand Masters. The armoury 
of the knights is a gallery of great length, containing 
suits of mail of different ages, belonging to the more 
celebrated members of the order, some of the former 
richly inlaid with gold, including weapons, matchlocks, &c. 
taken from the Turks; the sword and part of the clothing 
of Dagobert, the famous Turkish General, slain by the 
knights ; also a very curious piece of ordnance, consist- 
ing of a cylinder of copper, covered with ribs of wood, 
and the whole bound round with rope. We were then 
conducted to the roof, which affords an extensive pro- 
menade. A small tower in the centre is used as a tele- 
graphic station, and communicates with others (erected 
at short intervals all round the island). The former 
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commands a most extensive view of both the latter and 
the sea. The prospect of the town is very striking and 
picturesque^ the flat roofs of the houses appearing, from 
the narrowness of the streets, one broad terrace, with 
inhabitants continually promenading. A curious clock, 
which the knights brought from Rhodes, was pointed 
oat, placed on a turret. It consists of several full-length 
effigies of Moors with cymbals, by which the hours and 
quarters are struck, or rather were, for the mechanism is 
now imperfect. 

The day was what in England would be termed re- 
markaUy fine, being rather hot and cloudless, therefore 
we wer6 naturally surprised when the telegraph keeper, 
a polite native, regretted that the weather was so dull, 
we could not see the city to advantage. The brightness 
of a Maltese sky, we must therefore for the present ima- 
gine. Our cicerone said Queen Adelaide had told him 
ibat, " If she were to acquaint the English with the bril- 
liancy of the climate, they would scarcely beUeve her." 

The exterior of the cathedral is very plain, possess- 
mg no architectural beauty — the interior richly deco- 
rated. It consists of a central space or nave, with 
nmnerous chapels at the sides, bearing the names of the 
knights of the different countries. The stone walls are 
richly carved in alto-reUevo; the soft sandstone of which 
all the buildings consist, being well adapted for the pro- 
cess. The devices appeared to be scroll work or foUage, 
and a very rich appearance is thus given. The floor, I 
was informed, is of the Mosaic order, but is not open to 
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8 CATHEDRAL. 

view to-day. There are a few paintings of but little 
merit. Numerous monuments to the Grand Masters 
exist, none particularly deserving of notice ; the hand- 
somest piece of statuary is a modern one, to the memory 
of Count Beaujolois, brother of Louis Philippe, who died 
here of decline. 

2l8f. — Explored the town near Fort St. Elmo (one 
of the strongest defences, at the mouth of the harbour). 
The BuflFs are quartered there, and the oflScers occupy 
one of the Knights* palaces, (the Aubei^ de Baviare,) 
a handsome building, situated only a few yards from 
the sea, and commanding a beautiful view of it. Read 
at the club, and returned back to dinner, when the expe- 
riment of messing ourselves was tried; it succeeded 
beyond expectation. Government suppUes both officers 
and men with a ration alternately of fresh beef and salt 
pork per diem, which are both good of their kind ; also 
enough of rather coarse bread for daily consumption. 
Well stewed (by means of a portable cooking apparatus 
brought with us), we had excellent soup and tolerable 
boiled meat, and with the addition of some stores, pre- 
served fruit and wine, we dined. 

22nd, — Attended, on duty, an inspection of the 
brigade of Guards by the Brigadier. Afterwards crossed 
over to Valetta ; read at the club ; and back to quar- 
ters, where I dined, the first time for a long period, 
alone, my companions having gone to the Buffs' mess. 
Felt naturally very low spirited ; no books ; and my only 
>urce, the melancholy one of thinking over recent 



^ 



Digitized by 



Google 
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domestic comfort as contrasted with the present occu- 
pancy of a room which my servants would have grumbled 
at residing in at home. This was rather a discouraging 
comparison, from which I took refuge in sleep. 

2Srd. — ^The first wet day since our arrival. It 
cleared up however so as to permit of an inspection of 
the troops destined for Turkey, by the General com- 
manding the garrison. My colleagues went out, and I, 
feeling rather unwell, performed the hospital duties, now 
rather onerous, and remained at home. The effects of a 
sedentary life on board ship are beginning to shew them- 
selves, in various disorders, among both officers and men. 
It is rather difficult to induce them to bear in mind that 
less animal food and wine are necessary, or rather bear- 
able, in a hot climate like Malta, than England. Head- 
aches are common among the residents when the east 
wind, or " sirocco" blows. It is now somewhat prevalent, 
and I thus account for a slight head-ache which, as well 
as others, I have experienced. Some fresh intelligence 
relative to war, by the steamer from Marseilles (only 
three days on the passage) is expected daily, and of 
course looked forward to with much interest. It is 
rumoured that a vessel touched here yesterday, and left 
news that the Greeks in one of the small islands near 
Cotfu had rebelled, and killed some fifteen hundred 
Turks; important information, if true. Opinions are 
very divided as to whether there will be peace or war. 
Some say Baron Rothschild will be such an immense 
loser in the event of the latter result that he will try to 
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prevent it through the all potent agency of money. In 
the afternoon strolled over the town, read at the club, 
and returned home to dinner. 

24/^. — ^A French steamer containing a portion of 
the 1st division of the French force destined for Turkey, 
arrived here en route for Gallipoli last night, with 
General Canrobert who commands it. A review of our 
expeditionary troops took place this morning for his 
inspection, and of course, mutual compliments and civi- 
lities were exchanged. Other vessels containing the 
remainder of the army will touch here every few days. 
This drcmnstance may probably accelerate our depar- 
ture, and a place termed Enos is now named for our 
probable destination in Turkey. The usual very motley 
population of Valetta, was rendered stiU more so by the 
presence of French soldiers (a portion of the elite of their 
army) the Chasseurs de Vincennes, who I believe have 
come firom Algiers. Many appear to have seen service, 
judging firom their decorations and bronzed countenances. 
One of the regimental bands was playing opposite the 
Government-house this afternoon, when (some of the 
French officers and soldiers making their appearance) 
the Marseillaise hymn was struck up by way of compli- 
ment. The 77th Regiment has just arrived from Ireland, 
after a rather disastrous passage. They encountered a 
a storm off the Irish coast, and lost a man overboard. 
Another also died, together with five out of eight horses 
embarked. They encamped this afternoon, and as it is now 
raining heavily, are likely to feel sufficiently uncomfortable. 
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I visited the cathedral again to-day, and being a 
Saint's-day, the celebrated Mosaic pavement was fully 
uncovered, it being generally hidden by matting. It 
consists entirely of tomb-stones of knights, occup3dng 
the whole nave. They lie in regular order, side by side, 
and are constructed of marble of different colors with 
which the various arms are emblazoned. The effect in 
perspective is very striking. I observed a peculiarity 
in the walls, which escaped notice at my former visit. 
The scroll-work carved in deep relief is gilded on the 
sur£Eu^ of the stone, a process I had scarcely thought 
practicable, thus imparting a very rich appearance. 
Some large, massive silver gates, six feet high, are in one 
of the chapels. They escfq)ed spoliation by the French, 
owing to the forethought of some monks, who caused 
the metal to be painted over. 

25M. — ^The mail arrived via Marseilles from Eng- 
land, bringing letters and papers up to the 18th; the 
latter containing nothing new on the Eastern question. 
I heard, however, that an officer of the Grenadier 
Guards was privately informed that a declaration of war 
on the part of the AlUes had just taken place, — ^very 
important news. The French troops have left, and ano- 
ther steamer, *The Golden Fleece,' has come in with 
the 4th Foot from Edinburgh, after a voyage of about 
deten days. The Rifle Brigade, I understand, proceed 
in the same vessel, on the 29th instant, to Gallipoli (P), 
w'hich therefore seems likely to be our own destination. 
Our departure, in all probabihty, will very soon follow. 
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The 4th have encamped this afternoon on some very 
rough ground near us, making thus five regiments under 
canvass. Visited Fort St. Ehno, the chief fortification of 
Valetta. The munitions of war, guns, &c., are well worth 
notice. Sir Ralph Abercromby and another distin- 
guished general are interred in a bastion there. I was 
amused in returning home, at witnessing a woman in a 
shop abusing a soldier of the 4th, most vociferously, in 
Italian ; he apparently having intruded. The man looked 
bewildered. 

26tA. — Attended church (St. Paul's), where the 
bishop again preached: the subject — the origin and 
purpose of Communion, with the Romish error of 
transubstantiation. The pews are furnished with little 
fans made of matting, shaped like a small flag and staff. 
Lunched at the mess of the Buffs, heard the band play, 
read the papers in the club, and returned back to dinner. 
Heard at the latter place — on the authority of a letter 
to an officer in the Guards — that our destination is to 
be Constantinople, not Enos; and that the Duke of 
Cambridge has already taken a house there. A paper 
was also sent round for the signatures of officers pur- 
posing to send horses, as a ship, being about returning 
to Turkey, General Fergusson had chartered her with 
that object. 

27 tA. — Made an excursion, solus, to St. Paul's Bay, 
the traditionary site of his shipwreck, and a distance of 
nine miles firom Valetta. As I went on foot, I had a 
Rood opportunity of observing the interior of the island. 
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The main road is good, furnished with mile stones ; but, 
as it is intersected by cross lanes at very short inter- 
vals, and moreover there are no finger posts, I lost my 
way in both going and returning ; and thus had a walk 
of some twenty-five miles. The ground very uneven, 
owing necessarily to the rock of which it is composed. 
The features of the country are as follows : — Immense 
masses of white rock, occasionally hewn into terraces, on 
which a superficial layer of earth has been placed ; a few 
fields in the valleys, in which either com, beans, or clover 
are growing (the latter very luxuriant, and some two feet 
high, with rich red blossoms). The appearance of the 
whole reminded me much of tracts of country in the 
county of Clare. I saw few shrubs — the locust tree 
chiefly, two or three small dates, some of the fir tribe, 
and the prickly pear, rather a common but curious 
plant, or rather tree. The leaves are very large, and I can 
compare them to nothing but the blades of canoe paddles, 
which they resemble in size and shape, They are of ob- 
long form, twelve or fifteen inches in length, and six or 
eight broad ; the dense tissue of which they are composed 
about half an inch deep. I saw some men ploughing 
with bullocks and a most primitive machine, resembling 
a small wooden cylinder, and adapted apparently to the 
scanty stratum of soil, only some eight or ten inches 
deep. I think I did not meet with twenty sheep the 
whole day — wretched animals, very thin, with long 
heads, long legs, and very long tails; the fleece poor 
and silky looking. I came across a few pigs and goats. 
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14 ST. Paul's bay. 

The latter, in the cabins of the poorer classes here, are 
similarly domesticated to the former in those of the Irish 
peasantry, and follow their owners like dogs. They fulfil 
the purpose of cows in the island, of which quadruped, 
I believe, only the Governor-General and few other dis- 
tinguished functionaries possess any. I saw very few 
children or dogs. Of course I met with a few birds, 
chiefly larks, some flocks of pigeons, and, I think, two 
or three quail. The latter is the only game on the 
island, which they visit at certain intervals. Shooting 
begins in a few days. A license is necessary, but every 
one may sport where he pleases. I did not observe a 
single rivulet, or even gutter, notwithstanding the period 
of year. Towns or villages, whichever they may be 
termed, are met with every mile or two throughout the 
bland, each possessing a large church. The architecture 
of these appears closely similar, all having a central 
dome with two towers at one extremity. So much for 
the aspect of the country ; and now to the journey : — 

As I neared my destination, numerous little road- 
side chapels appeared ; and some three miles from the bay, 
a large church, dedicated to St. Paul, with a statue of the 
apostle. The scene of the recorded shipwreck does not 
present a single feature to interest a tourist, apart from 
the associations connected with it. A little fountain, 
rather pretty, stands on the road, which I recognized 
as pictured in Bariletfs Overland Route. A small 
rocky islet projects across the mouth of the bay, on 
which is a colossal figure of the apostle with his arms 



Digitized by 



Google 



CAKMELITE CONVENT. 15 

outstoetched, and a building adjacent ; I think, a convent. 
The former is visible a long way at sea, and I noticed it 
the evening we arrived. A troop ship with artillery 
and sappers came in to-day from England ; and a general 
impression of our speedy departure is entertained. We 
are all at a loss whether to take horses and mules (for 
baggage) on to the East, or trust to procuring them there. 
Baggage horses are on such occasions customarily provided 
by the commissariat ; but it i^ understood we are to have 
a sum given us to purchase them and shift for ourselves. 
I have determined to prefer the chance of procuring 
animals in Turkey. The prices here are of course 
enormous. An old scarred mule is rated at £30 ; the 
small horses imported from Tunis, at about the same 
price. For baggage purposes the mule is valued highly. 
28M. — ^Went to a convent pertaining to Carmelite 
firiars in the suburb. We first saw the chapel, which 
{uresented the usual tinselled and gaudy effigies met with 
in all the Romish edifices, and subsequently inspected a 
long COTridor with the cells of the monks on each side. 
These are small, but tolerably comfortable. In the one 
we were shewn, the occupant was engaged in writing. 
Each cell has a moral maxim, with the name assumed by 
the friar, over it. The latter all present a sleek, contented 
appearance : their dress — some course brown stuff, a gir- 
dle, and sandal shoes. We were afterwards taken to the 
Tsults, where rather a ghastly scene presented itself. It 
seems that, after death, each monk is placed in a kind of 
heated apartment, and subjected to a drying or "grilling" 
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16 CARMELITE CONVENT. 

process (as the guide expressed it). This lasts for about 
a year, after which the mummy is placed in the erect 
posture, with the arms folded over the chest, and in 
the habit of the order, in a niche in the wall of the 
vault, a bar being placed across to prevent the body 
falling forward. The older ones, much decayed, had, in 
consequence, assumed a variety of positions, from the 
joints giving way. In these latter, the flesh on the face 
had quite disappeared, leaving the skull ahnost clean ; in 
the more recent, some traces of a ghastly expression in 
the features still existed. Over each the, name and age 
were written. The majority were old men, and the most 
recent corpse was dated 1850. Not the slightest odour 
was emitted from any of them. After a certain number 
of years, or when the skeleton falls to pieces, the bones 
are arranged in " festoons " or devices round the walls 
of the vaults. The Monk who shewed the place evinced 
the greatest aangfroid, took snuff, and, in reply to the 
benevolent wish of a young lady who was going round, 
*' that it might be long before he occupied a recess in 
the wall," grinned cheerfully. 

I have said that the monks are, with scarcely an ex- 
ception, stout, some very fat, and all, contented looking. 
I should have remarked that extensive granaries, formed 
of underground vaults cut in the rock, with circular open- 
ings, over which a heavy stone is placed, exist in different 
parts of the town. They contain government stores. 
The head quarters of the 9th Regiment arrived from 
Cork, also more French troops en route to Turkey. 
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29M. — ^The Marseilles steam packet arrived this even- 
ing. Sir George Brown, the late Adjutant-General, is 
appointed to a command in the expedition, and has come 
out by her. Any news he may have brought has not 
yet transpired. The intelligence contained in the papers 
is warlike enough. Gallipoli is named in them as jour 
fixed destination, and described as an influential town 
containing some 17,000 inhabitants ; a seaport also, with 
an arsenal. It is stated to be healthy — in this respect 
differing from the place first mentioned — ^Enos, which is 
reported to be swampy and insalubrious. 

30M. — The Southampton mail arrived from England ; 
the news of course anticipated by the former one. Sir 
J. Burgoyne, who had been sent on a special mission 
relative to the fortifications, &c., in Turkey, has come 
back from the East. His opinions are necessarily kept 
quiet ; but it is hinted that the Russians are likely to 
take Shumla, and further reported in town that they 
have crossed the Danube. Received my first letter from 
England — an anxiously expected epistle. 

My fellow-lodgers and self have made a similtaneous 
and by no means agreeable discovery, viz.: the existence 
of certain little carnivorous animals, who elude discovery 
in the day-time, and at night dance over our unfortunate 
bodies, and victimize us. Opinions are somewhat di- 
vided ; one party who has effected the only capture, a 
bug, asserting that they are the sole enemies ; the other 
two, on the strength of sensation only, declaring they 
must be fleas. I presume our servants in marketing 
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have come in contact with the natives^ whose appearance 
indicates a secure asylum for our enemies. In Turkey 
we must become accustomed, however, to both species 
of persecutors, as it seems they abound there. 

31^/. — A very wet day, — the rain faUing in sudden 
heavy showers. Our room (minus a pane of glass, ever 
since occupancy) is very cold, the stone flow encreasing 
the discomfort. In the few houses of English residents 
I have been in, they have fires all through the day at 
this season, the chilling east-wind being prevalent. An- 
other steam vessel said to have arrived from Marseilles 
with French troops. Chess, letter writing, and books, 
are my chief occupations. 

April \8t. — A further influx of French troops — a 
portion of the Zouaves — a force equipped like Arabs, I 
believe, and a kind of colonial corps from Algeria. A 
Turkish vessel touched, conveying " rumours " of the 
Russians being again defeated. 

2nd (Sunday), — Church: the Bishop again preached, 
and gave a good sermon. 

Sre/. — ^Pulled round the harbour and fortifications in 
a boat, and by this means obtained a much better idea 
of the extent of the latter, and of the town itself, than I 
had previously entertained. | 

Valetta looks more striking and animated from tb^ 
inner harbour; the landing steps being crowded witU 
picturesque-looking visitors, and the market or bazaar] 
with its contents, visible. The main harbour itself 
almost separates Valetta from an extensive suburb, ap 
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CIVITA VECCHIA. 19 

parently as large as the city, but less cleanly, and built 
round the extensive naval dockyard and arsenal. This 
is a distinct branch of the bay, assigned to ships of 
war; another one (more inland) being exclusively used 
for merchant vessels. There are several very fine houses 
with verandahs, in the former, pertaining to the Port 
Admiral and other officials. A large French steamer lay 
at anchor, taking coals, and crowded with Zouaves. 

4M. — An inspection of the expeditionary force, at 
which some French officers of rank were present. The 
troops only marched past, and returned home. The 
news of declaration of war circulated on parade ground, 
and an order for a part or the whole (?) of the line Regi- 
ments to embark this day for Turkey. The Guards are, 
it is said, to remain a Httle longer ; an indication, I hope, 
of our destination being Constantinople. The Marseilles 
Mail arrived, bringing papers and letters up to the 29th. 
5tA. — Walked to Civita Vecchia, the ancient capital 
of the Knights, six and a half miles distant from Valetta. 
The road, the main one in the island, is very good, with 
a gradual ascent the whole way. The features of the 
country differed somewhat from those I saw in my jour- 
ney to St. Paul's Bay, which lays in an opposite direc- 
tion, — ^being more cultivated, and the huge tracts of rock 
less visible. The same absence of all trees, except the 
shrubs I have alluded to (prickly pear and caruba) is 
noticeable. When the plough is not used, a tool resem- 
bling a pick is employed in the same way as that imple- 
ment; instead of a point, the extremity has a blade like a 
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20 CIVITA VECCHIA. 

small spade with which the soil is turned up to the depth of 
a few inches. On the right, some three miles from Civita 
Vecchia, the Governor's country house and garden are 
situated. The latter is easily distinguishable, by its pos- 
sessing a few Cyprus and other trees, and being in fact 
almost the only place deserving the designation of garden 
in the island. The wild flowers that grow by the road- 
side are very pretty. A viaduct, consisting of a pipe 
placed on a series of small arches, and the work of one 
of the Grand Masters, named De Wigancourt, conveys 
water from the old to the new capital. Civita Vecchia 
proper, is perched on a mass of rock, and surrounded 
with a wall. The view from thence is extensive and 
sinking, including nearly the whole island, with the sea 
on aU sides. The town or citadel itself is very small in- 
deed ; the streets are so narrow as scarcely to deserve 
name. Whatever may have been the original use of 
the buildings, some of which are very old, they are now 
e most part converted into convents, nunneries, and 
rehgious schools. From the insignificant size of the 
xt ' J ^^ ^^^^ ^ imagine how poor and uninfluential 
Malt ^T ^^®* ^^^^ ^®®^ ^^®^ t^^y fi^^t settled in 
presented ^^ disappointed with the cathedral, which 
three sune^'^ ^^jects particularly worthy of note: two or 
features de^^ Pointings by Italian masters are the only 
course as ^^^^8 attention. The ceiling was gilded of 
covered \nth^^ ^^ose, I think, of all the churches, and 
^^Sed cicer ^^^^^^'P^^^ frescoes. Attended by a 
®* with whom the city abounds, I pro- 
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ceeded to see the catacombs and St. Paul's cave. A 
monk acted as guide, and furnished me with a long dull 
taper, as we entered the subterranean passage. The 
entrance is situated outside the walls of Civita Vecchia, 
but surrounded by houses, which form a suburb, or 
rather town, larger than the former. The catacombs 
are cut out of the rock, which from its soft consistence 
readily admits of excavation. They appear to have an- 
swered the double purpose of church and place of sepul- 
ture, for the early Christians. We descended by an 
incline, — a narrow, low, and circuitous passage, which 
gradually became larger, but more labyrinthine, pro- 
bably so constructed with the view of confusing pur- 
suers, and enabling the pursued to retreat through other 
lateral communications. On either side of the main 
one, at short intervals, are the tombs hewn in the rock ; 
some, double excavations for a man and wife, others, for 
children and infants ; and a few large ones for a family 
— the offspring being placed transversely across the feet 
of the parents. The ashes of the occupants, I was in- 
formed, had been removed and buried in the adjacent 
church. Niches for lamps were cut in different places. 

The chapel, a small apartment with an arched roof, 
seemed (as far as I could judge from the dim light) capa- 
ble of holding not more than forty or fifty persons : the 
height about ten feet. The marks where the altar had 
been, and remains of the font, were pointed out ; also, a 
half-closed passage said to extend to Valetta, and ano- 
ther to St. Paul's cave, situated beneath a church dedi- 
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cated to him, some fifty yards distant. We then visited 
the latter. A short inclined plane at the entrance leads 
to a subterranean chapel, and to the right a door opens 
into the cave. This is a small, low, circular excavation, and 
contains a full length statue of the apostle, very indiffer- 
ently executed in marble, and without the fingers of left 
hand. I asked the cause of the mutilation, and my guide 
explained it in rather an original manner. He imitated a 
drunken man staggering, and gave me to understand in 
re/y broken English, but with much gesticulation, that the 
accident arose whilst a sailor was removing the image 
from the ship that brought it fix)m Italy. Of course, the 
roof of the cave was scribbled over with autographs, 
and the guide appeared surprised that I did not add 
mine. In a chapel (underground) adjacent, is a really 
good image of the apostle, — the drapery and book in 
admirable relief. — Here, De Wigancourt, a grand master, 
who appears to have made himself more famous by 
attending to the spiritual and domestic welfare of his sub- 
jects, than for his military achievements, is interred. A 
curious old statue, carved indifferently in wood, and much 
worm-eaten, was shown me as representing Herod (?). 
It had been brought by the knights from Rhodes. 

The guides and beggars are both numerous and per- 
severing. Ragged little boys surround strangers, offer- 
ing coins * said' to have been dug up, and of which, 
judging from the number for sale, there must have been 
a plentiful supply. Two rather picturesque old fountains 
are placed at the entrance of the town. 
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Having completed my survey, I commeDced my walk 
back, after refreshing myself with some wine and biscuit 
which I had luckily brought with me. Civita Vecchia 
only rejoices in one hotel, which looks so very uninviting 
that I preferred an al fresco lunch. The heat was oppres- 
sive in going, but I had a pleasant breeze in returning. 

More French ships have arrived, and it is said that 
as many as 10,000 French troops are now in harbour. 
From lack of transports, the English forces now leaving 
are some of them obliged to be sent in indifferent vessels, 
towed by others ; we may expect therefore to hear of 
incidental disasters occurring on the voyage to Gallipoli. 

6M. — A steamer has arrived from Constantinople, 
and spoke on the voyage an Austrian ship, said to be on 
the way to Russia, conveying a declaration of war from 
the former power. This, if true, and there appears to 
be some probabiUty of the news being authentic, is 
likely to make a material difference in the duration of 
hostiUties. The General here has stated that he has orders 
not to send the Guards, until all the other corps com- 
prising the 1st Division of the expedition have gone on 
fix)m hence. The belief is generally entertained now, that 
the Turks are much pressed by the Russian force (which 
has crossed the Danube), and that there is some likeli- 
hood of the former sustaining a defeat before the AUies 
can join them. 

1th, — The * Himalaya,' an immense new screw ship 
of the P. and O. Co., has arrived, en route to South- 
ampton, and (to the great disgust of the passengers). 
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has been seized on by the authorities for conveyance of 
troops to the East. Our letters, too, are necessarily de- 
tained until the arrival of another vessel allows of their 
being forwarded to England. Of coui^e the passengers, 
many, probably, invalids from India, are turned adrift 
and left to make their way home as best they can, 
though it is to be presumed Government will indemnify 
them. The Marseifles steamer, however, leaves this 
evening, and many will probably proceed by her. This 
appears to be some day of consequence in the Roman 
calendar, and I witnessed the procession of the Host. 
Although a hackneyed subject, I may briefly notice it. 
First came a huge stage borne by four men, who, judg- 
ing from their frequent halts, appeared to think their 
burthen rather weighty. On it was a tableau repre- 
senting the various objects included in the crucifixion, 
except the most important — ^the body of our Saviour. 
The cross, made of some polished wood, maliogany I 
think, was large enough to be the original, and over it 
was thrown a very long white shroud. The figures at 
the foot, angels, &c., were covered with tawdry tinsel 
and drapery. At intervals monks with long lighted 
tapers followed, chaunting, also boys with incense, then 
a symbol resembling a crozier, about seven feet high; 
and, lastly, three priests, one of whom carried the con- 
secrated wafer in a small fan-shaped silver vessel, carved 
in a radiated form : before this every one bowed humbly 
as it passed. The bells of the adjacent cathedral kept 
up a loud clamour all the time. 
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8M. — Another steamer (* Cyclops '), arrived with de- 
tachments of regiments proceeding to the East. Went 
on board the Himalaya. Her vast size may be imagined 
when it is said three or four (?) turns of her deck are 
equal to a mile ; the saloon cabins, &c., all unique in 
decoration and comfort. She is to convey 1600 men to 
Gallipoli, f. e,, almost two battalions, the 33rd and 41st, 
I believe : not improbably she may then return for us. 
The Malta paper reports the defeat with great loss of the 
Russians, who would appear to have fallen into a trap ; 
their passage of the Danube without opposition being a 
ruse, to permit the Turks attacking them afterwards at 
disadvantage. Went to the opera and saw Norma very 
fiedrly performed : the prima donna possessed a cultivated 
voice, and the orchestra was tolerably good. Theatre 
small and plainly fitted up. Scarcely any Maltese ladies 
present. 

9M. — ^Attended church in the morning. Mail has 
arrived. No news of importance. The delay in forward- 
ing the force from Malta to the East appears to create 
some comments at home. The ' Kangaroo,* ' Golden 
Fleece,' and ' Vulcan,' steam troop-ships, now occupied 
in conveying troops to (rallipoli, engaged for the trans- 
portation of the Guards about the 14th or 15th instant. 
Oar destination still appears, not definitely settled, to be 
Constantinople. In another day or two the whole of the 
expeditionary force yet arrived, except the Guards, will 
have sailed for Gallipoli ; viz., Rifle Brigade, 28th, 33rd, 
41st, 44th, 47th, 49th, 50th, 62nd, 4th, and 93rd. 
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lOiL — On duty and in barracks all day. Orders 
issued for the Brigade to be in readiness to embark on 
Thursday the 13th. The 'Himalaya' and 'Emeu' 
sailed in the evening. Notwithstanding the general im- 
pression that their destination is Gallipoli, all the vessels 
sail, it is said, with sealed orders. 

lit A. — Walked to Crendi, a small town distant about 
seven miles, near which are the only remains of the early 
inhabitants (or, indeed, ancient buildings or features of 
any kind), the island appears to possess. They are said 
to have pertained to the Phoenicians, and to consist 
solely of their places of worship and sacrifice. To me 
they appeared by far the most attractive objects of 
interest in Malta, and I regret that our departure in a 
day or two prevents a second visit, and a more complete 
sketch of some portions of the ruins. 

And now for an endeavour at description. The road 
lay in a direction opposite to that I had taken in my 
former excursion to St. Paul's Bay; Civita Vecchia being 
inland nearly equi-distant from Valetta, in an almost pa- 
rallel line, — St. Paul's Bay lying to the right, and Crendi 
to the left of the capital. I consequently traversed over a 
fresh portion of the island to-day, the most striking and 
best cultivated. The ruins, of which there are two distinct 
masses, about a quarter of a mile distant from each other, 
are situated on a rocky slope close to the sea, and a mile 
distant from Crendi. The aspect of the site is as wild 
and barren as possible. The first ruins I came to are 
much less perfect, but rather more picturesque than the 
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others ; the latter are only some hundred feet or so from 
the sea, which washes the base of the cliflF. The general 
features of both remains are, first, a lofty entrance-gate, 
fonned of huge slabs of stone ; and, secondly, a number 
of compartments of an eUiptical shape, with small square 
doorways, some three or four feet high, by which they 
communicate. In the first ruins there were two perfect 
sacrificial (?) altars, and a third broken, lying down. In 
the other, two much larger ones. In this latter were two 
recesses or small closets, the object of which it is diffi- 
cult to surmise. The only apertures for the admission 
of light are a few small square and circular orifices, 
about a foot in circumference. I should have said that 
the sides of these buildings are formed of huge masses 
of stone, seven feet high and two thick. 

In the first group of ruins, a portion of rock, about 
ten feet in height, appeared to have been cut away so 
as to form part of the wall. 

12tA, — ^Went over Fort Angelo, one of the oldest 
and most important defences. There is an old chapel 
in it, containing a monument, and, I believe, the re- 
mains, of L'Isle Adam. The building is now empty, 
and not used for any purpose. A column of syenite in 
it, is said to have been brought from Rhodes by the 
knights, and originally taken from a Greek temple. 

13/A. — ^The Marseilles and Southampton Mails both 
in, the former bringing news up to the 8th. Lord 
Raglan, whose arrival has been hourly expected, it is 
now ascertained will not be here before Monday, as he 
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only leaves Marseilles on Saturday. No intelligence of 
consequence from England. Made sundry purchases 
of stores for our mess, to take on to Turkey. 

14M CGood Friday). — ^Although last night the wea- 
ther was as delightfully tranquil as could be desired, this 
morning it is stormy — the sea, in a manner common to 
the Mediterranean, having in a very short interval be- 
come rough. There is a long rolling swell, which, 
breaking against the hollow rocks, dashes the spray to 
a height of twenty or thirty feet. The natives, of the 
poorer class, are indefatigable anglers, and even now are 
perched on the rocks, patiently waiting for nibbles. 
The fish they catch would scarcely rejoice a cockney, 
being a kind of whiting, some two or three inches long. 
The fish in Malta, at least during this season, are poor, 
and apparently scanty in supply. 

The 88th Regiment arrived last night firom England, 
after a good passage, — one of the corps of the Light 
Division of the expeditionary force. A French steamer 
arrived this morning with some staff officers ; including a 
General. Attended St. Paulas Church. The Bishop 
(Dr. Tomlinson) always preaches. The day stormy and 
cold throughout. Our stone-floored apartment, devoid 
of fire grate, not particularly comfortable in such wea- 
ther. 

Vbth. — Still cold and squally, and inclined to rain. 
The 88th again sailed, after only a few hours' sojourn 
at Malta. Our residence here is becoming very mono- 
^'^nous. Rumours of all kinds are prevalent but, those 
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I u%e noted have proved so erroneoos, that I shall 
—T DO tDore. The books from the garrison library af- 
■ ri a great resoorce under existing circumstances. 

I'V'i. — Was awoke this morning by the loud ringing 
t UiU (although the quarantine harbour intervenes) 
ui the report of artillery. A natural impression of the 
x-.H in tny mind, was, the arrival of the Commander- 
'-C'.itf Lord Raglan ; but, to my surprise, I have 
• aiTit that the proceeding is customary on various 
Citj^'lic festivals, of which this is one (Easter Sunday). 
\*-<brr wet and cold day. Attended service at St. 
Vvu%. The ' Vulcan ' and 'Kangaroo' steam trans- 
ports have returned from the conveyance of troops to 
(MlLpoU ; to there are now ships for the accommoda- 
^« of the whole Highland brigade, and our embarka- 
tj4i win probably follow immediately after the arrival of 
*^ Coannander-in-Chief (expected on Tuesday). 

17/i.— Weather still unsettled. The 'Orinoco' 
wmcd with the 7th Fusiliers from Plymouth. The 
' Kangaroo * assigned to the Scots Fusilier, the ' Golden 
neroe ' to the Grenadier, and the * Vulcan ' to the Cold- 
rtitam, Goards; the last named, a vessel rather cele- 
Inud ^Hke the ' Simoom ') for breaking down. 

1 ?/i. — The 7th Regiment have proceeded on their 

^•gc to the East. The 23rd Fusiliers arrived last 

Al from England ; also two other vesssels, containing 

itiff offiom of the expedition; and several French 

tf^f »hipa. 

VM. — Orders to be in readiness to embark this 
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evening, it is reported, for Constantinople (Scutari) ; 
rather good news, if true. Portmanteaus therefore 
packed up, and writing put an end to. 

20tA, — Still here, and, some consider, not likely to 
depart before Saturday, inasmuch as Lord Raglan has 
not yet arrived. Our destination now said to be Pera, 
the European suburb of Constantinople. The 'Hima- 
laya ' has come back from her trip to Turkey, bringing 
intelligence that three or four regiments, viz., 33rd, 41st, 
47th, and 49th, have gone to Scutari, and are in barracks 
there. An Egyptian band met and played them in. 
The force proceeding to Constantinople is to be em- 
ployed, like that at GalUpoli, in erecting fortifications, 
prior to more active occupation in the field. An 
interval of several weeks may, therefore, probably elapse 
first. Intelligence CauthenticJ has arrived of the per- 
formance of a very daring exploit by a small British 
war steamer, which ran into Cronstadt and cut out a 
large Russian merchantman. The batteries opening fire, 
the former was compelled to abandon the prize, after 
first scuttling her and taking the crew away. Those 
officers, not entitled to horses by regulation, who have 
bought them, are now rather inconvenienced, as the 
means of transport are uncertain. The 95th Regiment 
arrived from England, and, I believe, like the others, 
has proceeded on to Turkey without disembarking. 
Prince Louis Napoleon and suite also reached Malta this 
afternoon. 
2\sL — ^Received orders to embark this morning at half- 
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• - '«-: r-t-i^. T-e ^rfar:r p:r::«:c cC tie dir *xvu- 
■ i -1 t-^-i •— .i- • r, : c "iii'jr w'.:i uiiz^ ::: >ixll ar.J 

< :-r irt .1 rr 

J-i * — SaJ-M ;1i^ =i':ri_-'jr a: 4 cVIvvk •.ni ; 

-- »i:;.«r "fr^-a" ** ••-** -^-J pzri.^^ , ochenrise 

r ji "* T^' * Kiz^ranx'/ th-rcxti a £ist sL-jv so built 

«• t p-.t.h c^c\.tiLr3r Scirrchr acr ooe appeanxl at 

2 . / — S.v.jJT to the foregoing in all rvsjvcts. The 

• i *-.5 r»x.^ mocfa, partlj fri^m the weather, and partly 

" T. t-*j trantr accommodativ'n. The sj^ace Klow deck 

*At» f-ir al>«-ut half the number; oonset|uently the 

' .*• .. ■ n \A divi<k d bto two watches, one half remaining 

'. derk OQ dutr, whik the rest are below. If the 

• j»ce were longer than a few days, this procetnling 

* '..d necoaarily be attended with much sickness, as 
■-^ i* a abr>ve are more or less wet through for several 

■*n. The poor women are of course miserably off; 

* Ard to appearance almost hiid aside, and, to complete 
'^ picture, tbcT quarrel among themselves as vigorously 

•> iea-«irkness permits. 

Our couMrt, the * Golden Fleece,' with the Grenadier 
:?ani«, keeps just visible astern. 

f 4/i. — Wind abated and weather cleared up, so as 
'<-' adoiit of almost every one appearing on deck. 

la the morning skirted the coast of Cerig«>, ap|)o- 
> .*> a barren island. Its chief town, pictun»Hquely 
' ' Jltd on a rocky hiMght, pUinly visible. A little further 
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on, the Isthmus of Coriuth came in sight, with a range 
of lofty mountains (the classical names of which could 
not be satisfactorily determined) in the background. Their 
summits were capped with snow, and had an imposing 
appearance. On the opposite side, but more parallel 
with Cerigo, the Island of Candia (ancient Crete) was 
seen. It appeared, like the former very barren, though 
the guide books say otherwise. In the evening, a rocky- 
islet called " Foeconois " presented itself. 

25/)l. — A very fine morning. Passed the Isle of Mi- 
tylene in the forenoon. No object of interest visible. 
Later in the day, skirted the main land of Asia, — ^the 
classic plains of Troy, with Mount Ida covered with snow 
in the back ground. In the evening, passed between 
the Isle of Tenedos and the main land — a picturesque 
little town visible in the former — and at dusk entered 
the far-famed Hellespont. What are termed the old 
castles of Europe and Asia were tolerably visible. They 
arc two fortresses, with small towns or villages adjacent. 
The lofty minarets, peculiar to this land, were now for 
the first time beheld. The close of night prevented our 
seeing the more modem forts, termed the new castles of 
Europe and Asia. The tumuli of Achilles, and some 
other ancient worthy (Patroclus ?), were prominent fea- 
tures on the barren coast of Troy. Two French ships of 
war, crowded with troops (one a two-decker), were at 
anchor in the entrance of the straits, and we cheered each 
other vigorously. Arrived at Gallipoli about 11 o'clock 
p.m., and cast anchor. 
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OAXLIPOLI— CONSTANTINOPLE— CAIQUES AND NATIVES — ^EXPLOITS OP 
THE 'terrible* — ^ARRIVAL OP COMMANDER-IN-CHIEP — ^IMPRES- 
SIONS OP PERA— CEMETERIES — TURKISH MELODY — ^BARGAINING 

THE SWEET WATERS — TURKISH LADIES — ALIGNS OF CONSTANTINO- 
PLE — TURKISH BATHS — DOGS AND DERVISHES — ^THE BOSPHORUS 

THERAPIA — ^INTERIOR OP COUNTRY — ^HOWLING DERVISHES. 

26/A. — ^Wb were naturally anxious to hear news, and with 
this object, or rather, I should say, with that of report- 
ing our arrival to Lieutenant-General Sir George Brown, 
commanding the English force here, upon whose orders 
depended in some measure our further progress, or de- 
tention at Gkdlipoli, the Commanding Officer and some 
others went ashore last night, and about two o'clock this 
morning brought back the intelligence that we were 
unexpected here, and were to proceed either to Scutari 
or some other suburb of Constantinople to-morrow, after 
the arrival of a steamer from that city. The barracks at 
Scutari are said to be filled with troops ahready, and there 
is some chance of our being encamped. 

The town of GaUipoli, although stated in guide books 
to be a place of some importance and to contain 18,000 
people, looks uninteresting enough from the straits ; an 
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impression which a further acquaintance on shore does 
not remove. It is filthy in the extreme; the houses, 
with the exception of a few more respectable consular 
residences, mere sheds, arranged (as is customary) in 
streets or bazaars, pertaining to the different classes or 
trades. Huge stones alternate, with deep ruts filled 
with dust, and combine to render pedestrianism decidedly 
unpleasant. An old shell of a castle is a prominent 
feature in the foreground. Of course, great bustle was 
evident, arising from the traffic of the troops ; the French 
influence apparently predominant, and their flag waving 
in three or four places. Droves of horses and bullocks, 
fatigue parties of French and English soldiers, officers, 
and marketing parties of the men, bargaining at the ba- 
zaars, with the accompanying tumult. Natives plodding 
by with enormous burthens (and never getting out of the 
way), children (fair and good looking), with a very few 
females (old and ugly), muffled up quite unnecessarily, 
and a tolerable number of quiet cur dogs, comprised 
the animated nature of the place. The men, said to be 
chiefly Greeks, are robust and comely. The country ad- 
jacent consists of extensive plains of pasture land, sandy, 
and with few trees. The French camp, containing about 
20,000 men, (of all branches but cavalry), is situated 
near a bay some two miles from the town ; the English, 
numbering 6 or 6000, infantry, about three miles further 
inland. The superiority in the commissariat, as well as 
the equipment generally, of the French over the English 
force, is much commented on, and (1 believe), alluded to 
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in rather disparaging terms by the former. The rumours 
we I^rd at Malta about the unhealthiness of the site, 
and want of water, turn out to be totally untrue ; the 
reverse of both reports being actually the case, so far. 
When, however, the EngUsh first came here, they found 
the weather very cold, and two or three men, confined in 
the guard tent for drunkenness, died from the inclemency. 
Numerous large cemeteries, filled apparently with 
tombs of the lower classes are in the suburbs. A kind of 
small mosque, in decay, erected over the tomb of some 
distinguished person, I managed to take a rough sketch 
of, without interruption. Visited a camp of Turkish sol- 
diers adjacent to the town — ^less than a regiment in 
number. The dress of the men has been well repre- 
sented in the Illustrated Netoa, As regards physical 
powers, no fault could be found ; but their appearance was 
slovenly, and their gait, the reverse of military, — a perfect 
slouch. The officers were desirous of shewing civility, 
and several of ours, I beUeve, went into the tent, smoked, 
took coffee, and carried on telegraphic conversation. 
When I was using my telescope, two or three of the 
men came up, and expressed their curiosity and desire 
to look through it, by significant grunts, upon which I 
gratified them. There is a large fleet of French men- 
of-war here, four or five of them two-deckers. Horses, 
contrary to rumour, are said to be cheap; provisions, 
owing, I believe, to the extortionate disposition of the 
natives, dear. The latter try vigorously to impose, in 
changing English coin. 

d2 
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No news from the seat of war, but it is said, on the 
authority of the Times correspondent here, that ^stria 
has joined the Western Powers. 

Sailed this afternoon at five o'clock for Constantino- 
ple, in company with the ' Grolden Fleece / the ' Vulcan,' 
with the Coldstream Guards, being invisible. 

21tL — Reached Constantinople this morning, and 
cast anchor between Scutari and Stamboul, at about nine 
o'clock. The early part of the day being fine, though 
cold, we were enabled to see the famed beauties of the 
approach to the city, advantageously. The minarets and 
mosques, are, from their height, visible a long distance 
oflP. The Prince's Islands, a group of small size, and 
situated a few miles from Stamboul, are passed. After- 
wards, a factory, and then the suburbs of Constantinople 
proper, with the noted " Seven Towers," corresponding 
in their office to the Tower of London in former days, 
and not very dissimiliar in aspect, from the water. At a 
short distance further on, " we lay to," in a position well 
adapted for viewing the beauties of the place. In front 
were conspicuous the picturesque mosques of St. Sophia 
and Sultan Achmet, the latter of much the handsomest 
exterior, and the only one containing six minarets ; four, 
and more generally two, being the usual number. Close 
by, the extensive range of irregular buildings constituting 
the Sultan's palace, stands in the midst of a garden. It 
is quite devoid of beauty outside ; the windows, small and 
few, causing it to resemble in the distance, what it really 
has been, a " prison." Opposite is Scutari, with several 
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vast ranges of barracks, at present occupied partly by 
the English force. Terminating the view on the left, we 
perceive the magnificent Momit Olympus covered with 
snow, and in the foreground the Sea of Marmora and 
Prince's Islands. On the right, the junction of the 
Golden Horn with the Bosphorus, and Sea of Marmora. 
The former separates Stamboul proper from the European 
suburbs — Galata (a kind of Billingsgate in position, oc- 
cupation and filth), and Fera, extending up the side of 
rather a precipitous hiU. 

Now to personal detail for the present. After some 
doubts as to whether we were to occupy a barrack about 
three miles up the Asiatic side, the idea was abandoned 
by the Brigadier, on the grounds of their filthy interior 
swarming with vermin ; and we are to encamp a couple 
of miles below Scutari, early in the morning. A part of 
the force here is under canvass, part in quarters. The 
day has turned out very wet ; lightning, notwithstanding 
the afternoon is extremely cold. This is, however, the 
first heavy rain for some weeks. 

5 o'clock p.m. — ^A war steamer — the * Terrible,' has 
just arrived, with news of the bombardment of Odessa 
by the Allies ; a magazine being blown up, and great 
damage, with some loss of life, inflicted on the Russians. 
The ships engaged were all steamers, and the English 
loss is only one man killed and eight wounded ; that of 
the French I cannot learn. The French Ambassador, 
General, Baraguay D'Hilliers, it is rumoured, has had a 
misunderstanding with the Sultan, and is about to leave 
Constantinople. The cause is variously reported, as 
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being merely a personal difference, and, on the other 
hand, a matter of religion. 

Rumours are also prevalent of the Russians being 
about to evacuate the Principalities. It is the general 
opinion that some months at least will elapse before there 
is any chance of active operations; and for the present the 
troops, it is said, are to be employed, as at GallipoU, in 
fortifying lines nearly fifteen miles off, for the protection 
of Constantinople. 

28tA, — Rowed round the harbour this morning (a 
fine day), and subsequently visited the * Terrible.' I 
must here notice the boats plying for hire (Caiques). 
They are shaped like canoes, built of some light wood, 
ornamented with carving, and sharp at both ends, though 
somewhat broader towards the stern. They are rowed 
by either one or two pair of sculls; the boatmen are 
seated in the usual way, but the passengers recline on 
cushions at the bottom. Some boats are tastefuUy fitted 
up ; others, like the owners, very dirty, a piece of dingy 
carpet being the substitute for crimson, or other colored 
cushions. The dress of the men, many of them Greeks, 
differs like the appurtenances of the boats. The rate of 
hire is four or five piastres, or about tenpence, an hour. 
My impressions of Constantinople and the suburbs, were 
rendered more correct by skirting round the harbour ; I 
cannot add that they became more favorable. 

The Golden Horn divides Stamboul and Pera, — the 
communication being by two bridges ; one of boats, very 
rude, the other a more finished wooden structure. As 
far as I could judge, this famed harbour is more in- 
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teresting from the shipping and extent of accommodation 
than for any features on land. It is six miles in length, 
and from a quarter to a half a mile (?) broad. We 
landed at the first bridge, on the Turkish side, and 
under the guidance of a ragged Greek, visited the ba- 
zaar. It is an extensive gloomy-looking stone structure, 
arranged like a market in one of the leading English 
towns, with narrow long passages and small shops ; the 
different trades mingled together. The roof is arched, 
with large windows in it. Both the streets outside, and 
those inside the bazaar, but the former more particularly, 
were as filthy as the imagination can picture. At the 
sides of the former, which are very narrow, are a few 
large paving stones, scarcely connected with each other ; 
and in the centre, at least forming one half of the area, a 
channel of dirty water and filth of all kinds. There are 
shops on either side of the streets, in which the occupants 
sit, pursuing their respective vocations. The confec- 
tioners appeared to make most show. So much for the 
Turkish quarter. Although we wire the only Franks 

(E and I) at the time, in the streets, not the slightest 

offensive remark or gesticulation was made, although we 
were of course stared at, and the word " Ingliz " repeated 
by way of comment as we passed. We felt tempted to 
purchase some very handsome slippers and attar of roses, 
but the difficulty in sending them to England prevented 
us, as well as the prospective demand on our purses, 
occasioned by preparations, horses, &c., for the forth- 
coming campaign. 
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Oiir visit to the 'Terrible' was interesting. Through 
the kindness of one of the Lieutenants we obtained full 
particulars, and were shewn the effects of the action. 
This steamer, though not large, carries the heaviest metal 
in the navy, and figured prominently in the affair. Three 
French ships were also engaged. The action lasted nearly 
twelve hours. The fire of the Allies was much heavier than 
that of the Russians, though their guns were so well served 
that it is said four out of five times the balls took effect. 
The ' Terrible' fired red-hot shot, and one entering the 
magazine, blew it up, with (they surmise) four or five hun- 
dred Russians (?). The only British sailor killed was in 
this ship. Several of the others had two or three wound- 
ed. The shot holes, seven or eight in number, were chiefly 
through the paddle boxes; but the wheels were so 
slightly injured as not to affect their motion. One ball 
passed through the armourer's shop, situated close under 
the paddle-box, where he was sitting at work, and he 
had a narrow escape. The course of the ball which 
killed the man wa» very singular, and illustrates the 
facility with which shot are turned in their career. It 
entered in the fore part of the ship in a straight direc- 
tion, and, as frequently occurs, killed one person by the 
splinters of wood, and wounded three or four others in 
like manner. It then passed on, hit the iron margin 
round a kind of hatchway in the centre of the ship, op- 
posite where the ball entered, flew back at an almost 
acute angle^ wounded several men at the adjacent gun, 
and finally disappeared out of a port hole. The Rus- 
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sians seem to have had only six guns bearing on the 
Allies. 

The whole day occupied in disembarkation. We had 
the option of dining and sleeping on board given us by 
the captain, and about a dozen, including myself, were 
permitted to avail ourselves of the offer. Some others 
messed with the fegiments here, but those in the camp 
fared very badly. 

A very fine sun-set. The beauty of the prospect is 
materially enhanced by settled clear weather. 

29M. — ^Lord Raglan and his Staff at length arrived 
this morning in the ' Emeu,' from Malta. At the time I 
write, no news has transpired, but we shall probably soon 
learn something. Went to camp after breakfast : the 
tents of the brigade of Guards are beautifully situated 
in a large field sloping to the water, just opposite Stam- 
boul, and the Sultan's palace. At the back of the en- 
campment there is a most attractive prospect, an arm of 
the Sea of Marmora, with a long strip of cultivated land 
running into it, picturesque hills and Prince's Islands 
more distant ; whilst far in the back ground, Olympus 
towers, with its prismatic snow-capped summit. At 
son-set, the latter is seen to most advantage, as the out- 
line is better defined ; the snow at other times scarcely 
permitting the eye to distinguish the margin of the sum- 
mit, fi*om the light fleecy clouds surrounding it. The 
morning, at first fine, afterwards became very wet, heavy 
rain falling without intermission during the day. A 
journal in such a case becomes a resource in the absence 
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of all other means of passing time. At the hour I write^ 
there is some risk however of my lamp being suddenly 
extinguished, as the wind is strong. 

I take the opportunity of endeavouring to describe 
the natives more particularly. The females, then, wear a 
kind of white muslin napkin (yashmak), enveloping the 
whole of the head and face, with an aperture for the eyes 
and, among the older ones, for the mouth also. Their robe 
resembles in its form a gentleman's dressing gown, and 
reaches to about the middle of the leg. Yellow buskins, 
with slippers of the same colour, complete the equip- 
ment, and very singular it appears. The garb of the men 
is less striking, and one we are more familiar with, — ^the 
red fez cap or turban, a kind of shawl jacket, sash, and 
wonderfully capacious nether garments : they are either 
bare-legged and footed, or wear stockings and slippers. 
The Greek dress is nearly similar, but more gaudy in 
color, while the fez is always worn. The descendants 
of the prophet, and I believe those who have made a pil- 
grimage to Mecca, are entitled to the distinction of a 
green turban; they are rather numerous, but judging 
from the number of ragged boatmen thus adorned, the 
privilege by no means leads to distinction or wealth. I 
have not recognized any Greek females yet. The separa- 
tion between the sexes is curiously shewn in the small 
steamers plying on the Bosphorus. There is a partition 
about foul* feet high across the deck, near the stem, 
shutting off the women from the men, except the helms- 
man, who stands necessarily in the midst of the former. 
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The porters of Constantinople carry enormous weights 
— a tolerably sized barrel, for instance, — on their backs. 
This they are enabled to do by means of a block of 
wood suspended over the shoulders by a rope, and 
rating low down on the loins. This block is of course 
flat, or slightly concave on the inner surface; on the 
outer, excavated somewhat, to afford a rest for the bur- 
then. Another way of conveying goods is to sling them 
on a long pole carried on the shoulders of two men, 
who walk at a quick pace. They utter an occasional 
shout to announce their approach ; but pedestrians who 
are not alert and active, often incur the risk of being 
knocked down. The natives, in fact, never get out of the 
way of strangers : even officers in uniform are jostled, 
not I beUeve from intentional discourtesy, but rather 
firom constitutional apathy. 

I find I have omitted to mention the immediate 
cause of the naval action. A boat with a flag of truce 
was sent in by the British; I believe, relative to some 
English merchantmen improperly detained at Odessa. 
The former was returning, and the vessel she belonged to 
steamed in rather nearer to the port to pick her up ; 
upon which the Russians fired, they say, at the ship, for 
approaching ; but the English affirm, from the course of 
the balls, that the boat was alone aimed at. The naval 
officer commanding, indignant at this violation of the 
laws of war then ordered the attack. We saw the entry 
in the ' Terrible's ' log book of the action. 

The rain fell heavily when we retired to rest ; and 
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in some places, where the canvass is weak, came 
through, forming little pools on the ground. 

SOtA C^undayJ. — A fine day, fortunately, and the 
ground drying fast. Went over to Pera, and, after a 
stroll, attended afternoon service at the British embassy. 
I must confess to have been completely disappointed in 
my ideas of the former. It being the European quarter, 
and residence of all the ambassadors, I had at least ex- 
pected some little regard to cleanliness, and perhaps one 
decent street, where the penalty of a dislocated ancle, 
or a foot saturated in liquid filth, might not necessarily 
arise from looking at any object except the ground. 
I was grievously in error. There might perhaps be a 
little less dirt than at Stamboul, and pools in the streets 
instead of a broad sewer ; but, as regards the general 
architecture — mean, dirty houses, and extremely narrow 
lanes (streets they could scarcely be called) — ^no diflFer- 
ence existed. The gates of the different ambassadorial 
residences opened on the street ; but the houses them- 
selves are built at a little distance within. The British 
representative resides in a massive edifice, apparently of 
recent structure, surrounded on all sides by filthy little 
hovels, and a little out of the main road. The building 
is of quadrangular shape, with a court in the centre. 
The windows and gates are very strongly guarded by 
thick iron staunchions. The room appropriated as a cha- 
pel is very small, not capable of holding more than about 
fifty people (the number present), and very plainly fitted 
up with a few wicker chairs. The chaplain read and 
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preached impressively. The congregation apparently 
consisted of mercantile or trades -people : none of 
the attaches of the embassy, and only three or four 
officers. I was equally disappointed in the shops of 
Pera, which appeared even meaner than those at Stam- 
boul; the owners seemed chiefly French. The few 
hotels were singularly unprepossessing in exterior. Even 
Mysseri's, spoken so favorably of in Murray, has a very 
insignificant entrance, though I believe the house itself 
is tolerably comfortable within. As welljas the other 
hotels here, it is at present crowded to excess. There is 
more traffic in Gralata, where the hotels and cafes are 
numerous ; and, judging from the " naval " character of 
the signboards, the last named suburb is the favorite 
resort of the British sailors. 

The gates of Constantinople are numerous. These 
are the only objects of the nature of defence that seem to 
remain, and are half ruinous. They are placed at inter- 
vals in the streets. There is a large round tower in 
Galata, on the summit of which two balls are hoisted 
in the event of fire. 

Returned to dinner in camp. As at Malta, we are 
" rationed " on bread and meat. Yesterday we had 
tolerably good pork, and to-day fresh mutton (a supply of 
food that is very indifferent in the East). Vegetables — 
at least potatoes — are bad and scarce. Fortunately, 
eggs in the East are generally procurable and good; 
as cheap too, as in Malta. Cow's milk, well watered, 
and very different from the rich, good goat's milk. 
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The natives are great rogues, and cheat as much as 
they possibly can. 

We are by experience learning the currency. The 
advantage of bringing, as I have luckily done, gold fix>m 
England, is now evident; for from its unadulterated 
metal it is in demand, and the equivalent of from Is. to 
2s. 6d. more than the value at home (or from 100 to 
135 piastres) is given. We have already learnt some 
"wrinkles" in currency. Twenty piastres in silver is 
equivalent to ^wenty-five in notes, and the price of arti- 
cles in the shops is calculated by the latter mode. The 
notes are issued for ten and twenty piastres : the marks 
of distinction are very slight. I have said, I think, that 
the value of a piastre is 2|d., or thereabouts. 

Every one who has read books on Constantinople 
has seen mention of the flocks of birds, a kind of plover, 
that sweep over the Bosphorus in droves, and never ap- 
pear to be at rest. They are politely termed " the souls 
of the damned,' ' who cannot find a refuge, and are 
driven to haunt perpetually the neighbourhood of their 
owners' bones. And this brings me to the subject of 
"cemeteries," also another well-known topic of writers on 
the East. Of these I ought to be able to speak, for our 
encampment is situated close to the largest. The Turks, 
I beUeve, from some tradition (now not unlikely to be 
realized), that they will be driven again into Asia, 
prefer this shore of the Bosphorus for their sepulture, 
although there are many large burial grounds on the 
European side. Cemeteries are very numerous, and 
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large: the one especially alluded to, I at first took 
for a plantation of cypresses. This appearance arises 
from the fact, I believe, of a young tree being planted 
over every grave. Thus, allowing for a number of the 
former not growing up, enough still remain to form a 
dense forest. Only one person is buried in a grave, 
which partly accounts for the great extent of the ceme- 
teries. The tomb stones are distinguished by the turban 
rudely carved over those of the male occupants only ; and 
also by various hieroglyphics, said to distinguish the call- 
ing of the defunct while in life. I was under the impres- 
sion that the Turks took great care to keep their burial- 
places in order ; quite the contrary is the case, as the 
tomb stones lay about in all directions, dilapidated : some 
large enclosures, containing the remains of persons of 
distinction, are however exceptions. I must not omit to 
allude to that most beautiful tree — the cypress. It is 
essentially funereal in aspect, although its symmetrical 
growth, and dense, but delicate, dark foliage, renders 
it no less an object to charm the eye: the nightin- 
gales, too, delight in the shelter. During a stroll this 
afternoon, their music was quite a treat. How Uttle I 
ever calculated, some months ago, on an evening ram- 
ble through a cemetery in Asia ! A fine night, but a 
little cool. 

May \Bt — On duty in camp to-day : very fine weather. 
Prince Napoleon (who, I beUeve, has been making a tour 
of the Ionian Isles, on his way to join the army) arrived 
this afternoon. Lord Raglan visited the camp in the 
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evening. Every one on the look out for baggage ponies, 
pack saddles, and panniers. 

2nd. — Another very fine day. Visited Pera. Called 
at a banker's to obtain Turkish money, and had the treat 
of seeing Galiffnani to the 20th ultimo. No news of 
importance. The bombardment of Odessa seemed to 
have been anticipated there. Went to the furthest end 
of Pera, and into the barrack of the Turkish Artillery. 
Heard the band playing, — an amusing burlesque on our 
English bands. Some of the tunes were I presume, na- 
tive melodies, and barbarous enough. They got through, 
however, a selection from * I Puritani :' the high notes 
appeared to me particularly defective. Two of the per- 
formers carried " trees " of small bells, which they ro- 
tated slowly. The vehicles here are miserably rude 
affairs, open at the sides, reminding one of the old draw- 
ings of those first introduced into England in Queen 
Elizabeth's time. Tried in vain to procure some read- 
able English books : the only works I could meet with, 
were a few common-place ones of large size. Met Prince 
Napoleon and his Staff. He resembles much his cele- 
brated uncle, as he was towards the close of his life, — 
being very stout. He is however a much larger built 
man. The guard-houses are numerous in Constantinople 
and its suburbs, the soldiers evidently doing the duty of 
poUce. Two vessels containing Horse Artillery have ar- 
rived from England ; the first instalment of that branch. 

3rrf. — ^Nothing of consequence occurred to-day ; and 
a mail from England (papers up to 18th April) having 
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arrived, I remaiiied in camp, reading the greater part of 
the day, which was very sultry. Thunder showers ap- 
pear to be coming on to-night. 

4tth. — Some heavy showers last night, and during the 
earlier part of this day occasional slight ones : the tem- 
perature much cooler. Explored the adjacent cemetery, 
the village of Scutari, and another one (Kade-koi) near 
the camp. In the latter there are several country-houses 
of the better (?) classes, — two-storied, wooden, veran- 
dahed buildings, with windows so numerous as nearly to 
touch each other. Attached to the domiciles are large gar- 
dens, but they appear to be almost entirely stocked with 
fruit-trees ; the flowers few, and poor. The only ones 
I have yet seen for sale in the bazaars are wall-flowers of 
the ordinary kind. The country apparently fertile, and 
the orchards numerous : the cherry-tree very common. 
In a blacksmith's shop I saw a novel mode of shoeing 
animals which I had previously heard of. The beast is 
thrown on his back, head kept down, and feet secured 
to a long pole which passes within them parallel to the 
body : the poor brute is thus helpless enough. They 
were oxen that I saw treated in this manner ; but I be- 
lieve the same plan is pursued with other animals. 

I this morning made an investment in a baggage 
pony to the very moderate amount of £7. The bargain- 
ing was rather ludicrous : the Turk did not understand 
• a word of English, or I of Turkish, except two or three 
obtained from a vocabulary in my hand ; the business 
was therefore telegraphic. He held up his hands spread 
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out to signify the price ten pounds, I put up seven fin- 
gers as my bid, at which he professed himself indignant 
at first, but after much gesticulation on both sides, he 
took my offer. Poor fellow, he probably had never seen 
so much money in his life, for after receiving it, he patted 
me on the back, flourished his arms, either as a benedic- 
tion on myself or the pony, and walked off. I was 
tolerably satisfied with my purchase, as for similar animals 
twelve or fourteen pounds had been paid. 

5M. — ^To-day being Friday and the Turkish Sabbath, 
I visited the " Sweet Waters " as they are called ; in 
other words, the extremity of the Golden Horn. It is 
the place of resort and recreation of the Constantinople 
"cockneys,"' and corresponds, I think, somewhat with 
the Parisian fetes. The Golden Horn, nearly six miles 
long, winds tortuously up a valley, with first a continua- 
tion of the suburbs ofGalata and Stamboul on its banks, 
and afterwards, rather bleak hills; but at the extre- 
mity, not broader there than a canal, the margins are 
more wooded, although on the whole the trees are small 
and few. But for this deficiency, the more apparent 
perhaps from the spring not having advanced further 
than the like season in England, the scenery would be 
very pretty. As it was, it reminded me a little of the 
passage between the upper and middle lakes of Killamey, 
without the Eagle's Cliff. 

Ill returning, the approach to Stamboul was more 
striking than the pull up the Horn. There are extensive 
arsenals on the banks of the latter, above Galata, which. 
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notwithstanding the present exciting period, look half 
deserted and inactive. Now, to particularize : — ^We left 
the first bridge, between Stamboul and Pera, at about 
twelve o'clock in a caique, passed under two other per- 
fect wooden structures, about half a mile distant from 
each other, and reached our destination after a row of 
about an hour and a quarter. The number of caiques 
towards the termination, formed quite a r^atta: the 
banks on each side, where the Horn terminates in a nar- 
row creek, were crowded with groups of females, appa- 
rently of all classes, dressed in most brilliant colors rnone 
mixed) ; amongst which, lilac, scaiiet, blue, green, and 
yellow, with black border, predominated. Large num- 
bers were seated on carpets, strictly apart from the male 
sex, talking with great volubility, and eating sweet meats ; 
the elder ones smoking, the younger coquettishly ad- 
justing their dresses by means of small hand mirrors 
brought with them, and looking with wondering and 
very beautiful eyes at the " Infidels " passing by. It 
was a matter of surprize to me ; Ist, that the females 
should be allowed to appear so prominently in public ; 
uid 2ndly, that no remarks or discontent were expressed 
at our sauntering leisurely by, and cbse to them. A 
number of visitors too, mixed fredy in the crowd, 
watching the performances of the mountebanks, and 
listening to singers and musicians, who raised a bar- 
barous, howling discord. There appeared to be a few 
Greek girls in groups by themselves, and numerous 
male Gredks making artides for sale. Then there were 
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the well-known " kobobs " of the East, vended (pieces 
of meat fried, and strung on skewers) ; " pillaus" of kid 
and rice ; all kinds of confectionery, lemonade, sherbet, 
coffee, &c. They seem to excel decidedly in sweet 
meats, which are numerous and I believe good. Some 
small ratifia cakes which we bought, were excellent : a 
kind of blanc-mange was much in request. Another 
common, and rather sickly sweetmeat is, I think, a com- 
pound of gum and sugar made into a paste, and cut in 
masses like figs. 

As regards the motley crowd, besides pedestrians, it 
was composed of carriages of all descriptions, including 
some few European vehicles, like broughams, followed by 
slaves running ; others, rude enough, and several " chars 
a banc'' drawn by oxen, decorated with gilded frontlets. 
Many of the carriages were placed by the side of the 
water, and the fair occupants engaged either in purchas- 
ing wares of itinerant salesmen; or, I regret to add, 
smoking, and gazing at the passers by. Other vehicles 
kept going round a circular short carriage drive in the 
field. There were several little boys, young members of 
the Sultan's, or some dignified Pasha's family, mounted 
on ponies, with rich saddle cloths ; the riders dressed like 
men, with swords and gold laced trowsers. The Sultan 
has a small summer-house here, and frequently attends 
these /e/e*. We saw an escort of lancers hovering about, 
and subsequently learnt that he made his appearance, 
driving a phaeton, after we had left. 

We took our departure at a quarter to four o'clock, 
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and reached Stamboul by five. The remains of an old 
aqueduct, and a portion of the ancient wall of Con- 
stantinople, were well-marked objects in the view as we 
descended. Our close proximity to the ladies, enabled 
us to gratify our curiosity relative to their charms. Many 
of them are certainly very handsome, their style of beauty 
generally blonde^ but with large, dark hazel eyes ; the 
complexion fair, with delicate rose-colored cheeks ; the fea- 
tures regular ; noses of the Grecian order, or else straight, 
very few retrousaes; full busts, and tendency to embon 
point; eyelids and nails of course tinged with henna, — 
the former, I think, rather an improvement than other- 
wise ; the hair for the most part brown, and arranged 
in bandeaux as in England. The most faulty feature 
appears to me the mouth : it is large, and the upper lip 
too prominent and deep. This is indicative of a rather 
scrofulous taint, and the style of beauty altogether par- 
takes of that character. The slaves, as I presume the fe- 
males of color to be, appeared to be treated well, and rode 
in the carriages. It is unnecessary for me to add that no 
men were in the vehicles, though there were a number 
of horsemen of all ranks present. Amongst others, Bashi- 
bazouks, a kind of irregular horse, or more correctly, 
banditti, who prowl about the country. They are pic- 
turesque-looking vagabonds, armed to the teeth, their 
girdles stuck full of weapons, and look as if they would 
have no compunction in cutting any one's throat. Their 
attire is very gaudy, with turbans of bright colors. I 
was amused at seeing one the other day with an umbrella 
to complete his equipment, slung behind him. We 
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haye been warned not to leaye the camp except armed 
and in company. 

There was a fire last night in Stamboul, which did I 
believe considerable damage. It took place about twelve 
o'clock, and the spectacle from this side of the water, I 
am told, was very attractive. 

6tA. — A " firman" having been obtained, I joined a 
large party in visiting the mosques and palace. We 
were first taken to the ^^ Cistern of Constantine," an 
extensive subterranean chamber, supported on numer- 
ous lofty columns. Its antiquity appeared to be the 
only interest associated with it. We next visited the 
mosque of Sultan Achmet. It possessed the usual 
characteristics of a lofty dome, with a number of smaller 
ones; the former supported on four enormous pillars, 
thirty-six yards (feet ?) in circumference. The floor en- 
tirely covered with rich Turkey carpet, as in all the 
mosques. An ancient, lofty chair, inlaid with mother- 
of-pearl, is pointed out as the throne of Constantino — 
now used as the Sultan's seat. The candles in Romish 
churches are large, but do not bear comparison with 
those of the Mahommedans. In this mosque, they 
were from four to five feet in circumference, and pro- 
portionately high. There are two, generaUy, placed at 
the altar, or place corresponding to it. The small oil 
lamps, hung on brass chandeliers of somewhat fragile 
construction, are almost innumerable. Their effect when 
lighted must be very fine, as there are also large num- 
bers placed in the gallery, round the summit of the 
dome. The windows in the latter, and indeed in all parts 
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of the building, are very numerous. The pulpit, where 
the Koran is expounded, is very lofty. This is the only 
mosque contaming six minarets. We next proceeded to 
the great attraction of Constantinople^ — the mosque of 
St. Sophia, and I must premise the difficulty (impossii- 
bility almost) of giving anything approaching to a cor- 
rect description of this beautiful structure, after a single 
brief visit. It differs from the one first noticed, in the 
exquisite beauty of the columns, forty in number, of 
green marble, porphyry, syenite, &c., &c., plundered 
from Greek temples, and even in those days of great 
value; also in an elaborate Mosaic ceiling, inlaid originally 
with the richest gilding — now appearing in many places, 
where the paint, with which it had been defaced by the 
Moslems, is wearing off. Then the walls are composed 
of marbles of every description. The traces of the Chris- 
tian origin of this temple are evident in several places. 
Amongst others, four representations of angels on the 
dome, are disfigured by the faces being covered with a 
large star. The remains of the cross on the doors are also 
apparent. The whole of the vast area is covered with the 
richest Turkey carpets of large size. A number of people 
were at their devotions, and raised a chant much like that 
of the monks in Romish churches. The view from an 
extensive gallery, reached by a winding broad staircase, 
entered firom without the mosque, is unique, and striking 
in the extreme. Nothing could surpass the richness of 
the coup cFceil in the subdued Ught. The Sultan's " pew" 
was very handsome. The gallery, I should have said. 
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was intended for females* The shape of the mosque is 
octagonal; the dome 180 feet high. The exterior is 
singularly plain and massive in appearance. In all the 
mosques, there is an antechamber with a fountain, by 
means of which the preliminary ablutions are performed. 

Another mosque, that of Suleiman the Magnificent, 
by an oversight, was not shewn to us. It was built 
about the sixteenth century, in imitation of St. Sophia, 
which it resembles in the main, although the columns, of 
beautiful white marble, are in better harmony, guide- 
books say, with the building. St. Sophia was completed 
in the fifth century, but the dome underwent alterations 
until as late a period as the tenth. Three semi-cupolas 
surround the main one. There are numerous other 
mosques, but the same form and decoration, both exter- 
nally and within, are, I believe, universally observed. 

In St. Sophia, owing to the Christian origin, the 
Mussulmen prostrate themselves in a direction somewhat 
oblique to the building. As in Sultan Achmet's, the 
small lamps hang like stars all over the building. 

In the galleries of all the mosques are chambers, 
which are devoted to the novel purpose of treasuries, — 
money being thus secured fix>m the rapacity of the public 
functionaries. A very large massive building, intended 
for an Ecole Poly technique y is being erected, adjacent to 
St. Sophia, so near as rather to impair the view in the 
distance. When the scaffolding is removed, and the 
edifice now approaching completion finished, this eye-sore 
may not be so perceptible. 
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The Seraglio and Palace of the Sultan cover a large 
space of ground, — Murray says, three miles, — and form 
an irregular mass of building, bearing, now, evident marks 
of neglect and decay ; for the Sultan, I understand, has 
not lived there since his accession, some thirteen years 
ago. The entrance is through an ancient gate, from which 
the term, "Sublime Porte," derives its origin. This 
opening conducts into a spacious court-yard, and along 
an avenue of very old cypresses to the palace itself. We 
were, however, only shewn that portion of it termed the 
summer palace, overhanging the junction of the Sea of 
Marmora with the Bosphorus, and the gardens. From 
the windows of the former, the view was very fine. On 
the whole there was a very evident feeling of disappoint- 
ment excited by the apartments : few were of any size, 
the decorations, though gaudy and rich in gilding, were 
not substantial, — wood stained to represent marble, etc. 
One small room was rather an exception, containing a 
stove inlaid with gold, and a bedstead, the pillars of 
which were gold, studded with precious stones. The walls 
were also wrought in mosaic and richly gilded. There 
are long galleries, the sides of which are decorated with 
common, French, colored prints. The gardens prettily 
laid out, and kept in good order : there was a delightful 
perfume from the wall-flower, which appeared to be the 
chief ornament. A portion of the old Byzantine wall 
passes close by the Seraglio. There is a very handsome 
fountain outside the " Porte." Fountains are very nu- 
merous in Constantinople and its suburbs: they are 
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circular buildings^ roofed, with the sides sometimes 
formed of ornamental iron (?) work, and gilded. There 
are a number of basins for drinking, resting on a kind 
of table within, and attached by chains : these can be 
taken hold of through orifices in the iron work. The 
water also gushes out below near the ground, into re- 
ceptacles, for the purpose of ablution. It is strange 
that a people so filthy in their attire, dwellings, and 
streets, should possess such abundant means of cleanli- 
ness as are afforded by the baths and fountains. 

In the grounds of the Seraglio there is a pillar to the 
memory of the Emperor Theodosius, fifty feet in height 

We were shewn the place of sepulture of the ljj;e, 
and father of the present. Sultan. It is a kind of small 
mosque, erected apparently for the purpose. Under the 
dome are seven yery elevated marble tombs — ^the exterior 
covered with rich shawls pertaining to the defunct and his 
six wives. At the head of the Sultan's tomb was placed his 
fez, with a splendid diamond aigrette ; and by the side of 
each, a large volume — either the Koran or extracts from 
it. Each tomb was surrounded by railings three feet high, 
inlaid with mother-of-pearl, — the Sultan's, of course^ 
much the handsomest. We saw another ^'lion" which 
I should have alluded to before. — viz., an extensive open 
space — a portion of the ancient hippodrome, near the 
mosque of Sultan Achmet, in which are two pillars (one 
much decayed) of the Byzantine era. 

I wound up the day's honizing with a Turkish bath, 
an operation for which the dust arising from so much 
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perambulation through the streets had well prepared me. 
Before alluding to this, I must notice the extremely lu- 
dicrous effect produced by a large party of some fifty 
officers, walking the mosques, etc., without any covering 
for their feet save stockings — ^boots and shoes of all 
kinds dangling in their hands. Punch could give an 
exellent caricature of the scene. The number of times 
we put them on and took them off must have been at 
least ten. 

The Turks are evidently aware of the deference to 
their habits enforced by our authorities, for whilst we 
were in St. Sophia, we noticed a large party of French 
naval officers and ladies, all of whom wore their boots. 
Either from a natural desire to seem on terms of equality 
with the latter, or else from a sense of the rather inelegant 
appearance an officer walking amongst ladies with Wel- 
lington boots in his hands, presented, some of our party 
began putting them on again ; upon which the Turks 
present set up an angry howl, so that they were obliged 
to desist and comply once more with the restriction. 

To resume the subject of baths. I must condense a 
description of the laborate process by saying that the 
victim is "stewed" in three separate apartments, the 
beat being gradually raised, until with some persons, 
respiration is difficult: then he is ''kneaded,'' rubbed 
with horsehair brushes, and finally lathered with a kind 
of agreeable Castille soap, well sluiced with warm water, 
swathed with towels, and conducted to an antechamber, 
where he reposes on a couch, drinking coffee and sher- 
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bet, and smoking until he is cool. During the process 
of steaming, and when you recline on the heated marble 
slabs, it is also customary to smoke and take coffee, and 
as my companion and I wished to do the whole thing 
a la Turque, we complied with the custom. 

There are two modes of smoking ; the " chibouk/' a 
pipe \^ath a cherry-stalk stem, a yard or more long, with 
the bowl resting on the ground ; and the " narghili,*' 
which the ladies more generally use, in which the smoke 
is cooled by means of a long elastic tube passed through 
a vase of rose-water. The tobacco, too, is milder, and, 
I believe, a combination with other narcotic substances. 
The apartments are vaulted, with little circular glass 
windows in the roof. The victim moves about in pat- 
tens. The interval occupies altogether from an hour 
and a quarter to two hours. The clothes are tied up in 
a bundle ; valuables, watch and purse, locked in a cup- 
board, the key of which one of the attendant imps (who 
lead necessarily a life only comparable to that of a stoker 
to a steamer in the tropics, or denizen of the lower re- 
gions), retains. The honesty of the Turks is proverbial, 
so no one fears to trust them. Every traveller, I think, 
speaks favourably of the coffee. It is given in very 
handsome china cups, not holding more than a table- 
spoonful, which are handed in a kind of receptacle of 
silver or metal. The beverage is made from the berry 
pounded in a mortar, boiled slightly, and sweetened with 
a kind of syrup (honey ?) ; no milk of course. I liked 
it pretty well, but still prefer the cafe au lait of a French 
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restaurant. We walked to the scene of the fire, and 
saw the rafters still smouldering. It appeared to have 
done much damage, but the occurrence is too common, 
and the people too apathetic, to cause any sensation. 

The weather very fine. I should have mentioned 
that Lord Eaglan has taken a house here, and resides 
at the bottom of the slope on which we are encamped. 
It is rather curious that this ground should bear marks 
of having been made use of before for a like purpose. 
There are remains of raised terraces, and trenches in 
various forms. 

1th (Sunday). — Attended service with the brigade, 
necessarily a very short one. The sun being powerful 
and liable to be prejudicial to the men. Rain, with a 
slight tornado, came on about twelve o'clock, and con- 
tinued at short intervals throughout the day. Sir George 
Brown and stafi^, together with the 93rd Highlanders, 
and Rifle Brigade (all from Gallipoli) arrived in the 
afternoon. These two regiments are to be encamped. 

8M. — ^It has rained heavily during the night, and as a 
necessary result, our clothes are all more or less damp : 
the wood fires with diflBculty kept in. I take the oppor- 
tunity afforded by confinement in a tent, to notice one or 
two topics I have hitherto omitted. All travellers com- 
ment on the dogs of this country. From their remarks 
one would imagine them to be vtdld, and rather dangerous 
animals. They are quiet, fox-colored curs, resembling 
those employed as sheep dogs in the North of England. 
They are not allowed to be taken into the houses, and 
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consequently lay in the streets with their pups, to the 
great inconvenience of pedestrians. 

The minarets about which so much is spoken, re- 
semble in appearance the round towers of Ireland, but 
are much loftier. Near the summit, the roof painted (?) 
black, converges to a point, surmounted by a gilded 
crescent, thus affording the simile of a huge candle with 
an extinguisher on it. There are generally two galleries 
round the outside, one about the middle, another near 
the top, by means of which the illumination on reUgious 
and festive occasions is produced. The Ramazan (Turk- 
ish lent) is at hand. It lasts about a month, and is suc- 
ceeded by three days* rejoicing — ^the Bairam. I beUeve 
the illuminations will then take place. 

There are two kinds of dervishes — one the " How- 
ling," who have a convent dose to us at Scutari ; the 
other *' the Dancing," whose abode is situated in the 
main street of Pera. I beUeve they are rather impostors 
than fanatics, and I have little curiosity to see them. 
They are recognizable in the streets by a kind of conical, 
black sheep-skin cap, and flowing robe of some dark 
brown stuff. 

9tA. — A continuation of heavy rain during the night 
and this day. Nothing occurred requiring mention. 

10 tA. — A fine day, and the ground (rapidly becom- 
ing, like that at Chobham, a morass) is fast drying up. 
The guns this morning announced the arrival of His 
Royal Highness the Duke of Cambridge. Some more 
Artillery also have arrived, and a part of the 19th R^- 
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ment, the r«st of that corps having been here some time. 
A number of transports with munitions of war have 
come in. In one of them a fire broke out on her pas- 
sage, and many thousand cartridges were thrown over- 
board. Subsequently it was found that the act was 
perfectly unnecessary ; the ammunition destroyed being 
in a position secured from the risk of fire. Went shop- 
ping in Galata and Pera, accompanied by my servant. 
Every article very high. Marshal St. Arnaud, command- 
ing the French army, has arrived. 

II tA. — ^Rowed to Therapia, some six miles up the 
Bosphorus on the European side, — the country residence 
of the Ambassadors and Europeans generally. It is a 
village, rather cleaner than usual, situated in a small bay 
sheltered by trees, with a long street of detached villas 
extending up the side of the Bosphorus, and commanding 
a delightful prospect in all directions. There is a broad 
dean road between the houses and the water ; also an 
hotel of respectable exterior, which I hear well spoken of. 

The contrast to the filthy streets and houses g( Pera 
was very agreeable, and I cannot well imi^ine any one 
residing in the latter, who had the option of living at 
Therapia. The Bosphorus, previously averaging from 
one to two miles in width, expands into a sheet at water, 
resembling a lake above, called the Gulf of Buyuk-Dereh. 
The scenery the whole way from Scutari is very pic- 
turesque and varied. Palaces, country houses, sur- 
rounded with delightful ground and terraces, on which 
were orange and lemon trees bearing fruit; alternate 
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tracts of cultivated ground, and rude hills with occa- 
sional clusters of trees now verdant with spring foliage 
(the beautiful pink blossom of the judasthe, a kind of 
acacia, is conspicuous) ; the whole forming, with the ad- 
vantage of a bright summer's day, the most diversified 
and, I think, attractive series of prospects I have ever 
witnessed. About half way up, the castles of Europe and 
Asia (second edifices of the name) are prominent features, 
and in the distance add much to the effect in ascending 
or descending the Bosphorus firom the land side, jut- 
ting out prominently, and imparting a lake-like charac- 
ter to the view. The former is now used, I believe, 
as a state prison, and is much the largest and most 
striking in appearance. It consists of two very large 
loop-holed towers on a rocky eminence, encompassed 
with walls in which are built several smaller towers, 
sloping to the sea. 

About a mile below Therapia is a large and rather 
plain building, — circular, and with innumerable windows, 
— a feature all the edifices here are characterized by. It 
is called after Mehemet Ali, and is, I believe, a kind of 
summer palace. The bend of the Bosphorus on which it 
stands (the straits being throughout tortuous and vary- 
ing much in width) is called Beicos Bay, where the 
Black Sea fleet was stationed. There were several French 
ships of war there, and in the small creek Therapia stands 
on. About a mile above Tophana, situated close to the 
entrance of the Golden Horn and a contination of Galata, 
is a very handsome palace on the mai^ of the water. 
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DOW erecting for the Sultan, who occupies a smaller 
residence in the immediate neighbourhood. A mile or 
so further down is an extensive but plain range of build- 
ing, now tenanted by Prince Napoleon and his suite. A 
large French war steamer lay adjacent. 

The dolphins are very numerous in the Bosphorus. 
They rolled about so near, as to give rise to a little 
apprehension of the caique being upset by them. The 
fishermen have a curious contrivance — ^little watch-boxes, 
erected at the height of forty feet, on strong wooden 
stakes in the water. Ropes on pullies, fastened to a pole 
projecting from the watch tower, are attached to large 
nets, which are sunk. The whole is a contrivance, by 
means of which, it is presumed, the fisherman can dis- 
cover, owing to the clearness of the water, the entry of a 
shoal of fish, and then, by the help of the pullies and 
ropes, raise the nets and capture them. I have been 
told that somewhat similar means are employed in parts 
of England and Ireland (?). 

There appeared to be a number of English and 
French families resident at Therapia. 

Three or four strong currents ran near the shore, so 
as to oblige the boatmen to disembark and tow up the 
caique. I should think the navigation rather difficult 
for large ships. The French have a depot of coals for 
their fleet a little below Therapia. The whole excursion 
was a very delightful one, occupying about five hours 
and a half. 

Transports with the 30th Infantry from Gibraltar, 
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and, it is said, part of a cavalry regiment, have arrived. 
Lord De Ros (Quarter-Master-General) is reported to 
have sailed for Varna ; a proceeding rather ominous of 
our departure. The mosques are all illuminated this 
evening, the Ramazan having probably commenced. The 
effect, on a fine night, is very pretty. It seems to be 
produced by lamps arranged round the balconies, with 
which all the minarets are furnished. 

l2tA. — ^A fine day. Went again to the Valley of 
Sweet Waters. It is reported that the Light Division 
of the English force is to proceed to the frontier in a 
week or so. The temperature now is almost as variable 
as in England : to-day, in the morning and afternoon, the 
heat was great ; this evening, it became suddenly windy 
and very cold. During the night there is rather a 
medley of sounds; the performers being frogs (very 
animated in the East), nightingales, and wild dogs. 

IStA. — A windy, cold day. Took a ride, skirting 
along an arm of the Sea of Marmora extending from 
the village of Kade-koi, adjacent to our camp, far inland 
to the left. The view of the Prince's Islands, studded 
with a few houses, and several small towns along the coast, 
was pretty. Roads, execrable. The fountains on the 
roadside are numerous. Adjacent to some, and behind 
them, are raised stone platforms with steps. These, I 
infer, are intended for travellers, when resting, to say 
their prayers. The Mussulmen indeed pray, in all places, 
at all times, and in the midst of their occupations. I 
have seen them thus engaged in their shops, during 
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business hours. The Turks carry rosaries, the beads of 
which are very numerous ; I believe, a hundred. I saw 
many vineyards; the trees appeared to have been cut 
down, and were now sprouting about a foot high. The 
wine is bad. That from the Island of Tenedos, caUed 
after it, is a kind of light claret. There is another 
termed Broussa, from the town in Asia Minor, better, 
and like an indifferent hock. The com appeared to be 
coming up well ; but the fields in which it is cultivated 
are few. 

lAtA (ISundayJ, — The early part of the morning 
showery, and the service, fixed at seven o'clock, did not 
take place. The day, afterwards cleared up, and I took 
a walk to the top of a mountain about two miles off. 
The view from the summit was very extensive and fine, 
notwithstanding that a haze in the distance impaired it. 
The Bosphorus was visible as far as the castles. 

The extensive tract of country seen consisted almost 
entirely of pasturage, although the cattle appeared re- 
markably few, possibly (?) from their being shut up in 
sheds during a part of the day. I noticed that some of 
the houses of a better description have a burial-ground 
attached to them. There are, however, graves in the 
fields, on the road-sides, and, in fact, everywhere. 

15M. — A cold wet night, with lightning and heavy 
thunder-showers. This morning the rain has ceased, 
and the day appears inclined to clear up. The weather 
and the season, so far, resemble much the climate of 
England at this time of year. The temperature is certainly 
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quite as variable, for we have had sudden alterations 
from a low degree up to 85. 

l6tA. — Heavy rain and thunder again to-day. On 
duty in camp, and thus probably escaped a ducking out 
of it. 

17 tk. — Rain during the night, but this morning it is 
clearing up, and promises to remain fine. Inspection of 
troops in the morning by Lord Raglan. Lord De Ros, 
Quarter-Master-General, arrived this morning from Varna, 
whither he had proceeded, relative, it is presumed, to the 
accommodation of troops there. A consultation of gene- 
ral officers at the Commander-in-Chiefs house after the 
review. 

18M. — A fine day. Several transports seen this morn- 
ing entering the harbour towed by steamers ; as yet we 
have not heard what they are or what they contain. Went 
to witness the devotions of the " Howling Dervishes," in 
their convent at Scutari this afternoon, — ^Thursday being 
the day on which the public are admitted. Their proceed- 
ings, and those of their * dancing brethren,* are rather hack- 
neyed topics, and therefore a very brief notice will suffice. 
The room or chapel was a small, low-roofed apartment, 
the walls covered with writings framed, — amoral precepts, 
I believe, from the Koran. In a small recess, apparently 
a kind of altar, were several instruments, exactly resem- 
bling, if not actually, battle-axes ; also numerous others 
on the wall, and used, we were told, for the inffiction of 
self-torture. A banner was also spread out on one side. 
We were shewn into a small gallery (another one — a 
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partdtioned space on the ground-floor being reserved for 
true believers). The ceremony occupying about an hour 
and a half, was to us a very monotonous and uninte- 
resting affair. The Dervishes, twenty in number, first 
said prayers in a low voice, kneeling on sheep skin 
mats, with which the boarded floor was covered. Then 
these were withdrawn, and half a dozen of the elders then 
sat down in a circle, alternately chanting in a loud dis- 
cordant voice, whilst the remainder stood round them 
keeping up a loud chorus, accompanied by a twisting of 
the body and head from side to side, and stamping of 
feet, sometimes slowly, at others vigorously. This rather 
exhausting procedure rendered it necessary for them to 
divest themselves of clothing from time to time, which 
was received by an attendant. The Superior, a venerable 
man, clothed in a kind of pink moreen gown, was treated 
with great respect, his hand being kissed and pressed to 
the forehead, by everyone entering and leaving the room. 
He did not take an active part in the gesticulations, etc., 
but merely exercised a kind of supervision. A number 
of children (of the dervishes?) were present, and as- 
sisted in the proceedings. Near the conclusion a very 
singular feat was performed. One of the members 
lay down at full length on his face : the Superior then 
pressed and rubbed one of his feet over the surface of 
the recumbent body, winding up with standing on it for 
a few seconds. The same was done to another man, who, 
however, lay on his back. Then, to our surprise, fol- 
lowed several small children, one apparently still in arms. 



Digitized by 



Google 



70 A SAD EVENT. 

We thought the priest would now content himself with 
the " shampooing " process alone, but he went through 
the whole ceremony. I fancy he must have rested a good 
deal of his weight on his supporting brethren, as other- 
wise the children would have been hurt. They did not, 
however, appear to suffer, and one went on eating food 
the whole time. The rite, I suppose, inculcated humility, 
or else was a kind of charm agamst some disease. A 
colored woman was the last submitted to the process. 

Lord Raglan sailed in the 'Caradoc,' at five o'clock 
this evening, for Varna. 

l9tA. — A very hot day. The temperature averaging 
between 80 and 90 under cover. Heavy thunder and 
lightning in the evening, and showers. The head tjuar- 
ters of the 17th Lancers arrived — the first cavalry of our 
force. No news of any kind. 

20tA, — Heavy rain during the night, and a very sad 
accident has occurred in consequence. Two officers of 
the 93rd Highlanders, after dining out, were returning to 
camp this morning about four o'clock. A sort of gutter 
(it scarcely could be termed rivulet), had to be crossed, 
which, although at other times it would have scarcely 
wetted their feet, had swelled to a small torrent, and they 
were carried off by it. One saved himself by clinging 
to a tree, but the other was swept away and has not 
been heard of. Such are the particulars as fiEir as yet 
known. 

20M. — ^Weather still very variable — ^heavy showers. 
The * Caradoc ' has retmned after landing Lord Raglan 
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at Varna. This steamer is to return there to-morrow 
with some Sappers, who are to prepare a landing-place for 
the troops. She also brought a rumour of the invest- 
ment of Silistria by the Russians, and of a movement of 
French troops to raise the seige. If the report be cor- 
rect, it is surmised that the town would be taken before 
relief is afforded. Other accounts say that the enemy 
have been for some time "invisible " to the Turks, who 
seem to be remiss in patrolling and reconnoitring ; that 
a misunderstanding has existed between Gortschakoff, 
the Russian General, and his second in command, and 
the result has been the retreat of their forces. This 
evening three or four transports, towed by steamers, have 
arrived, containing the 56th Regiment from Gibraltar, 
with some more Lancers and Artillery. 
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A SAD EVENT — LOSS OP THE TIGEB — ^BASHI-BAZOUKS — SULTAN QOXNG 
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THE FIELD. 

21*/. — ^Weathee still unsettled; heavy showers this 
morning, and the after part of the day very cold and 
raw. More transports arrived, I believe with Artillery. 
The body of the officer drowned has not yet cast up. 
The occurrence was as singular as melancholy ; for about 
an hour previous and half an hour subsequent to the 
event, the gutter was in its usual state, and passable 
without the slightest danger. It is conjectured, there- 
fore, that some mill-dam gave way up the country, and 
thus caused a sudden and temporary influx of water. 
The * Caradoc ' retiuned to Varna this evening, and the 
Commander-in-Chief is expected back in the course of 
to-morrow. 

22nd. — Two steamers, apparently transports, arrived 
this morning ; one towing a sailing vessel. News from 
home up to the 8th. Occupied the greater part of day 
in purchasing the numerous articles requisite for a bag- 
gage horse — ^pack saddle, forage bag, ropes, etc. ; owing 
to the well-known practice in the East of asking a price 
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about double of that which, should the bargaining be 
conducted long enough, the natives will take. Shopping 
is an eminently disagreeable employment, especially 
when it involves the purchase of seven or eight diflferent 
articles. An amount of gesticulation and flexibility of 
countenance is required, to a rather fatiguing extent oir 
a hot day. 

Preparations made by the erection of mounds, scaf- 
folding, etc., for the celebration of Her Majesty's birth- 
day, on the 24th instant, in our brigade camp. My 
impressions of the indifference of the Turks to the pre- 
servation of their cemeteries, were strengthened by a 
visit to Scutari proper, a town of some size, about two 
miles from the Guards' camp. The road skirting the 
cemetery and walls near it, had been extensively repaired 
with grave-stones. I saw the funeral of a Turkish sol- 
dier to-day. The body was conveyed in a rough shell, 
covered with a scanty patchwork shroud, on the shoulders 
of four men. They walked at a quick pace, for the only 
time it is said a Mussulman hurries, is on such occa- 
sions — ^from their belief that the soul of the departed is 
not at rest until the body is interred. They take the 
corpse out of the coffin, place it in the grave with a 
pitcher of water, put stones on it, and then depart with- 
out saying prayers of any kind. In the case I have 
idluded to, a few comrades of the deceased followed. 

2Srd. — ^A fine day: Lord Raglan returned this after- 
noon, bringing news of a disastrous occurrence in the 
Black Sea — the destruction of an English steam frigate. 
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the * Tiger/ by the Russians. During the continuanoe of a 
fog which lasted for a number of days, she unfortunately 
ran aground about four miles from Odessa. In that posi- 
tion, after the crew had tried ineffectually to get her oflF 
by throwing all the guns but one overboard, she was 
attacked by the enemy, who brought down heavy artil- 
lery to bear on her at a very close range. After a defence 
in which, it is said, the Captain lost both legs, she was 
captured, although not before the British had set fire to 
her. The Russians are reported to have treated the 
wounded and prisoners humanely. Lord Raglan accom- 
panied Omar Pasha to Shumla, and saw the defences, 
etc. Silistria it appears is by no means so closely in- 
vested b) the enemy as we have heeurd. 

24^^.— The Light Division (77th, 88th, Rifle Brigade, 
7th, 19th, 28rd, and 33rd) said to be under orders to- 
morrow, Saturday, and it is expected that the whole 
expeditionary force will leave for the fjx)ntier as soon as 
the shipping and commissariat arrangements will admit. 
The difficulty in procuring baggage horses by the com- 
missariat seems to be the great drawback to active ope- 
rations. Rumours of a Russian ship of war being taken 
in the Baltic ; ako that Austria has declared war against 
tussia. 

^^^o-day, Her Majesty's birthday was celebrated by 

isual demonstration amongst the troops ; in the after- 

by games and races, and in the evening by an illu- 

ition, for which purpose, a handsome kind of obelisk 

i been erected. These proceedings, doubtless, aston- 
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ished the Turks. The weather fine and settled, but the 
evenings cold. 

25tA. Weather settled and agreeable, not too hot. 
A troop of irregular cavalry, more correctly " Bashi- 
bazouks," (Anglice^ robbers, corresponding somewhat to 
the free lances of former days,) passed by on a road near 
the camp. A more picturesque and villainous looking 
set of vagabonds I never saw. They were of all ages, 
some old, grey bearded men, and apparently of different 
countries, for there were blacks amongst them, armed 
with every variety of weapons, pistol, sword, lance, and 
carbines of all lengths and forms ; some richly inlaid with 
silver. Then their dress and the housings of their horses 
were equally varied, of all colors. They were evidently on 
the march, for their baggage brought up the rear. In 
number they were about sixty : at their head, a large 
banner was carried, with devices on a green ground. 
Two men in the front kept up a noise on small kettle 
drums, beat with flat pieces of wood. The cattle were 
small lean-looking animals, although probably capable of 
much endurance. 

26/A. — Crossed over to the Sultan's palace, above 
Tophana, in order to see him going to mosque, which 
event takes place every Friday — the Turkish Sabbath. 
Near the appointed hour (twelve o'clock), troops began 
to arrive, and line the passages leading to the mosque — 
a small one, not more than a quarter of a mile from the 
palace, and situated in an insignificant street. Five 
horses, covered with the richest housings, and bridles 
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inlaid with precious stones, were being led about. The fact 
of the Sultan having mounted in the court-yard was made 
known by a burst of acclamation fjx)m his suite, etc. (?), 
sounding rather like a moumM howl ; and he emerged 
into the street, in front of his residence. He rode at a 
very slow pace, surrounded on both sides by a long 
cortege of officers on foot, headed by one mounted dig- 
nitary of high rank — a minister or grand vizier (?). The 
different bands struck up, and regiments saluted as he 
passed. As regards personal appearance, I am sorry to 
record that his majesty impresses one rather unfavorably. 
If his features are not what are called " ugly," they must 
at least be termed "very plain." His head tolerably well 
shaped; eyes smaU, grey, and passionless; nose rather 
retrousse^ amounting nearly to a snub, and, moreover his 
skin pitted with the small pox ; mouth pretty good, rather 
straggling black whiskers and moustache, cut close. A 
countenance more apathetic and singularly devoid of any 
expression, I never witnessed. He sat his horse like an 
automaton, scarcely moving his head. His dress was a 
kind of paletot of dark cloth, with a diamond collar ; the 
red fez worn by Turkish officers and soldiers, with a 
button in the centre, and white trousers. Writers say 
he is well informed, well read, and every one admits, 
humane and just —qualities rare in a Sultan, and rather 
contrasting with those evinced by his worthy parent. It 
is said that the massacre of the Janissaries, and other si- 
milar acts of his father, made a great impression on the 
present monarch, then a boy, and has given him a horror 
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of bloodshed. Probably, in no reign since the establish- 
ment of the Ottoman empire, has there been so little. 

I went afterwards to see the new palace building 
for the Sultan by French architects. It is situated near 
the one at present occupied, which is a plain building of 
no great size, on the edge of the water, shut in on the 
land side by a lofty waU, over which, and above the road 
in front, a gallery passes to the gardens. The site of the 
palace is well chosen, as it commands a delightful view 
of the Sea of Marmora and Scutari. It is a large hand- 
some building, the exterior covered with stucco work 
giving a rich appearance. The main entrance is from 
the water, by means of handsome gates : they lead to an 
extremely lofty entrance hall or chamber, resembling the 
dome of a mosque. The cupola is supported by lofty 
pillars, stuccoed to resemble marble, and a gallery sur- 
mounts them at a considerable height from the ground. 
The whole was as richly gilded and painted as I think 
art would admit, and certainly the effect was most bril- 
liant. In either wing of the building were several very 
large i^artments with ante chambers opening into them. 
One especially struck my attention. The ceiling and 
walls were painted in panels, the margins of which were 
most richly gQt. The subjects of the former were fruit 
and flowers, so beautifully represented, as almost to ap- 
pear in relief; of the latter, landscapes, representing dif- 
ferent countries and seasons, tropical and European 
scenery, and one view of the Arctic Regions. Most of 
the other large apartments were decorated in a somewhat 
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similar manner ; the floors were of oak, in a Mosaic style ; 
the doors rose-wood. The extent of the building was 
considerable, and confusing to a visitor. The expense 
must be enormous. Building appears to be the Sultan's 
hobby, and he is said to take much interest in the pro- 
gress of his palace. A mosque is also in process of 
erection outside the walls. A considerable space of 
ground is occupied, as there is an extensive range of 
building for servants. 

From thence, walked to the top of Pera, passed the 
extensive artillery barracks, and on to the Armenian bu- 
rial ground adjacent. This latter, not separated from the 
high road, is a " promenade " for the inhabitants of Pera, 
and there is a fine view of the fiosphorus from its elevated 
site. There is also a cafe^ and garden in the midst of 
it ; probably situated over the graves. Every one who 
has perused works on the East, has seen noticed the 
pecuharity of the Armenians, in carving on grave- 
stones, symbols of the trade or pursuit of the deceased. 
From the number of "scissors" I saw, tailoring ap- 
peared to have been a favorite pursuit. A more striking 
and absurd custom is practised, by representing, in like 
manner, those who had met with violent deaths. Thus, 
I saw on three tombs adjacent to each other, rude carv- 
ings, typical of men beheaded, holding the heads in their 
hands ; the bodies in a kneeling posture. One comer 
of the ground, and, it struck me, the prettiest, had been 
selected for the English burial place ; and, judging from 
dates on the tombs, has been so employed for at least 
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half a century. The melancholy records embraced chiefly 
merchants, ofScers, one or two clergymen, physicians and 
their families. 

The * Simoom ' arrived with the 79th Highlanders, 
after a mmderful passage of only seventeen days. The 
departure of the troops is postponed temporarily ; it is 
said, to await the arrival of a convoy, and to complete 
further commissariat arrangements. 

27M. — ^A blank day. No events of any kind. 

28M (Sunday). — Went with a party by wata*, skirt- 
ing the sea-wall of Stamboul, as far as the Seven Towers. 
Although said to be part of the old wall of Constantine, 
it differs here somewhat from that inland. Near the 
base are a large number of marble columns, lying trans- 
versely across and intermixed with the stonework. These 
columns may have been placed there by the Turks after 
the taking of Constantinople (?). The wall, throughout, 
is in the last stage of dilapidation, huge masses having 
fallen on the rocks below. The inland portion extends 
from the Seven Towers, a kind of state fortress on the 
Sea of Marmora, forming the extreme seaward boundary 
of Stamboul, across the neck of land on which the latter 
is built, to the Golden Horn, the opposite sea boundary ; 
a distance of about four miles. This part is much more 
complete than the rest, and is very picturesque and 
interesting. It consists of a triple wall with a fosse 
outside, which bore marks of having once contained 
water ; as, owing to the gradual ascent, stone barriers 
and flood-gates still remain, which regulated the influx. 
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This latter is now a garden. On the innermost wall are 
towers, at intervals of about a hundred feet ; and (at 
distances of about a mile apart), fortified gateways^ 
entered by means of bridges over the moat. Over several 
of the arched entrances is sculptured the ancient Greek 
cross, and some, supported by marble columns, are painted 
red ! Over one gateway is a Latin inscription, rather de- 
faced. Fart of it implied that these walls were built by 
Constantine, " with equal rapidity and strength.*' 

Additional support is given to some parts of the ex- 
tended line, by means of arches built in the masonry. 
Numerous shrubs and trees are growing on the summits 
and in the fosse — olive, ash and fig, now rich with spring 
foliage. The view in perspective, looking back, termi- 
nated by the Seven Towers and sea, was extremely pretty, 
and the more so from not being impaired, as I had 
conjectured, by the straggling houses, usually extending 
from the suburb of a large city into the country, and 
forming a link between them. Here, outside the walls 
are large cemeteries — Turkish and Greek, with meadows 
intervening. The Seven Towers — a misnomer now, as 
there are but four, presented nothing worth noticing 
externally, except that the capitals of some pillars had 
been built into them. We made a fruitless attempt to 
gain admission, but it seemed a '' firman'" was essential. 

In returning through Stamboul, we passed by the 
Jewish and Greek quarters, situated on the Golden 
Horn ; of course on a par with, or worse as regards the 
streets, than the Turkish part of the city. The Jewish 
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women wear a curious kind of arched coif as a head- 
dress. We went into the cathedral church of St. George. 
A small building, resembling exteriorly an Irish Ca- 
tholic chapel in architecture, but with no turret of any 
kind, or symbol to distinguish it from a private hall or 
house. Inside, it was rather showily gilded ; the walls 
ornamented with portraits of saints on panels, with silver 
work in relief, representing hands and feet. The Pri- 
mate's throne is rather handsome ; the wood inlaid with 
mother-of-pearl. Service was being performed very 
mechanically by two priests. Their dress, in and out of 
chapel, is a black stuff gown, with a square-shaped cap 
of the same color, about a foot high. 

I was surprised to find the building so small ; it could 
not, I think, contain more than two hundred people. 
Its exterior is so unimposing, that we passed by the 
wall enclosing it, without discovering the object we were 
in search of. There are some other Greek churches, 
near it, built exactly in the same style. The presence 
of our party in uniform, appeared to excite much 
curiosity in the neighboiu*hood. 

29/A. — ^The Light Division embarked to-day, and 
sailed this afternoon, either for Varna or some place 
in that vicinity. Rumours of a further advance of the 
Russians to vrithin a day's march of the town. The 
weather very hot during the early part of the day. It 
is amusing to see how the natives, who vend articles 
about the camp, are gradually picking up words of 
English. When we first came, the term " bono " was 

o 
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the only one employed by them, alike in praise of their 
own goods, and of our persons and nation. Now you 
are assailed by a variety of cries, such as, " I say, Johnny, 
ver good milko, figgees, nuttees," etc. The word " John- 
ny," is applied indiscriminately, and by no means re- 
spectfully, to all the British officers and men, without 
any fear of the consequences that will probably some day 
arise — a gentle admonition with the foot. 

SOtA. — No event worth notice. The Ramazan hav- 
ing commenced on the 24th, since then the minarets 
have been lit up every evening about nine o'clock. 

Zlst. — A review in honor of the Sultan. The time 
fixed on was twelve o'clock, and he made his appearance 
at half-past two ; the men having been kept under arms, 
in expectation of his arrival, during that long interval. 
He was dressed in the same costume I saw him in before, 
and rode a handsome black horse, with trappings deco- 
rated with silver. His retinue was very mean — a few 
officers on foot. The Duke of Cambridge was mounted 
on a pretty white Arab, with a housing one mass of gold 
embroidery, — the gifts (together with two other horses), 
of the Sultan. Lord Raglan has also received a similar 
present. The contrast between His Royal Highness and 
the Monarch was very striking in every respect, and 
eminently calculated to gratify the national feelings of 
the British Army. The Sultan first rode along the regi- 
ments, and then they marched past, in slow time, and 
off* the field. His countenance was almost as devoid of 
animation as when I first saw him. 
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June \sL — ^A large fleet with French troops, etc. 
(about fifteen vessels) towed by steamers, passed this 
afternoon en route to Vama : they came direct from Mar- 
seilles. Some regiments are also said to be encamped 
near the Golden Horn, but we have not heard their 
number, or whether they are to remain. Rumour says 
the Russian army is suffering severely from disease, but 
that the Grand Duke Constantine, who commands in 
conjunction with, or imder (?) Faskiewitch, is determined 
to risk an action. It is to be hoped he will. We have 
heard that our First (Light) Division is encamped some 
six miles from Varna. Silistria it appears is not closely 
invested — conununication being open on one side of the 
town. The weather continues settled : the heat not so 
great during the last two or three days. Mails from 
England : no news of interest. 

2nd, — Intelligence received of an important victory 
obtained by the Turks. The Russians, it appears, made 
a determined attack on Silistria and penetrated the lines. 
The Turks then effected a sortie, killing and wounding 
it is said, fifteen hundred, and taking a like number 
prisoners; a good many guns and munitions of war 
fell into their hands. The enemy afterwards retreated to 
a post called Trajan's Wall, from whence they had pre- 
viously advanced to blockade Silistria. 

It is also reported that some place of minor import- 
ance has been taken in the Baltic ; while Gali^ani of 
the 20th, states that several small out-forts of Sebastopol 
have been battered, prior to the commencement of a 

o2 
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more vigorous attack (?). Strange to say, toe have not 
heard this. Whether true or the contrary, it seems evi- 
dent that the Russians are experiencing reverses in all 
quarters, while their mortality by disease is known to be 
great. Our only cavaby regiment (17th Lancers), and 
artillery, embarked this afternoon for the seat of war. 
It seems now uncertain whether the Second Division, 
consisting of the 80th, 41st, 47th, 49th, 56th, and 95th 
Regiments, will not precede us. 

Srd. — Nothing to record, except the increased heat 
of the weather throughout the last two days. The coim- 
try is now rich in perfect spring foliage ; the fields bearing 
abundant crops, and barley already ripening. Excellent 
cherries and strawberries from the gardens of the adja- 
cent Greek village of Eade-koi, — the site, by the bye, of 
ancient Chalcedon. New potatoes too are plentiful and 
cheap. The evenings are as mild as can be desired : the 
dew very shght. A mail has arrived from England very 
rapidly ; only eight days via Marseilles. 

4stk (Sunday), — ^The heat to-day quite oppressive — 
ninety-six degrees in our tents, which are therefore 
almost uninhabitable. Even lying under a shade and 
without exertion of any kind, we perspire freely. No 
news, except a rumoured change of the Austrian Minis- 
try, which, if true, .would exercise an unfavorable influ- 
ence over that power with reference to the war ; the new 
Prime Minister being Russian in his sjrmpathies. 

5M. — Nothing new to-day. Took a ride to a lofty 
hill three miles off, commanding a delightful view, in one 



Digitized by 



Google 



85 

direction, of the Sea of Mannora and its islands; in 
another, of the Bosphorus winding up and expanding into 
the Gulf of Buyukdere, whilst in the foreground lay the 
camp and Stamboul. The country looks beautiful at 
present. The materiel of the prospect chiefly vine- 
yards (the vines very small), pasturage, and occasional 
oom-fields. 

I was not aware until this morning that the 8th 
Hussars arrived some days ago, and proceeded, without 
disembarkation, up to Varna. 

Qth. — News of the Russians having gained a slight 
advantage under disgraceful circumstances : — ^It is said 
they approached close to the walls of Silistria under the 
protection of a flag of truce, and then attacked the Turks 
with shells; the commandant, a distinguished officer, 
being killed. The heat very great — ninety-six degrees 
in the air, and above a hundred, in bell tents. 

1th. — The 42nd Highlanders have arrived, together 
with the 11th Light Dragoons. Our Division, consisting 
of the three battalions of Guards and the Highland bri- 
gade (42nd, 79th, and 98rd), is now complete. 

The weather again stormy; much wind, but little 
rain. 

%th. — Still very windy; showers during the night. 
A parade of the officers' baggage animals, which subse- 
quently were marched for practice a short distance into 
the country. The casualties numerous; such as pack- 
saddles and baggage slipping round, and the horses 
bolting and kicking their burthens off, others falling. 
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etc. The occupation of packing, at least to the uniniti- 
ated, employs a considerable time. 

9tA. — ^Weather still cold and windy. No events of 
any kind to record. 

lOtA. — ^The * Himalaya' arrived with the 5th Dra- 
goon Gruards. Orders to be in readiness to embark on 
Monday (12th), to sail on Tuesday for Varna. Heavy 
rain and wind during the night. A dep6t is to be formed 
here by the brigade, with which all baggage we do not 
purpose to carry on horses, is to be left. 

lit A CSundayJ .—Mmi part of the day occupied in 
separating and packing all the superfluous baggage not 
to be carried by animals ; a proceeding that reduced our 
effects very considerably. Mine consist of an old port- 
manteau, containing flannel and worsted under-clothing, 
a uniform, and a few other necessary articles ; balanced 
on the other side of my pony, with a wooden portable 
bedstead or skeleton, blankets, and washing basin : the 
whole enveloped in a waterproof sheet. On the top of 
the pack-saddle the tent is carried, with the knapsack of 
my servant. A lantern, cloak, and other articles, are 
hung on also. Even with this reduction in my mov- 
ables, the load, amounting, I conclude, to nearly 800 lbs., 
is too great to be carried without some risk of mishap. 
However, "Bob" appears to move under them with 
ease; and I console myself with the knowledge that 
many animals, inferior to him in power, have to bear 
greater weights. 

The weather again quite cool. 
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l2tL — Orders to embark at six o'clock to-morrow 
momiDg on board the old ' Simoom ' again ; the chargers 
and luggage horses to go on board her, and another 
yessel to-day. 
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DEPARTUBE FOB VARNA — THE TOWN SUBURBS — ^EGYPTIAN TBOOPS 

A HUBBICANE CAICP LfFE SIEGE OF SILI8TRIA BAISED A GREEK 

HOUSE AT VARNA — THE SHOPS — " SHAVES " SICKNESS — ^WAR- 

UKB PREPARATIONS — RAVAGES OF CHOLERA — ARRIVAL OF TURK- 
ISH FLEET. 

13M. — Turned out at four o'clock, the tents having to 
be packed at that hour. Being lame, I got leave to 
precede the regiment on board, and thus obtained a 
comfortable breakfast, including butter and good bread, 
— luxuries to be appreciated highly. We sailed at twelve 
o'clock, and the ships containing the other five regiments 
comprising our division, under the Duke of Cambridge, 
started about the same time— each steamer towing a sail- 
ing transport. The one we were to assist was not ready 
at the appointed hour, so we left without her. To this 
circumstance we may attribute our arrival at Varna about 
the same period with our companions. The voyage so 
far, as delightful as could be wished. The scenery up 
the Bosphorus, of course, looked beautiful ; foliage in full 
luxuriance ; weather fine and settled. 

14M. — Reached Varna this morning between eight 
and nine o'clock, three hours earlier than was anticipated. 
During the voyage, we kept in sight of land, I believe. 
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the whole way, and saw the Balkan Mountains. There 
is a range of low, sandy hills along the coast, with exten- 
sive forests of small trees, — apparently oak. No cnlti- 
vatedland or habitation visible in the interior. Varna 
is situated on one side of a fine sandy bay: it looks 
an insignificant place of no great strength, surrounded 
by a white wall, and flanked by forts. This place re- 
sembles other Turkish towns in being an irregular mass 
of houses; only one building, apparently a barrack 
(citadel), more prominent than the others. One or two 
small minarets and mosques visible. There are three or 
four English men-of-war here. A French transport ar- 
rived about the same time. 

We learn that our Allies are encamped on the top of 
a lofty hill four or five miles behind Varna, visible from 
the sea; that there are two English camps, one just out- 
side the walls of the town, and the other some few miles 
further up the country, on the margin of the lakes ex- 
tending inland. I beUeve it is intended that each divi- 
sion shall take the place of the previous one, and thus 
push further up the country. We are consequently, at 
first, to remain outside the town. As yet, the only news 
we can learn is that the Russians are believed to be re- 
treating, and that SiUstna is holding out bravely. The 
5th Dragoon Guards have just landed firom the ' Hima- 
laya.' Three or four steamers are watching Sebastopol ; 
the rest of the fleet are, I believe, elsewhere. 

The forts vacated by the Russians in Circassia, appear 
to be of some consequence, according to what we hear. 
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The regiment marched to an extensive tract of barren 
land covered with underwood, about one mile and a half 
from Varna, on the margin of a lake ; and in the midst 
of a heavy shower the tents were put up. Of course no 
food was procurable without diflBculty. Having brought 
a piece of bacon with us, we managed to get it boiled, 
and with some black bread bought in the town, made a 
tolerable meal. Varna appeared to be a better built 
place than Gallipoli, although, I believe, much smaller ; 
the streets are broader, and the houses of rather more 
respectable exterior. Of course, the French have been 
here first, and appropriated the best quarters, over which 
the names of occupants and departments are already 
vnritten. They have even numbered the streets, — Bue 
So and so, after some Eastern name or worthy. We 
hear that the currency is again different, — ^that for an 
efidi, or six piastre piece, equivalent to our shilling, the 
natives will only allow five piastres, two-pence being thus 
lost on each coin. They are right, however, as to the 
intrinsic value of the money ; the former rate, though 
acknowledged everywhere at Constantinople, being ima- 
ginary. However, we are, in either case, equally losers. 

1 5M. — Weather showery and variable. All the corps 
of our division are now camped together. We have 
found that the Guards occupy the site of a position of 
the Russians in the war of 1828, the traces of which 
are very apparent in lai^ mounds said to contain their 
dead, marks of tent trenches, fire-places, etc. The coun- 
try, as far as the eye can see, appears barren and unin- 
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habited ; the chief features being shrubs and an occa* 
sional small clearing. 

Our baggc^ has been treated very roughly on the 
short journey from Constantmople, and we all have to 
deplore various casualties. A bottle of " Harvey" and 
one of brandy have been broken, and the contents have 
saturated sundry packages of tea, etc. A lantern has 
also been flattened into a nondescript shape. It ia quite 
evident that we must henceforth confine ourselves to the 
plainest necessaries of life, our only zest for which will 
be a good appetite. 

The rumours respecting Austria are satisfactory. We 
hear she has signed the fresh protocol sanctioning the 
proceedings of the Allies, and has even already entered 
the provinces to co-operate : the latter point, however, 
seems doubtful. I have said there are several men-of- 
war here, viz., the * Bellerophon,' * Arethusa," * London,' 
* Sidon,' (steam firigate), besides one or two French. 

On the landing of the Duke of Cambridge, a royal 
salute was fired by the ships, followed by one from the 
forts, and the yards manned : the effect was very pretty. 
We have as yet heard nothing of the fate of our baggage- 
animals, which followed in a steam-transport, and are not 
arrived. Horses are said to be cheap here. 

Evening. — It is again said that Silistria is hard 
pressed by the Russians, and the garrison urgently in 
need of reinforcements. There has been a continuance 
of very heavy rain all day. Some idea of the consequent 
discomfort may be drawn fix)m the circumstance of the 
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corporal, who brought the orders to my tent in the even- 
ing, being devoid of coat, boots, or stockings, — the 
latter had been all drenched by an influx of water into 
his tent, and he was obliged to walk about with his 
trousers tucked up to the knees ; and his feet, of course, 
covered with mud. Late in the evening, the weather 
became more settled. 

16th. — Weather again inclement; heavy showers, 
with thimder. The French Commissariat appear to have 
bought up nearly all the provisions, for on sending a 
servant to town to buy bread, he could not procure any, 
— none being visible except that at shops, marked as 
pertaining to the French army. Then as there seem to 
be no gardens in this district, potatoes are not procura- 
ble, and other vegetables are very scarce and dear ; we 
have seen none. On the other hand, fowls are cheaper 
than at Scutari. Good milk at a penny a quart ; eggs 
as cheap as at Constantinople. Since our arrival, how- 
ever, the prices of these articles have already risen. 
With much diflSculty we succeeded in getting two loaves 
of very black bread, in camp. If the resources of the 
Turkish territory occupied by the enemy are not greater, 
they will certainly gain Uttle by plunder, and can place 
no dependence on the produce of the country for the 
support of their army. 

nth. — Still showery: I find the annoyance of the 
regimental horses being picketed near my tent, instanced 
in perpetual neighing and stamping during the night ; 
varied by the howling of the wild dogs when caught 
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foraging, and chastised. Three regiments of Egyptian 
Infantry passed by the camp this morning, on their way 
to barracks from field exercise in the plain adjacent to 
the camp. The men were dressed like other Turkish 
troops, as far as I could judge — ^the only distinction 
being their copper-colored faces ; they seemed physically 
equal to the Turks. Their officers had a ludicrous ap- 
pearance ; no two clothed alike, — ^their " uniform " be- 
ing checked or striped trousers of all colors and patterns^ 
with however a blue frock, like those of the men ; they 
wore shoes, but no stockings, and looked as undignified 
as can be conceived. Their " music " was a most dis- 
cordant noise raised by drums and fifes, and they ap- 
pear to be always playing one "melody," — the national 
air I presume. 

IStA CSundayJ. — The day sultry and oppressive. 
The ' Simoom * and ' Golden Fleece ' have again come 
back, with a portion of the Second Division from 
Constantinople ; the whole is expected to arrive in the 
course of the day, and, from the orders, it seems they are 
to be encamped for the present with the First Division, 
on ground adjacent to us. Of course many conjectures 
are hazarded as to probable movements. 

The ' Retribution ' has been sent to find out if there 
is a landing-place at Trajan's Wall ; a step that, if followed 
up, would, I imagine, lead to our attacking the enemy in 
that quarter. Having an entire command of the sea, 
must certainly be a great point in our favor; if not directly, 
at least by keeping the Russians in perpetual dread of a 
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tone, desiring the latter " to get away home/' " to move 
on," etc. These hints appeared to have no eflFect on the 
perverse party, who, I concluded, continued to manifest 
a strong inclination to remain in our lines, although he 
said nothing. Then the interrogator's tones grew by 
d^rees more and more threatening and elevated.' These 
appeals were also ineffectual, the man remaining silent. 
In great wrath, the serjeant of the guard was called, and 
then, to my great amusement, from a word at length 
elicited from the culprit, it transpired that he was a 
drunken French soldier, of course profoundly ignorant 
of the English tongue, and on whom the torrent of in- 
dignation had been utterly wasted. The serjeant of the 
guard very prudently said, " Oui, Oui^' in reply to the 
indistinct words of the Frenchman, took him by the arm, 
and quietly walked him out of camp. 

20/A. — ^Weather agreeable, neither too warm nor cold. 
Another field day. No news of any kind, except rumours 
of the Russians suffering fearfully by disease. Our £&re 
is not so luxuriant as at Scutari ; instead of mutton we get 
rather indifferent beef, and no vegetables are to be got 
at any price. The natives, however, have not learnt yet 
to water the milk, which is good. The Commissariat, or 
rather the Government Stores, are a great boon, but it is 
feared, from want of means of conveyance, we cannot 
benefit by them when we leave our present station. We 
get excellent porter, barley, coarse sugar and tea, at very 
low prices. Pale ale, rice, and preserved potatoes, are 
also issued at wholesale rates. 
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21^^. — ^Lord Raglan has arrived and has put up at the 
English Consul's. He is said to have expressed surprise 
at finding our division still here. The cause of our de- 
tention is variously assigned ; by some, to difficulty in 
procuring water at a particular place in our route to Si- 
listria ; by others, to enable the remainder of the French 
and English force to join us ; and lastly, with most pro- 
bability, to great difficulty in procuring conveyances, etc., 
on the part of the Commissariat. 

Reinforcements continue to arrive, however, almost 
daily, of both French and English troops. To-day, some 
of our Artillery, and part of the 11th and 13th Light 
Dragoons ; also a regiment of French Hussars, the first, 
I believe, of their cavalry that has yet appeared. Al- 
though we have three complete regiments, yet I under- 
stand, the strength of a single corps (cavaby) of theirs, is 
numerically equivalent to the whole of ours. The vehi- 
cles (waggons) employed here, are of the most primitive 
kind,— K)xen, the animals invariably used. The wheel 
tires are made of blocks of wood, so rudely fastened 
together, that many are by no means circular, and as 
there is no iron round them, the friction and wear must 
be great, and the progress much impeded. The weather 
is now fine and settled. 

22nd. — Nothing to relate worth notice. There ap- 
pears to be great delay in forwarding the mails : one 
arrived at Constantinople on the 18 th, which has not 
yet come to hand. Weather settled. 

23rrf. — Nothing new : the health of the troops keeps 
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pretty good, — ^no local disease. Riding and bathing 
the only resources of the officers, who are getting tired 
of the place, and of the delay in our progress. Another 
storm appears to be brewing this evening. A loud can- 
nonading has been heard at the French outposts, some 
ten miles up the country, proceeding, it is surmised, 
from Silistria; what it purports, we of course cannot 
guess. 

24tA. — A tragedy occurred yesterday evening in the 
French camp. A Zouave, in a fit of drunken rage, stab- 
bed a chasseur so dangerously in the abdomen, that he 
died soon after. As martial law is promptly carried into 
eflTect by our Allies, the culprit has probably been shot 
by this time. Their own countrymen of the line, admit 
that the Zouaves, though admirable soldiers, are rather 
dangerous companions. A good deal of anxiety is now 
naturally felt as to the probable fate of Silistria. If it 
falls, with the Allies so near lying inactive, there will 
be a great outcry, doubtless, in England; while, on 
the other hand, if we advance without the necessary 
ammunition and provisions, we shall be comparatively 
inefficient, and the risk of disease from inadequate food, 
etc., will be considerable. The most probable supposi- 
tion is, that if there were imminent danger of the town 
being taken before the present arrangements are carried 
out, Omar Pasha would have sent a strong request for 
assistance, and Lord Raglan would have marched to the 
reUef with such troops as his present means of transport 
admit. Therefore, I for one, do not think Silistria will 

H 
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fall before we co-operate with Omar Pasha to relieve the 
siege, unless some unlooked-for coup-de-main is eflFected 
by the enemy, or the garrison have misealculated their 
means of defence. 

The Third Division from Gallipoli (1st, 4th, 44th, 
50th, 28th, and 38th Regiments) have partly arrived and 
encamped, except the 4th, which is to remain behind. The 
space of ground occupied by our army is now extensive ; 
a very diflferent aspect from that presented when the first 
infantry battalion (my own) took up its abode here. 

The morning fine: this evening there have been 
thunder showers. 

25M (Sunday). — This morning after the church ser- 
vice, and before the men marched oflF, the Duke of 
Cambridge informed his Division that the siege of Silis- 
tria had been raised by the Russians, who have re- 
treated " no one knows where." Any other particulars 
have not yet transpired. Some cavalry regiments, 
under ]jord Cardigan, are scouring the country to find 
where the enemy have gone to, if possible. Many think 
they have recrossed the Danube, and some conjecture 
that the retreat has arisen from a declaration of war by 
Austria, and the consequent risk of the army of that 
power, now stationed at Hermanstadt, on the frontier of 
Hungary, advancing to take the enemy in the rear. The 
sounds of firing we heard on the 22nd and 23rd, doubt- 
less arose from the conflicts, leading to the result I have 
mentioned. 

To-day very gusty, with thunder and slight showers. 
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I noticed a French soldier, a Highlander, and a Guards- 
man, pass my tent, arm in arm — a proof of the good 
understanding mutually existing. 

It is conjectured now, that we may remain some 
weeks longer : the good policy of not advancing too pre- 
cipitately has thus been shewn. The Turks had a field 
practice this afternoon, and rather surprised us by their 
proficiency in platoon exercise ; the rifle firing was very 
regular, and their voUies were certainly given with as 
much order as by many of our own regiments. 

26M.— Nothing to note. The rest of the Third 
Division have arrived and encamped. It is said, on no 
particular authority, that we are to move up the country, 
and to take post near Devena, where the Light Division 
is, on Friday : — the motive, I believe, solely the fresh 
pasturage necessary for the animals. The day has been 
oppressively hot : diarrhoea becoming rather frequent 
amongst both officers and men. 

27tL — Marshal St. Amaud, attended by an escc»rt 
of Arabs, rode by our camp this morning, and was 
dieered by the men, to whom, I believe, he made one or 
two flattering remarks in English. I was rather curious 
to see a person, whose career has been so singular and 
eventful, but was not sufficiently near to scan him 
closely : he seemed from a distance to be thin, tall, pale, 
and care-worn. Weather keeps fine and warm : nothing 
new as to our movements. 

28tA. — A blank day in every respect, — the weather 
oppressive ; flies, gnats, and insects of all kinds, apart 
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from " perennial" tormentors, fleas, etc., now abundant. 
The officers have erected arbors for dining in, re- 
sembling those in English tea gardens; the abundant 
acacia and other shrubs furnishing suitable materials. 
The grass has been torn off, and clouds of dust sweep 
over the plain when there is the least wind. 

29tL — No news relative to the war and our move- 
ments. Took a ride round the bay, to a headland, where 
the view of the coast, town, and camp was extensive 
and pretty; the road wound through a ravine, and after- 
wards along meadows, interspersed with clumps of trees, 
stunted to the size of mere shrubs, — beech, oak, ash, etc. 
A tree with a bole of any size, is apparently as seldom 
met with here as in Malta. 

We learn that the towns, or rather villages, between 
us and Silistria, are quite deserted by the occupants. 
I believe the Commander-in-Chief is about issuing a pro- 
clamation, assiiring them of their safety from the enemy 
(ourselves ?) if they return. This proceeding would be 
beneficial to every one, inasmuch as trade otherwise, with 
the natives, would be put an end to, and we should 
have only our rations to live on. Vegetables are so 
scarce as to be obtainable even now, with difficulty : a 
rush is made by servants to the market at a very early 
hour, — after then it is hopeless. A few onions occa- 
sionally, have been our only green food since we came. 
I presume that, as we advance, none at all can be had, 
and that we shall have to do without eggs, milk, and 
poultry also. 
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Several officers have been shot at in the vicinity of 
the camp within the last few days. Some of the rascals 
were caught, and have been handed over to the autho- 
rities, with a request (mistaken leniency?) that they 
should not be hung. They are Greeks, I believe, and are 
to be bastinadoed to-morrow. 

30M. — One of the Aides-de-camp, who had been 
despatched to gain particulars of the position of the 
enemy, arrived yesterday evening, with the intelligence 
that they are located about six miles beyond Silistria, and 
number nearly 120,000. Orders to march the brigade 
early in the morning to Aladyn, the site of the camp of 
the Light Division, which moves on to Devena, about 
twenty miles from hence. The lake adjacent aflTords a 
means of transit for some of the heavy baggage. Three 
native regiments passed by this evening — apparently on 
their march to the seat of war. The men's trousers were 
tucked up to the knee, and their legs swathed with a 
kind of flannel or coarse woollen cloth — a protection, I 
suppose, from sand and flies. They seemed to march 
by companies, in quarter-distance column, did not keep 
step, and with their huge knapsacks, or rather bundles 
of clothes, covered with skins, looked, in the distance, 
like a flock of porters shuffling along. 

Very sad intelligence reached camp this evening of 
the burning of the ' Europa ' transport, containing the 
Enniskillen Dragoons, in the Bay of Biscay ; by which 
catastrophe, it is said, all the horses (one hundred 
and fifty), and twenty-six men, have perished, including 
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the Colonel (WiUoughby Moore). Another detachment 
of the French Army, under General Forey, about 4,000 
men, arrived to-day. 

Jvly \%t. — ^The regiment marched this morning, and, 
in consequence of an ailment of my leg, I was, contrary 
to my own urgent request, left behind, with instructions 
to follow, when well, with one of the other divisions, or 
by any other opportunity presenting itself. Consequently, 
my tent was the only one left standing ; and the day 
becoming windy as well as very h^, the accumulated 
dust of the whole ground encamped on was swept into 
my miserable abode. I never knew the intense discom- 
fort of dust in a hot climate until then. I was to have 
occupied a room in a house taken for sick officers, but 
the commissariat having gained possession of it, during 
the interval in providing another, I was compelled to 
take up my abode in a small ward in the military hos- 
pital. After some delay in procuring a vehicle, I pro- 
ceeded in a cart to my quarters. The " turn out " was, 
I should think, rather grotesque. My effects were 
thrown indiscriminately together, and I sat on the top 
in a very dirty plight, of course. Amongst other of my 
possessions were three poor fowls, who kept remonstrat- 
ing very audibly. The room was small, apparently clean, 
with some suspicious-looking holes in the boards. A 
sick officer of the Rifles, I found occupying one end. 
No sooner had I begun to unpack, than I learnt that a 
house had been taken for us in town. My fellow occu- 
pant, who was severely ill with fever, proceeded thither 
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tf ^ryr ; bat, a* my Bervant had a great deal to do — 
ui: .;; my baggage horse to attend to as well as myself 
—I dctcrmincxl on remaining where I was for the pre- 
v^t.— « hunentable error in judgment. I turned into 
>^ early, feeling very tired, as the preparations for the 
>7nrture of the regiment began about three o'clock, 
iii I could not possibly sleep after. The vermin (lice 
IT j flt-aa) rendered aleep impracticable, and if I obtained 
t sboct interval firom their attacks, the gambolling of the 
nu around me — upon whom any demonstrations on my 
put appeared to make little or no impression — coupled 
».th coQ5tant combats outside my window, between 
Fr*Tich soldiers returning to their camp and packs of 
v.Id dogB, who, judging from the noise, appeared as 
wn^ M wolves,— collectively caused me to spend a 
anU ntMraUe night. Of course my determination to 
«^ my quarters at once, was quickly formed. 

2W. — Moved from my room in hospital — which I 
aadersiand had been a filthy lumber place, before our 
octapmcy of it, — ^to the house in town. I am now rejoic- 
ffif in the possession of a small, clean apartment, in a 
i"U*c Mtuated in a court-yard, the property of a Greek. 
Of this fact I am constantly made aware by the existence 
cf a httle closc*t, opening by a glass window and fitted up 
•• ao oratory ; the wall covered with legends of saints, 
'*jc , paint<*d in imitation of the gaudy screens in the 
wtrrirjr of the Greik cathedrals. Then there is a small 
fink-n below my window, in which sparrows are chirp- 
i::ft vigorously ; so that I am, by comparison, luxuriously 
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situated now. There are a number of men, women, and 
children residing in other parts of the house, but they 
are all very civil and obliging ; at first, too much so : for 
they came into my room to pay their respects, and one 
fellow sat down, and talked at me most indefatigably for 
about half an hour. However, I only see them at a dis- 
tance, since. 

Rather an absurd incident attended my move &om 
camp : — Some hours before leaving, a native put his head 
into my tent and jabbered a few sentences ; in reply to 
which, I, of course, could only express my ignorance. 
On arriving at the hospital, I found a huge heavy sack, 
containing miscellaneous articles; amongst others, hol- 
sters and pistols of the country. This sack, my servant 
found lying with my effects outside the tent, and, stu- 
pidly supposing I had taken charge of it from one of the 
officers, brought it with the rest of the baggage. I must 
necessarily acquaint the Turkish authorities, through an 
interpreter. I can only surmise that the fellow who spoke 
to me, committed the articles to my care. He must have 
been rather disconcerted on his return, to find tent and 
everything gone. Weather very hot. 

Srd. — I hear that the Second (Sir De Lacy Evans*) 
Division moved this morning. They are to march on two 
consecutive days ; the first to Aladyn, and to-morrow to 
Devena — the Light Division previously preceding them 
by a day's march. Heavy thunder, with showers. A 
salute this evening announced the arrival of Omar Pasha 
and his suite. I am unaware of the object of his visit. 
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4M. — More showers, which are very refreshing. It 
is rumoured that an armistice of sixty days has been 
concluded. Took a ride round the fortifications this 
evening, my health giving way from confinement, and 
walking being injurious to my leg ; and with some diffi- 
culty found my way home. If the streets had been in- 
geniously devised as a labyrinth, they could not be more 
tortuous. My impressions of Varna are not quite so 
favorable now as at first. It is certainly better built 
than GaUipoli, but still the houses are wretched, flimsy, 
dilapidated affairs, and accumulated filth of every kind lies 
in the streets. Marshal St. Arnaud's residence appears 
to be the best in the place, and yet Madame, I presume, 
must find difficulty in reconciling herself to the miserable 
looking lath and plaster abode. It is amusing to witness 
the competition already taking place amongst English 
and French storekeepers. Little wretched shops, with 
a capital of a few hams and packages of grocery, are 
surmounted with large sheets of paper, marked EngUsh 
stores, etc. The few things to be procured are enor- 
mously high, of course. I made a vain attempt to obtain 
butter, for which, being rather tired of dry, heavy bread, 
I would have paid any price. The total absence of all 
females, even old ones, is very evident. 

I saw some more Arabs during my ride : their appear- 
ance on horseback is very grotesque. Viewed from be- 
hind they look exactly like so many old women riding 
en ccwalier. Their dress, a capacious red garment, not 
unlike a gown, and a kind of linen cap, tied on the head 
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with a broad black ribbon, which passes over it, just 
like a woman's " mob/' Then their short stirrups give 
a crouching attitude. The saddles are peaked very high 
behind. 

The Turkish soldiers have a public ceremony every 
evening. At sunset their bugles sound, and then the 
men, being formed into line, all simultaneously make 
obeisance in the usual manner, and exclaim, '' Long live 
the Sultan,'' three or four times, in chorus. 

btA. — ^Weather cool and agreeable. I have now no 
opportunity of hearing news, and I am thus, perhaps, 
saved from recording the many startling, but too often 
erroneous rumours, generally prevalent in camp. Took 
my usual ride in the evening along the sea shore. 

T am anxious to know whether the reported armistice 
is true or not. If the former, the present campaign 
may be considered almost ended, for hostilities could 
not be resumed until so late in the autumn, as to risk 
the health of the men materially. 

At such a period, the site of our late camp would, 
doubtless, be extremely unhealthy, being on the margin 
of a swampy lake, and the ground flat — an uneligible 
position at any time. 

6M. — ^Weather cool and agreeable. News from 
England of a treaty between the Porte and Austria, and 
of the Czar, or the representatives of the latter power, 
having agreed to evacuate the Principalities. This is pro- 
bably an excellent move on his part, both of escaping 
from the humiliating necessity of succumbing, sooner or 



Digitized by 



Google 



" SHAVES." 107 

later, to the Allies, and of possibly sowing dissensions 
between them and Austria, whose pride will have been 
flattered by the deference paid to her. The questions of 
indemnification and security will now be knotty points 
for negotiation. 

1th. — A company of sappers, with oflScers of engi- 
neers, have been suddenly ordered to Rustchuk, I be- 
lieve, with the view of constructing a bridge over the 
Danube there, and to assist in fortifying the place, — a 
fortress of some importance. Rode to the camp of the 
Third Division, about two miles oflF. 

8M. — Rumours of the Czar having determined on 
abdicating, and thus avoiding the humiliation he may 
otherwise be subjected to. Detachments of various 
cavalry regiments have arrived. Weather becoming 
again warmer. 

9th (SundayJ, — The only cultivated ground in the 
vicinity of Varna lays to the left of the town, extending, 
by a gradual acclivity, up the side of a hill of consider- 
able elevation. I rode through this tract to-day, and 
first passed by an immense field of barley, (some of it 
ripe,) at least a couple of miles in circumference, and then 
entered a range of vineyards, extending, I should think, 
three or four miles. The view from the elevated ground 
was pretty and extensive. The unhealthy site of Varna, 
— flat, and parallel with a lake, was very evident. The 
latter looked well, winding up the interior. A mirage 
was visible on the horizon, exactly resembling land on 
the Circassian coast. 
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News of the Turks having sustained a repulse whilst 
attacking the Russians on their retreat, and in which 
two English officers were killed. I hear that my divi- 
sion is suflfering severely from diarrhoea, ending, if not 
checked, in dysentery. 

Rumours of the camp moving on towards Sihstria. 
The country is said to be very picturesque. Some men 
of the 88th Regiment, having damaged a house in one 
of the villages, an order has been promulgated that any 
one so doing woidd be shot ; or a man going more than 
a mile from camp, flogged. 

The natives, at first, showed such reluctance to sell 
provisions, that the General threatened them with taking 
supplies " vi et armis*' if they did not estabUsh a bazaar. 
The hint sufficed. Eggs, milk, and poultry, are procur- 
able, but vegetables with great difficulty. The water 
appears to produce diarrhoea. There have been more 
attempts at assassination, and one man, a native, has 
been hung for robbery. A commissariat officer and a 
reporter to a paper were fired at the other evening in 
returning from Aladyn. They captured the offender, 
brought him in, and it is expected he will be hung. 

lOM. — ^Weather oppressive, thunder and showers. 
Nothing new. 

Wth. — I was awoke this morning by the loudest 
thunder I ever heard, resembling a broadside from a 
man-of-war, and my first impression was, that a salute 
had been fired. Frequent showers. 

This appears to be a day of festivity amongst the 
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Greeks. I saw them carrying cakes of bread about as if 
for presents, with a lighted match in each, and bunches 
of conmion flowers, together with basins filled with a kind 
of stufi* called colmac^ resembling " flummery." Made a 
vain attempt to procure another horse for riding : only a 
few wretched ponies, though high-priced, to be seen. 

We are compelled to draw rations for three days in- 
stead of one, as in camp. The result is, fresh meat the 
first day, doubtful the second, and " game " the third. 
This entails the necessity of living on fowls. Enjoyed 
bathing in the sea for the first time, — water delightful. 

12M. — Made a purchase of a riding pony to-day. 
Bargaining is a fatiguing process, from the heat of the 
weather. The prices now asked are much higher than 
when we first arrived. 

Detachments from camp, of men in impaired health, 
arrived to-day to form an invalid depot, for the protec- 
tion of the hospital and stores. 

\^th. — Nothing to record. 

14/^. — Attacked severely with diarrhoea, which has 
been rather an epidemic in this neighbourhood, and is 
attributed to impure water. 

15M. — Passed a bad night — feverish and restless. 
Complaints continued, accompanied with much pain. 

16M. — Attack is subsiding, but still troublesome. 
Now much annoyed at night by various discords and 
other diBagremens which prevent sleep. First, a squeak- 
ing child in a room not far ofif ; then the perpetual bark- 
ing, without cause, of a couple of dogs kept in the yard 



Digitized by 



Google 



110 WARLIKE PREPARATIONS. 

for the protection of the establishment ; mice in my room 
and fleas in the bed. 

18tA. — Much better, but debilitated ; appetite return- 
ing, but little to gratify it. The bread, though sound, 
not half baked, and therefore unfit for me ; vegetables 
forbidden, or if they were not, unprocurable. I have 
therefore turned Hindoo, and feed on rice— of which, 
fortunately, I brought a supply from the camp stores. 

I understand intelligence and despatches of import- 
ance were expected by the mail of the 16th, but as yet 
nothing has transpired as to our movements. The prin- 
cipal medical officer, I hear, has intimated to Lord Rag- 
lan his opinion that the troops should not be encamped 
later than the middle of September ; the period for active 
service, therefore, in this campaign is very short ; and if 
Government determine on our landing in the Crimea and 
attacking Sebastopol by land and sea — now everywhere 
spoken of as the plan to be adopted — we ought to pro- 
ceed there at once. 

19 1 A. — Very heavy falls of rain this morning. It is 
said a council of war was held last night, of the senior 
officers of both services and nations ; and the result, a 
determination to send a portion of the army to capture 
the fort of Anapa, which is being fortified, so as to be 
considered formidable. The First Division not to take 
part in it. The French transports have already collected 
in some number here, and the English are expected in a 
few days. A very stringent order from the Commander- 
in-Chief, relative to shaving, and the rveglige dress in 
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which oflBcers go about. Cholera prevalent in the French 
camp, and they have lost several men. We learn that 
two more Cavalry and six Infantry Regiments are com- 
ing out. 

20/A. — Drafts from England for the brigade of 
Guards have arrived. They experienced a good deal of 
illness in the passage out. It is quite evident some 
measures for very warlike proceedings are in preparation, 
as the fleet is gathering in, and ships here are clearing 
out every article that can possibly be spared, with the 
view of occupying the space with guns, and of accommo- 
dating troops. I believe only a portion of the army of 
each nation will take part in the expedition, and as yet 
the divisions to be employed are of course only conjec- 
tured. I have heard Odessa * named to-day' as the des- 
tination, instead of Anapa. The former would be an 
excellent winter quarter for us. Much sickness amongst 
the troops encamped. 

The French have experienced a greater loss from 
cholera than I had imagined — ^both here and on the 
march of the troops up the country. 

More Artillery Stores, a Battering Train, and the 
Ambulance Corps have arrived ; the latter in imitation 
of the excellent French arrangement, are vehicles, accom- 
panied by pensioners, a number of whom ride as pos- 
tillions, intended to afford aid to the wounded, and con- 
vey them to the rear during battle. 

21^/. — Nothing new to record. 

22nd. — No moves talked of. Increase of sickness 
(diarrhoea, dysentery, and cholera) in the camps. 
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2Srd (Sunday) . — Mail from Englaod. The troops 
coming out, are the 2nd and 4th Dragoons, 20th, 21st, 
34th, 46th Infantry, and 1st battaUon Rifle Brigade. 
Weather windy. 

My complaint still troubles me, it merely being kept 
in check by medicine. 

24M. — Had visitors from camp. The troops appear 
to be suffering severely from disease. Cholera is begin- 
ning its ravages, and in the Light Division, seventeen 
men have died, and several in the brigade of Guards 
also, within the last day or two. A great number are 
suffering fix)m dysentery and diarrhoea. My informant 
said that the appearance and physique of the men is 
beginning to fall off; that every one looks, and is, less 
vigorous than at Scutari. It is said that orders have 
come to the commanders, both here and in the Baltic, 
to push operations. The men in camp are being exer- 
cised in making fascines, siege implements, etc. 

25M. — Nothing to record except the melancholy 
fact of increase of sickness and mortality. I believe 
the deaths from cholera alone, during the last two days, 
in the English Hospital, have been nine and seven. 

26/>i. — The camps have all been moved, to consider- 
able distances, on sanitary grounds. That of the Third 
Division, from the road to Aladyn, two miles off, to the 
other side of the Bay of Varna, near the sea, about four 
miles from hence, and a healthy site. 

The French have a report of the taking of Cronstadt, 
with the loss of six of their line-of-battle ships, and 
three of the English. This rumour is not generally 
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credited, although it is said the French have communi- 
cated the intelligence oflBcially to their army. Another 
piece of news, however, of a contrary tenor is believed, 
viz., that a Russian ship — presumed to be a steam frigate 
— made her escape from Sebastopol, proceeded down the 
Black Sea and Bosphorus as far as Therapia, destroyed 
some villages on the coast, wound up by coaling at the 
French depot in that neighbourhood, and then returned 
in safety to Sebastopol. This must be very mortifying 
intelligence to every one, although I suppose the object 
could only be obtained by the vessel sailing under false 
colors. 

27/A. — No corroboration of the intelligence about 
Cronstadt by the English Mail which has arrived, further 
than that shots have been fired, — probably to ascertain 
the range. 

2StA. — Sir George Brown has returned from an expe- 
dition to the neighbourhood of Sebastopol, undertaken 
with the view of fixing on a landing place for the troops. 
He is said to have approached within a mile of the for- 
tress, and to have been fired on by the enemy ; one of 
the shots passed through a paddle-box. The general is 
now in Varna. 

Weather very oppressive. Cholera still prevalent, 
but apparently not on the increase. The barley in the 
neighbourhood has all been cut. 

29tA. — Rode out to the French camp this afternoon, 
and on returning, was caught in a thunder storm, — my 
first experience of the suddenness and violence of rain in 
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the East. I was only about half a mile from the town 
gate, yet when I arrived there, a torrent of water nearly 
two feet deep, was pouring through it, and all the streets 
resembled rivers, more or less. The rain fell like a water 
spout, as I can imagine. The lightning was very vivid, 
wind accompanied the rain, and during the evening blew 
violently. 

sot A (TSundayJ, — Weather still unsettled and threat- 
ening, but signs of clearing up. Wind very strong dur- 
ing the night. I expect to hear of many disasters in 
camp from this cause, and the sudden rain. 

31^/. — Weather settled. Met some oflBcers of my own 
regiment who told me that two of our men had died 
from cholera, and that there was a heavy sick list. Seve- 
ral officers have also been severely ill. I was struck with 
the altered appearance of those I met ; they all seemed to 
have wasted ; their faces were sunken, so that at a short 
distance I scarcely recognized them. 

In town to-day, shopping. I was surprised at the 
improvement and variety in the articles for sale. The 
French, however, have all the best stores. 

Augnst \Bt. — ^Visited the general hospital, to enquire 
after the sick of my battalion, and for the first time be- 
came aware of the great mortality from cholera, that has 
been and is yet existing, — the deaths from that disease, 
and dysentery, averaging fourteen daily. 

The cholera ward presented the most ghastly specta- 
cle of helpless, human suffering, I ever witnessed. Poor 
wretches writhing in every posture indicative of agony ; 
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their bodies covered with flies, and no ministering hand 
to perform the sUght office of humanity in keeping them 
off. The two or three orderlies of the ward looked on 
passively, either from indifference, or weariness resulting 
from over work. 

In the French camp the mortality has been infinitely 
greater, and I was credibly informed that six hundred 
deaths had taken place within the last ten days. The 
weather, however, is not at present, oppressively hot. 

I understand the First Brigade, Rifle Brigade and 
Soots Greys are a few miles from Varna, and will arrive 
here to-day. 

%nd. — Mail from England : no news transpired. I 
hear, however, the fleet have retired from Cronstadt, hav- 
ing determined that it was too strong to risk an attack. 

8r(/. — ^Weather becoming hotter. Occupied in pre- 
paring to move to camp, on Saturday 5th. Laying in 
provisions, rice, sugar, cocoa, candles, and sundry old 
crusts of bread toasted, called *' rusks,'* in lieu of ration 
bread, which is not very wholesome ; also purchased 
several tin cooking and drinking utensils, — very neces- 
sary. 

The Turkish fleet, two line-of-battle ships, and six or 
eight frigates, with some smaller vessels, arrived here this 
afternoon, and afforded a pretty view on their entering 
the harbour in close order. The regiments I mentioned 
yesterday, together, I believe, with several others, com- 
prising the last (Fourth) Division, are ordered not to 
come into Varna to disembark. This, together with 
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other previous circumstances, may perhaps portend active 
movements on our part. I have seen several Greek and 
Turkish funeral processions here ; they do not differ 
much. In the former, the corpse clothed in a black (?) 
gown, head and face uncovered, with (in the case of 
children) garlands of flowers, and little candles burning 
round the open coffin (a common square box). In the 
latter, the only difference appeared to be the absence of 
flowers and tapers, and the presence of the deceased's 
turban at the head of the coffin : the corpse lay equally 
exposed. 

I hear of a number of officers' deaths, chiefly those 
of the Light Division. Amongst others. Colonel Maule, 
brother to Lord Panmure, who I saw before he left 
Scutari, the picture of health. My sick companion in 
the house, an officer of the Bifle Brigade, left for Eng- 
land to-day, at the recommendation of a medical board ; 
his recovery from a gastric fever being considered hope- 
less in this climate. Six other officers, similarly circum- 
stanced, went home by the same ship. My solitaiy posi- 
tion renders me additionally anxious to rejoin my corps. 
The want of all sanatary measures, must doubtless add 
much to the virulence of the epidemics now raging; 
although the strong drinking propensities of both the 
armies must also be censured. As regards the former 
predisposing cause, I may allude to the carcases of dead 
animals and offal, laying about the suburbs, producing 
a most pestilential stench. As far as I have had means 
of judging, the French soldiers drink more than the 
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British ; at least I have met more drunken men of that 
nation. Their Uquor, bad wine, probably aflfects them 
more quickly than the strong spirits the EngUsh indulge 
in, and also tends to produce cholera more readily. These 
fiBM5ts may partly account for the much greater mortality 
firom cholera amongst the French troops. I fancy too, 
drunkenness is unfortunately viewed by the French offi- 
cers as rather a venial offence, and only slightly punished. 
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CHAPTER V. 



TRAVELUNO IN THE INTERIOR— CAMP AT GEOREKLI — EFFECTS OF 

CLIMATE FIRE IN VARNA RAVAGES OF CHOLERA BRIGADE 

MARCHES TO VARNA DETACHMENT AT GEOREKLI RUMOURS 

A FLIGHT OF LOCUSTS REUGION AND HABITS OF THE BULGA- 
RIANS EMBARKATION AT VARNA RENDEZVOUS OFF THE CRIMEA. 

4///. — The day chiefly occupied in preparations for my 
departure to-morrow. 

5M. — Rejoined my corps at Georekli, nine or ten 
miles from Varna. Travelling being desirable at an early 
hour, in this climate, I commenced packing at half past 
one o'clock, and this operation was accomplished by 
three, when day began to dawn. Unmistakeable signs 
of wet were then apparent, although until to-day the 
weather had been fine for a week or more. The rain, 
together with thunder and lightning, came on, and con- 
tinued incessantly; the whole sky being overcast with 
clouds. 

I was consequently, after breakfasting at half-past 
two o'clock, obUged to defer loading my baggage-horse 
until seven — the interval being occupied in scanning 
anxiously the aspect of the sky. At the latter hour, to 
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my satisfaction, it began to clear up, and before I had 
proceeded a mile on my journey, every indication was 
afforded of the day becoming, as it proved, perfectly fine.- 
I had hopes such a result would follow; for in this cli- 
mate, in summer, there is seldom or ever, as in Eng- 
land, a whole day of continued rain. 

And now, I must picture the procession leaving Varna : 
— ^First, the writer, mounted on a very young horse, with 
rather a disposition to be unruly — a feeling soon checked 
by the weight, in addition to the rider, of a pair of 
native saddle-bags on his flanks, and my servant's knap- 
sack on the saddle-bow. The former were no trifle, as 
they contained sundry pounds of potatoes, rice, sugar, 
candles, cocoa, rusks, and two loaves of French bread 
(a treat for a few days). After me, came my old servant 
in fidl dress, smoking his pipe — a firelock in one hand, 
and the halter appertaining to "Bob," the baggage 
pony, in the other. I cannot well say Mr. Stables led 
the latter ; for the animal, notwithstanding a load which 
caused me sundry misgivings as to whether he would 
ever reach lus destination in safety, shewed such a strong 
disposition to follow his companion horse briskly, that, 
much to lus disgust, Mr. S. being of phlegmatic tempe- 
rament, that respectable individual found himself urged, 
every now and then, into an involuntary jog trot — thereby 
discomposing him, by jerking his bear-skin over his eyes, 
and his pipe down his throat. He of course became very 
wroth, whilst I could scarcely keep my gravity and sym- 
pathize with him. The baggage-pony had not proceeded 
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far, before the load, which requires to be very accurately 
balanced on each side, shewed sjrmptoms of tumbling 
over, not having been sufficiently secured. The assist- 
ance of some French soldiers had to be procured, and we 
jogged on. 

The like circumstance (readjustment of baggage), 
occurred every mile or two, until we had proceeded 
about the distance of six, when we fortunately succeeded 
in arranging it so well that it ceased to shift afterwards. 
This was lucky as events turned out. 

I was obliged to keep near my servant, because the 
pony, to my satisfaction, not Stables's, went so much 
better. Thus, being compelled to walk on a fidgetty 
horse at the rate of two miles and a half an hour, became 
a very tedious proceeding. When we had advanced up 
the country a little, I rode on ahead a mile or two to 
examine the road, which at first, though only a beaten 
track on an extensive plain, was tolerably clear. By the 
guidance of a few officers and soldiers, whom I chanced 
to meet at the early part of the day, I managed pretty 
well at the beginning, with the additional assistance of 
some rather vague verbal directions I had received before 
leaving Varna. Afterwards came numerous cross roads, 
as distinct as the main one. I missed a turning to the 
right, on which a guide-post had been placed and un- 
luckily stolen, and got on the track of the Second Division, 
situated in a widely different direction — three or four 
miles further distant fix)m Varna than my own brigade. 
This intelligence I learnt from an officer of the 49th Regi- 
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ment, whom I met when in advance of my servant. An- 
other officer who was in company, for my satisfaction, 
asked me if I were well armed, and told me that a day or 
two previous, a servant of Lord Raglan's had been way- 
laid near that place, seriously wounded and robbed by 
Greeks. I was passing through an extensive cover of low 
wood at the time. My informant desired me to take the 
first beaten track to the right. I did so after waiting for 
my servant to shew him the way. I then made two false 
moves — one into a bye path leading again to the main 
road ; another track, from the absence of recent prints, 
and its very rough nature, induced me to retrace my steps, 
fortunately not far, to the place where I had entered. I 
was then reaUy in an uncomfortable position. The day 
had become hot ; I had been about five hours in the sad- 
dle, without food since two o'clock a.m. (at the time I 
allude to it was twelve); my horse, with the great weight 
he carried, had become tired, and stumbled ; my servant, 
" ditto," with the addition of being rather sulky ; and 
old " Bob," though still the briskest of the lot, I enter- 
tained strong suspicions would not be able to get over 
the ground yet to be traversed. 

I proceeded until within a mile of the camp of the 
Second Division, when I saw a branch track to the right 
in the direction I had been told the First Division was 
located, and at the same time I caught a glimpse of 
some tents on a lofty hill about four miles off. I there 
met some herdsmen with fiocks of cattle, and on point- 
ing in the direction and saying, " Ingliz," they appeared 
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to understand me, and nodded. I determined, there- 
fore, to take the path, in preference to proceeding to the 
camp of the Second Division for information and a guide. 
To bring the journey to an end — I reached the foot of 
the hiU I spoke of and met an armed negro, who, on 
my pointing to the site of the camp, said, " Francais.'* 
My dismay may be imagined ; visions of the necessity 
of throwing myself on the hospitality of our aUies 
floated before me. However, on again endeavouring to 
gain information by saying " Ingliz " interrogatively, — he 
nodded assent. It then occurred to me he had probably 
used the first term, in the way " Frank " is or was ap- 
plied indi3criminately to travellers. At this juncture my 
servant was becoming very tired, and " Bob " less active. 
We rested a few moments and refreshed ourselves at a 
fountain in the hamlet. We were then in a cluster of 
rude mud and thatched huts, not unlike those in Ireland, 
with a few patches of cultivated ground, on which Indian 
com was growing. I may here remark that fountains are 
the only, yet most useful, pubUc works that appear to be 
cared for by the government of this country. We pro- 
ceeded on, and to my great satisfaction I met an English 
sentinel on horseback, on a foraging expedition. He told 
me I was only two miles from the Guards' camp. My 
feeUngs, enhanced by a view of the outposts of the High- 
landers of our Division, may be imagined. They were, 
indeed, most comforting. I then wound up a tortuous 
road, through an extensive wood, and reached the sum- 
mit of a picturesque hill, on which the First Division was 
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encamped; my riding horse, carrpng nearly seventeen 
stone, done up, his master fatigued, but soon restored by 
a copious Ubation of sherry and water handed to him by a 
good Samaritan. My baggage-pony and servant arrived 
half an hour after, the former with indomitable pluck, 
but much exhausted. The distance travelled with his 
heavy load, must have been at least twenty miles. 

On leaving Varna, I noticed in the cemetery adjacent, 
six open graves, an evident sign of the sickness amongst 
the native population. The country through which I 
passed was very interesting to me, being my first tour of 
any extent. I crossed an extensive plain, with tracts of 
ground covered with weeds of every kind, each growing 
distinct in fields most luxuriously, — thistles, for instance, 
above four feet high. Then a few patches of very thin 
barley. To the left lay the picturesque Lake of Devena, 
winding up the valley, and to the right a chain of lofty 
hills, on the summit of one of which, commanding a 
perfect view of Varna, our camp was pitched. After ad- 
vancing about five miles, the country resembled more a 
park, there being clumps, as well as distinct trees, suffi- 
ciently grown to warrant the simile. One very fine 
group of elms afforded a most tempting-looking shade. 
Two miles further on, I entered an extensive tract of land, 
covered with undersized trees, scarcely deserving to be 
termed " forest ;" chiefly oak, with occasional clearings. 
The one I passed through near our camp, however, is 
rather an exception, the timber being as much grown as 
in many woods of England — dear old country ! There 
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were some curious pillars of stone near the camp of the 
Second Division, somewhat resembling Druidical remains. 
These, the learned have set down as caused by the action 
of the sea at an early period. The soil of the country 
is very sandy. With the least wind, but for the heavy 
fall of rain, I should have been smothered in dust ; while 
on the other hand, had not the day fortunately proved 
fine, my condition would have been equally pitiable, 
and the discomforts I have detailed and now end, would 
have been considerably enhanced. 

6M. — Owing to the great sickness in the corps for 
the last two weeks — cases of cholera and deaths almost 
daily, besides fever, dysentery, and intestinal derange- 
ments in every form, — we have altogether one hundred 
and fifty men hora de combat My colleagues have taken 
it in turn, either to sit up, or be ready for the calls sure 
to occur at short intervals during the night. I was ac- 
cordingly put on duty last night, and have only had an 
hour or two's rest in consequence. The soldiers are much 
dispirited, and certainly the sight of their companions 
carried by on stretchers so frequently to hospital, is well 
calculated to dishearten them. The temperate, moreover, 
appear to suffer equally with, or more than the drunk- 
ards, and several sergeants have been amongst the suf- 
ferers by cholera. The site of the camp appears as healthy 
as possible ; a level field, on the summit of a lofty hiW> 
vvliile the water is good and ample. The only supposition 
that can be hazarded as to the cause of disease, is the 
occasional heavy dew that falls. In the former camp at 
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Aladyn, they had frequent rain, and the ground was 
swampy near the lake. The change in the physical ap- 
pearance of every one is most marked. All seem as if 
a dozen years of hard suflFering had been added to their 
Uves. Several of those officers who have travelled in 
remote parts of Asia and Africa, without ill effects, have 
now succumbed, and feel their strength prostrated ; their 
constitutions being unable to resist the epidemic, bowel 
derangements. 

1th. — ^Weather tolerably cool. One death from cho- 
lera to-day. Nothing new. 

8M. — Some officers who went into Varna, have 
brought out intelligence that we are to march to that 
place for embarkation on or about the 12th. The Turk- 
ish fleet appears to have been sent for the express pur- 
pose, their guns being removed from the lower decks. 
A whole fleet of transports lie in the harbour and at Beicos 
Bay, with our Navy. It is considered pretty sure that we 
go to sea ; but whether for a cruise to benefit the men's 
health, or to attack some place, is uncertain. The ex- 
pectation of landing in the Crimea is generally becoming 
abandoned. The French we learn are suffering fright- 
fully from cholera and dysentery, not only near Varna, 
but in the Dobrudscha, into which waste a part of their 
forces have advanced. Some medical men blame the French 
for the introduction of the cholera, it having raged at Mar- 
seilles when the troops left there, and the malady not being 
common to this country. This opinion I do not concur 
in ; the scourge being now met with all over Europe. 
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9tA. — Weather cold and windy. No change in the 
health of the troops. The Coldstream Guards lost four 
men yesterday by cholera. Some of the Artillery and 
Cavalry are already on the move to Varna. I have been 
told by an officer of the Light Division that they lost five 
officers and one hundred and forty men in a fortnight, 
chiefly, I believe, from cholera. The mortality in the 
French Army of the Dobrudscha, I have heard estimated 
at 5,000. The survivors are said to be half mutinous 
against Marshal St. Amaud for sending them there. 
The wells also have been purposely poisoned by the 
Russians, who deposited the bodies of dead men and of 
animals in them. 

10 tA. — One or two deaths daily from cholera, on an 
average ; but that disease cannot be said to be on the 
increase : cases of dysentery and fever (endemic to the 
country) continue to multiply. One of my colleagues 
laid up with fever, threatening ague. Yesterday I suf- 
fered so severely from diarrhoea, that I was in much 
danger of dysentery. Some very large doses of opium 
have happily arrested the disease. 

lltA. — ^We learn that Varna was set on fire last night 
by Greeks, and a great portion of the town, including 
the bazaars, destroyed. The English lost Government 
stores of various kinds, tools, etc., but the French were 
much heavier suflferers. 

They were greatly enraged, and six people, caught in 
the act, have, I hear, been already shot ; a number of 
other executions are expected to follow. 
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The magazine of the town was in such imminent 
danger, that it is said the troops twice retreated in anti- 
cipation of its blowing up. Since the occurrence, the 
French have completely taken possession of Varna, and 
have established a kind of martial law. I was attacked 
to-day again more severely, with the symptoms occur- 
ring on the 9th, which obliged me to go to bed. Until 
then, no medicine afforded any relief. Visits to the sick 
at intervals of a few minutes throughout the day, caused 
me to suffer a good deal from the inevitable motion. No 
diminution in the sick list. 

The Coldstream Guards have lost eight men to-day 
by cholera ; and we have daily admissions into the hos- 
pital, and one or more deaths from the same cause. 

l2tA. — Weather fine, with an agreeable breeze. It 
has also been equally favorable during the last month. 
The prevailing sickness cannot be attributed to great heat, 
for the temperature is certainly less than it was a month 
ago. Every one appears to be trying to buoy their 
spirits up with a " hope " of moving ; a contingency be- 
coming in reality more doubtftd, and likely to end in 
merely a change of camp, two or three miles nearer 
Varna. I have thankfully to note much amendment in 
my symptoms : the chief diflficulty is to obtain suitable 
food. 

IStA, — A return of the number of sick sent for, with 
the view of a march to-morrow. It is purposed, I be- 
Ueve, that we are to proceed by a three-days' journey to 
a hill near Varna, overhanging the sea. Nothing but 
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melancholy incidents to chronicle. It is a sad coinci- 
dence that Colonel Maule, late commanding 79th High- 
landers, his successor, Colonel Elliott, and Major Fergu- 
son of the same corps, have all died here within a short 
interval. The Duke of Cambridge too is severely ill, I 
hear, with diarrhoea. Colonel Lord Frederick Paulet of 
the Coldstream Guards was deliberately shot at near 
camp yesterday, when in* plain clothes. The hard work 
is telling much on the medical officers of my battaUon : 
out of four, the only one well is the junior assistant sur- 
geon. Cholera still continues its ravages. 

14M. — ^The sickness still as formidable : nearly half 
the officers on the sick list ; and, with scarcely an excep- 
tion, all more or less ailing. The mortality in hospital 
averaging three or four daily, from cholera and dysen- 
tery. The former aflfection has shewn itself in the hos- 
pital tents amongst those who have suffered and are de- 
bilitated from other complaints, such as fever — thereby 
leading to the inference that the disease has become 
locaUzed, i. e., to a certain degree, infectious. As a 
further proof, all the orderlies, with one or two excep- 
tions, employed in tending the sick, complain this even- 
ing of being imwell, in different ways. The sick list of 
of the three regiments of Guards averages about one 
hundred and fifty each. The chief diseases continue to 
be cholera (which I trust I may add is not increasing, 
and in Varna is said to be lessening), dysentery, and 
lever (typhoid and intermittent). No plan of treatment 
for the former scourge has been found efficacious, and 
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the surgeons are obliged to attribute recoveries rather to 
the vis medicatriw natura than to any particular reme- 
dies. Those from cholera have been very few. I think 
this fatal disease attacks elderly men more than young 
ones ; though^ as I have said, temperate and intemperate 
are aU equally affected. 

Bather an absurd incident has occurred to afford a 
topic for talk, during the last few days : — An officer of 
the CJoldstream Guards went to Varna, to see a friend 
embark for England. His servant came back, and his 
master was to follow immediately. He did not appear 
that day, and the servant became alarmed, and made 
known the fact. Another day passed, and the officer 
was still absent without leave. A peasant from a village 
between this and Varna then made his appearance with 
the colonel's horse, and said that he saw him thrown 
from the animal, then rise and pursue it. The man 
joined in the pursuit. When he captured the beast and 
led him back, the owner could not be found. The pea- 
sant then came to camp. Great alarm was now felt — an 
interval of two days having elapsed. Parties were sent 
scouring over the coimtry, who returned in the evening 
without tidings ; and a general impression began to be 
entertained that the officer had met his end by foul means, 
or else had died from the effects of the fall. To the great 
surprise of all, he returned the following morning, quite 
well. By an extraordinary series of " accidents " he ap- 
pears to have passed one night in the woods, from whence 
he wandered to the camp of the Second Division, where 
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he was put on the right road : again he lost his way, and, 
finally, after a second time getting back to the Second 
Division, reached his own quarters here. 

Our departure is postponed until Wednesday, the 
16th. The weather has been cool during the night; windy, 
and temperate in the day, throughout the present month. 

15M. — ^Entirely occupied in preparations for departure 
to-morrow. Sickness and mortaUty unabated. Weather 
the same. 

IQtA. — The brigade of Guards moved to-day to some 
ground on the range of hills four miles en route to Varna, 
and arrived at their destination in a better plight than 
was expected. All the sick, except forty-two of the worst 
cases (nearly hopeless ones) of cholera, fever, and dysen- 
terj^ were conveyed along with them. These latter I am 
left in charge of, with a very inadequate supply of medi- 
cines and hospital attendants — the most melancholy 
duty that has ever devolved on me. One company of 
my regiment remains behind as a guard for the hospital. 
Our position and occupation are very gloomy ; the so- 
journ here, previously associated with sad reflections, is, 
now our number is so reduced, fraught with ideas still 
more painful. The hospital tents present a ghastly spec- 
tacle of suffering, beyond all relief by human aid. The 
detachment here have already begun, what is Ukely to 
be their chief occupation — burying the dead. The officer 
commanding has to act as chaplain — the divisional cler- 
gyman having moved on. My great fear is, that the 
disease will aflfect the company now here, to an extent 
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incapacitatiDg them from affordiDg adequate assistance 
to the sick. I also dread the depressing influence of our 
isolated position may act prejudicially in causing increased 
attacks. 

nth. — Matters, on the whole, satisfactory. Only 
one fresh case of sickness — a mild form of cholera. 
The men in hospital, except the cholera cases, doing well. 
Amongst the latter, there are two or three deaths daily. 
I have obtained assistance in my duties — a staff surgeon 
having relieved me in charge of the sick of the Cold- 
stream Guards. I am thus enabled to devote my atten- 
tion exclusively to those of my own corps, and the 
Grenadiers. I have had parties of men employed in col- 
lecting the refuse of all kinds, common to ground after 
occupation by troops, fragments of meat especially. The 
k)6s of appetite experienced by all the men, rendered them 
unable to consume their ample ration of 1^ lb. of good 
mutton. Many, consequently, either buried it or threw 
it away. 

18/^. — Nothing deserving notice. No fresh cases of 
cholera in the detachment ; but a poor fellow in hospital, 
slightly affected with fever, was attacked this morning by 
the former disease, and died during the evening ; whilst 
another, recovering from that malady, had a relapse, also 
terminating in death. 

19M. — A case of cholera in the detachment imfor- 
tunately occurred this morning, and has ended fatally. 
News from Varna that the embarkation of troops for the 
Crimea is actually to take place, about the 27th, before 
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which period we expect to be brought in. The move 
appears to have had a very beneficial effect upon the 
health of the brigade ; but their place of encampment 
is said to be at a considerable distance from water, in 
consequence of which they are much inconvenienced. 
The whole army is to be gradually collected within the 
next few days, by divisions. Steamers (transports) are 
all ready for our use, so as to leave the men-of-war avail- 
able for their legitimate occupation. News that the Rus- 
sians have re-crossed the Pruth, thus affording no pre- 
text for Austria assisting us, and rendering the Western 
question still more complicated. 

20tA. — ^The variability of the weather has been strik- 
ingly shown during the last two days. Yesterday was 
unusually warm — the tents very close. To-day it is 
blowing a gale, and as cold as in November. No fresh 
cases of cholera — several of fever. The melancholy occu- 
pation of the detachment in burying the dead still con- 
tinues. Owing to the time required in digging graves, 
two bodies are often interred together. The men out of 
hospital, are in tolerable spirits ; those in, of course, de- 
pressed. The 42nd Highlanders have followed the bri- 
gade of Guards, and the two other corps (79th and 93rd) 
are about leaving, when our position will be still more 
isolated. To-day, in the 79th, I hear, there was a marked 
diminution in the sickness. 

21*/. — A stormy wet day. The two other High- 
land regiments left this afternoon, and must have expe- 
rienced a wretched march. I availed myself of the 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHOLERA. 133 

opportunity of sending some cases to the general hospital 
at Varna: men so far recovered, as to be likely to be 
benefited by change of air. An appalling instance of 
the uncertainty of human calculations was presented to- 
day : one of my patients suffering from fever, had reco- 
vered so far as to experience debility only, and I consi- 
dered him out of all danger, looking to his convalescence 
in a few days after his reaching Varna. About an hour 
subsequent to my seeing him, he was sent for to be placed 
in the ambulance, then about to start. I was struck with 
horror at beholding a man brought out with all the dread- 
ful signs of cholera stamped on his features ; he was of 
course taken back to hospital, and at the time I am now 
writing is sinking fast. He appeared to have been, as it 
were, " struck down" suddenly, by the unsparing scourge. 

Such gloomy examples occurring daily, are naturally 
most disheartening ; I am in constant fear, at each visit, 
of perceiving some fresh victim marked out. May 
the Almighty in his mercy spare the present survivors. 
Amongst the men of the detachment, I am thankful to 
say, we have had no fresh cases since the one I noted. 
We hope to get away in three or four days. I have 
omitted to mention the pest of flies ; they swarm in 
myriads, and it is difficult to avoid eating them in 
our food. 

22nd. — Another wet, stormy day.: Called during the 
night to a case of cholera, occurring in a strong man in 
hospital, convalescent from a slight feverish attack. 
This is a very sad circumstance, and I shall be truly 
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glad when my poor patients yet surviving are removed 
to Varna. 

I witnessed the mournful funeral procession of an 
officer of the 79th Highlanders, the third of the corps 
who had died. It took place during an interval in 
the storm this afternoon. The body was placed on a 
stretcher on an artillery gun carriage, covered by a sheet, 
and followed by his brothers ; two of whom, rather sin- 
gularly, are in the same regiment. The thunder, then 
incessant, sounded in place of the accustomed volley. 

We hear it is considered definitely settled at last that 
Sebastopol is to be attacked, — the day of embarkation, 
on or about the 28th. Lord Raglan is said to calculate 
on the completion of the affair in twelve days. The 
Light Division of our army and the French are to land 
first; the First Division also of either service after- 
wards. 

The ' Agamemnon * and ' Napoleon ' screw line of 
battle ships, have volunteered to break the chain across 
the harbour. It is rumoured that if one particular fort is 
taken, the rest of the work will be comparatively easy, 
though a considerable loss of life is anticipated. An 
interval of four days is expected to elapse between the 
embarkation of the troops, and their departure for the 
Crimea — a delay that, with the present sickness, appears 
ill advised. 

We have all been grieved to hear of the sudden 
death of our kind friend, Capt. Smith, of the 'Simoom.' 
He dined with Admiral Lyons at Varna one evening. 
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was seized with cholera, and died at two o'clock on the • 
following morning. 

2Srd. — This day has been as cold and tempestuous 
as a November day in England. The result is a sad 
increase in the mortality —three deaths, and the admis- 
sion of a fresh case of cholera. In consequence, the 
medical officer in charge of the sick of the Coldstream 
Guards (Mr. Cooper) and myself, have both written 
urgent letters, recommending our immediate withdrawal, 
and transfer of the sick to the general hospital at Varna. 
These, the officer commanding the detachment (to whom 
the letters were addressed) took in to the Brigadier, so 
we hope soon to be ordered in. 

In a letter from the surgeon of my regiment, he tells 
me they lost three men by cholera (fresh cases) on the 
march; but the sickness, though still great (fever), appears 
to have abated since the arrival of the division at their 
present station. Many of the officers severely ill from 
fever, one of my colleagues amongst the number, who is 
occupying my late quarters. Two officers of the Cold- 
stream Guards have died ; one. Colonel Trevelyan, very 
suddenly from cholera. 

News of a severe repulse of the Turks by the Rus- 
sians, in Asia. The day of our embarkation still inde- 
finite — some even yet doubt the event. 

24tA. — The weather still as stormy in the early part 
of the day, but warmer and more settled towards the 
evening. Cholera continues, but not more prevalent. 

A swarm of locusts passed over the camp this after- 
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noon. They covered the air as far as could be seen, and 
flew separate from each other a few yards, at an altitude 
of about thirty feet from the ground : they occupied 
about ten minutes in passing by. The men caught one 
—now in my possession. It has a body about a third 
of an inch in circumference, rather resembling that of a 
caterpillar, with fine downy hair on the under surface. 
Total length of body and head, about one inch and three 
quarters. There are six legs, with two larger and two 
smaller antennae ; the wings, four in number (placed in 
the usual position of flies), very large in proportion ; they 
are bat-shaped, about one inch and a half long, the ante- 
rior pair rather large, and of a beautiful net-like texture. 

2btA. — ^Weather warm. Rumours that the attack on 
the Crimea is to be expedited as much as possible ; also 
that there is a change in or of the ministry — ^the former 
supposition more probable. Every one rejoicing in the 
approaching move from this " cemetery.'' 

26M. — The ambulances for the sick not having ar- 
rived, we are compelled reluctantly to postpone our 
departure until Monday — an annoying circumstance, 
for the day has been cool, and well adapted for a march. 
I should say our provisions, in the shape of a flock of 
sheep, accompany us. The commissariat officer de- 
parted with the Highland brigade, leaving us mutton, 
and other food, calculated to last ten days. A corporal 
and several men are employed in the sylvan occupation 
of shepherds. We are rather at a loss for a butcher — ^the 
only man of the trade having recently died in hospital. 
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I may here take the opportunity of noting such infor- 
mation as I have gained, relative to the inhabitants of 
this beautiful, but miserable and pestilential country — 
the province of Bulgaria. 

The religion is Greek, and all its tenets, fasts, etc., 
are said to be pretty closely adhered to. Churches, 
however, there are none in the villages, only in large 
towns, such as Varna and Silistria. A house is tempo- 
rarily used for the purpose, and the priests attend from 
neighbouring towns. Were they to have places of wor- 
ship, the latter would be at once sacked of their silver 
ornaments, crucifixes, etc., — which form such necessary 
and prominent appendages in the chapels, — ^by their insa- 
tiable oppressors, the Bashi-bazouks. 

The land is bought from government by the natives, 
who farm it themselves ; and there appear to be neither 
lai^e proprietors, nor any system of serfdom. A tax of 
one tenth of the produce — com, flocks, and horses, — is 
paid annually to the authorities, who very paternally take 
the sale, of the former at least, into their own hands; 
the produce (valued) being sold at C!onstantinople to 
merchants, who come down and take it away. A man 
who has ten or twelve oxen, two hundred sheep, forty 
horses (ponies), and about £50, is considered "rich." 
The marriage-portions generally consist of live stock. 

The poor natives live in complete uncertainty as to 
the enjoyment of their possessions, owing to a system of 
"black mail," levied by the Bashi-bazouks, and even, 
sometimes, by the regular Turkish troops. The former 
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demand a certain sum from the head man of the place ; 
if refused, they help themselves. No means of redress 
— magistrates or pohce — exist, there being generally no 
regular soldiers quartered up the coimtry. At the pre- 
sent time, however, there are, and the result is that the 
poor peasantry have to support them entirely. These 
soldiers, however, it may be said in extenuation, are 
themselves wretchedly off. They have received no pay 
for seven months, and are inadequately suppUed, when 
in their own barracks, with food. It is a wonder how 
the poor wretches, whose devotion to the Sultan merits 
a better recompense, can offer up their loud daily prayers 
for his prosperity. 

A tax is paid also to the goverament by all shop- 
keepers (both Greeks and Turks), at certain rates of 
valuation. 

Of course, impressment for all government purposes 
is actively enforced on the poor natives, and at the pre- 
sent time a dozen or so of arabas (rude four-wheeled 
waggons entirely made of wood), are in our camp. Their 
listless owners lie philosophically basking under the shade 
of their vehicles all day, in happy indifference, apparently, 
as to what they may have to do, or where to go next ; 
with no other shelter for the night, and probably mainly 
dependent on our charity for food. The men wear a 
dress of a kind of brown stuff, not unlike Irish frieze ; 
a jacket with a thick girdle, an invariable article in the 
East, which we have all now adopted, and pantaloons 
fitting tight. Their head-dress, a conical-shaped, black 
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sheep-skin cap, with the wool outwards. Their legs and 
feet are protected by a kind of swathing of strips of the 
cloth or flannel I have already mentioned. They are 
robust, and not ill-looking men. The females I do not 
think I have yet seen enough of, to give an opinion. 

21th (SundayJ, — The ambulances arrived to-day, and 
at length our departure is definitely arranged for to- 
morrow. Nothing to note; except that our sheep, at 
least thirty-six of them, scorning the dominion of mili- 
tary shepherds, have gone astray, leaving still, however, 
enough mutton to take us into head-quarters. 

28M. — ^We left at eight o'clock, and are now en- 
camped on a sloping field, close to a fountain ; behind 
us the range of mountains I have before alluded to, and 
here covered by a forest of small trees, with occasional 
clearings : in front, the extensive plain reaching to the 
lake, whose windings are visible in the distance. 

Our march only comprised five miles, through a 
rather picturesque portion of the country. One view 
of a dell with fine foliage just touched with an autumnal 
tint, and the Bay of Varna in the distance, now crowded 
with shipping, was very pretty, and " English.'* 

Before our march this morning, under the guidance 
of a friend, I rode a little distance up the country to 
get a glimpse of a prospect that took his fancy. It was 
very delightful, notwithstanding a gloomy atmosphere. 
A fine wood in the foreground, the plain, like an im- 
mense amphitheatre, studded with the white tents of 
the Second and Light Divisions now en route for Varna, 
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and several ranges of mountains, one rising above an- 
other, formed collectively a fine scene for an artist. 

Until to-day I had necessarily been obliged by my 
duties to remain in camp ever since my arrival, so I con- 
sequently felt much cheered and refreshed by the change 
of scene. 

Some proof has been afforded us of the truth of 
the information I learnt yesterday, through the interpreter 
attached to us, from the natives ; viz., that we could not 
(the army) remain encamped at a later date than a fort- 
night hence, owing, first, to the heavy rains, and some 
weeks later, to the extreme cold. 

Yesterday the day was threatening, and at about 
seven o'clock p.m., it began to blow strongly, though 
the weather was not cold. During the night there was 
a perfect hurricane, testing our tent poles to the utmost ; 
and in the early hours of the morning, when we were 
necessarily on the move for our march, the cold was bit- 
terly piercing. To-day again, about one o'clock, it was 
so warm that we were obliged to put on very light 
clothing. Such variation of temperature is very trying 
to the constitution. 

One half of our ambulance drivers (old pensioners), 
are drunk. 

The sheep have fortunately been found, through the 
medium of some Turkish troopers who accompany us. 

As an instance of the experience our servants have 
acquired in culinary art and campaigning, I may mention 
that about two hours after our arrival here, my tent was 
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pitched, and the occupant dining comfortably firom an 
excellent leg of mutton, boiled to perfection, potatoes, 
and a baked rice pudding. My groom (batman) having 
much leisure, and my horse the same, I employ them 
both in visiting the adjacent villages for eggs, milk, etc., 
these commodities the apathetic natives not thinking it 
worth their while to bring to so small a camp. They 
charge, of course, exorbitantly. 

Two officers of the detachment rode into Varna, and 
have brought intelligence that the embarkation of the 
Guards is fixed for Thursday, the 31st, and that we sail 
on the 2nd of September. 

29M. — Moved to-day to a further distance of about 
four miles, and occupied a site on the plain, two miles 
from Varna. Two poor fellows, in the last stage of 
dysentery, died, and were buried previously to our de- 
parture. I have mentioned, I beUeve, that the orders 
were to join the regiment, four miles beyond Varna, on 
the third day from the commencement of the march. We 
had scarcely, however, arrived on the ground chosen for 
our second camp, when we were met by an officer of the 
regiment, with instructions to continue our march to 
the extremity of the bay, another four miles further, and 
embark on board the ' Kangaroo ;* the whole brigade 
of Guards, owing to an unexpected order issued on the 
previous night, having this morning gone on board the 
ships, ' Simoom," Kangaroo,' and ' Emeu.' Instructions 
were brought to me at the same time, to select the 
sick men to be left behind, and leave them at the ge- 
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neral hospital. The appearance of the bay as we neared 
it was very striking — a perfect forest of shipping of every 
kind, transports, tenders, and ships of war. The scene 
at the different jetties where the troops and stores were 
being embarked, was of course a very animated one. 
Fresh regiments arriving from the country soiled with 
dust, staff officers rushing about, naval officers superin- 
tending the numerous boats put in requisition from the 
men-of-war, etc. ; every evidence in fact of the authori- 
ties being in earnest to forward matters. Our horses 
have to be left to the " chance " of being looked after by 
a company detached to remain behind. I took leave of 
my poor animals with but a faint expectation of ever see- 
ing them again. It is thought they will be forwarded to 
us when we have effected a landing (?). On getting on 
board, I found that an assistant surgeon from each of 
the three regiments of Guards had been ordered to re- 
main behind with the sick, a duty, justly considered under 
present exciting circumstances, a very unenviable one. 
Enjoyed a comfortable dinner once more in a civilized 
manner, with the luxury of bread ; and occupied the ca- 
bin I was located in during the passage from Malta. 

30M. — I understand we are not to sail to Baltschick 
Bay, as was rumoured yesterday evening, owing to the 
cholera having appeared in some Artillery, who have 
preceded us. The intention was, that the whole force 
should collect there (eight or ten miles off), and pro- 
ceed from thence to its destination, when the embarka- 
tion, likely to occupy four or five days more, is effected. 



Digitized by 



Google 



EMBARKATION AT VARNA. 143 

Odessa is now rumoured to be our object, with the view 
of making it a winter quarter. 

31*^. — Embarkation proceeding without delay, but 
still with such a slow process that several days longer 
appear hkely to elapse before it is completed. The 
* Himalaya ' has arrived, for the transportation of the ca- 
valry of the expedition. Our men look wretched enough ; 
but I am told that the appearance of the Light Cavalry, 
now embarking in the above ship, is miserable in the ex- 
treme^ — both men and horses greatly emaciated. This is 
easily accounted for: — The cavalry having penetrated 
much further up the provinces than the infantry, were ex- 
posed to greater privation, as regards food, and had also 
to bivouac in the open air during the recent pestilence ; 
consequently, for their number, their mortality was very 
great. I may here mention that, as far as I can learn, 
the cholera has disappeared from Varna ; but there is 
much sickness and mortaUty from fever, and severe diarr- 
hcea is still prevalent. 

September \st — Weather again very warm and enerva- 
ting ; embarkation progressing. The question of our des- 
tination has been settled to-day, through a circular issued 
by the Commander-in-Chief, stating that an invasion of 
the Crimea is to take place, and giving instructions as to 
the disembarkation. Another also from Dr. Hall, head 
of the Medical Department, to medical oflScers, relative to 
their field duties, etc. I find, by this, that the junior assis- 
tant surgeon is to accompany the men into action ; the 
senior assistant and surgeon to be in the rear, out of 
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musket range, as far as practicaUe. I should mention 
that there is a press here, through the means of which 
prmted orders are struck off quickly. The French in 
their embarkation met with a sad accident, a boat having 
been run down, by which some thirty or forty Zouaves 
were drowned. The prevalent impression is, that our 
departure will take place, to the rendezvous at first, 
about Monday. 

2nd. — Nothing to record of consequence. Went 
ashore and saw Varna for the first time since the fire ; 
the debris of which remain in the same state as imme- 
diately after the event. The destruction was greater than 
I had supposed, and, consequently, such Uttle articles as 
we are likely to require, were many of them not pro- 
curable. Met a fine looking old Turkish officer, covered 
with embroidery, (of course on horseback, with the ani- 
mal led,) who, to my great surprise, took the initiative in 
touching his cap. This proceeding would seem to show 
that the mutual courtesy of the Anglo-French army is at 
last affecting the Turks. 

Srd. — Divine service performed by the chaplain of 
the brigade, Mr. Halpin ; who, together with the briga- 
dier (Major-General Bentinck) and staff, are on board 
this ship. 

Sudden orders for the First Division to leave for 
Baltschick Bay this afternoon. We arrived there (a dis- 
tance of little more than two hours' voyage), in the even- 
ing. The ships of the different divisions are thus dis- 
tinguished: — First, by a blue fiag at the foremast; Second, 
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white ; Third, red ; Fourth, red and white ; Light Divi- 
sion, checquered. All the English men-of-war seem to 
have assembled. This is a barren coast ; the bay so in- 
significant as scarcely to merit the term. A small town 
is built in a kind of chasm on the sandy heights. 

4M. — Orders to be in readiness to sail to-morrow — 
contingent, we infer, on the whole British expeditionary 
force having assembled. The place of landing (Eupa- 
toria) is said to be twenty or thirty miles from Sebasto- 
pol, whither we are to proceed at once by land. De- 
spatched our letters, the last, probably, from many poor 
fellows, to-day. The regiment goes into action very 
weak — about 700 men of all ranks (the nominal strength 
being 1000) — with a deficiency of five officers left sick 
at Varna, and two more on duty there, with the invalid 
depot. 

5M. — We are still here, and in the same uncertainty 
as to departure ; the steam up ; our sailing transports close 
astern ; the weather showery and cold. The cholera has, 
unfortunately, broken out again within the last two days; 
two cases, one of which terminated fatally, to-day. A 
great number of men are in a very cachectic state from 
the climate and late camp life ; many suffering also from 
severe diarrhoea, fever, ague, etc. 

6M. — We were under orders to sail this morning at 
day-break, but the wind blew severely last night, and we 
are once more directed to postpone our departure until 
to-morrow. Mail arrived ; a most fortunate event as re- 
gards myself, as it brings me intelligence of the utmost in- 

L 
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terest, which I feared would not reach me until the latter 
part of the month, if the state of affairs then allowed 
of our letters coming safe to hand. Weather a little 
fresh and cold. No more deaths to-day. The deceased 
were buried in the usual mode adopted at sea, viz., sewn 
up in a blanket, a weight attached to the feet, and the 
corpse canted over the side, on a grating. 

1th. — At last we are en route to our destination^ 
wherever it may be — Pleading to the graves of many now 
present. A kind of procession was formed by each 
division, distinguishable by the flags. The vessels fol- 
lowed closely in the wake of each other in their respective 
order ; the majority being large saihng transports, two 
of which are towed by a powerful steamer. These latter, 
for the most part, contain troops; the former, stores, 
artillery, etc. The sight, the day being fine, was ex- 
tremely imposing — each long column of vessels tacking 
in and out of shore at even distances. The time calcu- 
lated to elapse before we reach the Crimea, owing to the 
slow rate at which we are compelled to move, is named 
at about five days. Some anticipate, I do not know how 
truly, rough weather — the equinoctial gales beginning 
early here. The French have preceded us, at least a part 
of their army ; but their transports are so wretchedly 
small that it is considered likely we may have to assist 
them before they can land the entire force. The CSom- 
mander-in-Chief and Duke of Cambridge are expected to 
overtake us in fast vessels. 

%th. — A blank day. Nothing to record. 
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dti. — We are supposed to be about forty miles from 
the Crimea this evening. 

lOiA CSundayJ. — Lord Raglan has gone ahead to 
survey. A storm of hail last night. Anchored for the 
evening. 

IIM.— Sailed again: a fine day. We had a colli- 
sion, which might have been attended with very serious 
consequences, this evening, when near dark : — ^A vessel 
crossed our bow, carrying away the bowsprit ; whilst, on 
the other hand, the ' Kangaroo ' I believe, damaged her 
opponent's bulwarks. I was reading in my cabin, lying 
<m a sofa, from whidi the shock almost threw me off. 

12M. — ^Weather very cold. Came in sight of the 
Crimea this morning — a long range of barren low land, 
devoid apparently of trees or any prominent objects. 
Kept in sight of it all day, and anchored in the evening 
about twelve or fifteen miles from a smiJl town called 
Eupatoria. 

The men-of-war convoying us, passed to-day in suc- 
cession close by, whilst tacking — a very attractive specta- 
cle. We are placed on short commons on board, our 
fresh provisions (provided by the captain this time) 
being exhausted. Consequently, salt meat, under vari- 
ous forms and disguises, constitutes our fare,— rather a 
hard matter, as Government pays pretty smartly for each 
officer's messing. 

13M. — Weather fine, but cold. Skirted along the 
coast, and cast anchor in the evening a few miles below 
Eupatoria ; having, of coxurse, made little progress during 

l2 
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the day. Eupatona is a long straggling town, with few 
large edifices ; the best by far, apparently a large bar- 
rack in the suburb, as yet unfinished, and unoccupied. 
The other prominent buildings are a church and mosque. 
The latter indicates the fact of the majority of the inha- 
bitants being Tartars. The ' Caradoc/ containing Lord 
Raglan, ran in for a short time; with what object in 
view, we are ignorant. 

Orders to weigh anchor at day-break ; but we cannot 
guess whether our landing is to be effected here (seem- 
ingly quite imopposed), or nearer to Sebastopol. We 
hope the latter. The land appears to be sandy, flat, and 
uncultivated. Since oiu* departure from Baltschick Bay, 
the cholera has unfortunately been prevalent, not only 
in our own, but in several other transports ; and, al- 
though a mild form (but equally unamenable to treat- 
ment), we have had several deaths. Diarrhoea also 
affects a good many of the men. 
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LANDING IN THE CRIMEA — BIVOUAC — ^FALSE ALABM8 — ON THE MARCH 

BATTLE OP THE ALMA — AFTER THE BATTLE — MARCH RESUMED 

ALARMS AT NIQHT — THE FLANK MARCH ENCAMPMENT AT 

KADE-KOl— CAPTURE OP BALAKLAYA— <}ENERAL EXPECTATIONS 
OF FURTHER SUCCESS. 

14tA. — Weighed anchor at two o'clock a.m., and reached 
our destination — a large bay, I believe, equidistant from 
Eupatoria, and a promontory behind which Sebastopol is 
situated — about 6 o'clock, a.m. Disembarked, without 
the least sign of an enemy, at ten o'clock ; the French 
having previously commenced that proceeding higher 
up the coast. 

After waiting on the beach in a heavy rain for several 
hours, we marched about four miles inland to our present 
position, seemingly en route to Sebastopol by the coast. 

The country appears to be a series of undulating, 
sandy plains, probably fertile if cultivated ; but so far, 
totally devoid of wood, or even shrubs. A few patches 
only bore marks of having been sown on. The rain 
continued incessantly the whole day. Under these very 
cheerless circumstances, we rolled ourselves in cloaks. 



Digitized by 



Google 



150 LANDING IN THE CRIMEA. 

and laid down for the night on rude beds formed of ferns 
and wild lavender — ^the latter diffusing a pleasant aroma. 
Of course we were thoroughly wet through, and got 
little sleep. 

15 tA. — Every one turned out at day-break, and the 
morning being fine, our clothes soon got dry. 

The French, who are a little in advance, are, we hear, 
foraging rather actively. A flock of sheep has just gone 
by. I saw a Zouave soon after, staggering under the 
weight of a live calf. We hear, however, that some of 
them, while thus industriously engaged, have fallen into 
the tender hands of the Cossacks. These proceedings 
are rather tantalizing to us, as we are subsisting on a 
three days' ration of cold salt pork and biscuit, issued to 
us before leaving the ship. In addition, we are experienc- 
ing the serious inconveniences of want of wood, and of 
suflBcient and good water. Kumours of the enemy being 
posted ten miles in advance. We are said to be about 
thirty miles from Sebastopol. The artillery, stores, etc., 
will have completely disembarked to-day, and we expect 
to continue our march to-morrow. The French beat us 
completely, I understand, in point of celerity in effecting 
their landing. 

16tA. — In consequence, I believe, of the cavalry not 
having all disembarked, we remained here to-day. The 
dew fell heavily last night, and the cold towards day- 
break was rather unpleasantly severe ; we are cheered, 
however, by a prospect of tents this evening, and fresh 
rations to-morrow. A few of us have succeeded in 
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bujring fowls and lambs in the neighbourhood ; but very 
little live flock has escaped the hands of our Allies. A 
strict order against pillaging has been issued to the army. 
As a great favor, I got a mutton chop taken from a 
sheep killed about ten minutes previously ; a sergeant 
of ours bought the animal for six shillings from a native, 
who only had the alternative of selling it for that sum, 
instead of seeing it taken forcible possession of by a 
French soldier, who was the other candidate. I also 
obtained a small fowl for my dinner to-day, so I have 
been comparatively well off thus far. 

ntA CSundayJ. — A false alarm raised about ten o'clock 
last night, of the Cossacks being upon us. The whole of 
the troops turned out as quickly as possible, we having 
this night occupied a few of our tents. A party of men 
were 'sent out to reconnoitre. They returned soon, 
having failed to discover any enemy, and we were al- 
lowed to turn in again. 

To-day, it is said, that some officers, sent out by Sir 
George Brown, on duty, finding themselves unexpectedly 
in the French camp, thought they would be taken for the 
enemy ; they consequently galloped through. The alarm 
thus spread by the French sentries, increased by some 
horses breaking loose and passing amongst the tents, it 
being quite dark at the time, extended to the lines. The 
expectation of being cut down by the enemy in the dark, 
or as was equally probable, by friends, in mistake, was, 
I confess, not at all agreeable. Our personal comforts 
are of course very Umited : a wash with about half-a-pint 



Digitized by 



Google 




152 FALSE ALARMS. 

of dirty water, (it is all brackish and scanty,) suffices for 
the day. Then, one has brought a comb, another a brush, 
and a third a looking-glass, which are interchanged. To- 
day we fared well ; some tolerable soup, boiled beef and 
rice. Nearly all our utensils are, of course, left behind, 
so we are hard pushed for substitutes for plates and 
dishes. A little salt and pepper most of us had the fore- 
sight to bring from the ship. The contents of my havre- 
sack are as follows : napkins, a tooth-brush, comb, soap, 
knife, fork and spoon, a little can for making tea in^ 
drinking cup, sugar, cocoa, tea, biscuit, and cold pork. 
These wrapped up in my cloak, slung and carried on my 
back, a shooting jacket, a pair of socks, a towel, and a 
pair of shoes, form a load, which altogether I find quite 
heavy enough to march with. Our letters arrived last 
night when it was dark, and we had no means of read- 
ing them, — rather tantalizing. 

IStL — Another false alarm raised last night, but at 
once quelled. Orders received this afternoon to be in 
readiness to march to-morrow. I went with the sick of 
the brigade to-day to the beach, a distance of four miles ; 
it was five o'clock when I started, and fi-om want of 
arrangement, a considerable interval elapsed before boats 
were obtained to take the poor men on board ship. In 
the interim, of course, they lay on the sand. On my re- 
turn it was dark, and I lost my way, but, fortunately, not 
to a very great extent. Reached camp about ten o'clock, 
ery tired and hungry ; our tents had been again taken 
way, all the animals being required for more important 
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purposes connected with our move to-morrow, so I had 
some difficulty in finding my nest, — an armful of damp 
fern. 

19/^. — Marched about eight o'clock. Halted for two 
hours, after advancing a mile, while a reconnaissance on 
our side took place. We afterwards proceeded a distance 
of about ten miles further. Rather a trying march for 
the men, previously debiUtated by the Bulgarian summer, 
and by confinement on board ship. Towards the termi- 
nation of our move to-day, therefore, they fell out, ex- 
hausted, in large numbers. Just before halting, there 
were rumours of the enemy being in front. The cavalry 
and artillery went forward, and the first skirmish took 
place ; resulting, I believe, in the death of one man, and 
the wounding of two others, together with the loss of 
two horses, all of the 8th Hussars. The first shot of 
the enemy did this mischief. We weife hastened up to 
support, but no infantry were engaged — ^the enemy re- 
treating as we advanced. 

We hear the cavalry have been suffering much priva- 
tion, living on biscuit for three days, and occupied in 
constant patrolling. One officer. Captain Cresswell of the 
11th Hussars, has died of cholera in consequence. 

About six o'clock we were able to recruit ourselves 
with a meal of tea and tough steak — the only repast 
since a very early hour in the morning, except a mouth- 
ful of biscuit and rum on the march ; and then lay down 
to rest. Fortunately we were not disturbed by alarms 
during the night. 
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20tA. — ^Tarned oat at four o'clock nnd^ arms : still 
dark, and the ground very wet from dew. 

We hear that the French followed up the skirmish 
last night, and killed a few horses. To enable the 
generals to reconnoitre, I presume, we did not march 
until about nine o'clock. It was said we were only to 
advance-five miles to-day. We had proceeded about that 
distance, the weather being very fine and sunny, when 
we sighted the enemy, occupying a strong intrenched 
position on the side of a lofty hill ; a smiJl stream, the 
Alma, passing through the valley between us. We were 
at the time about to descend an opposite hill of nearly 
the same altitude. The enemy, on our advance, fired 
the village, situated on the banks of the stream, and the 
valley was thus partly filled with smoke. This proceed- 
ing they had doubtless adopted with the view of retard- 
ing our operations, whilst their artillery, having, as we 
subsequently found, by means of targets, previously got 
the exact range of the height we were beginning to as- 
cend, opened fire on us. Both armies were only about 
two miles fi'om the coast, and our fleet, which had accom- 
panied us, at the same time that the enemy's artilleiy 
opened, or rather previously, threw in shell on the former, 
with the view of covering the advance of the French. It 
was their part, on our right, to force that portion of the 
enemy's position bordering near the sea, with the object 
of turning their flank. We advanced in almost a straight 
direction. The Rifles and Light Division began the attack 
by pushing forward in skirmishing order, whilst our ar- 
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tillciy opened fire in reply to that of the enemy. My 
Brigade, and the rest of the First Division, followed by 
the Second (and I believe, in fact, the whole force en- 
gaged), descended the hill and crossed the river in open 
column. In this order, the attack was made and con- 
tinned throughout the action. A short but sanguinary 
struggle ensued, terminating in our obtaining possession 
of the intrenched heights, and in retreat of the enemy, 
who left only two guns in our possession. The inferior 
number of our cavalry prevented pursuit. At one period, 
the fire of the enemy from Minie rifle and grape, was so 
severe, that a portion of the Light Division retreated to 
re-form. The Guards advanced steadily in support, 
though with great loss, one hundred and fifty-nine of my 
battalion alone being killed and wounded. The English 
oflicers were evidently picked out by the Russians, their 
dress being easily discoverable ; whilst on the other hand 
that of the Russian officers was almost undistinguishable 
from their men^s : in fact, to our soldiers it must have 
been wholly so during the excitement of the action. 
Some small stars on the coat appeared to be the only 
distinction between officers and men. 

The vindictive spirit of the enemy was, I think, as 
great as unexpected. Many of our officers and privates 
met with their death-wounds whilst lying on the ground 
only slightly injured, — the Russians, even although 
maimed themselves, firing deliberately on our disabled 
men. 

To this brutal disregard of the usages of civilized 
warfare, poor Lord Chewton of my regiment owed his 
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death, and Colonel Haygarth the imminent danger his 
life was placed in for many months, besides other wounds 
received by the former. Whilst disabled, an attempt 
was made deliberately to shoot him through the head, by 
placing the muzzle of a firelock close to his face. His 
hand instinctively raised, partly turned the course of the 
baU, and caused extensive laceration of the scalp, in place 
of immediate death. And here I would pay a passing 
tribute to the memory of as gallant a soldier as any the 
war has numbered with its victims. More heroic endur- 
ance of sufiering, and devout resignation to the will of 
the Almighty, preceded by a display of all the personal 
courage and example an oflScer of subordinate rank could 
exhibit to his company, it has never been my lot in life 
to conceive or witness. Never can I forget that on pro- 
ceeding to examine the wounds, his first act was not to 
allude to his own state, and the barbarity with which he 
had been treated, but to grasp my hand, and ask for- 
giveness for an offence so trifling, so long an interval 
elapsing since its occurrence — then the mere playful 
ebullition of a disposition which could never purposely 
inflict a moment's pain on another, — ^that none but a 
chivalrous soldier and sincere Christian could remember, 
and seek to repair at such a time, and under such cir- 
cumstances. 

Instances occurred, too, of men whose wants had 
been relieved by our officers in passing by, inmiediately 
after, trying to shoot their benefactors. The action, I 
should have said, began about half-past seven, and ter- 
minated about four o'clock ; but the brunt of the affair 
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might be considered over at three. The enemy, as the 
wounds of our men proved, fired low, and therefore 
very effectively. Thus by far the majority of gun-shot 
wounds, in my corps at least, were in the lower extre- 
mities, and in the middle of the body. 

Captain Cust, Aide-de-camp to Major-General Ben- 
tinck, had his leg shattered by a round shot at the com- 
mencement of the action, whilst on the farthest bank of 
the river. Considerable hoemorrhage immediately en- 
sued, and exhausted him much; but it ceased spon- 
taneously during the few minutes elapsing before I saw 
him. All my own stretchers and bearers had already 
been sent to the rear with wounded, but fortunately 
some belonging to a line regiment were being brought 
up, and I impressed one. Poor fellow, he was quite 
calm and collected, but the shock was too great, and I 
hear he died immediately after the amputation was per- 
formed. 

In confirmation of the opinion expressed by Mr. 
Guthrie, not generally entertained by the pubUc ; or, in 
fact, by members of the profession, I may mention that in 
only one case on the field had I occasion to arrest bleed- 
ing by the application of a tourniquet. By this, I mean, 
that in only one out of perhaps some thirty or forty gun- 
shot fractures and wounds of the gravest nature, was 
the bleeding likely to prove fatal if not controlled. 

After succouring, as far as I could, the wounded, and, 
when the action was over, superintending the removal of 
as many as could then be found, I rejoined the surgeon, 
who had established a temporary hospital or rather ope- 
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rating room only, in a small hut, near a vineyard, on the 
opposite hill. We were occupied as long as the twilight 
permitted in tending the wounded, and afterwards as 
far as practicable by firelight, in the open air. Every 
few minutes, the parties in search came in with a fresh 
suflferer previously overlooked. We were ourselves faint 
and exhwBted. I had been on £oot all day, and with- 
out any refreshment except from the stream, whose 
waters, if not mingled with blood, were certainly ren- 
dered turbid enough by the feet of men and horses, and 
by an occasional mouthful of spirit from an Aide-de- 
camp's flask. I never appreciated tea so much in my life, 
as some I fcnrtunately had, together with biscuit, in my 
havresack. For the means of making it, a tea;pot and hot 
water, I felt very grateful to a picquet of another regi- 
ment, who were sitting round the fijre with the wounded. 
My servant was absent with my cloak, and such few 
things as I possessed, and I laid down late at night, 
very tired, in one comer of a wretdied hut, without door 
CM* window, occupied by four of the wounded officers of my 
own regiment. My bed was some dirty straw, and the 
hovel emitted such an abominable odour, that under no 
other circumstances than sheer exhaustion could I have 
remained in it. Of course little sleep was procurable ; 
however, I got an hour or two's slumber, and rose at 
day-break refreshed, but very cold. On the horrors 
incident to a battle-field I need not dwelL Two Rus- 
sian officers I succoured there ; one a fine benevolent- 
looking (M general^ with spectacles, and a gentle aspect, 
resembled moie a eavan. He appeared very gratefii]. 
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and shook my hand warmly, when I endeavoured to 
make my motives intelligible through the medium of 
bad French. 

21st. — Up at day-break attending to those whom the 
close of night prevented from being dressed. Amputa- 
tions performed on cases requiring them. Our servants 
came up late last night, fortunately uninjured, and were 
of use in providing us with a tolerable breakfast this 
morning. Occupied from a very early hour until about 
half-past three o'clock, by which time all the wounded 
were attended to. A number of cots, slung on poles and 
carried by marines, were sent from the fleet, which lay 
at anchor at the mouth of the river, about two miles off. 
By this means several of our worst cases have been re- 
moved on board ship. This is a great advantage to an 
army circumstanced as ours is at the present time. It 
is said we are to advance towards Sebastopol to-morrow ; 
and it is also believed that the enemy will retreat there. 
Weather continues very fine. The relative k>sses 1 am 
unable yet to state, but ours has been very severe. 

22nd. — ^The Duke of Cambridge has several times 
called to enquire after the wounded, and made minute 
enquiries as to the nature of their injuries. His Royal 
Highness seems to have had a narrow escape, his horse 
being shot xmdet him. 

This afternoon went with all our remaining wounded 
to the beach, and saw them moved on board ship. Our 
own means of transport were quite inadequate, but the 
Fr^ich ambulances, and mules furnished with couches. 
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slung on either side, came and rendered the greatest 
assistance. Nothing could exceed the kindness and even 
tenderness of the French soldiers (Zouaves), and the 
officer who accompanied them. I was forcibly struck 
with the contrast thus afforded to preconceived impres- 
sions closely connected, as I presume they are, in most 
Englishmen's minds, with national prejudices and former 
hostilities. After seeing the men safely disposed of, I 
tied up my pony, and enjoyed the great luxury of a 
bath. I was much amused in returning, to see middies 
and sailors of all kinds and services, reeling under heavy 
burdens of trophies, helmets, firelocks, and swords; — 
most of the latter seemed to be of an inferior descrip- 
tion. 

Walked to camp (situated about a mile beyond the 
field of battle), in the evening. Every one of course 
conversing about the recent event. Intercepted letters 
from Menschikoff, who commanded, are said to have 
shown that he expected to hold his position at least three 
weeks. They stated that if Sebastopol could be defended 
for a month, this position could be held six months. Also 
another despatch announcing the defeat, and adding, 
that he (Menschikoff), expected to fight brave men, but 
not " red devils,*' as they termed the British. 

The Heavy Cavaby from Scutari have landed (Scots 
Greys, etc.), together with 5000 marines. 

It is believed that the army who fought against us 
formed the garrison of Sebastopol, and that they have re- 
treated to the city. Our Third and Fourth Divisions 
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were not engaged, I believe ; so our Light, First, and 
Second Divisions, about 15,000 men, were pitted against 
the entire Russian army, variously estimated, and at the 
leasts amounting to 40,000. Our loss is computed at 
2098 in killed and wounded ; that of the French it is dif- 
ficult to ascertain — ^probably about half or two thirds of 
the number ; that of the Russians is not yet known, 
and from their habit of carrying off as many wounded as 
practicable, it is not likely to be ascertained correctly. 

2Srd. — Resumed our march at seven o'clock : weather 
keeps very fine. The monotony of our progress, through 
long tracts of rank wild grass and weeds, and devoid of 
all shrubs, was relieved by a hare being occasionally 
started. The perfume from the wild herbs, chiefly thyme 
and lavender, was very agreeable. 

In the afternoon we reached a village with a small 
stream passing by it (the Katscha), and on either side lofty 
ranges of hills ; a position, in fact, much resembling that 
of the Alma, and one, of course, that might have been 
advantageously defended by the enemy, of whom, I may 
add, no signs were visible. Some tokens were found of 
their rapid retreat, in the form of various military appur- 
tenances, vehicles, etc., left behind. 

The village called " Eskel " presented a picturesque 
appearance, owing chiefly to some rows of fine poplars 
in luxuriant foliage, and vineyards laden with grapes of 
the best kind (muscadel), and now for the most part ripe. 
After encamping, the men visited them, and returned 
laden with huge clusters, armfuls in fact, every possible 
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article being employed for the conveyance, bear skins, 
great coats, etc. Such profusion existed, that the men 
became at last satiated, and rather fastidious in their 
choice. Other fruits, such as melons, apricots, pears, 
etc., were found also in great abundance, and these latter 
being unripe, caused the fatal results, I beheve, attri- 
buted to the grapes, which the majority of us ate in 
large quantities without ill consequences. My servant 
managed to get a few fine onions, a welcome treat, as 
we had necessarily been living for some time without 
vegetables. 

The village, I should have said, had been partially 
fired, according to the barbarous practice of the Russians. 
The French too, ever first in foraging, managed to get 
access to the houses, and rifled them before we came. 
Some of the dwellings were of a superior description to 
those met with before. 

The sea, at the mouth of the valley, about two miles 
off, was visible from the elevated ground where we were 
encamped; our fleet accompanied us in the progress. The 
inhabitants, Uke those near the Ahna, had all disappeared 
apparently. 

Bivouacked here for the night. 

24M. — Resumed our march at ten o'clock : weather 
very fine. Heard some firing from heavy guns last 
evening at seven o'clock, and again this morning. Said 
to be occasioned by our ships taking the range of the 
forts of Sebastopol. The enemy are reported to have sunk 
seven or eight of their largest vessels at the entrance 
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of the harbour, and to have mounted the guns on Fort 
Constantine ; also to have strengthened the fortifications 
in other ways. It is rumoured that we are to take up a 
position about three miles firom the town, while the 
French attack Fort Constantine, and encamp at a shorter 
distance firom Sebastopol. From prisoners taken, we 
learn that the panic caused by the defeat was so great, 
that if we had followed it up, we might have entered the 
fortress with the enemy. 

Passed through a very pretty viUage, with a small 
deep brook (the Belbec) running through it, and abound- 
ing like the one we marched by yesterday, with orchards 
and vineyards, together with fine rows of poplars. The 
grapes delicious and plentiful. 

Some of the houses, — country villas, apparently, of 
persons of rank, — ^had been plundered, either by the 
Cossacks themselves, as some think, or by the French. 

Bivouacked in sight of the entrance to Sebastopol, 
and about two miles distant from the village, after a 
day's march, though only . of six miles, yet rendered 
fotiguing by the heat. 

Our baggage was intercepted on the road by a vast 
train of ammunition and forage waggons, so that it was 
six o'clock before we got a meal (old pork and tea, our 
usual fare), together with our cloaks, carried on a pony, 
which had been luckily picked up. It was, perhaps, alto- 
gether the most fatiguing day we have yet had, as the 
majority had fasted for twelve hours. I had only eaten a 
piece of biscuit during the whole time, and must confess I 
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felt wearied and faint. Some waggons containing a 
number of copper stewpans, have been taken by our- 
cavalry ; also ammunition, chiefly percussion caps, with 
some salt fish, and cattle. Turned in very tired. 

25M. — Routed out twice during the night, at one and 
three o'clock, by false alarms of the enemy attacking us, — 
very annoying to tired men. I managed, however, to 
get some refreshing sleep. I now possess a comer of a 
tent, known, from the number and variety of its occu- 
pants, as the " omnibus.*' Up at five o'clock and under 
arms. The effects of yesterday's fasting, and siibsequent 
over indulgence in fruit, are shewn in a good many fresh 
cases of cholera to-day, (none in my regiment) ; several 
officers, unfortunately, are victims. 

We are, it seems, still about four miles from Sebas- 
topol, the entrance to which only is yet visible. As 
usual we were detained, whilst a reconnaissance (?) took 
place, and did not actually march until twelve o'clock. 
In consequence of a change in the plan of operations, 
(arising, it is said, from the knowledge that additional 
heavy guns have been planted on Fort Constantine on 
the land side), it is determined that we are to make a 
circuit of about sixteen miles round the town, effect a 
communication with the fleet on the other side of Sebas- 
topol, land the siege train there, and attack the fortress 
at its weakest point, where we are totally unlooked for. 
Many are sanguine of success attending this plan, in a 
few days. Our mode of life has now become rather try- 
ing, and many of the older officers are knocked up. So 
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far, thank God, my health has been tolerably good, and 
I am only suffering a Uttle from blistered feet ; our 
clothes are now getting dilapidated. 

The march to-day lay, for about the first five miles, 
through a dense oak forest, and up a steep ascent of 
loose gravelly soil. This, of course, was a very toilsome 
and fatiguing process, and every one scrambled through 
as best he could. The progress would have been difficult 
enough in a hunting dress, or in even Indian attire, but 
in uniform it was still worse ; afterwards we got on a 
tolerabte bridle road, passing through a continuation of 
the same wood. We skirted a valley, at the entrance 
of which Sebastopol stands, and probably at a distance 
of about eight miles. By this proceeding, we avoided 
some batteries, and were enabled to intercept a convoy, 
of which inteUigence had been received. The French 
separated from us this morning, their object being to 
make a demonstration on Fort Constantine, at the near 
side of the harbour, whilst we, by a wide detour, pro- 
ceeded to the other. When we had advanced about ten 
miles, and had reached the valley I have alluded to, a 
laughable scene presented itself. Firing had previously 
been heard close at hand. On arriving, we found that a 
detachment of the Scots Greys and 8th Hussars, accom- 
panying Lord Raglan, had met with a portion of the gar- 
rison of Sebastopol, marching either to Simpheropol or 
elsewhere. After a brief conflict, in which we lost no men, 
and the enemy, about twenty-five, the latter, variously 
estimated at from 5 to 10,000, took flight back to Sebas- 
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topol, leaving thirty arabas without horses, laden with 
meal, millet, and other grain, three or four carriages con- 
taining plate, money and clothes, — the property of oflBcers 
of rank, some say Menschikoff himself, and several barrels 
of gunpowder,^ etc. The enemy made very slight resis- 
tance, the infantry only firing one volley, which had no 
effect. The prisoners taken, say there are only about 
18,000 men in Sebastopol, the remainder, 16,000 (?) 
having left the fortress. Had we commenced our march 
three or four hours earlier, it is thought that we could have 
destroyed this portion of the army at least, or prevented 
its retreat to Sebastopol. There were evident traces on 
the road, as we advanced, of the completeness of the 
rout, in the shape of accoutrements lying about on all 
sides, carts abandoned, overthrown and broken; port- 
manteaus opened and rifled, etc. The whole scene was 
very characteristic of war. The affair was viewed as an 
agreeable diversion by every one. It was very laughable 
to see the men, Highlanders especially, help themselves to 
large quantities of oatmeal, which, alas, the fatigue of our 
further progress, soon obliged them to abandon. 

To resume, we proceeded on our forced march, down 
the slope of a barren mountain, into an immense amphi- 
theatre, presenting a white calcareous aspect, the surface 
covered with shells, like many tracts in Bulgaria, and 
bearing evidence of never having received cultivation 
since being submerged. 

It was about half-past eight o'clock when we reached 
our destination, the summit of a range of hillocks, just 
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beyond a small hamlet, situated on the margin of a 
stream running in the direction of Sebastopol (the Tcher- 
naya), here crossed by a substantial stone bridge, after a 
march, the longest yet in the campaign, of about eighteen 
miles. We had been under arms since five o'clock in the 
morning. Fortunately we had brought a little cold pork 
and biscuit, which we ate on the road, and some ration 
mm in our flasks. I never had an adequate idea of the 
great importance of water in campaigning until to-day ; 
every one's anxiety (as expressed in frequent wishes, and 
vain scrutiny of the road and country adjacent), having 
sole reference to it. Our baggage was, of course, far be- 
hind, with a day's ration of fresh meat, our cloaks, etc. 
No means of lighting fires presented themselves, except a 
few green shrubs and some dry grass; and to sum up all, 
it was perfectly dark when we reached our place of 
bivouac. In this state of affairs, after lighting a scrap of 
fire with some difficulty, and experiencing equally as 
much in finding means to keep it going, we waited in 
the dew, now falling heavily. Our uniforms were damp 
with the perspiration of a long day's march on a hot day. 
Towards 11 o'clock the baggage fortunately arrived, when 
I got my cloak, and turned into a comer of the ** Omni- 
bus," which had also luckily made its appearance. I had 
previously obtained some tea, — ^inestimable beverage ! — a 
Kttle biscuit, and a scrap of fresh meat. I think I never 
enjoyed a drink so much in my life, as I did a long " pull " 
of cold water obtained from a small canal near the foot 
of the hill. As I was still perspiring, there was some 
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risk, yet the certainty of great danger would not have 
prevented my incurring it. 

This canal, I believe, was constructed to supply Sebas- 
topol with good water. The communication with the town 
is now, of course, cut oflf. 

26tA. — Under arms at five o'clock. As sometimes 
happens after much fatigue, I got no sleep, that I was 
sensible of, but rose refreshed, and I am thankful to add, 
free from any indisposition but a slight cold. Marched 
off at eight o'clock, and arrived, after a pleasant jour- 
ney of about five miles, the day being fine, and yet early, 
at a pretty viUage, called Kade-Koi, situated in a cultiva- 
ted ravine, filled with vineyards and surrounded by hills. 
About a mile from us, a small creek is visible, resembling 
in the distance, a little mountain leke, with a viUage called 
Balaklava on its margin. On either side of the entrance 
rise almost precipitous, and very lofty cliffs ; that on the 
left, viewed from inland, is surmounted by some old 
ruined Genoese fortifications, one of which had been con- 
verted into a smaU battery, garrisoned by the enemy. It 
was of course necessary to take the former, a proceeding 
which was soon accomplished by a few companies of 
Light Infantry, assisted by a shell or two thrown in from 
the fleet. The garrison, about one hundred men, surren- 
dered, and were made prisoners. We were kept under 
arms in the first named village, until the firing ceased, 
when we bivouacked in the plain about a mile off. 

Kade-koi is a great improvement on the wretched 
hamlets of Bulgaria. The buildings are neat and clean. 
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and it possesses a rather ornamental church: also se- 
veral respectable farm houses, surounded by vineyards. 
The former are, for the most part, shut up ; the inhabi- 
tants and moveables gone : but the soldiers soon began to 
explore the yards ; when the loud cackling of hens gave 
evidence of a discovery and hot pursuit, until the com- 
manding officer checked proceedings. This is said to have 
been a small French colony, and I heard that language 
spoken by a very respectable-looking dame, at a house 
where an officer of the Grenadier Guards (Prince Edward 
of Saxe Weimar) was vainly trying to purchase some fowls. 
The good lady seemed inexorable. A small provision shop 
in the village was, however, by some means opened, at 
which the treat of bad bread and cheese and good honey 
were procured — a harvest to the old woman possessing 
it, who seemed, nevertheless, hopelessly bewildered or 
apathetic, and made no acknowledgment for the money 
given to her ; the sum total, though discretionary, far ex- 
ceeded, of course, the value of the eatables. 

The site of the camp is the most convenient, in every 
respect, we have yet occupied. We are surrounded by 
vineyards and orchards containing fruit and vegetables of 
eveiy description, which the men are allowed to indulge 
in ; excellent water, abundance of fire wood from the dry 
hedges and palings of the gardens, and plenty of hay for 
the horses. Then there is the adjacent village to resort 
to, where — some of the occupants having returned — 
poultry can be procured at high prices by the officers, 
and stolen by the men: in fact, the whole is quite a 
garden of Eden to us. 
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I walked up to the bay this aftenioon, in the hope of 
obtaining a refreshing bath. It was too muddy, how- 
ever, and time did not permit me to go to the mouth of 
the harbour. A number of middies were rowing about, 
shooting geese and ducks ; and the road to camp was 
lined by military and naval visitors. I saw Lady Errol 
taking a walk with an old naval officer. Her husband 
was slightly wounded (lost a finger) at the Alma, and is on 
board ship. It was not without some feeling of national 
pride and satisfaction that I saw a number of steamers, 
with the British flag, already anchored in the harbour, in 
as orderly a manner as if the latter had always pertained 
to us. 

21th, — Marched a short distance parallel to our 
former bivouac, and there encamped, instead of proceed- 
ing to the heights before Sebastopol as we expected. 
The first showers, I think, for the last fortnight ; we 
having experienced only one wet day since landing in 
the Crimea — that of our disembarkation. The weather 
has doubtless exercised a very beneficial effect in the pre- 
servation of health. Every one, from Sir John Burgoyne 
— an old Peninsular officer of high repute, at the head 
of the Engineer Department — downwards, appears im- 
pressed confidently with the belief that the fortress can 
be stormed in one or two days. The garrison is reported 
to be small and disaffected. We have not heard what 
the French have been doing lately ; but St. Arnaud is 
rumoured to have been recalled — ^it is conjectured, owing 
to the fatal expedition to the Dobrudska. The siege guns 
are being landed to-day (very large caUbre), and some of 
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the celebrated Lancasters, from which great results are 
expected. 

Cholera is still prevalent amongst us — a circumstance 
not to be wondered at, when the enormous quantity of 
fruit and vegetables now consumed is taken into con- 
sideration. Colonel Cox, of the Grenadier Guards, died 
of it to-day : the forced march, I believe, was the imme- 
diate cause. I am myself, with several other officers, 
suffering from severe bilious diarrhoea. I have very 
opportunely had a pony given to me by a sick friend, 
although our marching is now probably over for some 
time. Some provincial letters have come with Lord Rag- 
lan's despatches ; but it is very annoying not to receive 
the regular maik now overdue, and probably lying at 
Constantinople. The cause is said to be the great de- 
mand on all the ships at the present juncture. A false 
alarm of a Russian army being near, this afternoon ; in 
consequence of which our whole force got under arras. 

2StA. — A day of rest, owing, I believe, to our deten- 
tion, whilst the siege train is being landed ; a proceed- 
ing likely to occupy more than a week. The delay aris- 
ing is said to be prejudicial ; as every hour may be of great 
importance. The French army have rejoined us after 
their feint on Fort Constantine. The poor people in the 
neighbouring villages are suffering severely, we hear, from 
the foraging of our Allies. Our men are occupied busily 
in repairing their tattered vestments with pieces of gaudy 
colored garments taken from the enemy. 

29/A. — Another idle day, arising, I beheve, from the 
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slow progress in landing guns. All the divisions, except 
the First, have removed to within a mile or two of Sebas- 
topol. We remain, I think, as a kind of guard, whilst 
the munitions are being landed. 

A new gun-boat, the * Arrow,* furnished with Lan- 
caster guns, has arrived from England, and is said to 
have been taking the range of Fort Constantine to-day. 
A number of officers have availed themselves of the op- 
portunity now offered, of boarding the different trans- 
ports arrived, with the view of purchasing little luxuries 
at any price. We have at length received the letters 
overdue, but no papers. 

We hear the garrison are suffering much from want 
of water. The fortress is said to be supplied by an 
aqueduct, the pipes of which, extending up the valley, 
have been cut off by the French. 
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ILLNESS — SIEGE PBEFARATI0N8 — EETUBN TO CAMP — SEBA8T0P0L — 
THE TRENCHES — ^BOMBARDMENT — ^RESULTS — SIEGE OPERATIONS — 
BATTLE OP BALAKLAYA — SORTIE OF THE ENEMY — SABRE WOUNDS 
FALSE *ALARM8— CHANGE OF WEATHER. 

October ^th. — The first lapse, I think, in this journal 
must now be recorded. Previous to the 30th, I had 
been sufiering from bilious diarrhcea for a few days. 
Owing to the cold probably, now rather severe at night, 
and sudden change of diet, my complaints became much 
worse, assumed a choleraic form, and I moved on board 
the ' Hydaspes,' set apart for sick oflScers, on the after- 
noon of the 30th September. Immediately after getting 
on board, I became dangerously ill ; the 1st and 2nd of 
October I passed in the sufferings common to the malady, 
with the exception of cramps. 

Yesterday, by the mercy of Providence, I began to 
amend, and now am able to record my progress to 
recovery. I am still exceedingly weak however, and 
experiencing great indigestion from debiUty of the sto- 
mach; the least food taken, causing pain. Two other 
officers of my corps are in a similar condition on board 
ship. 
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As regards the progress of our siege operations, we 
hear that guns are being taken up, but no firing has yet 
begun. It is expected to commence in a day or two*s 
time. The Russians on the other hand, are said to have 
blazed away for two entire days without getting our 
range or hurting any one. 

This is a curious, picturesque little bay, cut off by a 
sudden angle of rock from the sea, so as to give the 
character of a lake ; the entrance is so narrow, that the 
bow and stern of very large ships, which the depth of 
water accommodates, leave very little vacant space at the 
sides of the harbour in some parts ; it is in fact com- 
pletely land-locked : the mouth of the harbour is, I un- 
derstand, scarcely visible a little way out at sea. 

A scene of great bustle is going on, stores of all 
kinds being landed. The village is situated at the base 
of the huge cliff to the right on entering the harbour, 
and contains only two or three houses, no better than 
cottages ; one of the former, I believe, is occupied by 
Lord Raglan. The houses were well furnished before 
they were sacked. 

5M. — Nothing done towards our operations : the re- 
ports very contradictory as to the time likely to be occu- 
pied in the siege. Lord Raglan has gone to the camp, 
and it is said the bombardment begins to-morrow night. 

6th. — ^An army of Russians reported to be threatening 
our rear. This morning the ' Hydaspes,* being required 
at Constantinople, three or four officers and myself were 
abruptly turned over to a small transport called the 
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' Gertrude/ — a lamentable change from the comforts of 
the former. The poor skipper of the latter, is in great 
perplexity, our advent being unlooked for, and he having, 
he says, no provisions (!) — ^pleasant news for famishing 
convalescents. No bed clothes for any of our party. 

1th. — Nothing new concerning siege operations or 
other matters. 

8M. — ^The men under arms last night in anticipation 
of an attack. The Allies have not yet completed pre- 
parations for bombardment. When it does begin, it is 
expected to be very rapidly effective. The enemy, a 
prisoner tells us, is much perplexed and alarmed at our 
long delay in returning their fire. They have done little 
or no injury to us, as yet. 

One or two of their most powerful guns belonged to 
the unfortunate ' Tiger.' A good many long pieces from 
our ships of war have been moved up to the heights, and 
operations are to begin with batteries, mounting altogether 
a hundred guns. The sailors who are employed on shore, 
are getting very impatient. The delay is reported to be 
occasioned by a diJBculty in procuring earth for the va- 
rious engineering purposes — the site of the projected 
batteries being a mass of rock. 

9/A. — ^A great change in the weather ; a north-east 
wind set in this morning, together with a stormy sky, 
which the skipper thinks portends snow. The glass sud- 
denly fell last night from 72° to 55."" Joined my regi- 
ment to-day. The army, with the exception of cavalry, 
we encamped in a very strong position — the flat summit 
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of a range of table hills, about a mile distant from the 
suburb of Sebastopol, inland. There is considerable 
and abrupt acclivity on all sides, and at the base a 
huge plain like an amphitheatre. Our camp is further 
strengthened by a chain of intrenchments extending all 
round, and continuous with those of the French, who 
occupy the ground extending to the sea on our left. The 
right of our position is the valley of Inkermann, at th§ 
entrance of which, seaward, Sebastopol stands. Tents 
have been landed within the last week, and all the troops 
are now under canvass. A body of 10,000 French have 
arrived to-day from GaUipoU, and ftirther reinforcements 
are expected. 

To recur to myself: — Another invalid oflScer and I, 
performed the journey to camp in a light cart, drawn 
by two half-starved ponies — an equipage captured from 
some Russians near the Alma. Our turn out was rather 
grotesque, as a small drummer-boy was mounted en 
postilion^ and his seat, judging from the amusement of 
sundry cavalry soldiers whom we met, must have been 
rather singular. Campaigning has taught us, at least, to 
be supremely indifferent as to appearances. The day was 
bitter cold, and the wind very piercing. We were glad 
to get into a tent and enjoy hot coffee on our arrival, 
about six o'clock. The ground was very irregular in our 
journey, and quite of a mountainous character the whole 
way — about five miles. The view of the Bay of Balak- 
lava, in looking back, very pretty— owing to the lofty 

3 guarding the entrance of the harbour, ruined towers, 
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etc. At the time of erection the latter must have been 
very formidable. I regret much that my debility prevents 
me, at present, from taking a walk round them. 

lOM. — ^The enemy kept up a brisker fire than usual 
last night, without, however, doing any mischief, or im- 
peding the mounting of the batteries now in progress. 
Owing, it is said, to Lord Raglan having to wait for the 
SVench, whose arrangements are not complete, we are 
to suspend our attack for several days. Large parties of 
men from the various corps are employed in raising the 
parapets, etc., etc. 

I rode up this afternoon to get a glimpse of Sebastopol, 
but was stopped by an officer on picquet before I had 
advanced far. The shot and shell had been falling rather 
heavily about, and on any person shewing himself, the 
fire became more vigorous : hence the order. I managed 
to see, however, the entrance of the harbour, and got a 
good glimpse of the town. The former appears to be nar- 
row and tortuous, resembling that of Balaklava on a large 
scale, but not environed by clifis. The town extends 
along the right side of the entrance; viewed from the sea, 
it appears well-built, and covers a considerable space of 
ground, on a gentle acclivity. Extending inland, on the 
same side, and I should think half a mile, at least, from 
the entrance of the harbour, is a very fine range of 
buildings, in the form of a quadrangle, with, I think, a 
dock in the centre — at least, a body of water. I presume 
these are the arsenal and dockyard. The stone-work 
appears massive, and the money and labor expended 

N 
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must have been great. Of the forts, I cannot form a 
correct idea at present, as the evening was too far ad- 
vanced for seeing them well. A man-of-war lays far up 
the inlet, and by means of a gun slung in the rigging, 
has considerably annoyed our working parties. This ves- 
sel it is to be our first proceeding to destroy. 

IIM. — The enemy were engaged in firing all night, 
without, as far as I can learn, doing any damage to the 
works or injury to the men, a large party of whom are 
employed every night. Three or four guns, their wheels 
being muffled during the transit, were got into position 
last night, and it is said we are to open fire to-morrow. 
The French have forty-five pieces of ordnance mounted. 
Fortunately the weather has again become very mild; 
but last night the cold was considerable. 

We are all sufiering from a pest of the country in 
the shape of vermin : at night they are most trouble- 
some. Inability to change our clothes makes it difficult 
to free ourselves from the disgusting nuisance. I look 
forward anxiously to an opportunity likely to be af- 
forded soon, (by the arrival of the ' Kangaroo ' with part 
of our baggage,) of obtaining a change of under-gar- 
ments. 

My companion, in the journey to camp, (Lieutenant 
Thistlethwaite), has become so ill again from diarrhoea, 

as once more to be obliged to go on board ship. After 
returning to camp, and escaping injury at Inker- 

^ann, he was a third time compelled to invalid from 
(Tsentery, and died at Scutari. He carried one of the 
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regimental colors at the Alma, and was highly spoken 
of in the despatches. 

12M. — ^An alarm at two o'clock this morning, when 
we were for a short time under arms. A brisk firing in 
our fix)nt was heard during the night. We found it arose 
from a party of sappers having lost their way, and come 
in contact with the enemy^s picquets. The former con- 
trived to get back without injury. 

One of our transports yesterday, owing to the wind 
failing, or to inadvertence, got within range of the forts, 
and was brought out, after some difficulty and damage, 
by a man-of-war; the crew of the former having pre- 
viously taken to their boats. 

My sleep was greatly disturbed by the combined 
effects of the heat (again considerable) and vermin, which 
no proceedings of mine appear to have any effect on. 
Our only fresh provisions are at present obtained by a 
rather amusing but not very lawful expedient. Every 
now and then, oxen, baggage animals chiefly, stray up to 
our camp. They are immediately seized, and if not 
claimed within a reasonable period, slaughtered. 

The commencement of our operations still appears 
indefinite. Every one anxious. 

13M. — Ordered with a wing of the regiment as 
"a covering party;*' the object being to protect the 
working detachments in the trenches. The night was 
beautifully fine and moonlight. By a mistake, which 
might have led to serious results, on the part of a staff 
officer, who acted as guide, we were taken to within a 

N 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



180 SIEGE OPERATIONS. 

short distance of the town. We heard dogs barking 
in the streets, and clocks striking very distinctly. We 
retraced our steps, turned by a steep path, up a rocky 
ascent to our right, and reached one of the series of 
fortifications now constructing — a battery of twenty 
guns. We lay on the slope just below the summit of 
the rampart, which aflforded us partial cover from fire ; 
but a group of officers of a Highland regiment, a detach- 
ment from which accompanied us, had a narrow escape. 
A round shot hit the hill on the other side, and rico- 
chettcd amongst them, as they lay breakfasting. A cry 
raised opportunely by some of us, who saw the baU 
bounding on, caused the Highlanders involuntarily to 
twist their bodies to one side, and thus saved one or 
more of the number from being kiUed. 

Many brought blankets and cloaks, and the majority 
tried, unsuccessfully I think, to get a little sleep; but the 
heavy dew made us chilly. I slept a couple of hours, 
but awoke very cold. The sun soon became power- 
ful, and by the middle of the day, the heat, encreased by 
refraction from the white rocks, was quite oppressive. 
Returned at seven o'clock p.m. by another and more 
direct road, without casualties. 

14M. — Ordered to parade this morning at three 
o'clock a.m. with a like party, so I turned in immediately 
on reaching camp last evening, glad to occupy the inter- 
val in sleep. The morning was foggy and threatened 
rain. Our destination this time was the chief valley 
(Chapman's), occupying a considerable extent, and pass- 
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ing along the summit of a hill, intervening between a 
second valley on which the high road to Sebastopol 
(Woronzoff's) passes, and a corresponding one on the 
other side, seaward, where the French defences begin. 
The battery I alluded to yesterday, occupied the heights 
ascending from the road to our right. Chapman's battery, 
I should think, extends over half a mile of ground, and is 
almost parallel with the town. We had an excellent view 
of the latter when the day broke. It is rather difficult to 
describe, owing to the irregularity of the extended site 
it occupies. The buildings look very neat, and some of 
the public and private houses are fine massive structures, 
all of very white stone, like that of Malta. Several 
handsome terraces extend parallel to the entrance of the 
harbour. The town seemed, en masse, clean and well- 
built. The materials appear to be obtained from ad- 
jacent quarries in the rocks of Inkermann. Not much 
ground is occupied, apparently, as gardens or lawns. 
The arsenal I have ahready alluded to, as a splendid 
edifice, or rather a series of edifices. Another promi- 
nent and handsome structure, with Corinthian columns, 
is, I understand, a club-house, where we hope to con- 
gregate before long. I think the only other buildings 
particularly noticeable are, a church, exteriorly in the 
usual plain style of the Greek places of worship, and 
a smaller one, or convent, of Gothic architecture. 

Besides the main creek, there appear to be two 
branches, in one of which several old hulks, like 
hospital-ships, lie. I could only count five line-of-battle 
ships, but there are said to be seven. The enemy kept 
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up ft heftTT fire all dij, and putkdarly towards night, 
without injniT to any one, although there were some 
nanow faacapes. My skeping jdaoe was rather ill- 
selected, being under a somewhat exposed portion of the 
parapet The ocmsequmce was that during the night 
a round shot hit the top of the embankment behind, 
covering me with a shower of stones and mud. My 
rest was very effectually disturbed. Returned to camp, 
a distance of some three miles, when reUeved by another 
party at seven o clod:, a.m., of the 15th. 

15M. — ^Being a good deal tired, and suffering fix)m a 
diarrhoea, which has affected me ever since my premature 
return to duty, I lay in bed all day, and naturally felt 
surprised when warned for a third successive turn of 
trench duty at two o'clock (the 16th). I mounted a 
pony, feeling too exhausted to walk, but had proceeded 
only a short distance, when I was relieved by an assistant 
surgeon on the staff — sent, on subsequent consideration, 
in my place. 

16M. — ^A good night's rest has wonderfully restored 
mo to-day ; and my ailment, for the time, has almost 
yielded to medicine. 

To-day the enemy fired several rounds from all their 
batteries, in quick succession, on both the French and 
English linos. An officer of the Grenadier Guards 
(Captain Rowley) was unfortunately kiDed, and several 
wounded. To-day the casualties altogether amounted 
to thirty odd — a small loss, considering the immense 
quantity of ammunition expended by the enemy. 

To*day every one is rejoicing in the prospect of our 
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attack commencing to-morrow morning, with about 
sixty-five guns on our side, and fifty-five on that of the 
French. The firing will, it is said, begin at day-break, 
and be kept up at intervals of a few minutes. The pro- 
ceeding is ordered, I believe, more with the view of 
stopping the erection of the enemy's forts, etc., which 
has been rapidly proceeding, than from any hurry to 
begin operations on our side. What music the fire will 
be to our ears ! The weather again threatening. 

Our batteries and those of the French at length opened 
to-day, at a quarter to seven o'clock, a.m. ; and the com- 
bined fleets began their attack about twelve Before 
long, a magazine of the French blew up — a circumstance 
which much impeded their subsequent operations At 
the present time (evening) everything is vague as to re- 
sults. As regards proceedings on land by the Allies, it is 
rumoured a fort has been destroyed, and also a ship of 
the line, called 'The Twelve Apostles,' moored in the 
harbour, so as much to annoy our men in the trenches. 
The navy are said to have destroyed, or much damaged, 
a fort (Constantine ?), and to have advanced so far as to 
expect to get into the harbour to-morrow morning. We 
could hear their broadsides at regular and frequent in- 
tervals during the day; but the smoke prevented our 
seeing the effect, as well as that produced by the 
batteries. Probably the loss of the navy has been heavy. 
The casualties to-day have been very trifling from the 
enemy's fire, which was incessant. An accident occurred 
— an explosion in a twenty-gun battery — the exact nature 
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of which has not yet been ascertained. It caused, how- 
ever, so little interruption in the firing, that it is believed 
to have been unimportant. A loud explosion took place 
in one of the enemy's forts. At present, the bombard- 
ment on both sides has almost ceased ; but it is said we 
are to fire red-hot shot during the night. 

An absurd report, we hear, has been propagated in 
England, and generally credited, of the Allies having 
taken Sebastopol — at a time when accounts of the battle 
of the Alma could barely have reached home. 

18tA, — ^The report to-day shews our success (if it 
can be so termed) to be very unimportant — confined to 
some damage only of the forts. The combined fleets 
appear to have done very little harm, and made no pro- 
gress into the harbour; whilst they (British portion) 
suffered a loss of about one hundred killed and wounded, 
including two officers. Several of the ships were consi- 
derably injured. A number of our best marksmen have 
been ordered to skirmish with the enemy, and to-day 
have been successful in annoying them. The fire on both 
sides, of the batteries, was very slack during the night ; 
but this morning it began vigorously at six o'clock a.m., 
and has continued throughout the day, though less 
violent than yesterday. Further damage is said to have 
been done to the opposing forts, and a magazine blown 
up by our fire. Our Lancaster guns reported to be a 
failure — their effect being very uncertain. The fleet, as 
far as can be ascertained, did nothing to-day. 

A sad casualty has occurred in the death of Colonel 
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Hood, commanding the Grenadier Guards : — Too eager 
to see what was going on from the trenches, where he was 
in command of a covering party, he several times raised 
his head above the parapet, to enable him to look through 
a telescope. A shot through his chest kiUed him instan- 
taneously. Our casualties, on the whole, continue very 
few. The skirmishing party to-day is said to have done 
very well, and to have advanced near the walls of the 
town. The French batteries have not opened, owing, I 
believe to want of ammunition, but are to resume fire 
to-morrow. A large quantity of the latter was destroyed 
in the accidental explosion yesterday. An impression is 
prevalent, that, after all, recourse must be had to storm- 
ing the fortress ; and the Fourth Division is said to have 
received orders to that effect. I fancy, however. Lord 
Raglan will try the effects of further bombardment, pre- 
liminary to incurring such a sacrifice of life as must 
necessarily occur. The guns are said to be planted too 
far from the enemy ; but I imagine our want of success 
can scarcely be attributable to this cause — the engineers, 
of course, having calculated the distance accurately. 
Some say the siege is going on prosperously ; but cer- 
tainly the sanguine anticipations of Sir J. Burgoyne and 
other high authorities, do not appear to be in the road to 
folfilment. 

Weather delightful — apparently becoming warmer. 
FUes abounding more. The Russian army in our rear, 
of whom we have latterly heard nothing, is said to be 
threatening Balaklava; in consequence of which, the 
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Highland brigade and some artillery and marines have 
been sent to garrison the heights adjacent. 

19M. — Nothing to report of consequence. The pro- 
gress of the siege, as far as can be learnt, is slow and un- 
satisfactory. The mud forts opposed to us, and only 
recently constructed, cannot, from the nature of their 
material, be destroyed by our fire. We can learn little of 
what the French are doing on our left. The attack on the 
part of the navy was so unsuccessful, that it is not to be 
renewed. A transport of the enemy, containing forage, 
was cut out of the harbour, in a very daring manner, the 
other day, by one of our small vessels. 

Rather more casualties to-day in the trenches. The 
shells reach, of course, those sheltered fiPom the round 
shot. Still, on the whole, our loss is not great ; rela- 
tively, it is supposed, very small when compared to that 
of the enemy. Ordered on a covering party to the 
trenches, at two o'clock a.m. to-morrow. 

20tA. — Our fire to day is considered to have been 
more effective than heretofore, so far as silencing that of 
the enemy. Still the latter was vigorous. A man in the 
trenches, a short distance from me, was lying asleep close 
under the parapet, about the middle of the day, and 
awoke with a compound fracture of the thigh, occasioned 
by a fragment of shell, which burst on the other side 
of the embankment. Another, sitting next to me, two 
or three feet off, had a narrow escape ; a large piece of a 
shell, whizzing close past his head, and burying itself in 
the earth between us. There were fewer casualties, however, 
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than usual to-day. A lieutenant in the navy was killed 

at the other battery, most of the guns of which are worked 

by seamen. Another officer of the Grenadier Guards 

was wounded severely by a shell yesterday, making, I 

think, the third casualty in this corps, in as many days. 

The town has been set on fire several times by rockets, 

but the flames quickly extinguished. Lord Raglan is 

said to be well satisfied with our progress, — satisfactory 

news to us. The skirmishers continue to go out and act 

against similar parties of the enemy, but Uttle injury is 

inflicted on either side. A poor fellow of a regiment of 

the line, thus engaged, and shot through the lungs, was 

brought to me in the trenches. I am, unfortunately, 

suffering from dysentery, in a chronic form, which debiU- 

tates me much. I was too weak to walk to the trenches, 

and nearly fainted when on my pony's back. Fortunately 

the weather wasvery mild, and I got some refreshing sleep, 

my couch being a stretcher for carrying the wounded, with 

a couple of blankets. I got back at three o'clock a.m., 

with my complaint less aggravated than I anticipated. 

21st. — ^I am now laying up, and treating my ailment 
as actively as possible, during the interim of my tour of 
duty. The firing on both sides, that of the enemy espe- 
cially, is slacker. Of course all kinds of rumours are 
afloat, — ^that the latter are disaffected, obliged to be sup- 
plied with " raki" to keep up their courage, that we have 
killed large numbers of them, etc. However, the conse- 
quences and effects visible to us are by no means equi- 
valent to the reputed advantages. 
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22nd (Sunday). — Rumour says our progress is de- 
cidedly favourable. A magazine in one of the opposing 
batteries has been blown up. The enemy's fire much 
less vigorous; and consequently there have been fewer 
casualties in our trenches. Several wounded prisoners 
taken by the skirmishers, — amongst others, an officer 
who has since died. A report is prevalent (which sub- 
sequently proved correct) that one of the oflScers of the 
Coldstream Guards, Lord Dunkellin, whilst covering a 
working party, was taken prisoner last night. It seems 
that a party of men were seen in the twilight, at no 
great distance beyond the trenches. Lord D.'s sergeant 
asserted his belief that they were Russians ; the former 
however, who was near-sighted, said that they were En- 
glish, walked to meet them, and never rejoined his party. 

The * Kangaroo,' with some of our effects, has come 
in, and the opportunity of obtaining a change of linen, 
etc. — very conducive to our comfort — ^has been thus 
afforded us. The men have also got at their knapsacks, 
— both officers and men having previously only what they 
carried on their backs. How these things are to be con- 
veyed, should we have a sudden move, is a matter of sur- 
mise ; the comfort, however, afforded in the meantime, 
warrants the risk. 

23rfi?. — ^The firing of the enemy in every quarter sen- 
sibly diminished. What this indicates remains to be 
shown. Every one becoming disappointed at the prolon- 
gation of the siege so much beyond what was antici- 
pated. 
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To-day there are strong indications of rain. The 
state of the trenches is uncomfortable as it is, for the dew- 
moistens the chalky soil on the surface, and plasters our 
clothes with it. The eflTect of rain may therefore be 
imagined. I expect my turn for duty to-night or to- 
morrow. 

If we do not succeed in eflTecting a breach in a few 
days, a general assault is reported as probable. It is 
said that the defences of the enemy are weakest near the 
French. We are in ignorance as to what the latter have 
effected, but presume their loss to have been greater 
than ours. 

24tA, — Nothing worth noting down. The capture 
of Lord Dunkellin is confirmed. 

25M. — ^Went on duty at seven o'clock, a.m., to relieve 
a medical oflScer of the Grenadier Guards, taken ill in 
the trenches. There had been showers during the night, 
but the morning was very cool and pleasant. After pass- 
ing the advanced posts, I came to the Woronzoff road, 
leading to Sebastopol, where sufficient proof of its ex- 
posed position — the sides being literaUy paved with heavy 
shot — had accumulated. At this time the enemy's fire 
intersected the road. A twenty-four pound shot passed 
within a few yards of me — disagreeably close. A more 
formidable ordeal awaited me at the top of the hill, 
where the battery lay — that termed the twenty-gun, and 
nearest our position to the right. Once in the trenches, 
the danger would be comparatively past ; but an exposed 
surface of about fifty yards had to be traversed, over 



Digitized by 



Google 



190 TRENCHES. 

which a constant fire of shot and sheU was playing. 
Twice I started off, but the reports in the distance 
warned me to stop. At either time, I think, I should 
have been knocked over, as I calculate I should have 
just advanced to where the shot fell. On the last occa- 
sion, a shell burst so near, that our (my servant was with 
me) escape was most providential — the missile, which I 
thought a round shot, and therefore not requiring " ho- 
mage," bursting only a few feet off. In fact, the very 
proximity was the cause of our escape. After about ten 
minutes' delay, fearing some casualty might have occurred 
in my absence, I left my servant, with instructions to 
remain until the fire slackened, lightened myself of my 
cloak and other articles, and made '' a run,"' as fast as 
my debiUtated state permitted. This proceeding I for- 
tunately accomplished without injury, and reached the 
comparative security afforded by the parapet. My ser- 
vant came about a quarter of an hour after, when the 
firing had slackened. 

Two artiUery sergeants were killed to-day at the 
guns in this battery ; one of our men sUghtly wounded. 
The night was very cold, and it came on to rain sharply 
at one time. Notwithstanding, I got some hours' sleep. 
Returned to camp at seven o'clock, 25th instant. 

25M. — Had just got breakfast, and was looking for- 
ward to a comfortable and elaborate wash, when an 
alarm was given, and orders issued for the regimei 
fall in. We thought, as usual, it was only a false 
and we should be dismissed soon. When w 
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Yanced aboiit a mile towards our defences on the Balak- 
lava side, we were surprised to see about three thousand 
Cossacks in the plain, pursuing the Turks, who had 
abandoned two fortified hills, nearly a mile up the valley 
from Balaklava — the said hills being then in possession 
of a large body of Russian infantry, together with nine 
of our guns mounted there. 

The 93rd Highlanders formed line, and when the ca- 
vahy came close at hand, poured in a volley that proved 
very destructive, and made the Cossacks wheel about 
and retreat as fast as they had advanced. Our heavy 
cavalry charged and cut them up severely, driving them 
back to the fortified hills. The artillery, on both sides 
then opened a fire at too long a range to do any mutual 
damage, and our fourth division advanced, apparently 
with the view of attacking the enemy's position : my 
brigade, and part of the French army, now came up, 
forming a reserve near the entrance of Balaklava. The 
Russians, however, remained masters ; but unfortunately 
an order, (said to be given by a mistake of Captain 
Nolan, an aide-de-camp, who was killed in the subse- 
quent action), led to the brigade of Light Cavahry charg- 
ing the enemy. They did so ; came under a murderous 
fire of artillery, and were slaughtered dreadfully. Nearly 
four hundred were kiUed or made prisoners, out of a 
force of little more than double that number. The 13th 
Light Dragoons are said to have only brought twelve 
men out of action ; the 17th Lancers, twenty. These re- 
ports are probably, however, incorrect. Of course these 
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regiments bad been much reduced by previous sickness. 
We (the infantry) did nothing, and ^mained all day in- 
active; an ineffectual fire being kept up by our ships' gons 
mounted on the heights of Balaklava. It was generally 
believed we were to attack, and endeavour to retake the 
hiUs in the evening, and we sent for some food and our 
cloaks from camp ; the enemy being allowed to retain 
their position, from which it is said they cannot annoy us. 

Reached camp about eight o'clock in the evening. 
Those who, like myself, had been on the covering party 
previously, were rather tired. As I thought to expedite 
my return, I got leave to make my way back alone, so ob- 
taining permission from an artillery officer, I mounted a 
gun carriage ; the consequence was that, owing to their 
necessarily keeping the road, I did not get to camp until 
half an hour after the regiment, and then fairly shook to 
pieces by the trot of the horses. Until then I had no 
conception of the fearful jolting of an artillery carriage 
proceeding at a quick pace. 

26tA. — I think I never enjoyed such sound reposing 
sleep, — the effects of exhaustion and a weakened frame. 
After breakfast, and at luncheon, I felt quite restored. 
Every one abusing the Turks of course, but in their de- 
fence, it is said, they were too few for the duty entrusted 
to them ; and their " bim-basha,'' or chief officer, bolted 
like a man at the beginning of the affair. They were 
pretty well furnished too; still every one is indignant 
with them at being the cause of our heavy loss in an 
arm of the service in which we are so weak. 
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The Turks are said to have spiked all the guns, luckily, 
except one. To-day there has been a little retributive 
justice, to appease the army for yesterday's disasters. 
The garrison of Sebastopol supposing, we presume, that 
most of the allied forces had been drawn to Balaklava, 
and kept there for its defence, — sallied forth. They were 
met by the Second Division, with some artillery, and 
driven back to the town with considerable loss,— 400 
kors de combat^ it is believed. 

The Commander-in-Chief appears to have determined 
on letting the Russians keep their position. Balaklava 
is rumoured as about to be given up, and our munitions, 
etc., removed to the French depot, a small bay called 
Kamiesh, equi-distant between Balaklava and Sebasto- 
pol ; this would be a relief to the skippers of transports 
DOW in harbour, who are getting frightened, although 
Balaklava is considered tolerably well defended by ma- 
rines, naval guns on the heights, and the Highland bri- 
gade. Rumours of a general assault about to be made 
near the French hues, where the Russian defences are 
supposed to be weakest. The French have pushed for- 
ward their batteries to within a short distance of the 
enemy's advanced works. 

A number of prisoners taken to-day. The enemy's 
loss from our fire up to this period of the siege, is esti- 
mated at as large a number as 5000. On dit that Men- 
schikoff was wounded to-day. Lord DunkeUin accompa- 
nies Gortschakoff about, it is said, and Uves with him. 

Weather again, fortunately, very fine for the season. 

o 
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Nothing further heard, as yet, of the progress of the siege. 
Matters, however, must soon come to a crisis. Is the 
advance of the Russians, yesterday, a last effort before 
the town surrenders ? Our force is still considered quite 
inadequate for the magnitude of the operations we are en- 
gaged in. The town, I should have said, was on fire 
for some time, in several places, last night. Some of the 
wounds inflicted by our heavy cavahry, whose charge was 
greatly admired, showed the physical powers of the men. 
I dressed a poor wretch, the muscles of whose neck be- 
hind, were completely divided down to the spine, by a 
back stroke of a sabre ; yet he was staggering about the 
field, it might almost be said holding his head on. The 
cool air had prevented bleeding to any extent. Another 
man was seen, (not by me), a portion of whose skull is 
said to be cleanly sliced off. The French, at first, con- 
sidered Balaklava as completely lost to us. No doubt 
the presence of the Highland brigade saved it. The 
Colchicum Autumnale (a medical bulbous plant), with its 
beautiful blue crocus-like flower, abounds here plentifully. 
The men are suffering a good deal from a kind of biliary 
diarrhoea, which, in many instances, appears to be rather 
an effort of nature, —the functions being, in other respects, 
in good order, and the tongue remarkably clean. It pre- 
vents, I fancy, the other opposite affections of liver, ob- 
struction and jaundice, with which a good many are at- 
tacked. Some also are seized with dysentery : and judg- 
ing from subsequent observation, I infer that this epidemic 
of the camp, or scorbutic dysentery, began to shew itself 
at this time. 
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A ship arrived from Liverpool with little comforts at 
extravagant prices ; yellow soap, etc. at 5s. per lb. We 
can now get butter, flour, and potted meats at similarly 
exorbitant prices. Through a friend, I have attained 
a few bottles of port, — invaluable to me as a medicine. 
Since my illness, the ration rum and pork, both of which 
I used to relish amazingly, I now cannot bear the sight 
or smell of. 

27 tL — The brigade ordered under arms twice during 
the past night, at ten o'clock and again at four o'clock 
a.m. ; the occasion of the alarm as yet not known. No- 
thing new, except that the French will not be able to 
bombard preparatory to the general assault (now appar- 
ently determined on), for five days. The firing on all 
sides very slack. 

28tA. — Under arms again last night whilst a skirmish 
took place between the Russian cavabry, near Balaklava, 
and the French. We marched in that direction, and re- 
mained on the ground for half an hour. It is said, three 
hundred horses pertaining to the enemy, got loose last 
night, and were captured by the French and Highlanders. 
It is reported also, that French reinforcements to the 
amount of 10,000 men have landed. On the other hand, 
a body of the enemy's troops under Luders, one of their 
best generals, are expected to join the army here. Osten- 
Sacken, I believe, commands the latter now. One hun- 
dred prisoners were taken the day before yesterday. Mon- 
day (30th inst.), spoken of for the general assault. 

29M CSundayJ. — The weather, previously very fine 

o 2 
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and wann, changed about the middle of last night to 
severe cold, followed by heavy rain. All the clothing in 
my possession is quite inadequate to keep the body warm. 
To-day, the temperature remains the same, with every 
appearance of a continuance. This renders our mode of 
life at present rather disagreeable. The plan is, when not 
on duty, to lose all sense of privation in sleep— candles 
being, moreover, too precious to bum them long. With 
this view I turn into bed about seven o'clock, my dinner 
hour being early. 

30M. — Weather still as threatening, and almost as 
cold. The men look wretched, but bear up bravely. 
The authorities must certainly bring matters to a crisis 
soon ; for we may infer that the autumnal season is now 
nearly over. Nothing new to-day. 

31*^. — ^Weather still very cold, rather frosty, but 
clear and fine. It seems that ten officers of the Light 
Cavalry were killed in the disastrous affi^y, at Balak- 
lava. It would appear, from a conversation held between 
an officer, sent with a flag of truce to the enemy's army, 
and some of the Russians, that the latter are getting ra- 
ther tired of the war. The assault seems now likely to 
be postponed for some time longer. 

November lat — ^A hoar* frost last night, when, con- 
sequently, it was very cold. Rumours of a fresh army of 
the enemy being at Simpheropol, en route here. No- 
thing definite known relative to the assault. 

2nd. — Weather contihues very cold; hoar frost at 
night. At the early hours of morning it is almost impos- 
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sible to keep the body warm with our scanty coverings. 
The Russian army in our rear, said to be suffering much 
from sickness and privation : the number very variously 
computed. The siege firing on both sides, very slack. 
Walked to-day, up to a hill, from whence I had an excel- 
lent view of Sebastopol. With the help of a good glass, 
I saw various objects in the town very plainly. Scarcely 
any one visible in the streets. The French are said to 
have got their covered approach for the assault, to within 
one hundred and fifty yards of the enemy. A report 
to-day of a man of the 19th Regiment having deserted, 
and given information as to the time when our reliefs in 
the trenches take place ; and, in consequence of which, 
an attack occurred, and seven of our men were killed 
this morning, early. 

3rrf. — ^Weather warmer — apparently a last glimpse of 
autumn. Nothing more known about future operations. 
Made an attempt to form a fire-place in the tent — an 
excavation in the earth, with a flue, covered by frag- 
ments of tin ammunition boxes, conveying the smoke 
under the walls of the tent, outside of which we erected 
a chimney two feet high. After enduring smoke (which 
would not follow the legitimate channel) to the verge of 
suffocation, we were obliged to admit that the experiment 
was a feulure, and our labor misapplied. 

The French and Turks appear badly fed. Now, 
after the lapse of so much time, every one acknow- 
ledges that our bombardment has effected no results 
of importance, and that the capture of the place must 
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depend on a general assault. Most fortunately for my 
health, we give no covering parties to the trenches at 
present. Our men are fully occupied in picquets for the 
protection of our position. The French reinforcements 
do not appear to have arrived yet, in the large number 
stated. The 46th Regiment has joined us. The me- 
dical officer of my brigade, who last did duty in the 
trenches, is now laid up with dysentery. 

^th. — ^Weather much milder during the night, and 
it is now dnzzUng with a prospect of continued rain. 
I am suffering from a disordered liver ; the effects, I 
think, of medicine taken for my dysenteric attack 
(strong opiates, etc.). I am, however, able to do duty, 
and to go about, with some effort ; but, of course, my 
anxiety for the termination of the campaign, and return 
to winter quarters, where I may hope to nurse myself, is 
much enhanced. The hardships of warfare are now 
telling visibly on every one. We have a number of 
deaths — fever and other ailments, from which the men 
would probably have recovered had they been in a hos- 
pital. 
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BATTLE OP INKEBMANN — DAY AFTER THE BATTLE — ENEMY'S LOSS — 

OUR POSITION PORTIPIED COMMENCEMENT OP THE MEN's SUPPEB- 

IK08 STORM OP THE 14tH — ^WANT OP PUEL — REDUCED RATIONS 

ARRIVAL OP DRAPTS — OUTPOST APPAIE WITH THE ENEMY — 

CHANGE OP CAMP. 

6tA (Sunday). — Turned out at seven o'clock by an 
alarm, just when I was contemplating getting up. After 
advancing a few score of yards towards the camp of the 
Second Division, parallel and contiguous to ours, we found 
ourselves under a fire of shell and shot from the enemy's 
artillery, which had been brought up the side of a hill 
on the left of our position, and not far from the twenty- 
gun battery. The morning was very foggy, and a driz- 
zling rain continued until about mid-day, when it cleared 
up, and in the evening became very fine. The brunt of 
the action fell on the First and Second Divisions — the 
scene of it being a little in front of the camp of the 
latter, and not very far from our own. Owing to the 
great superiority (numerically) of the enemy, and an 
artillery fire of the hottest description, our men, who had 
advanced to the margin of the heights overlooking the 
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valley of InkermanD, and which ascent the enemy had 
nearly surmounted when the British reached the ground, 
were obliged to give ground a little, at first. I think 
three times. They always regained it, however, quickly. 
Nevertheless, the struggle was very severe, attended with 
considerable loss of life to the brigade ; the amount, as 
yet unknown. The opportune arrival of French rein- 
forcements (at an earlier part of the day, I beUeve, offered 
and decUned) decided the victory in oiu* favor. The 
enemy were driven back with great loss, but retreated in 
good order, to the range of hills on the opposite side of 
the valley, above Sebastopol. 

The field of battle was very limited, and unvarying 
— confined mainly to the locality I have alluded to, and 
two small redoubts, captured by, and retaken from, the 
enemy. The fighting lasted from seven o'clock a.m., to 
three o'clock p.m. — the brunt of the action, however, 
being over at an earUer hour. The scenes on every side 
far exceeded any idea I had previously conceived of the 
horrors of a battle-field, and I earnestly hope I may never 
again witness such another. The fire of the enemy's 
artillery did great execution, — riddling the tents, and 
rendering the position of those not actually engaged in 
the struggle, extremely dangerous. 

Some of the incidents that came under my imme- 
diate notice were very appalling. A woimded man was 
being conveyed on a stretcher, carried on the shoulders 
of four others. When within a few yards of me, to my 
horror, a round shot levelled the whole group to the 
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ground, killing one of the bearers. Another ball, about 
the same time and locality, fell amongst a group of 
picketed horses, completely disembowelling one of them. 
The writhings and agony of the poor animal were piti- 
able to witness. My junior, E , whose turn of duty 

it was to accompany the regiment into action, was 
slightly wounded at the conunencement. The Medical 
Officer of the Coldstream Guards and myself, each en- 
deavoured to establish a kind of halting-place, where we 
could dress the wounds of the men. With this object 
we gathered our orderlies, and laid out instruments, 
dressings, etc., on opposite sides of a hospital marquee 
of the Second Division. Sad proof was immediately 
afforded of the ineligibility of the site, and of the neces- 
sity of quitting the spot. A ball (twenty-four pounder), 
came through the tent on the side opposite to that where 
I was engaged, killing one of the orderUes employed in 
assisting the surgeon, and also the pony of the latter, 
tied up a yard or two off. The ricochetting of sundry 
other missiless simultaneously by me, warned me, if I 
wished to preserve my own life, and be useful to others, 
to abandon the attempt I had scarcely commenced. A 
few minutes after, a private of a line regiment passed by 
me, leading a field officer's charger. He addressed me 
in evident anxiety to get rid of the duty imposed on 
him of taking the animal to a place of safety. It had 
been found galloping without a rider or owner. It 
occurred to me that I should be enabled to perform my 
duty much more effectually when mounted, as well as to 
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husband my strength — now beginning to flag a little, by 
temporarily appropriating the horse. I accordingly did 
so, and kept him until the action and my last contingent 
duty, supervision of the removal of wounded, were ter- 
minated. I should have been rather puzzled to know 
what to do with the animal then, but luckily he had 
been identified, in the course of the afternoon, by an 
officer of the Guards, and the owner's groom, as the 
property of Major Maitland of the Grenadier Guards, on 
the Staff, who had been severely wounded. 

At one period of the day I was occupied in tending 
to some of our wounded, lying under the low and 
dilapidated parapet of one of the redoubts I have al- 
luded to, then retaken and held by the Guards. Here 
I saw Colonel Fakenham of the Grenadiers in a sinking 
state from several severe wounds : I gave him a drink 
from my flask. He attempted to convey some wish to 
me, but owing chiefly, I think, to an impediment in his 
speech, (a Usp,) I was unable, after many painful efforts 
on his part, to catch the purport. A man of my batta- 
Uon, severely hurt, was urgent in his cries for assistance 
and removal to hospital. His wound, I found, must soon 
terminate fatally. Removal was alike, at the time, im- 
practicable, dangerous, and useless, for he was shot 
through the intestines, the contents of which were escap- 
ing. He was alternately supplicating help, and uttering 
imprecations on the enemy, who had given him the 
fatal wound, it would seem, when he was lying injured 
and defenceless from a compfuratively trifling hurt. I 
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thought it my duty to tell him how short a time he had 
to Uve, and to suggest his occupying the brief interval 
in prayer. I had the satisfaction of witnessing him 
doing so, for I was necessarily lying for some time by 
his side ; but in his ejaculatory petitions he could not 
avoid recurring to and execrating the brutality of the 
enemy, every now and then. Some hours after, when 
riding by, I saw him in a sitting posture, and believed 
him to be quite dead. 

Strong proof was afforded me of the inutility of our 
ambulances, owing alike to their heavy construction and 
the wretched condition of the mules. When the action 
was drawing to a close, the Duke of Cambridge ordered 
me to get the wounded removed with all possible expe- 
dition. Accordingly I rode off to the officer in charge 
of the ambulance corps, stationed at the windmill, and 
brought one of his vehicles back. Although the ground, 
at this part of the field of battle was comparatively Uttle 
cut up, and the acclivity very trifling, all the efforts of 
the drivers, who I compelled to exert themselves to the 
utmost, could not induce the miserable, half-starved 
brutes, six in number, to surmount a hillock intervening 
between us and the redoubt where many of my wounded 
lay : consequently the latter had to be carried an incon- 
venient distance to the ambulance, which there was some 
risk might be dismantled in the interim. The drivers 
behaved very well, and being old soldiers, they did not 
regard the risk they themselves incurred. 

At the close of the action, I saw Lord Raglan watch- 
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ing the retreat of the enemy. He sent for me, and put 
several questions relative to the occupation I was then 
engaged in — superintending a party of our men in seek- 
ing for the wounded. His manner and the nature of his 
enquiries were as courteous and calm, and even as cheerful 
and conversational, as if the topics only related to the 
state of the weather 

There has been a great loss of oflBcers,— eight of ours 
wounded, and about the same number of the Coldstream 
Guards killefd; also Sir George Cathcart, Brigadier- 
Generals Goldie and Strangways, with some other ofiS- 
cers of rank. The division of the former appears to have 
been engaged, at the commencement of the action, fur- 
ther on the heights. 

I found the advantage of our vicinity to camp, in 
being enabled to send word to my servant for food. 

Our duties were over much earlier in the evening 
than at the Alma, and I was able to enjoy a more com- 
fortable repast. I was debarred, however, from the sleep 
I much needed, having to take my turn through half the 
night in visiting the wounded. One of our ofiScers, 
Colonel Blair, who was shot through the abdomen — a 
wound necessarily fatal — required especial attention. 

6M. — ^A melancholy day, passed in burying the dead 
and counting the survivors. Eight officers of the Cold- 
streams interred in one grave ; and three of the Grena- 
diers in another. Poor Colonel Blair of ours died this 
morning. 

There seems to be little doubt that Osten-Sacken's 
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army, brought from Odessa, were our opponents. Every 
one seems much disheartened at the gloomy state of affairs, 
and the dreadful loss of life. A council of war was held 
to-day, — the result of course unknown. Great indigna- 
tion felt at the barbarous conduct of the enemy, in num- 
erous instances, in killing and mangling the wounded 
officers and men. 

1th. — Another council of war ; also a board of en- 
quiry, with the view, I believe, of sending an indignant 
remonstrance to the Russian General relative to the 
practice pursued on the 5th, not only by his men, but by 
some of the officers. All our wounded officers and men 
have been removed on board ship, except a few of the 
latter. 

The strength of the regiment now is about three 
hundred and fifty privates and noncommissioned officers, 
of whom a very large number are suffering from camp 
dysentery ; ten officers only, doing duty. The loss of the 
enemy is estimated at from five to ten thousand : ours 
at about two thousand, and about ninety officers killed 
and wounded. Several regiments have only two or three 
officers fit for duty. 

8M. — It is asserted that we are not to assault Sebas- 
topol until the arrival of reinforcements, expected in a 
few days from Constantinople. They are almost entirely 
French, however, of whom 15,000 are said to be on 
their way. Ours, I believe, I have already mentioned, 
except the 97th, coming from Greece. The likelihood 
of our wintering here is becoming painfully evident. A 
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statement as to general health and efficiency has been 
called for, and, of course, the reports relative, at least, 
to the brigade of Guards, have been very unfavorable. 
This circumstance may, perhaps, influence the authorities 
in assigning us some better quarters here. 

A draft of fifty men, with two officers, left sick at 
Varna, have opportunely joined us. Another draft is on 
its way from England. 

The weather is again mild, warm during the day, 
though rather chilly and showery at night. I have fortu- 
nately got a stretcher-bedstead, the property of an officer 
invalided, and my bones, painfully prominent from ema- 
ciation, are relieved from lying on the hard rock forming 
the floor of my abode. I have also a camp stool, and 
so am becoming, by comparison, luxurious in habits. I 
am thankful to say my health is improving a little, 
though I am still very weak. 

9tA. — ^The 46th regiment has landed and marched 
up here, together with about 1500 Zouaves — portions 
of the expected reinforcements. The 99th, from Athens, 
are also at Constantinople, en route. Large parties of 
Turks are employed, as well as our own troops, in bury- 
ing the Russians. The enemy have actually had the 
barbarity to fire on them whilst so engaged. The Rus- 
sians seem never to bury their slain. One of their 
officers, in the battle, was seen stabbing our wounded. 
He gave money to a sergeant of the Guards to say 
nothing, the former having been taken prisoner. He is 
expected to be shot, and richly deserves that &te. The 
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number of the enemy's dead is greater than was sup- 
posed: their loss is now computed at 15,000 killed, 
wounded, and prisoners. On the same morning with 
the action, it seems, the Russians made a sortie on the 
French, who slew one thousand, and even drove them 
within the fortifications of the town, so that an entrance 
could actually have been effected then. Prudence, how- 
ever, prompted a retreat, from the dread of being cut off. 
Weather wet, but mild. 

10th. — Nothing to record but continual stormy, wet 
weather. The returns of Lord Raglan have stated the 
enemy's loss at 15,000, of whom 5000 were killed, — ^and 
2000 prisoners. The arrangements of the Generals, 
French and English, are said to be as follows. The 
British to wait until further reinforcements arrive, and 
then the French, with one division of English, are to 
make the assault, whilst the remainder of the British 
protect the lines from an attack. Our Allies are engaged 
in strengthening considerably, by redoubts, etc., their 
own lines, looking towards Balaklava, as well as ours, on 
the heights of Inkermann. They are also to construct a 
battery there, to prevent a second surprise. 

The Duke of Cambridge has gone on board ship 
sick ; and also the Brigadier, Major-General Bentinck, 
wounded in the arm. 

lit A. — ^Weather the same. Huts have been sent 
for, and are said to be constructing with expedition at 
Ck>nstantinople. All our clothes are dropping to pieces 
from constant wet and damp. We have, or ought to 
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have, perhaps, some consolation in reflecting, that the 
enemy must suffer still more, even allowing for their 
great hardihood and acclimatization, from want of tents, 
and difficulties in obtaining provisions; their supplies 
have to travel overland an enormous distance. The 
French continue sanguine of success, and notwithstand- 
ing the advanced period of the year, no one entertains 
for a moment the possibility of the siege being raised. 
There is no doubt of the presence of the Emperor's sons, 
Michael and Nicholas, with the army at Inkermann. 

12M (Sunday). — I had hoped this day, at last, to be 
enabled to attend divine service, but yesterday after- 
noon, at five o'clock, I was suddenly warned for duty 
with a covering party. It was dusk when we left, and 
the ground in the condition of a ploughed field after 
heavy rain. Our position this time was a covered way, 
in advance of the twenty-gun battery. The former is 
being made chiefly by the Turks. Our progress along 
it for a distance of a mile or so, was very disagreeable ; 
the rain collecting in the firesh earth, came half way up 
our legs in the shape of '' puddle,'' and in this agreeable 
locality we passed the night. It was fine, but so cold, 
that we could not keep the circulation active in our feet. 
I managed to get an hour or two's sleep. The firing was 
very heavy throughout the day. We were in a rather 
singular position, between the opposing batteries, and 
possessed good means of judging of the efficacy of the 
enemy's artillery. The shot on both sides passed over 
our heads. The Russian sharpshooters tried hard to pick 
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any one off who exhibited the least part of his person 
above the parapet. Returned at eight o'clock, p.m. 

IStA. — A wretched wet day, which has brought on a 
relapse in my dysentery — ^a result I had dreaded. I am 
now Ijdng in bed, and taking physic ; which, I am, alas, 
compelled almost to live on. None of the officers who 
have been ill with complaints similar to mine, have got 
over their attacks — all suffering from diarrhoea, indiges- 
tion, and emaciation. I feel very weak. Having but 
one pair of trousers, I am obliged, when they require 
brushing, (a contingency very frequently occurring, firom 
the state of the camp), to remain in bed during the pro- 
cess. I am badly off for boots, and there is little pro- 
spect of our getting at our effects left on board ship, or 
at Scutari. The men are literally in rags ; picturesque 
looking soldier-vagrants ; — a fact, as regards appearance, 
and no two dressed alike. Not only rags and patches of 
every color are seen, but they are wearing articles of 
clothing and caps which they chance to pick up. 

The 28th regiment arrived from Gibraltar ; also drafts 
from Scutari — wounded men now recovered. The whole 
force is evidently becoming greatly lessened by the im- 
mense number of sick, arising from the camp epidemic, 
—chronic dysentery. The fresh regiments being chiefly 
drawn from the Mediterranean, bore up, at first, better ; 
but subsequently it was foimd that little difference, if 
any, existed in the ratio of sickness. 

The enemy very distinctly visible, — at least their out- 
posts in the valley of Inkermann,— extending up towards 
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Balaklava. Their main body is posted, I believe, on the 
opposite heights. It is said they expect reiuforcements 
from the Principalities before long. Every prospect looks 
cheerless and gloomy at present. 

14tt. — The most miserable day I have known, not 
only in my camp experience, but, I think, in my whole 
life. The night had been windy and stormy throughout ; 
but at about seven o'clock, a.m. it blew a perfect hurricane. 
The pegs on my side of the tent could not, owing to the 
rock, be firmly driven in ; so they soon gave way, and 
the whole affair turned over, inverting my bedstead and 
self on the ground : the pole, moreover, rather damaging 
the shins of my companion. The wind then swept away 
all our little effects, and the stones broke the bottles. 
These were, however, very secondary considerations at 
the time. I had been confined since my return from the 
trenches, And my trousers being covered with mud, I 
slept in my drawers, with my shoes off — ^both unusual 
circumstances. This was not a condition in which to 
remain out in the hail and rain ; so I mounted my ser- 
vant's back, and took refuge in an adjacent tent, which 
had until then withstood the storm. This asylum was 
not long afforded. The tempest increased furiously, and 
every canvass dwelling was becoming levelled. Fortu- 
nately my trousers and boots were in my servant's tent, 
yet erect, and therefore dry. So, rising from the posi- 
tion a la Ikrque, which I had been compelled to assume 
on the damp floor, with a cloak around me, I lost no 
time in getting into my garments. I just finished in 
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time to avoid the impending destruction of my friend's 
abode. As there was some risk of being knocked down 
by the pole when it broke, I instinctively crept out, with- 
out knowing what to do, or where to seek for shelter. 

At this time the cold was intense ; the wind and hail 
terrific in violence, and I had not calculated on the in- 
(s-eased power of the former. I had on a blanket and 
cloak, forming a kind of sail. I was blown along rapidly 
with irresistible force, and then prostrated on the ground. 
Picked up by my servant and another man, I was sup- 
ported to the only place at all protected, — a very poor 
cover afforded by a wall some two feet high, — behind 
which I sat in the deep mud, with other unfortunate 
beings. After waiting an hour or two in great suffering, 
I felt that my life would be endangered by remaining 
longer so completely exposed. At this time, one officer's 
tent was still vigorously holding its ground, owing to his 
having previously loosened the ropes from the inner row 
of pegs, round the wall, and thus, by allowing — a 
wretched alternative, truly — a current of air to sweep 
under, lessening the resistance which the closed fabric 
would have afforded. HI and half dead, cold and exhaust- 
ed, I crawled under the edge, the door being necessarily 
kept tight, and felt some little relief when I got inside. 
The hospitable owner (Lord James Murray), gave another 
refugee and myself, a crust of bread and a glass of sherry, 
our only sustenance — at least mine — during the day ; for 
owing to my servant's negligence and a series of accidents, 
I had not been able to obtain any suitable food since I 
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crept into my damp blankets. Omr tents having been with 
much difficulty re-erected, when the wind began to abate 
partially, at about four o'clock, I took an opiate; and aft^ 
being severely pained, and affected otherwise by my disease, 
fortunately lost a few hours consciousness of what I had 
suffered, in sleep. The medicine most proper for me, I 
could not obtain, it having been lost. Before day-break, 
a loud cannonading and fire of musketry woke us up, and 
led to the uncomfortable apprehension that the enemy 
were attacking us. I do not at present know whether 
such was the case. As I felt greatly exhausted, and my 
clothes, were all wet, — turning out under arms, would 
have been very trying to me. I should have said, that 
about five o'clock a.m., the hail changed to heavy snow, 
which continued throughout the remainder of the night, 
with a strong, though abated, wind. The cold was, if 
possible, greater in the evening. I had resolved, in my 
mind, should the tent be again blown down, to remain 
under the ruins, as there could be no hope of bettering 
my condition elsewhere. 

The scene must have been very ludicrous, apart from 
the serious considerations involved. Of course, such of 
our effects as remain, are more or less injured by the wet. 
The poor sick, driven from the hospital marquee (amongst 
the first blown down), were, of course, in a most pitiable 
state. Horses broken loose from their piqueting ropes, 
were running about in all directions, and heavy articles 
sailing through the air. Several detachments passed by 
our ground during the day, — just arrived from England, 
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and looking very woe-begone. They were assured that 
the present was not a very ordinary occurrence. A num- 
ber of men of the Light Division took refuge in some ex- 
tensive caves, overlooking the valley, and were therefore 
better off than others. The faulty construction — too 
great height— of our tents, was shewn by the circum- 
stance of scarcely one belonging to the Turks, camped 
near us, being blown down. The combined effect of 
storm and privation must convey a hint to Lord Raglan, 
as the physical powers of every one are becoming fear- 
fully tested ; and should such weather continue as the 
present, the whole army will become hors de combat. Huts 
are said to be on their way ; but a fortnight, at least, is 
likely to elapse before they arrive, and then, probably, in 
very insufficient number. The enemy are, perhaps, not 
suffering so much ; for, to show the neglect of our authori- 
ties at home, we observed at Inkermann, that the foijmer 
were furnished with thick winter clothes, while our men 
are wearing the same in which they had endured the heats 
of a Bulgarian summer. True, the Russians may have 
no tents, but in such weather as the present, tents are 
almost useless. 

15M. — ^A cold, but tolerably fine and dry day. Of 
course, every article we possess is being dried, and the 
mud scraped off. We expected to hear of disasters 
amongst the shipping, Balaklava being much too small to 
afford accommodation to all ; and accordingly it is ru- 
moured that eight transports have been wrecked, six con- 
taining stores, ammunition, etc. Others on their way 



Digitized by 



Google 



214 WANT OF FUEL. 

from Malta, with siege mortars of large size, and many 
coming from England, we fear, there will be bad tidings of. 
It must be hoped, however, that the weather may compel 
us to active operations earlier, as any danger from the 
enemy is preferable to perishing from cold and wet, of 
which we must expect a continuance. No wood has been 
issued to the commissariat, and as forests do not exist here, 
the only fuel consists of the roots and branches of the 
brushwood, now becoming rapidly used up. Nothing, in 
fact, can be more disheartening than our present position 
and prospects. 

In the despatches, the recent battle, we learn, is 
termed " Inkermann." The firing last night, we under- 
stand, was a sortie on the French and Turks — soon 
repulsed. 

16M. — ^Weather keeps bitter cold, hills covered with 
snow. Our loss at sea is said to be greater that at first 
supposed; thirteen transports having been wrecked or 
gone to pieces, with, it b feared, one or more ships of 
war. To make the calamity worse, a great part of the 
winter clothing, fuel, food, etc. for our men (Brigade of 
Guards, especially), were on board the ships lost. The 
"Retribution," man-of-war, with the Duke of Cambridge 
on board, had, it is said, a narrow escape from shipwreck. 
The Commissary-General, it is rumoured, on learning the 
loss, reported to Lord Raglan the unpleasant necessity of 
the army being placed on reduced rations ; the usual com- 
missariat suppUes being on their passage out, and (rather 
an injudicious mode of proceeding) no store remaining 
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on hand. Another fasillade occurred during the night : 
another unsuccessful sortie of the enemy on the batteries. 
We have again attempted to warm our tents by means 
of the ashes of roots, burnt on extemporized braziers, 
made of worn out mess kettles. By keeping them near 
the door, and thus having a sufficient outlet for smoke, 
we managed to procure warmth at some expense of com- 
fort otherwise. 

It is feared the hurricane wiU greatly delay the arrival 
of transports with reinforcements and supplies. It is now, 
I beUeve, a month since our batteries opened fire. Had 
any one predicted then that such an interval would elapse 
without the siege apparently approaching an end, he 
would have been laughed at. 

17M. — ^Weather fine, but cold. If the accounts of 
deserters (Poles) may be credited, the enemy have esti- 
mated their loss at Inkermann as much greater than we 
supposed ; viz., 25,000. The former report also, that both 
the garrison and army outside, are suffering severely from 
want of provisions, and disease. They added, that if we 
could cut off communication between Simpheropol and 
Sebastopol, the latter must soon surrender. To coun- 
terbalance this, our naval damages have been great ; the 
harbour of Balaklava is strewn with fragments of wreck. 
One of the enemy's sunken line-of-battle ships, is said to 
have been forced up by the storm, and another has been 
submerged in her place. We are all put on reduced ra- 
tions, in consequence of the loss at sea. It is feared a 
great many Uves have been sacrificed ; amongst others. 
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Dr. Spencer, deputy inspector of hospitals, on his way 
out as a member of a board of enquiry, relative to an 
alleged mismanagement in the Medical Department. 
Sales of effects belonging to deceased officers, take place 
almost daily. It is curious to see the different sums 
given, according to the demand for the various articles. 
Thus, good horses and ponies, for which food cannot be 
procured at any price by officers not strictly entitled by 
regulation to keep animals, go for absurdly small prices, — 
a few pounds, or even shillings 1 Articles of clothing, on 
the other hand, fetch extravagant sums, as well as little 
luxuries, eatables, etc. Every one has money, and ap- 
pears determined to deny himself no comfort procurable. 
A number of general officers reported to be going to En- 
gland ; Sir George Brown, his constitution said to be much 
impaired, the Duke of Cambridge, General Bentinck, and 
others. The loss in officers, who have died from their 
woimds, has been greater than was at first supposed. 
French reinforcements continue to arrive. The Greeks at 
Constantinople have wagered large sums that Sebastopol 
does not fall by Christmas. It is possible some of the 
Forts may still hold out, even should we gain possession 
of the town by that date. 

18M. — ^Weather the same. Nothing new. We have 
about 2,600 prisoners. Reported that 9,000 French 
troops have landed since the action. It is intended, 
nimour says, that a portion of the French reinforcements 
shall land at Katscha Bay ; and, by making a diversion 
^gamst the enemy on the other side of the town, favor 
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the attack on Sebastopol. Our position is being further 
strengthened by redoubts. The men beginning to suflFer 
from chest complaints as well as dysentery. Balaklava 
has been so strongly fortified as to be considered secure 
against any attack. 

19M (Sunday). — ^Weather unusually mild, and threat- 
ening rain. One mail reported '' missing/' and another 
over due. On dit^ that Lord Raglan is urged to take 
Sebastopol as soon as possible, by government at home ; 
also that deserters have given intimation of another 
attack — a last effort of the enemy — on or about the 
29th instant. General Canrobert is said to have gone 
up the coast (by order, of course), to concert measures 
relative to the landing of troops there. My dysenteric 
affection continues to reduce my strength greatly. Se- 
veral officers have begun to erect huts. Stones are to be 
procured with tolerable ease ; wood with great difficulty. 
The French troops seem to be also on reduced rations, 
as they come prowling about camp, picking up scraps. 
Our biscuit appears to be better, and issued more abun- 
dantly than theirs. Until the last few days, the men 
used to give them some, or change it for a small portion 
of bread ; which, rather indifferent in quality, the French 
bake. Now, however, there is a universal, and not very 
courteous, negative, to any request of the kind. The 
bombardment weak on both sides, except a little burst 
occasionally. The main body of the enemy, we hear, 
has retreated to the Belbec. 

20M. — ^A wet night and day ; but very mild for the 
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time of year. Our drafts from England have arrived 
but not landed ; also the 97th Regiment. Some fresh 
mortars of large caUbre for the batteries, have been 
landed, — ^to replace those becoming worn out. 

21^^. — ^A very cold day — a sudden change during 
the night, seeming to threaten snow. Much firing, at in- 
tervals, giving rise to very unpleasant reflections in bed, 
as to the likelihood of a turn out. It has been explained 
as follows : — 

An outpost, a house, I believe, occupied by the 
enemy, had been found to annoy our parties in the 
trenches, and it was determined to take it. This was 
accordingly done by a party of the Rifles, with the loss 
of an officer and seven men. The Russians then sent a 
larger force to regain the post ; but the enemy were de- 
feated, and the place remains in our possession. 

Canrobert is said to have cheered his troops to-day, 
by telling them that we shall certainly attack Sebastopol 
in a very short time. We shall see ! 

We move our camp to-morrow, to make room for the 
97th, who are to occupy the ground vacated, and be 
attached to the First Division — ^rather a bore for one or 
two officers, who had begun to erect huts. I was in the 
camp of the artillery of our division to-day, and they are 
actively engaged in the process. Wood is the material 
most difficult to procure, as well for fires as for the con- 
struction of huts — most of the brushwood having been 
exhausted. 

22nd. — Moved to a position adjacent to the ground 
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occupied by the Coldstream Guards, and a quarter of a 
mile from our former camp. We are now nearer to the 
French, and the lines overlooking the valley, and extend- 
ing to Balaklava — a position, I presume, quite as open 
to attack as our former one. Our drafts joined us this 
afternoon. The contrast between their clean, well-fed ap- 
pearance, and that of the " veterans," is very striking. 
The officers too have brought little comforts which we have 
long been strangers to ; as well as contrivances, invented 
by bond on tradesmen. Brisk firing again last night ; 
to what cause attributable we have not yet heard. 
Weather continues very wet at brief intervals. Fortu- 
nately we got our tents pitched before the heavy rain 
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WET WEATHER SETS IN CHOLERA COMMENCES IN THE DRAFT — STATE 

OP CAMP — SCURVY PREVALENT — SUFFERINaS OF THE SICK — ^WEA- 
THER IMPROVED— INCREASE OF SCURVY — ^EFFECTS ON THE MEN 

INVALIDED ON BOARD SHIP — DRAFTS ARRIVED FOR THE BRIGADE — 
SUCCESSFUL SORTIE OF THE ENEMY — ^ARRIVAL OP FIRST INSTAL- 
MENT OF HUTS — STATE OF THINOS AT BALAKLAVA. 

23rrf. — Incessant heavy rain all day — turning the 
ground into the condition of a bog, and rendering cook- 
ing, together with all internal as well as external com- 
forts, nearly unattainable. Temperature, fortunately, mUd. 
The tents have become much damaged by service, and 
let in the rain freely. Nothing new as regards the siege. 
24M. — Obliged to go to Balaklava on private business. 
Weather continues as bad. The rain poured down, all 
night ; there was also thunder. The road in a state re- 
sembling a ploughed field after a heavy storm. I am now 
sitting in bed and writing (six o'clock, p.m.), whilst my 
garments are being dried — a difficult and slow process. 
If the rain interrupts it, I have no alternative but to 
resume them in their wet state. My appearance on the 
road would have appeared absurd to friends at home. 
Trousers tucked up to the knees, and a costume half mili- 
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tary, half civilian ; a couple of tin cooking pans attached 
to my saddle-bow^ and bags containing wine and other 
little necessaries suspended behind. My pony being tired, 
and the road bad, I was very apprehensive of his stum- 
bling, and of my bottles " coming to grief." Across my 
shoulders was a havresack, containing sundry articles of 
cookery : so that I, or rather my poor animal, was well 
laden. 

In passing by the French lines, I observed various 
means resorted to, by our Allies, for rendering their abodes 
waterproof in a slight degree. Some had erected tall pa- 
lisades round their tents; others had managed to construct 
huts of wood and wattles, and a third, a kind of edifice 
of mud and tiles. Every place, however, looked wretched 
and miserable in the extreme, owing to the weather. 

No good shops are yet established at Balaklava. Those 
at present open, are chiefly kept by Maltese, who are, 
apparently, too poor to make investments in good and 
extensive stores, and, of course, an exorbitant price is 
chai^d for everything. Two or three French shops are 
also established. A number of articles can now be pro- 
cured, the want of which was much felt ; such as hams, 
butter, potatoes, onions, etc. No bread yet. All drink- 
ables very dear, but paid for willingly by both men and 
officers ; the former cheerfully giving 2s. for a bottle of 
porter, when they can get one. They have no means of 
spending money, but much is not issued to them, and a 
good many of the married men send ample remittances 
home. 
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25M. — Nothing new. The rain incessant and heavy, 
converting the camp into a perfect swamp. A sad result 
of a change in the mode of Ufe has shown itsdf in se- 
veral of the men of the draft having been attacked with 
cholera of a passive, bat fatal type. Severe diarrhoea and 
dysentery are also prevalent amongst them. Possibly, as 
the majority are young lads of little stamina, the voyage 
out may have weakened and predisposed them to the 
malady. My own ailment is very troublesome. It is 
gradually exhausting my strength and emaciating me. A 
totally inactive state of the digestive oi^ans appears, as in 
the cases of the majority of the men, connected with it. 

26tA fSundayJ. — ^The rain has ceased for a time, and 
the day has become fine and warm ; it will require a good 
many such, however, to dry the ground. Four or five 
deaths fix>m cholera during the last two nights, confined 
to the men of the draft ; a circumstance showing the ef- 
fects of acclimatization, and vice versa. The lamentable 
state in which the encampment is, with the want of com- 
forts, and medicines even, for the sick, render that sad 
malady more incurable, if possible, than in Bulgaria. 

The 9th regiment has arrived fix)m Malta. The can- 
nonading very feeble, but several little nSrajs continue 
to take place at night. I understand the regiments re- 
cently arrived firom England have suffered equally wiUi 
our drafts fix)m cholera. 

27M. — ^Weather again misty and foggy, terminating 
in a cold but clear night. Nothing to note bat am- 
tinned mortality amongst the men of the draft. 
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2Sth. — A showery day. Rumours of French troops 
having landed at Eupatoria, the reinforcements possibly 
on which our movements here are to be dependent. 
Our rations are now very poor. No fresh meat for long 
intervals. The supply of rice, too, has ceased ; a great 
privation to many, who, being afiected with diarrhoea, 
cannot eat the salt pork. Another battalion of the Gre- 
nadier Guards is said to be ordered out, together with 
the 91st regiment. 

29M. — Continued rain. The mortality amongst the 
lads comprising the draft, continues, and their state in 
the hospital tents, owing to the rain, want of adequate 
bed-dothing, and other causes I have before alluded 
to, is pitiable in the extreme. The cavalry has been re- 
ported by Lord Lucan as being ineffective from the state 
of the weather. I saw, a few days ago, the 4th Light 
Dragoons, encamped near us ; and the condition of the 
ground there, can scarcely be conceived. In their state, 
the horses resembled coach animals in England after a 
long stage during wet weather, and on the worst pos- 
sible roads. They are picketed, as usual, to a long rope, 
passing down the rear of the men's tents. 

The Russians, it is said, attacked the French lines 
near Balaklava yesterday, but retreated immediately on 
the guns opening fire. The batteries on both sides (to- 
ward Sebastopol), fire very feebly now, during the night : 
rather more actively, I think, between the enemy and 
the French. Both officers and men are looking anxiously 
for the arrival of the winter clothing for the troops. The 
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former cannot obtain access to their baggage, and would 
willingly wear any garment after the men's more urgent 
wants have been suppUed. I am very desirous of getting 
a pair of private's shoes and socks, as I am so badly off 
in this respect as to have no means of keeping my feet 
dry. The Crimea has by this time quite finished my 
only pair of boots ; which, moreover, there are no means 
of getting repaired. I am also much in want of thick 
clothes. 

80M. — ^The weather finer, but still unsettled and 
cold. Rumours of large Russian reinforcements arriv- 
ing, also considerable French. A party of Turks are 
coming up to erect huts for the hospital of each regi- 
ment, — a proceeding much required. Owing to the bad 
state of the roads, and the mortality amongst animals, 
much difficulty is experienced in getting provisions up 
here. To-day there was neither biscuit nor rice for the 
men, in consequence. No fresh meat, I think, for a 
week. The Russian army is said to be suffering greatly 
from similar privations. 

December 1«/. — Incessant rain with severe cold. The 
sickness and mortaUty continue as great as ever. Owing 
to the state of the roads, the new siege guns cannot be 
brought up, and the intended assault is therefore likely 
to be delayed in consequence. My own health continues 
very bad. The wasting of substance produced by camp 
dysentery is very great. 

^nd. — ^A rather brisk skirmish took place last night. 
The Russian force retook the advanced post I have 
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spoken of, but it was again captured by a party of the 
46th under Colonel Garrett, in a very gallant manner; 
with a trifling loss on our side, and a severe one on that 
of the enemy. Four divisions are said to he en route 
from France here. A heavy bombardment is talked of, 
prior to the assault. This day almost free from rain, but 
very cold. 

Srd. — Nothing to record but incessant rain. 

4th. — Last night the rain, followed by hail, fell heavier 
than any we have yet experienced, and the cold was most 
intense. The tents, of course, afibrd a very inadequate 
protection from both discomforts, — my pillow (a tent-peg 
bag, stuffed with straw), and outer blanket being quite 
wet. The men, in addition to the maladies previously 
alluded to, are suffering from scurvy, and there are a 
few cases of frost-bite and gangrene of the toes. Their 
privations, alike when on duty and sick, are scarcely con- 
ceivable ; only to be equalled by their heroic resignation. 
The officers are also suffering severely, and several have 
been invalided. There wiD scarcely be any to do duty if 
we remain much longer. 

It is rumoured that General Baraguay D'Hilliers has 
landed at Eupatoria, advanced, given Luders battle, and 
defeated him. Of course, this is not credited. 

5M. — More heavy rain during the night, but rather 
less cold. Bed-clothes again saturated. The 90th regi- 
ment, from Cork, has arrived. The departure of the 
first battalion of Grenadier Guards has been counter- 
ordered, and a large draft is coming out instead. 
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6M. — Very brisk cannonading and musketry-fire 
during the night. We have not learned the cause yet. 
This morning the Russians, for some motive we can- 
not guess at, have fired the brushwood in the valley 
leading to Balaklava, so as to fill the latter with smoke ; 
probably a ruse of some kind. Last evening and night 
were fine, but this morning it is again raining, though not 
so violently. It appears hopeless to expect the ground 
to dry up. The hills in the distance are all white with 
snow. Rumour says 2000 huts are coming to us. If 
such really be the intention of Government, it is very 
lamentable that they were not sent long ago. The 
expenses of tins war to the nation must be enormous. 

ItL — A fine and rather frosty morning — a great 
boon. The rain, however, came on again, and continued 
up to the evening. 

8M. — A very hard frost and thick ice this morning. 
The sun soon came out, with most genial warmth. 

The damp has penetrated through the canvass, and 
destroyed our few effects. No rumours, good or bad. 

9th. — ^A slight frost during the night, vnth a subse- 
quent tendency to rain. The cholera is, happily, abat- 
ing, amongst the fresh troops and drafts; but other 
bowel complaints are more prevalent and fatal. Scurvy 
is on the increase, a circumstance not to be wondered at, 
considering the infrequency of the issue of fresh provi- 
sions, — now only occurring about once a week. 

A memorandum has been sent to the surgeons of 
corps, for their opinions as to the health of the troops ; 
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their capability of remaining under canvass without 
danger, etc. These queries, I need scarcely state, have 
been answered in strongly negative terms, and the re- 
duced physical powers of the men commented on ; to* 
gether with the fact, that of those doing duty, and not 
on the sick list, a very large proportion are known to be 
suffering from diarrhoea, or rather chronic (camp) dysen- 
tery. Whether these reports, however, will have any 
weight, is very doubtful. The battalions of Guards, 
notwithstanding the large drafts, only number between 
four and five hundred each ; from one hundred, to one 
hundred and fifiy, being inefficient from sickness. Coughs 
are rather prevalent, but, happily, as yet, no cases of 
acute inflammation of the chest ; which, under existing 
circumstances, would have a poor chance of recovery. 
The state of the roads, together with that of the wretched 
mules employed to draw the heavy ambulances, preclude 
the use of the latter in conveying our bad cases to 
the hospital ships at Balaklava ; and thus many die from 
sheer cold and want of adequate comforts, who otherwise 
would probably recover. To the French we are indebted 
for the occasional loan of their Ughter and infinitely 
better adapted vehicles. It is a most pitiable sight to 
see poor creatures lying on the muddy fioor of the tent, 
half torpid from cold, with a dirty, wet blanket for their 
only covering. The only possible plea, I conceive, for 
Government not sending huts out, at least for hospitals, 
must be their belief that the siege would be terminated 
before they could arrive. 

q2 



Digitized by 



Google 



228 WEATHER IMPROVED. 

lot A. — ^Weather does not seem settled, but it is sin- 
gularly mild and wann again for the season. Nothing 
new. The siege appears to be going on rather unfjEtvor- 
ably than otherwise for the Allies. We can only get up 
one or two gans daily, and immediately they open fire, 
the enemy, by their superiority in number and weight of 
metal, appear to silence ours, and have already disabled 
several. The impression is very general, that we must 
trust to an assault alone for the capture of the place. 

lit A. — ^Last night, although there was a little rain, 
the weather was so warm that the usual amount of bed- 
clothes felt quite oppressive. The day has been fine 
and quite relaxing. The firing on both sides during the 
night, at two distinct periods, was rather heavy; the 
cause as yet unknown. The papers with the despatches 
relative to the Battle of Inkermann have arrived, and 
caused some dissatisfaction in the Guards ; from their 
services, it is considered, being too summarily glanced 
at and dismissed, although they and the Second Division 
bore the brunt of the attack. 

The 34th regiment has arrived from the Mediter- 
ranean. The French are said to be ready for the assault, 
and (this time !), waiting for us. It is now looked for 
about Christmas. 

This fine weather is enabling the Allies to bring up 
guns more rapidly. The Turks are suffering dreadfidly 
from disease, and dying in large numbers ; chiefiy fi^m 
want of proper food, comforts, and medical attendance. 
Our available force (British army), is now stated to be 
about 24,000. 
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12M. — ^Another mild, beautiful morning. Heavy 
cannonading and musketry-fire last night in the direc- 
tion of the French. These nightly fusillades look like 
the forerunners of a general assault, which may thus 
arise fortuitously. The present one was a sally on both 
the French and English batteries, but was repulsed, with 
little loss on either side. Two small men-of-war have 
arrived, part of the late Baltic expedition, I believe. The 
change in the weather has proved beneficial to the men, 
and the cases in hospital are improving a little already. 
The guns are now reported to have been nearly all brought 
up, — including some very large mortars (13-inch). The 
ammunition will require a further interval of nearly a 
week for its conveyance, if the weather keeps fine. After- 
wards, according to generally received opinion, a vigorous 
bombardment of three or four days is to take place, fol- 
lowed by the assault. 

13/^. — ^Weather keeps mild and dry. The firing 
continues very brisk every night, without any important 
results. A rumour, derived fix)m a French source, that 
Austria has joined the Western Powers — ^important news, 
if true. 

14M. — Nothing new. A foggy morning, which 
changed to rain in the afternoon; light showers con- 
tinued all night. The assault generally looked forward 
to with anxiety. 

15M. — Continued rain all day. Our old tents now 
give very unpleasant proofs of having seen service. The 
health of the men has, on the whole, rather improved 
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during the short interval of fine weather we have enjoyed, 
as regards the graver class of diseases, but scurvy is de- 
cidedly increasing much: — a circumstance easily accounted 
for, by the fact of the men being fed almost wholly on 
salt provisions. Many, I find, do not touch their meat 
in consequence, and as the rice has been discontinued for 
some time, the quantity of nutriment taken by such p»- 
sons, must be quite inadequate for the duty they perform. 
The stoppage in the issue of rice, has arisen, I under- 
stand, from the commissariat having no means of bringing 
it up from Balaklava. Cofiee, biscuit, and rum, are the 
other rations now issued. Some get a few onions and 
potatoes (the latter very bad), tea, and other little com- 
forts, from Balaklava — ^but they are exceptions. The 
jaded, careworn appearance of many of our men, is rather 
a contrast to the good condition of the French — Zouaves 
particularly, who seem to keep up their stamina wonder- 
fully well. True they have had much less duty to perform 
than we have, but their familiarity with campaigning 
is, doubtless, one reason for their comparative health. 
Our men have at length got a supply of under clothing, 
drawers and boots ; but, alas 1 to a great many, the latter 
are no boon, the sizes being much too small for their 
feet. Many pairs are such as females could scarcely get 
on — a disgraceful neglect on the part of the contractors, 
or perhaps some other official. Further confirmation 
of Austria having coalesced with the Western Powers, 
through a telegraphic message received by General 
Canrobert. 
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16/i. — Snow and sleet all night. Attacked during 
the course of it, with catarrh or bronchitis, which, coupled 
-with my other complaint, obliged me to apply for a medi- 
cal board, with the view of going on board ship for the 
recovery of my health. 

17 tA CSwiday). — Weather bitter cold, but my journey 
has been accomplished with less exhaustion than I had 
anticipated, inasmuch as I had to be lifted on the pony, — 
after sundry, unsuccessful efforts to mount. The com- 
forts of a dry saloon and stove, could only be adequately 
appreciated by one who had personally experienced my 
wretched condition in camp. Ordered, temporarily, on 
board a small sailing transport, the 'Rockcliffe,' recently 
arrived with commissariat stores still in her hold. I had 
DO bed clothes with me, and it seems nothing is furnished 
to sick officers now, but an empty cabin, or rather a 
comer of one. I succeeded, however, in getting a blanket 
or two from the steward, with some difficulty. 

Disturbed at dinner by the eccentric proceedings of 
an officer of the marines affected with delirium tremens, 
who was, luckily for our comfort, removed this evening. 
Two fresh regiments, the 17th and 89th, arrived from 
the Mediterranean, presenting, in every respect, a great 
contrast to our poor fellows. Alas ! if the assault does not 
take place speedily, they will alike be decimated by 
disease. Further reports of French troops having landed 
at Eupatoria. The forcible contrast between the con- 
dition of our men and the Zouaves, I have alluded to. 
The latter always appear clean, their clothes in good con- 
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dition. Their feet and legs are much better protected 
than those of our men, by means of boots and leather 1^- 
gings, laced tightly. Their active gait in walking is very 
different from the labored progression of our poor fellows. 
Sleeping on picquet and sentry, is now rumoured to be 
rather too prevalent amongst the British — a heinous crime, 
in a military point of view, and liable, by the old code, to 
be punished with death. The authorities, however, appear 
to have acted humanely in not visiting the culprits with 
the extreme penalty ; the over-worked condition of the 
troops being too apparently the cause. It is, I believe, a 
fact that several small parties of our men have been sur- 
prised and taken prisoners, in consequence of being caught 
" napping." 

IStA. — ^Another fine mild morning, but the evening 
cold and showery. A report that Admiral Dundas has 
been replaced by Sir E. Lyons, his second in command. 
An army of Turks, under Omar Pasha, said to be m route 
to Eupatoria. 

19 1 A. — A fine day for the season, but the night windy 
and showery. I am now located in tolerable comfort ; 
my complaint, if anything, rather better, but debility very 
great. I had no idea of the extent of my emaciation 
until I saw my face clearly in the glass, and had the means 
afforded of bodily ablution. Succeeded in buying some 
flannel shirts in the town — through my servant, of course. 
This is a great boon, my old ones being in rags. The 
skipper of this ship, like most others, has brought out, 
on speculation, a supply of articles (provisions and poultry. 
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chiefly), which are eagerly bought up at any price by 
officers, foraging. A few prices I give as illustrations ; 
it being borne in mind that the birds have been sub- 
jected to a long voyage, and may therefore be considered 
out of condition. — A fowl, 7s. 6d., a duck, 7s. 6d., a 
turkey, 15s., a pot of jam, 5s. 6d., etc. Nothing new 
from camp. 

20tA. — ^The 71st Highlanders arrived from CJorfu ; also 
large drafts for the brigade of Guards. Some idea of the 
sickness in the regiments recently arrived, may be formed, 
firom the fact of twenty-seven men having died in one 
night, and one hundred fresh sick being admitted in one 
regiment, — the 46th, I believe. Weather continues fine 
and mild. A skirmish between the French and Russians, 
in the forts formerly captured from the Turks — it led to 
no important results. 

21*^. — ^A rather disastrous brush with the enemy 
seems to have taken place last night. The latter surprised 
our sentries, beat back the covering parties, and held 
temporary possession of one of the batteries (Gordon's), 
damaging the works, and killing, wounding, or taking 
prisoners some thirty men and two * officers. The field 
officer who commanded — Major Miiller, was also killed. 
Such is the version here. It is a sad fact, that our men 
have become quite worn out, and consequently, from 
such physical exhaustion, are less careful in the perform- 
ance of their duty, and indifferent as to risking their 
lives. This is not surprising, for in some regiments, the 
men and officers have actually not one night (entire) in 
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bed, daring the week ; whereas, the French, I betieve, 
have four or five. Then our rations have been so much 
reduced, that, owing to this circumstance, together with 
occasional breaks down in the conveyance, the men in one 
division have been obliged to live, three or four days at a 
time, on biscuit only (such, at least, is the carrent 
report). 

22nd. — Nothing to note ; a dreary wet day. Letter 
writing for the mail — a general occupation. 

2Srd. — A frosty night, and not dry. No news. 

24/A. — Cold and snowy. Heard that the mortality 
in our army, at present, is estimated at one hundred daily ; 
the fresh cases of sick, at three hundred. An officer of 
the 46th regiment, recently arrived, told me, that their 
deaths have amounted to one hundred and fifty, out of 
seven hundred, in six weeks. 

2btL {CAristmaS'day — Monday) — A fine fi'esh frosty 
day, suggestive of the period of the year in England, 
under favorable circumstances. Nothing new fit>m camp. 
Another ship arrived with drafts for various corps, 
amounting to four hundred men. Also the ^ Robert 
Lowe,' with machines for " blowing up " the sunken 
men-of-war in Sebastopol harbour, together with the first 
instalment of huts — only a few. Rumours of Austria 
having sent an army into Bulgaria. Our skipper, though 
a perfect ''screw" on all other occasions, opened his 
heart, and gave us a fair dinner, — turkeys, an unex- 
ceptionable pudding, and champagne, at discretion — ^too 
tempting a fare for poor invalids, some of whom experi- 
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enced rather unpleasant consequences during the night 
and following day. 

26/A. — ^Frosty and fine weather. No news from camp ; 
much sickness there. The order for the issue of a medal 
and clasps for services in the Crimea, has reached us, and, 
of course, I presume, afforded much general satisfiaction. 
Some rails for the railway have also come: I am not aware 
whether accompanied by the " navvies." General Adams 
has died of his wounds at Scutari — universally regretted. 
Weather in camp said to be very severe. 

27tA. — ^A fine morning, but soft and inclined to 
rain. The 18th Regiment arrived in high spirits. A 
sortie, speedily repulsed, rumoured to have taken place 
last night. 

2StA. — A mild day, incUned to rain. No news. 
The sailing vessels of our navy ordered home. 

29/A. — ^Weather fine, and singularly mild. Nothing 
to note but the daily arrival of transports with stores, 
huts, etc. 

SOtA. — A very cold day, threatening snow. A skir- 
mish reported to have taken place, in which our Light 
Division and the French were engaged. The Russians 
were driven back. The French lost two officers and a 
few men. The scene of action was the hills taken by 
the enemy from the Turks, and of which the former 
were again dispossessed. 

31^^. — ^A heavy fall of snow during the night, suc- 
ceeded by a thaw this morning, with all its attendant 
discomforts. The 39th regiment arrived from Gibraltar, 
together with fresh drafts. By an officer in the former. 
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I fortunately obtained a supply of warm clothes, mudi 
needed, sent by a friend fit>m Scutari ; and from one of 
the latter I purchased a pah* of Russian-leather jack boots 
— considered indispensable now in camp. An artillery 
officer who came on board says it is conjectured an attempt 
at insurrection amongst the Polish troops in Sebastopol 
has taken place — a long-continued musketry fire having 
been heard within the town. 

Our force is lamentably diminishing — Only about 
16,000 men returned as effective. It is said that about 
twelve hundred sick are sent to Scutari weekly, and that 
the number of recovered returning fit>m thence bear no 
proportion to the fresh invaUds. To shew the lamentable 
neglect here, I may mention that a large barge, containing 
surgical instruments (of course very expensive) and me- 
dical stores, Ues sunken close to the quay. In ttus state 
she has been noticed for at least a fortnight, without any 
attempt (apparently) being made to get at the things. The 
same appUes to clothing, urgently needed in camp, now 
lying rotting on the quays for want of store-houses ; bis- 
cuit, etc., wasted in like manner : whilst some of the 
divisions are half starved. The huts too have now arrived 
in sufficient numbers ; the advantage of which, in preserv- 
ing the Uves of the men, would be incalculable, — ^yet they 
are rendered useless (the boards covering the wharves) for 
lack of means of transportation. Again, the medicines 
at the hospital store, many of the commonest kind, are 
expended — a circumstance of which the commission now 
sitting ought to take very serious cognizance. 

Thus, cheerlessly ends the old year. 
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EFFECTS OP CHARCOAL IN A TENT— COUNCIL OP WAR — ^VARL^ILITY 

OP THE WEATHER — STATE OP THE TROOPS DISASTER IN THE 

TBEMCHES — RETURN TO CAMP — ^DETACHMENT AT KARANI — USE 
OP REGULATION BOOTS IN THE WINTER — ^WANT OP COMMON 
MEDICINES AND COMFORTS FOR THE SICK — ST. GEORGE'S MONAS- 
TERY. 

January 1*/, 1855. — ^Mat the Almighty in his mercy grant 
that the present year may be less fraught with hmnan 
suffering and loss of life than the last^ — and witness the 
tennination of the war. 

Awoke at twelve o'clock last night, by the bells of 
apparently all the ships in the harbour ushering in the 
new year with an original, but not at all an unmusical, 
medley. 

^nd. — Nothing new from camp. A gloomy wet day. 
A part of our baggage, left in store at Scutari, has arrived, 
and we are consequently able to get at some necessary 
articles. Those most required, however, are knocking 
about in the * Kangaroo,' (employed in conveying French 
troops). The baggage-animals have also arrived from the 
same place. On the one hand I am unfortunate, a new 
canteen having apparently been stolen. As regards my 
animals, I am in better luck, both of them having reached 
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this place, not only alive, but in good condition ; whereas 
a large proportion have died and been stolen, or appro- 
priated (report says) by the commissariat. Horses are 
at a premiam now, so many having given in, firom ovet 
work and want of food. 

Srd. — Constant heavy rain last night, and this mean- 
ing as heavy a fall of snow. The roads must necessarily 
be in a wretched state, and the carriage of huts, now 
more urgently required than ever, rendered quite im- 
practicable. Nothing new. Sickness and mortality keep 
very great in camp. My own health has improved mudi 
since I have been on board, though the dysenteric affec- 
tion remains ; and I am still, though to a less degree, 
considerably emaciated. 

4tt. — Hail of a very large size — as big as snow- 
drops, frozen snow, in fact — ^fell last night and evening. 
To-day, very thick and continued snow. Huts, cal- 
culated to hold 2500 men, are now here — a tantalizing 
circumstance, as well as one associated with sad reflec- 
tions as to the loss of life that might have been saved by 
human foresight. Eight hundred sick are at this moment 
waiting for conveyance to Scutari. 

btL — ^An intensely hard frost, continuing all day. 
Three officers (two of the artillery), rumoured to have 
been suffocated by charcoal in their tents. A council of 
war to-day, at which Omar Pasha was present — having 
arrived from Varna for the purpose. 

6M. — Frost and snow continue. Two more officers 
said to have been suffocated by charcoid. One divisicm 



Digitized by 



Google 



VARIABILITY OF WEATHER. 239 



has been four days without the issue of rations^ It is 
admitted as hopeless to attempt to get the huts up to 
catnp ; the horses being quite insufficient for their con- 
veyance. Officers are told, however, that on requisition, 
signed by their commanding officers, they may obtain 
planks to erect huts — a nice sequel to the provident 
arrangements of government. The public at home pro- 
bably labor under the impression that we are comforta- 
bly put up in them. 

ItL — ^Frost continues very hard, but the sun came 
out warm in the middle of the day ; a tendency to snow 
notwithstanding. 

Some scandalous circumstances are transpiring, con- 
nected with the transport of goods to the troops here. 
A supply of wine for the Guards appears to have been 
actually broken into and ransacked on board a ship of 
war, while being conveyed to this place. The number of 
parcels, too, which have *' miscarried^' is very great. 
Two officers said to have died in camp from cold. 

8/A. — ^A thaw, followed in the evening by frost again. 
Weather now very mild. Reports of negotiations going 
on for peace. Several large ships of war, the St. Jean 
d'Acre and others, have arrived to strengthen the Black 
Sea Fleet. 

9M. — Another mild spring day. The 'Gottenburgh,' 
and two other transports arrived with huts. 

Took a walk to what is called the Point; i.e., the apex 
of the huge rock to the right of the entrance of the har- 
bour, on which, in the midst of the ruins of the Genoese 
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fortificatioiis, a telegraph worked with Maryatt's signab 
is in use. The ascent was rather steep and trying to me 
as an invafid ; but on reaching the summit, tenninatiiig 
precipitously seaward, the scene was fine and bold — ^weH 
repaying the walk. To the left, looking seaward, a 
rocky bay formed by very lofty, and in some parts, per- 
pendicular dif^ ; others more shelving so as to admit of 
the growth of small pine trees, now covered with snow, 
and suggestive of bears and foxes. About the centre of 
this bay lies part of the wreck of the ill-fated ' Prince,' 
This is the locality where so many vessels were sunl: 
during the storm of the 14th of November. The view, 
on looking down to the little harbour of Balaklava filled 
with ships, is veiy striking. The entrance would appear 
perfectly hidden firom sight at sea. A bend like the tq) 
of the letter S giving the impression, I imagine, of the 
bay terminating dose to the entrance, and being merdy 
a slight indentation of the coast. 

lOtt. — A wet, raw day with occasional hail. No- 
thing to record. An officer, who has kept a barometer 
in his tent, told me, that about Christmas Day, he no- 
ticed a difference of 80® on two successive days ; on the 
first, the glass standing at 31^ on the second at 62^ 
The variation in temperature appears to be much greater 
than in Great Britain at the same season of the year. 

Wih. — A fine day, but in the latter part, cold, over- 
cast and threatening snow. Rumours from camp of the 
adhesion of Prussia to the cause of the Western Powers. 

The effective (?) strength of the army is now said to 
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l3e reduced to 12,000, induding the large reinforcements 
recently arrived. The 46th,, I am told by one of their 
officers, have only one hundred and twenty men at duty. 
In the battalions of Guards there are about the same 
number in each, estimated as ''effective;" and this is 
probably about the average of other corps. The whole 
of the medical officers of my battalion are now sick, — 
one, the surgeon, with jaundice and affection of the liver, 
two others with fever of an intermittent character, arising 
firom wet and cold, and myself with dysentery. The first- 
mentioned, resumes duty to-day; and so great an improve- 
ment has taken place in my own health, that I expect to 
return to camp on the 15th. 

Went on a foraging tour, as a preliminary experiment, 
to try my strength. 

From a ship just arrived from Scutari, I got a 
great prize, consisting of some tolerable eggs. Bread is 
now to be obtained at an enterprising French baker's ; 
the moderate sum of 2s. being given for the description 
of loaf, I think, termed " three- penny " in England. 
French butter, pretty good, 2s. 6d., and candles, 2s. 6d. 
per pound. 

12M. — A bitter cold, snowy day, more severe, I think, 
than any we have yet had. Nothing new from camp, 
except a general increase of privation and disease. Frost- 
bite, terminating frequently in mortification of the toes, 
very prevalent ; arising, doubtless, from exposure to cold 
in the trenches, acting on constitutions previously en- 
feebled and predisposed by scurvy. 

R 
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I never knew, until to-day, that aft^r the Battle of 
Balaklava, a harried order was sent to the store ships to 
reload and get out of harbour as quickly as possible : 
instructions severely commented on by the commissariat ; 
as, consequently, when the panic was over, everything was 
found disarranged, and many stores lost and damaged. 

IStA, — A similar day to yesterday, but rather less 
inclement. Very heavy cannonading during the night, 
said to have arisen from an attack on the French and 
English batteries, and terminating in the capture of two 
of the enemy's redoubts (?). We also hear that the 
* Kangaroo,' with French troops from Marseilles, has run 
ashore at the Katschka ; which leads me to entertaia 
considerable misgivings as to whether my baggage, to- 
gether with the eflfects, more or less, of every one in the 
regiment, will reach land and their owners. I should in 
that case have to regret the loss of my journal,* which, 
however poor in a literary point of view, is of value to me 
for the sake of my friends. I have already alluded to our 
effects at Scutari — those left in charge of a sergeant 
having been broken into and various articles stolen. Thus 
we are destined to suffer rather severely from the con- 
tingencies of service in this particular respect. 

Went again foraging amongst the ships recently ar- 
rived ; my leave being nearly up. The results were 
sundry pounds of split-peas for soup, given to me as '*a 
favor " at a high price. Also some tins of preserved milk, 

* After landing in the Crimea, my notes were necessarily made in 
a memorandum book, carried in a hayresack. 
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arrow-root, and potatoes, secured with great difSculty, and 
of questionable quality. Add to these, an old tin pan and 
plate, the former for washing in. How these things — 
together with a rough stretcher bedstead, covered with 
old sail-cloth, a small portable table and stool, all made 
by the ship's carpenter, and a Maltese stove, — are to be 
conveyed to camp, is a matter, as yet, of utter specula- 
tion. The leading articles in the papers are, at last, be- 
ginning to comment severely on the contrast afforded by 
our want of *' system " in every department, to that of 
the French. The huts, of which a few have been erected 
for stores, at Balaklava, are said to be comfortable build- 
ings ; a circumstance the more mcntifying to those who 
ought to have been their legitimate occupants. 

\4tth (SundayJ. — A very cold, snowy day. A repcwrt 
current of another surprize in our trenches last night, 
occurring to the 68th regiment, and said to have resulted 
in sixteen men and an officer being taken prisoners, to- 
gether with the warm clothing of the picquets. The 
encampment of the Guards and 97th, is about to be 
vacated, and occupied by the French, who are to under- 
take the protection of the right of the position (right 
attack). It would seem the ships in harbour have had 
a narrow escape from being blown up ; a transport with 
an immense quantity of powder having taken fire. 

15M. — Snow heavy during the night, with frost ; the 
latter continuing all day. The 'Kangaroo/ it seems, 
has got off shore, and is expected here daily. Rejoined 
my regiment in camp. The road much better than I 
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expected ; the snow hardened and trodden down, fiUing 
up the ruts. 

16M. — Cold very great during the past night. Some 
idea may be formed of the temperature, from the fa^t ot 
mustard, fresh made, freezing a few minutes after, and 
water in a drinking cup being converted into the same 
state. Washing necessarily gone through hurriedly, as 
the fragments of ice rather impeded the operation. The 
sick, of course, are very numerous. I prescribed to-day 
for about one hundred and forty men, supposed to be 
lighter cases, attending as "convalescents." They were 
affected with scurvy in its worst form, frost-bite, and dy- 
sentery, but fortunately no cholera. The hospital-tents are 
filled with patients suffering fit>m the same diseases, to- 
gether with several cases of mortification of the toes. Un- 
fortunately, at the present time, there are no means cl 
removing men to Balaklava ; French charity, on which 
we have hitherto depended so much, being possibly over- 
taxed and exhausted. We hear that the hospital at 
Scutari is so full, that the last batch of invalids had to 
remain on board ship there ; the mortality being, more- 
over, about fifty daily on shore. 

The other night a determined sortie was made by 
the Russians on the French, who are reported to have 
resorted to a ruse ; viz., spiked their guns with wood, in 
order to occupy time until further reinforcements arrived, 
when they drove the enemy vigorously back. 

nth. — Nothing to record but a continuance of cold 
and snowy weather. The country everywhere presents a 
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bleak, wintry appearance. Writing now difficult — the ink 
fireezing instantaneously. Everything containing the least 
moisture is converted to a solid mass ; as, for instance, 
tooth and nail brushes, which resemble pieces of board. 

IStA. — ^A fine day, and the sun coming out occa- 
sionally, but in the interval very cold. We burn char- 
coal generally during the day in rude braziers (old mess 
kettles with holes punched in), or Maltese stone stoves. 
Fuel is procured easily at Balaklava, but there is much 
difficulty in getting it up. The men, on the whole, are 
vrretchedly off^ in this respect, there being few roots or 
bushes left, and those so covered with snow, now, as to 
render the process of finding them, a work of either 
instinct or chance. 

19/^. — ^Another mild day, the snow having thawed, 
and towards evening the ground became very sloppy. 
There were rumours of an intended attack last night, it 
being the Greek festival of Twelfth Night ; when, it was 
inferred, the Russians would be rather jolly and pugna- 
cious. Nothing, however, transpired, although many 
regiments were ready, under arms. 

Received orders to accompany a detachment of about 
one hundred and fifty men, and three officers from the 
Brigade of Guards, in relief of a similar party, occupied 
during the last month in making gabions. The encamp- 
ment is near a village called " Karani." We leave to- 
morrow morning at eight o'clock. 

20M. — The morning as mild as a day during April 
in England. A thaw took place during the night, and 
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the road, consequently, was a complete puddle up to tiie 
ankles the whole way. In some ravines, however, the 
water reached to the knees. The officers were toleraUj 
well off, in comparison, being provided with long RussiaD 
leather boots, reaching to the thigh, and drawn over the 
trousers ; these keep out the wet so well, that at the 
end of the march, I only felt one of my feet rather damp. 
The poor men were very differently situated. Their 
short regular ankle boots — shoes they ought rather to be 
termed — were quite useless as a defence from water. 
Thus, another addition to the many examples daily met 
with, was afforded, of Government mismanagement ; as 
the men ought, long ago, to have been in possession erf 
the cow hide or other similar boots, mentioned a consi- 
derable time back, as coming out for the troops. The 
march, although only about four miles, we lengthened 
into an unnecessary detour, which made it very fagging. 
One poor man dropped dead in his tent soon after arrival, 
whilst removing his clothes. He had been long ailing 
with dysentery, but did not complain or fall out of the 
ranks. This sad and sudden result has been noticed 
repeatedly out here amongst men affected previously with 
chronic (camp) dysentery. Karani is a small hamlet ; of 
sufficient importance, however, to possess a chapel (Greek 
of course). The inhabitants are, I believe, chiefly of that 
persuasion. The former resembles rather an Irish village. 
It is situated in a ravine, devoid of trees (a few in gar- 
dens cut down for fire wood), and about two miles 
distant from Balaklava. The French have appropriated 
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tiie beet part of the village for various purposes, the 
X^rovost Marshal's residence being the best known. The 
^English have the remainder, in which, a kind of infir- 
mary for sick horses from the cavalry camp (a mile off), 
is established. 

On the march, I was very forcibly struck with the 
contrast between our men and the French troops (whose 
encampments we passed by). Our Allies seemed pictures 
of rude health, well, and cleanly clad too ; ours, of course, 
the reverse in all respects. However, the French have 
four or five nights in the week in bed; the British, 
scarcely one, entire. Still, I imagine, to system, fore- 
sight, and good arrangements, much of the superiority 
is to be attributed. 

2l8t. — ^A similar day, as regards temperature, to 
yesterday ; my time fully occupied in arrangements con- 
nected with my new charge, and a great part of the after- 
noon in attending to a Zouave, affected with apoplexy, 
firom drink — found, apparently dead, near the camp. He 
is recovering favorably. The state of the ground here, 
affords a strong resemblance to a half-drained bog in wet 
weather — ^the result of a continued thaw. Plenty of 
brushwood and water are procurable. 

22nd. — ^Thaw continues ; temperature as mild as an 
Apnl day. Rode to Balaklava, with the view of getting 
medicine for my sick, and access to my luggage, on 
board the ' Kangaroo,' which, I hear, has at length ar- 
rived. The track lay partly in a deft between rocky 
heights, where the cavalry are encamped. The short dis- 
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taoce fonly hmlf-^-mik from Bibtisn , toecihcr vitktk 
commaxKl of tLe peniBuit cf thear bonn^ nol FoqaBcd 
for more legitimate pmpoees, bsve fTa^iM the iigiiwiift 
to trsDsport aod erect mme famfi. Hie appcanoicae cf t 
kiijd of rode, ** bad^ vood ^ hamkt is this gmn. Ooe 
or two buts, I hear, are being oom-cred to tbe icgmeais 
before Sebastc^x^ for hospital porposes ; a jBUfffMlin g d 
incalculable importaooe. In my opuiian, immedBtch^ 
afber the former arrived, the whok number of nm ii 
each corps, not on duty, fihonld hare been cni|^yed 
together with all availaUe animah, pofalic and private, m 
transporting one or two ap. I find the sid^ here, idatiTdhF 
to their number, aa numerous as at head qnarterB, not- 
witlistanding their exemption from ni^ duty, treocbes, 
piajuets, etc. : the same chiss of diseases preralent aba. 
Tills circumstance clearly shows that the ooostituticxi onoe 
impaired, retains the morbid taint iot a greats or less 
less time, and cannot eliminate it. My duties are Yen- 
unsatisfactory, from the want of medicines, and ahnost 
every necessary comfort. To-day, out iA a list of a doi^ 
remedies, of a common kind, only two in small quantities 
could be obtained from the store. I got on board the 
' Kangaroo,' and sought for my effects, amongst a very 
confused pile of articles. I had made up my mind to 
hear of the loss or damage of a good portion, and there- 
fore was not surprised when our sergeant in charge 
shewed me a bundle of linen, etc., taken from a sailor 
belonging to the ship. He has since absconded. The 
back of my portmanteau was not injured, but the leather 



\ 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOBBERT. 249 

^pped fordUy asunder, at both the top and bottom. In 
nch a huny had the thief been, that he did not even un- 
itrap the division, which had been torn across the hinge 
instead. At present, so long an interval has elapsed since 
I med the contents, that I scarcely know what I have 
lost. I found this journal safe, and other things of most 
Tsfaie, in my estimation, though probably not in that of 
the thief. With my effects tied to the saddle, returning 
to csmp, I, unfortunately, dropped a most useful article, 
which I cannot replace here — a washing basin, — my 
lationa having necessarily been confined to a kind of 
aoop dish. On the whole, however, I feel consoled that 
my loss has not been greater. A saddle and bridle, — 
both invaluable — I fortunately found. Enjoyed, on 
board ship, a hearty lunch of bread, butter and porter 
— unusual luxuries at present. 

The most prominent objects, I should have said, 
visible everywhere in riding, are the carcases of dead 
hone^ ; and (but for the somewhat greater care taken of 
their remains) those of dead men, might be added with- 
out, probably, violating truth. Very conflicting rumours 
relative to the probability of peace, or continued war. 
A sudden change to frost this evening. 

23n/. — A hard frost during the night and to-day. 
Nail-bruftb, etc., again frocen. I understand the IGth of 
this month was considered the coldest day we have yet 
had. I have not been able to explore the adjacent vil* 
U(cc and country 

24ii.— Another fine frosty day. Took a walk 
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through the village, which, on closer inspection, 
lized my preconceived opinions of it. In trying to make 
myself understood, whilst enquiring for eggs and milk, I 
heard a cheerful voice, in my own tongue, emanating from 
an intelligent Irishman attached to the oommissanat 
department, who told me he had been stationed there 
two months. He appeared to have thriven, judging 
from his well-fed appearance, but his residence could iiot> 
I imagine, have been enlivened by any social intercoorse. 
He told me, eggs and milk were with great difficulty pro- 
curable, there being only one cow in the village. As a 
great favor, I could obtain the latter at the moderate 
price of Is. a pint, which some dragoon officers were 
paying. He had been over the monastery of St. George, 
— quite the " lion " of the neighbourhood — about two 
miles distant, and assured me it was well worth visiting. 
He said the monks were very civil. He saw an English- 
man there who had become naturalized in this country. 

The papers say the " Four Points " have been ac- 
cepted by Russia, and we are, most of us I fear, im- 
patient enough to rejoice in the prospect of peace on those 
terms. 

2btA. — Availed myself of a fine day and leisure to 
visit the monastery, which I found about as far distant 
as I had been told. I was quite disappointed in the 
buildings, but agreeably surprised at the picturesque site. 
The monastery consists of two long ranges of two-st(Hied 
buildings— one apparently new and scarcely finished — 
with a corridor on which all the cells open. The whole 
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lot unlike barracks, and filthily dirty. Near the extre- 
xiitj of the building, and facing the sea, is a small cha- 
pel with a cupola, said to have been erected by order of 
tlie present Czar, for the benefit of the inhabitants of 
Sel)astopol. It seems they come here in summer, and 
combine drunkenness and devotion together. Outside 
the walls of the monastery there is also a larger chapel for 
the use of the monks. The whole is in a state of great 
disorder — ^the buildings partly unroofed, rails round the 
chapel torn up, etc. — the results of the storm of the 
14th. Of course the latter was pronounced by the 
monks, a dispensation of Providence against us; but 
when the comparatively little loss suffered became known, 
they changed their opinions, and said the devil protected 
his own. The view facing the sea is most charming and 
picturesque. A shelving zig-zag path leads past several 
small terraces planted with vines and shrubs, to a beau- 
tiful Uttle sheltered bay, on the smooth beach of which 
the water scarcely ripples. As most people are aware, 
there is no fixed tide, and the sea, except duriug a storm, 
is always perfectly tranquil. Rising abruptly from the 
beach, and, I should think, about fifty feet from the main 
land, is a partly-isolated, conical-shaped rock ; so lofty, 
that I am afraid to hazard a conjecture as to its height, 
although the altitude is still considerably below the site 
of the monastery itself. However, looking down from 
the latter, a monk walking at the base appeared like a 
mere insect. The height of the cliff seemed to me far 
to exceed that of the loftiest coast I had seen in Ireland. 
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By a freak of nature, an almost exactly similar mass, in 
every respect, rises from the sea in like manner, about a 
quarter of a mile further down the coast towards Sebas- 
topol, forming an abrupt boundary, to the right of the 
little bay. The rocks at this part are lofty and precipi- 
tous. There is also a little barren islet a few hundred 
yards from the beach, and, dose to land, two smialler 
masses of the same kind of rock. In the summer the 
locaUty must be. charming and poetical, recalling in mj 
mind the beautiful stanza in CAilde Harold: — 

" More blest the life of godly Eremite, 
Such as on lonely Athos may be seen 
Watching at eve upon the giant height 
Which looks o'er waves so bine, skies so serene. 
That he who there at such an hour hath been, 
Will wistful linger in that hallowed spot ; 
Then slowly tear him from the witching scene, 
Sigh forth one wish that such had been his lot, 
And turn to hate a world he had almost forgot." 

As regards the internal economy of the building, it 
is now under the protection of the French, who have a 
camp adjacent. The monks, previous to the war, num- 
bered seventy : now there are only nineteen in residence, 
and two popes (priests); the remainder having taken 
refuge in Sebastopol, before the siege commenced. They 
are clad, like the Greek clergy generally, in dark brown 
or black stuff gowns, with square-shaped caps of the 
same color. Their hair, plaited into two tails, hangs 
over the shoulders. The superior, a mild middle-aged 
man. Their stock of provisions having been used up, 
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they are said to be living on very poor fare, and chiefly 
dependent on French charity for their maintenance. 

A Russian lady walking on the terrace, was pointed 
out as being under surveillance for being suspected of 
correspondence with the enemy. She bore traces of 
having been handsome, and perambulated about with 
" quite an air," as ladies say of each other. She did not 
appear in the least degree disconcerted by the presence 
of strangers, and we afterwards saw her chatting (flirt- 
ing?) cheerfuUy with a gallant Frenchman. The sun 
happened to come out a Uttle, and she flourished a pa- 
rasol. Her dress was a close-fitting crimson silk affSEdr. 
Her head covered with a kind of yashmak of muslin. 
I subsequently heard that this lady was the wife of a 
Russian officer, and resided at Karani at the time it fell 
into the hands of the AlUes. Fortunately some British 
officers were present there to afford her protection and 
safety. 

Met with the man alluded to by my Irish acquaint- 
ance as having become naturalized, and had a chat with 
him. He was an anxious-looking, elderly person (about 
fifly-five years of age), shabbily dressed. I understood he 
had been employed in the dock-yard, I think, for seven 
years, and, probably, resided out of the citadel, as he 
said he had been dispossessed by the French of all his 
property, and now dwelt with his fetmily in one of the 
vacant cells — a kind of prisoner at large. I inferred, (but 
did not ask,) that his wife was a native of this country, 
as he told me his children, whom I saw, spoke the Rus- 
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sian language ; but I subsequently ascertained she was a 
German. The children were pretty and fair-haired. 

I learnt some interesting facts from him relative to 
the climate, by which my impressions o( its extreme 
variability are confirmed. He said that the winters 
were frequently very mild, though the present was an ex- 
ception, being unusually severe. From the middle of Ife- 
bruary, generally fine weather, — although when the ncnrth 
wind blows, which it does suddenly even in the height 
of summer, the cold is very great. March, I understood 
him, to be very variable, owing to this cause. 

The weather continues fine and frosty. Last night, 
all the fluids in the tent were frozen. 

The efiective force of the French, I hear, amounts to 
75,000 — some contrast to ours. 

I mentioned some days ago being called to a Zouave 
affected with apoplexy, whose life " hung in a balance." 
He rallied in the evening, and to my surprise, on look- 
ing out of my tent on the following morning, I saw my 
friend, standing by the servants' fire, smoking a pipe 
with his hands in his pockets, and looking as uncon- 
cerned as if yesterday's business was an every-day occur- 
rence. The Zouave, therefore, I am inclined to consider 
as an " animal " tenacious of life. 

26th. — ^Another severe frost last night continuing 
throughout the day. Rode to Balaklava, and went on 
board my old abode, the ' Rocklifie.' All my companions 
in sickness had left, with the exception of two. The cap- 
tain sold me half a sheep, which, I must confess, was my 
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3hief motive in visiting the ship — together with the at- 
traction of a lunch. 

I hear, a vessel containing Christmas paddings for the 
trcK>p8 has arrived, — ^probably, like other good things, 
they will not reach us. Our parcels have been shame- 
fully delayed by the agents in London who undertook to 
forward them. Several hundred Spanish mules have 
arrived for the commissariat. The huts are getting up 
to the front by degrees ; at the rate, I believe, of one for 
each regiment or brigade — I forget which — ^weekly. No- 
thing new as regards the siege. Peace a prevailing topic. 
27 tk. — A continuance of fine, frosty weather, like an 
English winter, up to last night, when it became windy 
with mild showers. To-day is rather unsettled, but it 
cleared up towards evening. 

28tt, fSundayJ. — A sharp frost again last night. Fine 
to-day. Took a ride to Lord Raglan's quarters, distant 
about a mile from hence, and near the French and Turk- 
ish encampments. It is a large, plain, substantial look- 
ing farm-house, surrounded by the remains of vineyards. 
There were no visible signs of animation in the vicinity, 
except a sentry and some poultry. In the adjacent yard 
are numerous tents, etc., pertaining to the Head Quar- 
ters' Staff. 

29M. — Weather continues fine and moderately frosty. 
30M. — ^Weather extremely variable. All tempera- 
tures during the twenty-four hours. Took a walk this 
afternoon to the top of a lofty hill near the camp, from 
whence I had an extensive view, taking in the whole 
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valley of Inkermann flanked with its white '' table/' and 
a great part of the camp, entrance to Sebastopol, and 
the coast beyond; seaward, to the left, the range of 
cliffis beyond Balaklava were visible. These exceed in 
height even those of St. Geoi^'s Monastery. 

81^^. — A slight frost during the night ; to-day it is 
bitter cold with a little snow. The charcoal, owing to a 
sad want of arrangement at Balaklava, has not been 
issued to us, and we are compeUed to undergo the dis- 
comfort of burning roots in our tents to avoid the greater 
misery of cold. Nothing new. 
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h. 8KEIJST0N COBPS — MORAL RESULTS OF WAR — STRENGTH OF THE 
BRIGADE OF GUARDS — ^PROGRESS OF THE SIEGE — IMPROVEMENTS 
AT BALAKLAYA — DISASTROUS RECONNAISSANCE — REMOVAL OF THE 

BRIGADE TO BALAKLAVA CHANGE IN THE WEATHER AGAIN 

ANCIENT RUINS — ^DOG HUNTING — " SPRING MEETING" — BEACH AT 

ST. George's. 

February \st. — ^Weather as mild, and finer than an 
April day in England. Rode to Balaklava to try and 
get leave to move some of my sick, who are sinking 
from want of comforts and medicine. In the former 
effort I succeeded, but learnt there was not actually a 
single grain, of many of the most common medicines, in 
store ! As an instance of the lamentable extent to which 
disease has prevailed in some corps, I may mention, that 
when the 63rd regiment (one of the so-called acclima- 
tized regiments from the Mediterranean), were ordered to 
proceed to Balaklava recently, they being pronounced in- 
effective from disease, the return sent in of men able to 
march, included seven privates and noncommbsioned 
officers, and four officers. Some will have it that but 
one private appeared on parade. 

The 39th regiment (last arrived) has been judiciously 
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kept down in the vicinity of Balaklava, and are thus ena- 
bled to get a number of their huts up. They are suffering 
very little from the prevailing sickness. More clothing for 
the army appears to have arrived, as I saw some artil- 
lery with long unblocked leather boots, and Macintosh 
coats. I witnessed a sight to-day that would scarcely 
be credited in England, viz., a corpse stitched in a 
blanket, carried by two men on a stretcher, and " canted" 
into a grave — in fact, buried like a dog. I saw another 
approaching, a short way off, probably intended to be 
thrown into the same grave. This occurred in a piece of 
ground allotted for burial, adjacent to the road, and close 
to Balaklava, and which was subsequently levelled and 
built over. As a further sad proof of the " moral effect ** 
of war, I may add that crowds of soldiers and others 
were passing by, and the sight I have mentioned ap- 
peared to attract neither notice nor comment. 

2nd. — A mild, wet day. Nothing new. 

Srd. — Certainly this is the very type of a variable 
climate. Yesterday, I have said, was quite a spring day. 
In the evening it rained heavily, like summer showers, 
and continued to do so when I turned in at eleven 
o'clock. It blew violently during the night, and the tem- 
perature appeared to me, cold — or rather, not antici- 
pating a sudden change in the weather, I concluded I 
must be unwell. On looking out, however, this morning, 
I found that frost and snow had set in. The latter has 
not fallen in large quantity yet; but there is a high wind, 
and intense cold. Every thing liquid or moist, is frozen ; 
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t-be ink I am writing with, becomes little pellets of ice in 
a minute or two, and the process is thus rendered diffi- 
cult. We are in a valley, comparatively sheltered, there- 
fore the cold on the heights may be imagined. 

4M (BundayJ. — A cold, wintry day. The ground 
cx>vered with a thin layer of snow. There has been less 
i^ind, however, and therefore the temperature is not so 
low as yesterday. Still, every thing liquid is frozen in a 
short time. My sponge, on attempting to use it, I found 
adhering fast to an adjacent saddle, and converted to a 
hard ball. Symptoms of vegetation, nevertheless, I ob- 
serve in places where the sur£Eice of the ground has thawed 
a little ; bulbous roots are sprouting. Nothing new from 
camp, except the arrival there of the new Brigadier- 
General, Lord Rokeby, late of the Scots Fusilier Guards. 
He is said to have been greatly affected by their wasted 
and dejected appearance, when he saw the brigade as- 
sembled. His object was to acquaint them of Her Ma- 
jesty's interest in their welfare. 

6<A. — ^Weather again much milder, threatening rain. 
Part of the Imperial Guard of France arrived some days 
ago. 

6M. — Occasional rain. The firing has, apparently, 
been much brisker during the last few days. 

7M. — Quite a spring morning, terminating in heavy 
showers in the afternoon. A report, — very agreeable 
news, — that the Guards are to be encamped in the vi- 
cinity of Balaklava, vice the Highland Brigade and some 
other corps recently arrived, who have not been up to the 

8 2 
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heights. Rumours of a contemplated attack by the Rus- 
sians under Luders (P), on Balaklava. 

St A. — ^An alarm last night at Balaklava, and the 
troops there consequently got under arms for several 
hours. Another spring day : the temperature during the 
past night positively too warm, vsdth the usual bed-clothes. 
Heavy " summer" showers during the after-part of the 
day. 

9/A. — A continuance of spring weather ; foggy in the 
morning, sun-shine after, and heavy showers during the 
evening and night. Nothing new. 

10/A. — Experienced to-day a warning of the conse- 
quences of burning charcoal without proper precautions. 
There was a slight fall of snow last night, which lay on 
the surface of the tent, excluding the air more than 
usual. As customary, one of the servants brought the 
stove in, early in the morning. An hour or so after, on 
getting up, the other occupant of my tent and self suf- 
fered from severe headache, the consequence of the 
carbon not being suflSiciently mixed with the oxygen of 
the air. On comparing notes, we found that exactly the 
same result had occurred to an officer in an adjacent tent. 
It was during a snow-storm, that the deaths fit)m the 
employment of charcoal which I have alluded to before, 
took place. A change of ministry rumoured. 

lit A. — ^A snowy and extremely cold day; tempera- 
ture very low. Looking wistfully forward to bed-time ; 
bed, under such circumstances, and temporary oblivion, 
being our best resources. 
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12M. — ^A mild, and rather fine morning. Wind 
Uew very strong and in gusts during the night, and is 
still heavy at intervab. Nothing new, except that the 
*' navvies" have begun operations, and the rails are al- 
ready laid through the main street of Balaklava. The 
effective (?) strength of the Brigade of Guards returned 
at about three hundred and fifty men. 

13M. — ^A perfect spring day, mild, sunshiny and 
showery; the larks singing cheerfully in the morning. 
Sat with the door of the tent open during the greater 
part of the day, vnthout feeling in the least cold. 

14/A. — A continuance of delightful weather. In a 
walk this afternoon I found wild crocuses and snowdrops, 
exactly resembling those cultivated in English gardens. 
The former have an agreeable perfume, like wallflower. 
Bulbous roots seem to abound in the Crimea. 

15M. — ^The same as yesterday, as regards weather. 
The heat last night obliged me to throw off part of the 
bed clothes, and my Canadian night cap — an invaluable 
companion hitherto. To-day it has been positively too 
warm in the tent. The information given me by the old 
gentleman at the monastery, is being very accurately 
borne out. It is said that a reconnaissance of Liprandi's 
army, by a large body of French, accompanied by a part 
of the Light Division, is to take place to-morrow : an 
engagement considered not improbable, I believe. The 
enemy are thought to have retreated to some distance 
from this neighboiu'hood. The French effective force, 
computed at about 80,000. Typhus fever prevalent, and 
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fatal in the hospitals of the Guards. I have happily 
succeeded in effecting the removal of my worst cases on 
board ship, by various modes of transit; commissariat 
carts, cavaby horses, and an ambulance. Since the fine 
weather set in, I fancy there is some amendment in the 
health of the detachment. The remnant of the English 
force, it seems, is to be concentrated somewhere in the 
centre of the ground occupied by the allies, and the 
French ; I understand, to undertake the defences of the 
redoubts, now held by the Guards and other corps. Sir 
George Brown rejoined about a week ago. 

16/A. — Weather still as favorable ; singularly mild, 
with occasional showers. The troops for the reconnais- 
sance left to-day, passing across the valley of Inkermann. 
They numbered about 15,000, entirely French. I under- 
stand, the fire from the batteries has of late been kept up, 
almost entirelj'^ by the enemy ; the French responding 
occasionally. Our's has nearly ceased — except an occa- 
sional shell. The Russians have added greatly to their 
defences, and it is computed that they will have at least 
five hundred pieces of ordnance, to bear against some 
three hundred and fifty on the part of the allies. We are 
erecting two fifteen-gun batteries in firont of Peel's (or 
the twenty-gun). 

The papers seem to have erred in saying the garri- 
son are hard pressed for food. A large number of carts, 
etc., are seen passing every now and then, by a road un- 
assailable by the allies, to the north side of the town, and 
water side; from whence the provisions are carried across 
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the harbour in boats. Deserters say the mortality in the 
town, has been very great, from disease, and that there 
are but 20,000 inhabitants left, — chiefly soldiers. All 
except the lowest class have departed long ago. Very con- 
flicting rumours on the likelihood and period of an assault; 
also as to the part the navy are to take. The French are 
said to be sapping vigorously toward the enemy's works. 
nti. — ^Yesterday evening the wind changed to a cold 
quarter, and there was a moderate frost during the night. 
To-day it is deUghtfully fine, and a bracing frosty air. 
The ground has dried up almost completely. I rode into 
Balaklava to-day, and even in the streets there, the mud 
has become hard. The vicinity of that filthy little place, 
looked more cheery than I have ever yet seen it. Every 
department, and individual, appeared desirous of availing 
themselves of the improved means of transit, and the roads 
were crowded vnth men, horses and carts. There, the 
railway is progressing very rapidly, the " navvies" being 
at work all night, and the rails appear to be already 
laid (at intervals), to the extent of nearly a mile. The 
completion of it, (contingent, however, greatly on the 
weather), is looked for in about a month's time. At 
last too, the rascally shopkeepers have been turned out, 
and the houses in humble imitation of the French, are 
marked, according to the different government stores, etc., 
they contain. The evicted tenants are re-opening busi- 
ness half a mile off, at Kade-koi, in the vicinity of the 
cavahry ; but the arrival of the numerous ships with pro- 
visions, at comparatively low prices, wiU, it is to be 
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hoped, prevent the former carryiDg on their victimizing 
trade with advantage. My object was to visit a ship, 
chartered by Lord Blantyre, and others, containing all 
kinds of— to ns — luxuries, at cost (?) price. I could only 
leave a list, however, of what I desired, as the Highland 
brigade, are to have their wants first supplied. A second 
ship, despatched by the same considerate parties, is ex- 
pected a few days later. A very unpleasant stench 
already exists from the diying mud, offal, etc., and unless 
some sanatory precautions are adopted, we may apprehend 
with almost certainty, a pestilence. Typhus fever already 
exists in the regiments stationed near the town, as well 
as in the camp. I see parties of Turks are now engaged 
in burying the horses, which lie in large numbers about 
the country —a very necessary proceeding. 

18/A (Sunday). — A fine, frosty day. Some snow fell 
yesterday afternoon and evening, though not in \ss^ 
quantities. It still lies on the ground. I saw a letter 
in the paper, confidently asserting that from the middle 
to the end of February is the most severe period of the 
Crimean winter. I trust my old Mend of the monastery 
will, however, prove the best authority. 

19M. — Wind keeps cold, and weather rather unset- 
tled, and squally. The Russians have attacked the Turkish 
army at Eupatoria, and have been repulsed with some 
loss, and the capture of a number of scalmg ladders, vnth 
which, it is presumed, they intended to take the town. 
Accurate particulars of the affair have not yet transpired. 
An anecdote at the expense of the authorities here, is 
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going round the camp — sufficiently ludicrous, if true. A 
ship, inunediately after her arrival in harbour, was boarded 
by some official, with instructions for her to proceed 
at once to Constantinople. This was accordingly done. 
When she had got as far as Varna, it came out, in casual 
conversation between the gentleman and the skipper, that 
the object of the mission on which the ship was so sud- 
denly ordered, was to bring up a supply of the very article 
(boots, I believe) she had then on board. This, the wise 
authorities of Balaklava had not been aware of, or for- 
gotten. Of course, the vessel had to be put about, and 
return here. 

20tA. — ^Further proof of the extreme variability of the 
climate afforded this morning. Last night, on going to 
bed, though windy, it was mild enough Jlo induce me to 
take my socks off. The change to cold in the middle of 
the night, obUged me to put them on, and, as the best 
mode of proceeding, I covered myself entirely with the 
bed clothes, leaving only a hole to breathe out of. This 
morning I found every article in the lower half of my tent 
(including a great part of my bed), covered by a thick 
layer of snow, which had blown in through the various 
apertures of the dilapidated canvass. Fortunately my 
clothes, in the upper part, were dry. 

The cold, I think, greater than on any previous day, 
except, perhaps, the 16th of January. Washing in the 
iced water almost made one howl with pain. It is dreadM 
to think of the sufferings of the poor men in the trenches 
last night. Unfortunately too, we hear, the British 
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forces at Balaklava, including cavalry, were out during 
the greater part of it. The former (British) my informant 
saw retmming this morning, looking much cut up, cavalry 
especially, from the sudden inclemency of the weather. A 
large body of French, about 15,000, we are told, have 
now gone out. 

21*/. — A fine frosty morning ; the sun coming out 
afterwards with considerable power. No more snow for- 
tunately. The expedition alluded to yesterday, seems to 
have been very disastrous ; the cavalry ammunition some- 
how falling into the hands of the Cossacks (?). The French 
troops did not go, their General having anticipated the 
bad weather. He sent word to Lord Raglan to that effect, 
and the latter despatched an Aide-de-Camp to delay the 
British. Unfortunately the messenger lost his way, and 
the troops had already marched. The state of our cavalry 
may be imagined from the fact, I believe, of about one 
hundred and eighty men, altogether, being found available. 
One of the Light Cavalry corps turned out four ; another 
six men(!). The expedition, without the cavahy, is to leave 
again, we hear, this evening, vsdth three days* provisions ; 
their object being to capture a body of the enemy, who are 
themselves in pursuit of the Turkish army in the rear (?). 

A rather serious circumstance is rumoured, viz., that 
General Foret and some other French officers are under 
arrest, for suspected treasonable commuilications with the 
enemy. They are reported to have been seen in too 
close communication with the latter, and to have re- 
vealed plans of the French batteries. 
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The move of the Brigade of Guards begins on the 
23rd ; the regiments to leave on separate days, and 
occupy the huts of the 39th, and additional ones erected 
near Balaklava. The Grenadier Guards go first. This 
detachment is not to rejoin until all the regiments are 
located there. 

22nd. — A frosty, cold morning, threatening more 
snow. It held up fine, however, all day. Detachments 
from various corps, which arrived in the ' Canadian ' a 
week ago, have marched up to the front. Report says 
that if the weather had admitted of the reconnaissance 
being carried well into effect, a detached body of the 
enemy, about 2000 in number, must have been cut off. 

2Srd. — ^A hard frost last night ; fortunately no more 
snow. To-day fine. Rode to Balaklava to get pro- 
visions fi:om the * Anne Mc Clean." Nothing new. The 
Grenadier Guards moved to-day. 

24M. — A fine frosty morning ; snow still lies on the 
ground, but none fresh has fallen. Heavy firing, both 
cannon and musketry, during the night, thus accounted 
for this morning : — 

The French — a detachment (strength of which I have 
not heard) consisting of Zouaves and a body of marines 
— attacked a mud battery of the Russians in front of the 
round tower (Malakoff) last night. They took it, were 
in their turn assaulted by a larger body of the enemy, 
and, owing to the misconduct of the marines, who bolted, 
the former regained possession of the fort, and the French 
had to retreat, with the loss, according to the most pro- 
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bable version, of about seventeen officers killed and 
wounded, and one hundred men. A general also was 
severely wounded. Our Allies will probably make ano- 
ther assault, and, it is to be hoped, a more soccessfdl 
one. 

The correspondent of the Morning Herald speaks 
confidently of Sebastopol not being taken before the end 
of March, or beginning of April. The same authority 
states that my corps has consisted, from the embarkation 
up to the date of his letter, of 1562 men, of whom two 
hundred and ten only, are now doing duty. 

The Ck)ldstream Guards marched from the front to 
Balaklava. Sun very warm at mid-day. A fine mild 
day, terminating in the evening in light showers. No- 
thing new. Railway progressing satisfiactorily. 

26M. — Last evening was very mild ; during the eariy 
part of night quite warm, and this morning it is cold, 
threatening snow. We hear that the enemy have sunk 
three more men-of-war at the entrance of the harbour; 
also that the ' Sidon ' has captured a barque trying to 
get into Sebastopol. The cargo of the latter not 
known. Rumours of Lord Raglan being about to re- 
sign, or submit to a court of enquiry : the former thought 
most likely. A French soldier found by one of our men 
near Elarani, shot through the heart, and his firelock by 
his side — apparently more like a murder than a suicide. 
Life is too little thought of here now, to admit of more 
than a passing remark on such an event. The loss of 
the French in the attack the other night, I believe, has 
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proved much heavier than I stated, — about three hun- 
dred men Tiotb de combat. 

27tA, — By far the warmest day we have had this 
year, or rather since winter began. The usual clothing 
was quite oppressive when walking, and the closed tent 
still more so. A cold sponge bath in the tent, half opened, 
was very refreshing in the afternoon, after my return from 
a ride to Balaklava. The water, obtained from a spring 
adjacent, was only cool enough to be agreeable. 

An armistice of an hour, for the enemy to bury their 
dead, is said to have taken place to-day. Rumours of 
Lord John Russell being appointed plenipotentiary at 
Vienna during the approaching negotiations for peace. 
An attack on Balaklava still looked for. 

2SiA. — Weather more unsettled, and light rain fell 
during the latter half of the day ; but the temperature 
continued almost as mild as yesterday. My corps moved 
to join the other regiments of Guards to-day. Some of 
the enemy made their appearance in the direction of Ba- 
laklava, and, in consequence, the troops there, were, I 
understand, under arms for a short time. Some of our 
guns are still in progress of conveyance to the batteries. 
I saw a very large one being carried up by the French 
to-day. 

March \st, — ^This month has commenced in a man- 
ner calculated to bear out the predictions of many, — 
that it is the most tiying month during the year, in the 
Crimea. This morning, the temperature sank rapidly. 
Snow set in, and has continued to fall in small quanti- 
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ties, with occasional hail, and a ''cutting" wind all daj, 
up to the period at which I am writing this evening. 
Nothing new. The class of diseases in this detachment 
has materially changed, and is now of a character similtf 
to that prevalent, I believe, throughout the camp, both on 
the heights, and at Balaklava, viz., disorders of the sto- 
mach, engendering fever — first in the ordinary form, and 
subsequently, in many instances, typhus. Scurvy, frost 
bite, and dysentery, in my charge, appear to be disap- 
pearing. 

2nd. — Weather keeps cold, with occasional, slight £eiIIs 
of snow. Took a walk to some old ruins I had previ- 
ously noticed at a distance, when visiting St. George's 
Monastery. The regular outline of a square building 
formed of huge stones, alone remains ; with the exception 
of one part where the wall rises to the height of about 
eight feet, there are only one, or occasionally two stones 
piled up. These latter are huge square blocks, about 
five feet long, three broad, and two deep, placed one 
above another without any cement. They bear unmis- 
takeable evidence of antiquity, being eaten into holes in 
some places and covered with lichens, and other shrubs. 
Slight traces of a partition through the building, and a 
door- way, exist. The size of the enclosure might be about 
forty feet long and twenty broad. I saw some traces of a 
similar but smaller building, about quarter of a mile off. 
What were they ? In my ignorance of antiquarian lore, 
I can only conjecture that they are Cyclopean. The bet 
of there being more than one, and their form^ negative. 
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I think, the supposition which I at first entertained, that 
the building I particularly noticed had been a rude place 
of worship in the early Christian era, when the converts 
are said to have inhabited caves in the adjacent valley of 
Inkermann. The ground in every direction around bears 
no signs of having ever been cultivated. It is a series of 
barren hills, with no wood of any kind to break the vio- 
lence of the wind, which must sweep over the surface 
with great severity from the adjacent sea, only a quarter 
of a mile off. 

It is again reported that the batteries are to open fire 
" in earnest " some ten days hence. Meanwhile all par- 
ties going to the trenches, carry a round shot each man. 
By this means, as the men are relieved twice in twenty- 
four hours, a considerable quantity of ammunition may 
be got up. 

3rd. — A cold day, with occasional sUght falls of snow. 
Nothing to note. From lack of amusement, the oflScers 
have taken to hunting the unfortunate country dogs, sup- 
posing the animal to be a fox : when it lies down ex- 
hausted, the run is over. On the score of humanity, the 
proceeding may be deemed questionable. 

4tA {Sunday). — ^A fine spring day, but the air a little 
frosty, Crocuses and snowdrops, previously nipped and 
destroyed by the sudden severity of the weather, coming 
up in large numbers in every little dell ; together with 
bulbous roots which as yet cannot be recognized. Further 
rumours everywhere, of an approaching assault; on which 
account, many think, on the other hand, that the event will 



Digitized by 



Google 



272 "SPRING MEETING." 

not take place. Even if it does, as the Allies have less 
than three hundred guns to compete vtdth, it is supposed, 
at least six hundred, it by no means follows that we shall 
come off victorious, or that the attack will be productive 
of more important results than the former one. 

5/A. — A delightful spring day with a warm breeze. 
On the night of the 3rd, we heard continued heavy firing 
which has been accounted for as a ruse on the part of the 
French to divert the attention of the enemy, whilst the 
British erected a fresh six-gun battery on the left attack. 

To-day " races" were got up, chiefly by officers of 
the cavalry, and they took place near their camp, — of 
course the quadrupeds being either chargers or baggage 
ponies. The variety in costume, both of riders and spec- 
tators, was very striking. 

A little incident illustrative of the times occurred. 
During an interval between the heats, some one said the 
enemy were in force in the distant plain, and that our 
videttes were driven in by them. Immediately every 
person deserted the course and galloped to a height a 
little way off, where they remained until satisfied that 
there were only a few stray Cossacks, who had probably 
been attracted by our assembling together, and inferred 
a reconnaissance. Several of these, I believe, were made 
prisoners during the day, and two PoUsh officers de- 
serted. 

I was amused to-day at seeing our quarter-master at 
the store in Balaklava, engaged in unpacking huge bales 
and boxes of warm clothing, socks, mufflers, goloshes. 
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etc., of every description — the weather at the time being 
so warm as to cause him and his assistants to perspire 
copiously. As it is, should the warm weather continue 
uninterruptedly, the 'greater part of all these contribu-^ 
tions from the kind public will be literally thrown away 
or destroyed — space, should we have any field operations, 
being the primary consideration. While on the subject, 
I may remark that government clothing, both to officers 
and men, the former particularly, appears to have been 
very unequally distributed — a circumstance possibly aris- 
ing from want of vigilance on the part of quarter- 
masters. Thus the officers of some regiments — artillery, 
cavalry, and those of the corps recently arrived, and 
quartered near Balaklava — have almost a superabundance 
of caps, coats, boots, etc. ; whilst others have received 
few or none. Being on detachment, I have fared indif- 
ferently in this respect, not having received a single 
article from a " gratefrd " country. 

6M. — ^A continuance of most cheering and healthy 
weather. Took another walk to St. George's Monastery 
— my third excursion — this time made with the view of 
descending to the beach. I brought some luncheon in my 
pocket, and the fineness of the day and beauty of the 
scenery adjacent to the shore made me enjoy the excur- 
sion much. The descent was facilitated, as far as the 
precipate nature of the rock admitted, by a very tortuous 
path. About half way is a small pavilion-like building, 
in which I saw a venerable-looking monk sitting. As 
the path was rather indistinct, I knocked at his door, 

T 
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and, in very bad French, asked the way, which he directed 
me to in a better specimen of the same language. I felt a 
little curious to see him, as I presume he was the per- 
sonage I had heard of, as an ex-officer, who, in disgust to 
mankind, had taken the cowl. 

The view on the beach amply repaid me for the pro- 
spective toil of a re-ascent. The altitude of the conical- 
shaped cliflfe I noticed in my former remarks, could be 
much better judged of to-day, and I estimated it at about 
three hundred feet at the least — ^without break or inter- 
ruption. The height of the site of the monastery, I 
should think, eight hundred or a thousand feet above the 
shore. 

I never before saw such pretty pebbles. Many ap- 
peared to me formed of portions of marble and porphyry, 
polished by the friction of the sea ; from amongst them 
I picked up a small agate, some common blood stones, 
and a cat's eye. There are the ruins of several summer- 
houses on the side of the rock. Everything bore the 
stamp of neglect and of the recent storm, or of plunder — 
perhaps all collectively. Immediately below the espla- 
nade on which the convent stands, is a handsome foun- 
tain, made of marble, virith red columns of the same ma- 
terial on each side. I should have said, that hefote de- 
scending, I heard the monks at service. The chanting 
appeared to me good, the voices powerful and mdodioos. 

It is reported that a telegraphic message has be^ re- 
ceived by Lord Raglan, acquainting him with the adhesion 
of Prussia to the Western Powers. The Commander-in 
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Chief, it is said, is not to be recalled. Major-General 
Simpson is coming out as chief of the Staff. 

Our fire from a new battery appears to have much 
injured, some say sunk, one of the men-of-war in the 
harbour, which had been annoying us. 

1th. — Weather continues mild, but very foggy — in- 
dicative of rain, which oune on in the form of a Scotch 
mist, towards the close of the day. This evening, it 
threatens heavy rain. 

We have a report to-day that Lord Raglan has re- 
ceived a telegraphic message from Lord John Russell, at 
Berlin, acquainting him with the death of the Czar — 
most important intelligence, if true. The only doubt en- 
tertained is, whether a mistake may not have occiured 
in the substitution of the word Czar for Czarina, which, 
in German (the language employed), are not very dis- 
similar. The latter event, reasoning a priori, would 
seem much the most probable — the demise of the Em- 
press having been looked for, and even reported errone- 
ously, some time ago. It is, however, to be hoped the 
news may prove substantially correct ; which result is, I 
understand, the more probable, from the telegraph in 
Prussia and Russia being in the hands of government 
officials. Then the Empress, being the King of Prussia's 
sister, any mistake would seem the more improbable as 
well as inexcusable. Lord John Russell too, it may be 
inferred, would scarcely consider the decease of the latter 
an event of sufficient political importance to warrant a 

T 2 
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telegraphic message — so hurried, that not a single par- 
ticular as to the cause, etc., was given. 

Orders have been issued for the party here to be rein- 
forced by any number of men the engineer officer com- 
manding may deem requisite, for the construction of one 
thousand gabions as quickly as possible — a proceeding 
evidently having reference to the approaching assault. 
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NEWS OP THE czar's DEATH — HUNTINa BtJLLOCKS — KABANI RACES 
— enemy's signals — FRENCH SORTIES — A SHORT TRUCE RU- 
MOURED ATTACK BY THE ENEBIY — THIRD " SPRING MEETING** — 

MARKET AT KADE-KOI — ^RAILWAY ACCIDENT — BLACK SEA POO 

METAMORPHOSIS EFFECTED AT KADE-KOI. 



8M. — A POGGT morning, which terminated in the warm- 
est day we have yet had. General Canrobert is said to 
have received confirmation of the Czar's death. A flag 
of truce went in yesterday, when the intelligence, of 
which they had had no previous intimation, was com- 
municated to the enemy, and, I believe, not credited 
by them. Menschikoff, it was then ascertained, had 
been wounded in the leg, at the sortie a few nights back. 
The account of Nicholas's demise, came by way of Bu- 
charest and Varna, by horsemen between the latter places, 
— the interval elapsing after the event, being, it is said, 
only five days. The supposed cause of his death was apo- 
plexy. It is rumoured that the fire of the French batteries 
has sunk two of the enemy's ships, — the Twelve Apostles 
being one. Our AUies, at length, begin to entertain the 
probability of peace. A very stringent sanatory order 



Digitized by 



Google 



278 BLACK SEA FOGS. 

(much needed) is about to be issued by the Commander- 
in-Chief. I have, at last, the day being suitable (!), re- 
ceived an instalment of winter clothing — a kind of tweed 
paletot, lined with wool, apparently made (they are all 
alike), for a man of five feet nothing, with arms propor- 
tionately short ; the " capacity " round the body, however, 
is most ample, as if an alderman had been the model. 
Also two pairs of drawers, two pairs of socks, two under 
shirts, and a comforter, — all these from a benevolent 
Government ! 

9tA. — ^The weather continues just such as would be 
considered setisonable during May, in England; the 
evenings, however, rather chilly, and the stove, with a 
tent partly open, quite bearable. A tendency to rain 
still. Nothing new here. The mail in. The further 
change in the ministry confirmed. The departure of the 
Emperor Napoleon for the Crimea, confidently rumoured 
here, is positively contradicted in the paper of the latest 
date. The death of the Czar will probably at once de- 
termine the question negatively. 

10/^. — Light showers during the night, and mist 
this morning, soon succeeded by another bright, sunny 
day. Light fleecy clouds in the distance, however. 
About three o'clock, p.m., a dense, defined mass, either of 
mist or smoke — at a distance it was almost impossible to 
determine which — appeared creeping up the valley from 
the sea at Balaklava. On approaching, it became evi- 
dent, that this was one of the sudden fogs for which the 
Black Sea is so noted. The atmosphere cleared again 
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in about an hour, but with the close of the evening a repe- 
tition of the fog took place. 

11 ih (Sunday). — Heavy showers during the night. 
Ligbt ones this morning. It cleared up at mid-day, and 
is now a fine evening. Nothing new, except mysterious 
whispers about an impending assault. Both the Grand 
Dukes are said to have left Sebastopol on or about the 
7th inst. The impression of the likelihood of peace, 
from a variety of concurrent circumstances, in connection 
with the death of the Czar, is gaining ground. 

12M. — More spring showers during the day, with 
squalls. An absurd incident occurred this morning. 
Three bullocks, supposed to have been Russian, were 
seen gaUoping past the camp, chased by an officer on 
horseback. Some of our men took firelocks and joined in 
the pursuit. They returned some time after in triumph, 
laden, three of them, with a slaughtered animal. One 
of the party, the tailor of the detachment, carried the 
muskets, another dangled the tail, whilst the third was 
heavily laden with beef; such as, in England, a plough- 
man would not care to partake of, but here goes down 
with gofuL They reminded me of a burlesque, on " a 
return from hunting in the olden time." 

13M. — Heavy showers during the evening and night, 
with sudden gusts of wind. The morning fine, but sky 
occasionally overcast with hght clouds; in fact, the 
weather is what would be considered justly in England, 
that of a delightful and unusually temperate spring. 
The vegetation is coming on very rapidly; grass springing 
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up, and wild flowers, chiefly bulbous, in all directions. 
The wild hyacinth, iris (?), a small yellow, and another 
pink flower, which I am not botanist enough to deter- 
mine the names of. I omitted to mention the arrival 
of Omar Pasha two days ago. He is still here, I believe. 
Nothing of consequence to record as regards the siege. 
The Russian battery, known as the " Garden," said to 
have been rendered almost ineffective by our shells. On 
the other hand, by some mismanagement or the other, a 
good many of our gabions are reported to have fallen 
into the enemy*s hands. Further corroborative intelli- 
gence of the death of the Czar, and peaceable accession of 
his eldest son, Alexander, to the throne. 

14tt. — Heavy showers during the night, and a 
beautiful, seasonable day. More races in the vicinity of 
our camp. They were weU attended by a large number 
of officers, both English and French, and by one lady, 
Mrs. Duberly, the wife of the paymaster of the 8th Hus- 
sars. By a mail just arrived, we learn that intelligence 
of the Czar's death reached England very soon (twelve 
hours) after the event. This evening, heavy firing, appa- 
rently proceeding from the batteries before Sebastopol, is 
audible. It began about six o'clock, and now continues, 
with intervals, at the time I am writing, nine o'clock p.m. 
Possibly a sortie of the enemy. General Simpson, I be- 
lieve, has arrived from England. 

15M. — A continuance of fine weather to-day, but the 
sky is much overcast this evening. The affair of last 
last night seems to have been an attack by the French 
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on one of the enemy's smaller batteries, which the Conner 
stormed and took possession of. The weather so warm 
this morning, notwithstanding the previous rain, that I 
breakfasted without coat and cap. More spring flowers, 
primroses and violets ; the latter with a delightful per- 
fume. 

16/^. — A fine day, the heat tempered throughout by 
a cool breeze. It seems the Russians have again taken 
possession of the disputed works, — I believe only some 
excavations for skirmishers : so it is merely the old 
thing over again. To-night, it is thought the French 
will once more try to turn the tables, and whilst I write, 
firing is going on, as if indicative of the event. Some 
sanatory measures are at length being put in force. To- 
day I observed that the graves in the English burial 
ground adjacent to Balaklava, had been covered by an 
additional layer of earth. The dead horses too, are gra- 
dually disappearing, although some remain, emitting an 
intolerable stench. Fever of a very bad form is, I un- 
derstand, raging amongst the regiments before Sebasto- 
pol. It appears to be rather localized, affecting some 
corps more than others. The enemy now throw shell into 
the camps of the Light and Second Divisions. 

nth. — A marked change in temperature during the 
night, and this morning it was quite cold ; the sky over- 
cast and sun hidden. The rain however kept off, and 
the evening is fine. On the night of the 14th, whilst the 
heavy firing was going on, an object was discernible on 
the hills beyond Inkermann, supposed to be occupied by 
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the enemy. This was conjectured to be a large torch, 
or other signal made by fire. It followed a rapid and 
rather erratic course along the heights, and was visible 
a good whUe. But on the 16th, to my surprise^ I ob- 
served an exactly similar phenomenon, viz., a large ball of 
fire, — somewhat in appearance and size, making allowance 
for the distance, like a bull's-eye lantern, — a few yards 
off, just behind this encampment, and moving along the 
summit of the hill, at the base of which the former is 
placed. Now the locality and contingent circumstances, 
altogether seem to disprove that this singular appearance 
could have been of a meteoric nature (?). The rapidity 
of its movement in a horizontal course, sometimes retro- 
grading a little, is to me the most puzzling association.^ 
I walked to the railway, now advanced to a short dis- 
tance from our camp, this afternoon. It is being con- 
structed on an inclined plane, intervening for about the 
distance of a mile before the heights in front of Sebas- 
topol. An even surface of three or four miles then ex- 
tends to the divisions in front. The course of the line is 
very serpentine, every elevation being avoided as much as 
practicable ; the weather is most favorable to the under- 
taking. A very heavy fire of musketry, apparently pro- 
ceeding fi-om the French lines, began this evening at about 
six o'clock, and has continued with short intervals until 



* From facts ascertained many months subsequent, it would seem 
to have been a signal concerted with the enemy by their spies in 
Karani. 
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ten. We shall probably hear of an affair of some unport- 
ance having occurred. 

18ti (Sunday). Weather though not so cold as yes- 
terday^ still sharp, threatening rain. The results of last 
night's firing, do not appear as far as we can yet learn, 
important or commensurate with the expenditure of 
powder. The French tried again to get possession of 
the pits, but found the enemy prepared for them, and 
our AlUes, I beUeve, lost about one hundred and fifty 
^ kor% de combat. 

Our men were not concerned, though the light and 

P^ Second Divisions were under arras for a short time by 

,;- order of Sir George Brown. The transport corps, whose 

functions are not very clearly known, are now here, having 

^. landed some days ago. 

•^ 19M. — The day cold and windy, sky very cloudy, 

w but the rain has hitherto kept off. Nothing new, except 
t ^ the completion of our second parallel. The rumours of 
V. bombardment again flagging. A slight affair between 
, our men and the enemy occurred last night, but I have 
not heard particulars yet. 

20/A. — Weather the same ; showers in the early part 

^ of the day. No rumours of any kind prevalent. The 

herbage coming on rapidly. French soldiers may be fre- 

^. quently seen gathering water-cresses, or other herbs 

^ common to the margins of a rivulet, — but not so with 

OUT men. The soil appears capable of being made very 

it^ productive by slight cultivation, judging from the occa- 

tl^" sional small patches that have been sown on. Certainly, 
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as far as I have yet bad means of judging, the agricultural 
resources of this country appear to have been very inade- 
quately tested and few developed. Such being the case, 
v^^hat mad, ambitious motives must have actuated the 
late Czar in prompting him to seek further territories ! 

21*/ CFast Bayj. — ^The day warmer and settled, very 
seasonable and healthy. Menschikoff is reported (and 
generally believed) to have died from the effects of a 
wound; also Yermiloff, a Russian Admiral. It is ru- 
moured too, that some of the enemy's forces on their 
march, have mutinied, and shot one of their senior 
oflBcers — a prince. During the last forty-eight hours, 
the enemy have scarcely replied at all to the fire of our 
batteries, which have damaged theirs a good deal. The 
French are much annoyed at the failure of their attempts 
to take and retain the rifle pits. Lord John Russell is 
reported to have returned fix)m his mission to Vienna, 
and the event has been differently interpreted. It is 
singular, and calculated to induce serious reflection, that 
the two great participators in originating this war should 
have passed away very nearly at the same time ; thus 
affording a most striking lesson of the vanity of human 
ambition.* 

%^nd. — Weather showery, but very seasonable and 
healthy. There was very heavy firing both of artillery and 
musketry, last night, explained this morning as another 
fruitless attempt on the part of our Allies to take posses- 

* Afterwards it transpired that Menschikoff recovered from his 
wound, and is still living. 
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sion of the enemy's advanced works. The French are 
said to be much annoyed at their repeated failures, and 
to have expressed a determination to succeed in their 
object. There has been more firing than usual through- 
out the day on our part, and I believe some of the large 
thirteen-inch mortars have commenced. 

2Srd. — ^Day showery, but, like yesterday, of most 
agreeable temperature. Nothing to note but the rapid 
progress of the railway. It is completed now nearly to 
the top of the inclined plane (Col de Balaklava) ; the 
remainder, over the level surface of the summit of the 
table land forming the encampment, can, I believe, be 
very easily and quickly finished. The rapid progress of 
spring is very apparent, not only in the wild flowers, but 
also in the growth of grass. 

24M. — It blew very strong during the night, sudden 
gusts placing the tents in some jeopardy. To-day very 
warm, but windy and inclined to rain. This evening 
the latter began and now continues. Paid another visit 
to the monastery, and saw my old countryman there. 
He appeared by no means happy, and seemed disposed 
to rail at Lord Raglan for not giving him his liberty. He 
contrasted his own position, the loss of all his property, 
and the surveiUance he is subjected to, with the treat- 
ment of a Greek captain in the Russian service, now 
also a prisoner in the monastery. The latter is allowed 
7s. a day, and food, whilst provisions alone are given to 
the former. The captain's family, very pretty and inte- 
resting children, also live with him, together with his 
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sister, in one of the detached buildings. The lady I 
alluded to as resident here at my former visit, is now 
very ill from a paralytic stroke. 

25M (Sunday), — A delightful day, as warm as in 
the month of September in England. This evening it 
is again blowing strongly, though there is a bright clear 
sky. Nothing new to record. 

Yesterday afternoon a flag of truce was sent in, and 
a suspension of hostilities during two hours agreed to, 
for the burial of the dead. The latter are considerable 
on the part of the Russians and French, the former 
probably about five hundred (?). The English loss I 
hear calculated at one hundred killed, wounded, and 
missing in the Light and Fourth Divisions. This is pro- 
bably an exaggeration. Three officers, were, I believe, 
taken prisoners, amongst whom was Lieutenant-Colonel 
Kelly, of the 34th, who was also wounded in the hand. 
Our loss was occasioned, I believe, by a sortie of the 
enemy on our advanced works. During the truce, a 
number of officers of the Allies and enemy met, and 
conversed amicably. The surgeon of the 9th regiment 
(Le Blanc), met his death a few nights ago, it is said, by 
his own imprudence. He had got into the French lines, 
and when challenged, gave no reply. He was fired at, 
therefore, by the sentry, and shot through the head. A 
despatch fipom Lord John Russell was reorived by the 
Commander-in-Chief yesterday, but the contents have 
not transpired. A considerable mortality from fever 
exists in the regiments near Balaklava. 
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26tA. — Although a fine, warm, moonlight night, the 
wind blew so strongly and in such sudden gusts at 
intervals, that the tents were placed in considerable 
jeopardy. Partly owing to this circumstance, and partly 
to strong libations of tea, in which I was tempted to in- 
dulge by the great luxury of some fresh milk, obtained 
from a benevolent Tartar, I could get no sleep. I was 
therefore rather surprised to hear a horseman ride up 
about three o'clock, ask for the commanding officer, and 
desire him to get the detachment under arms, and if 
he heard firing in the direction of Balaklava, march down 
there to join the regiment. After waiting until six 
o'clock without the contingency arising, the men were 
allowed to turn in. To-night again, and until further 
orders, the men are to sleep in their accoutrements, and 
the previous order is to hold good. The reason assigned, 
is, that General Canrobert has learned by spies that the 
enemy contemplates an attack simultaneously on our 
whole lines of defence. The day as delightful as yes- 
terday; in the afternoon it was even warmer. I had 
written so far, when a brisk musketry fire in the direc- 
tion of Balaklava caused the officer commanding here, to 
get the detachment under arms. It ceased however al- 
most immediately, and has not recurred. 

27M. — ^A continuation of the same summer weather; 
but again last night it blew as strongly as on the preceding 
cme. To-day we learn that the cause of firing last night 
was a httle mutiny among some Croats, employed on the 
railway, resulting in the death of four, and the wound- 
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ing of several others. They used their pistols, which, 1 
perceive, they always carry. It was believed at Balaklava 
that the enemy were upon us, and the ships in harbour 
prepared accordingly. The firing to-day— on our side 
chiefly (the French and enemy being almost silent) — was 
rather heavy. Our huge thirteen-inch shells are now 
used continually — it is to be hoped with good eflFect. 

Various sanatory mettsures have been recently adopted 
by the Turks in their camp ; and as the numerous graves 
in the vicinity would seem to shew, not before such pre- 
cautions were needed. A Turkish officer called my 
attention to some earth kitchens, which they were now(!) 
constructing. 

2StA. — ^Another equally fine day; the sun being very 
powerful. More races took place in the vicinity of our 
camp. They went off very well. An excellent French 
band proved a great attraction. Nothing new as regards 
military matters. An attack by the enemy still looked 
for, and the troops, for the present, get imder arms every 
morning at three o'clock. 

2dtk. — Weather continues fine, but, as usual, very 
windy during the night. The heat was almost oppressive 
in the middle of the day. I am not aware of any 
incidents to record relative to siege operations. Our 
fire, from the large mortars chiefly, appears to be getting 
heavier daily, and is less responded to by the enemy. 
Sebastopol looks very pretty this fine bright weather, 
and from the colour of the stone, and comparative 
absence of trees, not unlike parts of Malta. The 
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adjacent country, also, as far as I can judge, affords fur- 
ther similitude, in the soil being only a superficial covering 
to a calcareous base. When the ground has been culti- 
vated, and is not overrun with weeds, the grass has 
sprung up fast. Rumour once more assigns an early day 
for a bombardment. 

30/^. — Heavy squalls again last night, though the 
sky was quite calm and starlight. A constant firing from 
our batteries to-day — thirteen-inch shells chiefly. The 
railway has now almost reached the top of the inclined 
plane, and it has been made available, I am informed, 
for the carriage of shell, during the whole of the last two 
or three nights. This day has presented every indication 
of a great alteration in the weather. The aspect of the 
sky, though temporarily settled, has been very stormy, 
and the temperature much lower. 

Slst — A change in the weather, which has again be- 
come cold, and threatens snow. A little hail fell during 
the afternoon. The firing continues heavier on our side 
now, both day and night. 

Jpril l8t (Sunday). — Slight hail and frost last night, 
and the day cold, but bracing. Liprandi, with a large 
force, is again said to be threatening to attack us. Two 
stories are current relative to the assault of Sebastopol ; 
one, that it will take place to-morrow ; but another, not 
until the end of the week, in consequence of a battery 
having to be constructed for some heavy mortars that 
have just arrived. All agree that the requisite ammuni- 
tion has been got up — one thousand rounds per gun. 

u 
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Some again think that the bombardment will not take place 
at all — Negotiation for surrender being eflTected previously. 

2nd. — Similar weather. In the middle of the night 
the cold was severe, but this morning the sun came ont 
with some power, and throughout the day the tempera- 
ture much resembled that of a fine March day in Eng- 
land. There was ice an inch and a half thick in vessels 
containing water this morning. The firing to-day has 
been continuous and heavy ; chiefly, I think, on our side, 
and from the large mortars. 

l^e enemy on the heights beyond the valley, seem to 
have set fire to the brushwood ; with what object, is not 
yet apparent. 

In a visit to Balaklava to-day, I was struck with the 
improvement (in a sanatory point of view), effected by 
pulling down a number of houses in the most crowded 
parts of the streets, so as to admit of a better access to 
air. At Kade-koi there has ^ung up quite a small town 
of huts, where every ordinary want and some few hixnries 
can be now supplied. Even " a restaurant" established. 
Books, too, (railway publications, chiefly), are procurable 
there. From the number of shops at present fitting up, 
it is evident there will be considerable competition, should 
the troops remain here. The stalls, in the open air, k^t 
by Maltese chiefly, are also very numerous. 

Srd. — ^The same weather. Sharp fix)st during the 
night, and temperate heat in the day, — healthy altogether. 
Nothing new. The fire to-day has been much feebler than 
yesterday. 
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In walking to-day near the monastery, I came upon 
a huge chasm in the clifls, (here of an immense height), 
leading, by a precipitous path, past the base c^ a lofty 
and precipitous rock, on the land side, down to the sea. 
There was Uttle wind, but, notwithstanding, a heavy 
swell on the sea, which beat with considerable violence 
on the coast. 

The enemy made a sortie last night on our trenches, 
bringing with them some light field pieces, with which 
they wounded a few of our men. This evening some of 
the females of the village honored the camp with a visit, 
escorted by an intelligent man. They were fat, old, and 
ugly, dressed not unlike the English lower classes in gala 
costume ; except as regards the head, over which they had 
a silk handkerchief. 

4M. — ^Weather again much warmer, threatening rain. 
No news of any kind. There are immense flocks of 
both sheep and oxen grazing near the monastery, which 
I again visited to-day ; — evidently a recent importation, 
pertaining to the French. 

btk. — Another equally fine day. Our fire to-day is 
said to have been more successful than usual. Ammuni- 
tion is still being conveyed up to the front by railway, — 
a considerable distance ; and several more mortars have, 
I believe, been added. An oflBoer of Engineers, Lieu- 
tenant Bainbrigge, was killed lately, in the trenches. It 
was only his second turn of duty there. The English 
force in the lines has been further concentrated by remov- 
ing the Second Division. 

u 2 
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6M. — Slight showers last night, preceded by light- 
ning. The day fine and temperate. 

By a sad mistake a night or two ago, one party of our 
men fired into another, supposing them to be the enemy. 
Two officers and fourteen privates are reported wounded 
in consequence. Preparations have been made, by Lord 
Raglan's orders, for any contingencies likely to arise, by 
having several ships cleared out for the wounded. A 
few days longer, and the question of the assault of Se- 
bastopol will probably be determined, together with that 
of continued war or peace. Opinions are pretty evenly 
divided, as to the likelihood of the capture of Sebastopol 
causing or retarding peace. I was not at all surprised to 
see, in one of the daily papers, reference made to the pro- 
bability of pestilence arising here before long (from the 
animal matter of all kinds imperfectly buried), as being 
likely to exercise some influence on the terms proposed 
at the negotiation. I hear that a fast steamer has been 
sent to Varna, from whence, via Vienna and Bucharest, 
intelligence, partly telegraphic, may be obtained most 
speedily, in order to bring any information of importance 
relative to pending negotiations. 

7tA. — A sad railway casualty occurred last night ; a 
strange incident to allude to out here. A party of the 
71st Highlanders was returning by railway, from the 
trenches to their camp near E^ade-koi, when, it is 
believed, owing to remissness in not putting on the 
break early enough, whilst going down the inclined 
plane, the chain broke, and the train went off the line; 
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consequently the carriages were upset. Three men, it 
is said, have been killed, and seven wounded. The 
majority, it would appear, seeing the result about to 
happen, jumped off in time to save themselves, and 
thus the officers all escaped. The railway does not seem 
to me to be making such rapid progress now ; although, 
as all the hilly ground has been surmounted, considerable 
assistance is afforded in facilitating the transit of muni- 
tions and stores to the front. It extends to about a quar- 
ter of a mile from, and parallel with Lord Raglan's head 
quarters, and probably about two miles from the division 
situated nearest the batteries. The French and Turkish 
camps are now adjacent to the completed portion. 

I saw two more guns, apparently from the men-of- 
war, being conveyed to the batteries ; partly by railway, 
and the remainder of the distance by about seventy sea- 
men, yoked to the carriages. Horses are employed, as 
yet, on the former — ^fine animals, resembling those that 
draw the brewers' drays, in London, and a great contrast 
to the poor gaunt quadrupeds on which our cavalry are 
mounted. They move enormous loads with ease, on the 
rails. 

Both last night and to*day, morning as well as even- 
ing, we have been visited by another " Black Sea fog.'* 
It is rather strange to see a dense, defined mass, steaUng 
up in the valley of Balaklava from the sea, the sky being 
quite dear and settled. 

StA (ISundayJ. — Gentle rain throughout the day; the 
first wet weather we have experienced for a considerable 
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time : temperature moderately warm. A deserter came 
in last nighty bringing intelligence of a contemplated 
attack, in consequence of which the cavalry were got 
under arms at three o'clock. The number of the enemy 
stated to be 80,000, probably a great exaggeration. 
The fires (^ the Russians, on the heights beycmd Inker- 
mann, have been very visible during the last few nights. 

A steeple chase took place yesterday, resulting in 
serious damage to two officers ; one, a captain in the 
84th, it was first reported had died firom his injuries ; 
the other. Captain Thomas of the Artillery, is now 
sufiering from concussion of the brain. The first- 
mentioned fell, I believe, with his horse, at a ditch, and 
the other officer subsequently on the top of him. This 
accident will probably put an end to racing. 

In attending service to-day, I had occasion to cross 
over the valley leading into Balaklava, for the first time 
since encamping there, on the day of our arrival. A 
greater change in the aspect of the site, it is impos- 
sible to conceive. In place of an orchard and garden, 
abounding with every fruit and vegetable, sheltered with 
hedges, poplars, etc., cottages with bams, haystacks, 
and vineyards, there is now a level surface, devoid of 
everything I have mentioned, except a few roots of trees, 
and gooseberry bushes ; the latter being apparently too 
hardy to be quite destroyed by the devastating process. 
The brook is now a series of vile muddy pools, at which 
some correspondingly dirty Turks were performing ablu- 
tions ; whilst a number of buffaloes, (imported, I suppose, 
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from Bulgaria, and employed as draught animals), re- 
minding one — the more so from their absence of hair in 
various parts— of rare quadrupeds in zoological gardens, 
were grazing adjacent. The railway, now finished to a 
double line, passes by, and completes a metamorphosis 
the most perfect, and illustrative of the changes effected 
by war, that can possibly be imagined. The railway, I 
may add, is nearer completion than I was aware of the 
other day. Several portions up in front, have, I under- 
stand been finished, so that there are now only short 
spaces intervening, and, I believe, the whole is to be out 
of hand about the middle of the month. 

To show how little of the profession of an individual 
can be surmised from outward looks, I may mention an 
illustration. A friend whom I was walking with, stopped 
to speak to a person, who, from his dress and appearance 
generally, I concluded to be a captain of a merchant ship. 
He was an Irish priest, belonging to a dass who can 
seldom be mistaken for any other. 
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8B00ND BOMBARDMENT — ^RECALL TO HEAD QUABTBB8 AT BALAKLAYA 

enemy's watch FIEES RECONNAISSANCE IN THE PLAIN 

FEYER STILL PREVALENT— CAPTURE OF RIFLE PITS — ^FRENCH AR- 
CHITECTURAL TASTE — THE THIRD RACE. 



9th. — ^Very heavy and continuous rain during the night, 
and throughout the whole of the day. l^e noise made 
by it against the tent, and in the direction contrary to the 
wind, prevented us, until the middle of the day, from 
hearing distinctly the fire from the batteries; for it seems 
the bombardment, at length, began this morning at four 
o'clock. At the present time, although quite dark, the 
firing is very heavy. I have endeavoured to time " the 
reports'' proceeding, judging by sound, firom our bat- 
teries, and make them to number from fifteen to twenty 
in a minute, during the heaviest discharges. Being loca- 
ted so far from the front, we have heard nothing of the 
results AS yet. 

The enemy made a sortie last night on the French ; 
and the latter, having received previous intimation, 
repulsed the Russians with loss. Without some cogent 
reason, one would imagine. Lord Raglan would scarcely 
have begun the attack to-day ; for, it may be presumed. 
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owing to the rain, the guns must necessarily become 
sooner disabled, than if the weather were not inclement. 
The brigade of Guards, and most likely all the troops 
near Balaklava and in front, are to be turned out under 
arms, at a very early hour in the morning. At the time 
I am now writing, half-past eight o'clock, there is an 
occasional rattle of musketry ; the wind and rain have 
for the time ceased, and we may expect a veiy busy 
night in fix)nt. 

lOtX. — ^The firing continued very heavy during the 
night and all the morning, l^e mist disappeared, and 
the sun shone towards mid-day ; but this evening there 
are indications of more rain. As regards the effects of 
the fire, few, and only vague, particulars are yet known. 
That of the enemy has been less vigorous and inferior to 
ours. Whether, as some conjecture, they are reserving 
it untU the assault takes place, remains to be shown. It 
would seem they were rather taken by surprise, and, at 
the time our batteries opened, rushed to their guns, and 
exposed themselves more than they would probably other- 
wise have done. The result, it is believed, has been a 
very considerable loss of life. 

It is supposed, on tolerably good grounds, that the 
enemy are short of artillerymen; and our fleet, by 
manoeuvring at the entrance of the harbour, perhaps, 
prevent the Russians from manning completely their in- 
land batteries. As yet, our navy have taken uo part • 
but it is said they are to attack on the third day of the 
bombardment. 
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Our losses have been comparatively trifling ; as also 
the injury done to the batteries. The former, about 
fifteen killed and twenty wounded. As regards the 
damage the Allies have inflicted, accounts differ a good 
deal, — some say the Malakoff, one of the most important 
of the enemy's works has been greatly injured, and it is 
thought the Allies will attack it to-night. 

Sixteen thousand Turks, under Omar Pasha have at 
length arrived at Kamiesch — ^the French port. The 
Turkish force would appear to have been concentrated, in 
consequence : as I observed, their camp in this vicinity 
has been broken up. 

The rain has caused the valley of Inkermann to be 
considerably flooded — a circumstance, of course, disadvan- 
tageous to the enemy in case they should contemplate 
an attack. 

lit A. — ^The bombardment has continued throughout 
the past night and day. The sight was very striking : 
the whole of our line of batteries vomiting smoke, 
although tlie firing seems to be less rapid than yester- 
day's. The fleet lie quietly and inactively at a short 
distance fix)m the entrance of the harbour ; apparently 
waiting to take their part. 

The day was at first misty, there having been more 
rain (hght showers) during the night. It cleared up, 
however, about twelve o'clock. The enemy's position on 
the heights beyond Inkermann, and not far distant from 
Balaklava, is now visible. They seem to have erected 
huts, and to be fortifying the locaUty very actively. The 
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results, as far as conjecture goes, of our attack appear to 
be considered satisfactory — much injury having been done 
to the enemy^s works. 

12M. — Showery night, the day fine; but this evening 
it is very windy and stormy. Recalled to head quarters 
to-day, and am now, once more, appreciating the com- 
parative comfort and novelty of a roof unassociated with 
apprehensions of being suddenly extinguished. How- 
ever, this even has its desayremena. Thrice during the 
night I had to rise and close the. door, blown open by 
the violence of the wind; and, going out in a hurry, 
forgetting to stoop, I inflicted a severe blow on my head. 

l^e bombardment appeared to have been more vigor- 
ous on our part to-day; results still indefinite. Our 
loss, chiefly engineers and artillerymen, comparatively 
small; for the troops furnishing the trench guard are 
removed a little out of the range of fire. The fleet 
appear to be still inactive. Some more artillery have 
arrived, and proceeded up to the front to-day. 

\%th. — ^Veiy windy and showery last night. Wea- 
ther to-day fine and seasonable. The firing very heavy 
during the night, and this morning as many as thirty 
reports per minute. The results still appear unsatisfac- 
tory as regards progress; and a small battery con- 
structed in advance during the night, has been completely 
dismantled by the enemy's fire. It is, I believe, to be 
reconstructed again, and the guns, in larger numbers, 
remounted to-night. The loss does not appear to be 
precisely known — about ninety-five sailors (who man 
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most of the guns now), and nineteen artillerymen ; ^so 
four or five officers. This includes casualties of all kinds. 
There is a rumour of the enemy in considerable force 
advancing here from Simpheropol ; and certainly to-night, 
fires in large numbers are visible both on the heights 
above Inkermann and also near the village of Kamara, 
only a short distance off: but if they contemplate an at- 
tack, would they so openly acquaint us with their posi- 
tion? and is it not a ruse to convey an exaggerated 
estimate of their numbers ? 

Another large body of Turks have arrived^ and are 
now encamped on the plain near Balaklava, — about 
18,000 (?). The assault is talked of as being dose at 
hand — ^a sad affidr, it is to be feared. 

l^th. — A stormy, showery day. In the evening the 
fires of the enemy were visible on the heights above In- 
kermann in large numbers, also on the hills nearer to 
Balaklava. During the night a volley of musketry was 
heard. The men (of our brigade) get under arms every 
morning about four o'clock, but in consequence of the 
circumstances alluded to they turned out earlier. To-day 
it was found that the firing proceeded from some Cos- 
sacks, who blazed at the sentries placed on the line of 
defences in the valley, and then galloped off. As regards 
the progress of the siege, if it can be so termed, nothing 
of consequence seems to have occurred, or at least to be 
known. The enemy's fire appears to have increased as 
well as our own. 

15tt (Sunday.) — ^Weather the same as yesterday. 
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We hear the French have at length captured and retained 
the rifle pits so often disputed, not, however, without 
considerable loss. Firing very heavy all day. We hear 
a mine is to be sprung this evening; after which, I 
believe, the French are to escalade the Garden Battery. 
The 10th Hussars arrived from India (658 strong) ; the 
12th Lancers at Suez were en route as the former left. 

16M. — ^The weather continues quite similar to that 
of spring in England. The explosion of the mine took 
place last evening between eight or nine o'clock; after 
which the batteries opened more vigorously than ever ; 
as many as forty reports in a minute. 'Die quantity 
of powder employed, is said to have been about; 
seven times as much as usual on any similar occasion. 
Yet the report was quite inaudible here ! — a distance 
which cannot exceed five miles in a straight direction. 
The results have been much less important than were 
expected. The wind was probably in a contrary direc- 
tion, and this accounts for the firing being perfectly 
inaudible here sometimes ; at others so loud as to shake 
the windows of the huts. 

During the night, continued musketry fire was very 
audible throughout, as well as cannonading. The ' Cara- 
doc* is said to have been sent for Lord Stratford — a 
proceeding, perhaps, significant of "terms." The 71st 
Regiment went up to the front. 

17M. — ^Weather keeps seasonable and temperate. 
The firing, though very heavy indeed, appears to be pro- 
ductive of no important results. A magazine of oura 
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has blown up> and dismounted several guns, without, I 
believe, causing loss of life. To-day a strong picquet of 
the enemy made their appearance on a hiUoc^ in the 
distance, and remained some time, amusing themselves, 
apparently, by firing at an imaginary foe. They seemed 
to be equipped like regular cavalry. 

Every one appears to be pleased with the Turkish 
Infantry recently arrived — the elite of their army. The 
men are strong, wdl-made, well-clad, and well drilled. 

IStA. — ^Weather very fine, settled, and warmCT. No 
news firom reliable sources. Various oontradictoiy ru- 
mours. Little or nothing is known relative to the siege. 
The firing keeps up vigorously, apparently without mak- 
ing any impression on the enemy's works. There was a 
jhlse alarm of their contemplating an attack here, in con- 
sequence oi which the troops were got under arms earlia 
than usual. 

The 10th Hussars are now encamped just beycMid 
the Cavalry Brigade. Their horses (Indian), beautiful 
but vicious animals, and said to have cost £70 ea«di, 
attract much notice. The men are very comfortably 
located in Indian tents, much better adapted to this 
climate than ours. They are marquees, Imed with blue 
cotton. 

This evening there is a very heavy musketry fire, 
apparently proceeding from the trendies. Lord Strat- 
ford is not expected until the 28th. 

l9tA. — A stormy, cold, day; showery at the close. 
A reconnaissance in the direction of the Tchemaya Uxk 
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place this morning — a very pretty sight. It was com-^ 
posed I believe of the greater part of our cavaliy, in- 
cluding the 10th Hussars, and a condderable body of 
Turkish infantry — in all, a rtrong force. The cavalry 
proceeded up the plain, the infantry by a detour round 
tiie heights adjacent to Kamara. Both forces reunited 
near there, and came quietly home at mid-day, having 
seen only a few Cossacks, amongst whom they sent some 
rockets, which quickly disp^^ed them. An unfortunate 
skipper who remained behind at the church, is said to have 
been captured by the latter. Nothing new from the front. 
Notwithstanding the improvements effected at or near 
Bakklava, and the weather being as yet cool, there are 
a variety of bad odours stiU, affording a warning of the 
probable results of hot weather. As it is, fever of a 
severe type is prevalent, showing, moreover, a great 
tendency to relapse. In my regiment, though the men 
are now employed only on fatigue duty and guards, there 
are thirty in hospital, nearly all with fever ; and about 
seventy more or less debilitated and ineffective from the 
same cause, out of about four hundred and fifty men. 

20th. — A fine, but cold, and windy day. Although 
no firing was audible last night, we hear that a sharp 
conflict took jdace at the rifle pits, terminating in our re- 
taining possession of two. The enemy made a subse- 
quent, but inefficient, attempt to retake them. The suc- 
cess was not accomplished without the loss of the colonel 
and another officer of the 77th regiment, and two en- 
gineer officers. As the other three pits still retained by 
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the enemy are only about twenty yards off, a desperate 
straggle is looked for again to-night. Nothing new as 
r^ards the siege. I walked to-day to the extremity of 
the cliffs above Balaklavi^ where our lines terminate in 
a precipice overhanging the sea — an inmiense height. 
The defences, extending firom the valley near Balaklava, 
are now considered secure from surprise or attadc. They 
are garrisoned by some of the newly arrived corps of 
Tiurks, very fine men, — as well as the Highland Brigade 
and navvies. It is rather a singular fact that the 79th 
Highlanders are suffering veiy greatly from typhus fever, 
while the other two Highland corps are comparatively 
quite healthy, though adjacent. I should have said a 
most extensive and diversified view is obtained from the 
summit of the cWs. A small mud fort, on a little hill, 
near the Tchemaya, is still retained by the enemy. If 
considered of importance, I presume, it could be taken 
without much difficulty. 

21^/. — ^Weather continues very seasonable and tem- 
perate ; evening rather chilly. About nine o'clock last 
night, heavy firing, chiefly musketry, was audible. 
To-day it has been satisfstctorily accounted for, by our 
having taken possession of the other rifle pits, without 
opposition ; the French have also captured some. The 
firing, I presume, was occasioned by the latter. A 
skirmish took place in the plain, between some Cossadcs 
and Turkish (?) cavalry ; a great deal of manoeuvering, 
some firing, but little or no injury on either side. Saw 
Omar Pasha this afternoon, riding with a lady, Mrs. 
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Duberly, and her husband. He was attended by an 
escort of Turkish Lancers. There is nothing showy, or, 
to a correct observer, impressive in his appearance ; he 
looks quiet, and rather apathetic. The Turkish in- 
fantry, now a large body, dispersed throughout the aUied 
position, appear to be perpetually drilling, and go through 
their evolutions very creditably. They are much better 
dressed, and altogether finer men, than their predecessors 
were ; the miserable remnant of whom, I believe, have 
gone to Eupatoria or elsewhere. They have now troops 
of all branches here, cavalry, infantry, artillery, and 
even rifles, armed Tidth the Minie gun. Their wants 
appear to be much better attended to than they were 
— a staff of European surgeons, dressers, &c., having ar- 
rived for theni. They are supplied with hospitals, good 
bedding and food, and are evidently intended to take an 
active part in any future field operations. Omar Pasha, 
as well as Lord Raglan, accompanied the reconnoitring 
party yesterday. Another, to last four days, is contem- 
plated. The Royals (a second battalion), 48th, and 72nd 
regiments have arrived — the two former gone to the front. 
A melancholy incident has occurred in the death of 
Dr. Gavin, one of the Medical Commissioners, by his 
brother's hand, a veterinary surgeon in the 16th Lan- 
cers ; who also died soon after, I think, from fever. After 
dinner, they were handling some revolvers, when one 
in the hand of the latter accidentally went off, and the 
ball passed through Dr. Gavin's abdomen. He died 
siiL hours afterwards. 
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22nd. CSundayJ. — A continuance of fine weather; tem- 
perature, however, very variable, alternating every hour 
or two, as we can judge by our feelings. Lord Stratford 
not yet arrived. An impression is beginning to be 
entertained very generally, that the Commanders of the 
forces, are waiting to have further intelligence relative 
to the Vienna Conferences, before pushing operations. 
The country now looks as cheerful and green, as the 
devastation occasioned by the presence of a large army 
permits. In the midst of the cavalry camp to-day, saw 
a cluster of wild peonies in flower. 

In a camp of the French, adjacent, a substantial edi- 
fice, intended for a reading room, is being constructed, 
with stone walls, and is almost completed ; also a tolera- 
ble attempt at a small shrubbery, flanked by two arbours. 
Two circular stone pillars are in course of erection, near 
the entrance as a gateway. Wild rose bushes are planted 
round the walls of the hut, and the whole affair is very 
creditable to the taste and industry of our AUies. 

The second battalion of the Royals marched up to 
the fjx)nt to-day. 

2%rd. — A continuance of the same weather. No- 
thing new from the fix)nt. We are, I believe, throwing 
out a parallel in the locality of the cs^tured rifle pits, 
and moving guns there. There is a rumour that Eupa- 
toria has been taken by the Russians. This, if true, may 
exercise a prejudicial efiect on the pending negociations ; 
but otherwise, I presume, it is an event of no very great 
importance, inasmuch as the fleet could easily drive the 
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enemy oat again. A very strong reconnaissance, chiefly 
French, with an English division, is said to be under 
orders to proceed towards the Belbec to-morrow evening. 
A collision with the enemy is expected by them. Omar 
Pasha reported to have sailed for Eupatoria yesterday, 
with 15,000 Turks. The town has been considered in 
danger for some time, and this may have caused the 
rumour I have mentioned. 

24M. — ^Weather continues fine and healthy; not- 
withstanding which, fever of a typhoid character, amongst 
the latest admissions into hospital, continues prevalent. 
The reconnaissance is postponed until to-morrow. The 
firing, on the whole, greatly slackened, but at intervals 
it becomes animated. The Allies are retaining the advan- 
tages gained by the capture of the rifle pits, and are com- 
pleting a parallel, and mounting guns. The cause of 
postponement in an assault, attributed solely to delay in 
the preparations of our Allies. Further defences are being 
added to the position of the Highland brigade, in the 
form of a second deep trench beyond the parapet. 

2btA. — ^A slight tendency to rain this afternoon, pre- 
ceded by a fall in temperature, and again followed, after 
a few drops, by excessive heat. Nothing new. The war 
party rather gaining ground, and the peacemongers in« 
clined to despond. The firing now scarcely heavier than 
that previous to the bombardment. 

26M. — A ox)ntinuance of delightful weather ; very 
slight showers occasionally, scarcely sufficient to moisten 
the ground. Lord Stratford de Redcliffe and his &mily 

X 2 
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arrivedi and disembarked to-day. Some heavy firing 
again this morning, from our batteries, but of no long 
duration. 

27M. — ^Weather very fine and temperate. Races» 
given by the Third Division, came off to-day at Earani. 
Telegraphic communication has been established now, 
with some slight break, I believe, between this place and 
Vienna in about five hours. The new arrangement came 
into force two days ago when a message was sent from 
hence. The line emerges from the sea near the monastery. 
I consider this to be a great point in favor of the Allies, 
under existing circumstances. Through this medium, the 
Ck)mmander-in-Chief, of course, will be kept conversant 
with the progress of the negociations. There has been 
very heavy musketry fire this evening, proceeding from 
the batteries, and which has just ceased — nine o*clock. 

28tA. — ^A showery morning ; latter part of the day, 
dry but threatening. The firing last night was occa- 
sioned by a sortie of the enemy on the French, repulsed 
with loss. At a review of our Allies yesterday. General 
Canrobert gave his officers to understand, that the assault 
would be made after a month hence ; by which time a 
reinforcement of 40,000 more French troops from Con- 
stantinople, joined by 80,000 from the lines here, would 
march to the north side of Sebastopol, and then, (the 
enemy permitting !) the investment will be complete. 

29M (Sunday), — The first continued wet day we 
have had for a considerable time. Under such circum- 
stances, the advantage of a hut, in point of comfort, over 
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a tent, is considerable. The 3rd regiment has arrived 
from Greece, and, I believe, part of the 12th Lancers 
frx)m India. Nothing of consequence from the front. 
Fresh flowers continue to make their appearance, and to- 
day I saw some beautifrd ones, resembling a double 
hyacinth of a variegated kind — white ground with pink 
spots, probably of the orchidaceous tribe. 

SOtA. — ^Another showery, raw day. Various most 
contradictory rumours afloat of war and peace. There 
appears to be a skirmish with the enemy at two regular 
intervals in every twenty-four hours, — about nine o'clock 
p.m., and five o'clock a.m. — the periods when the guards 
are relieved. These affairs are chiefly between the French 
and Russians, and there is a great deal of noise, and, I 
believe, comparatively, very little injury. 
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ARRIVAL OF DRAFTS FOR THE GUARDS — ^AN EXPEDITIOK UNDER 

ORDERS — ^FRENCH SUCCESSES — A RECONNAISSANCE CHOLERA IN 

THE DRAFT — ARRIVAL OF THE SARDINIAN CONTINGENT — ^VTSIT 

TO THE TRENCHES COLONEL SHADFORTh's RESIDENCB— 6ECOND 

EXPEDITION TO KERTCH — SANGUINARY AFFAIR BETWEEN THE 
FRENCH AND RUSSIANS — SECOND RECONNAISSANCE — ^UNES EX- 
TENDED ^- SUCCESSES AT KERTCH — VALLEY OF TCHORQOUM — 
FURTHER SUCCESSES IN THE SEA OF AZOV. 



May \8t, — A pine warm day. The 'Alma/ a new steamer, 
has arrived with twelve hundred men for the brigade of 
Guards. Nothing new to record. 

%nd, — ^A sudden order promulgated for the embar- 
kation of the 42nd, 71st, and 93rd Highland regiments, 
on an expedition, variously stated to be destined for an 
attack on Kertch — where a considerable force of the 
enemy are said to be located, — and Eupatoria. A large 
body of French troops, and the greater part of the fleet, 
are to accompany the British contingent. The troops 
were to have embarked this morning, but from some cause 
or other, the departure is postponed until to-morrow. Sir 
GeorgeBrown is to command the whole. Although Kertch 
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is confidently spoken of as the destination, I am inclined 
to think it may have been mentioned, originally, more as 
a " blind;" for it seems very improbable that troops likely 
to be so much needed on the spot, at the present time, 
should be employed in any way except to co-operate 
with the force here. This will be the case, if my surmise 
prove correct. The troops would, in such event, I pre- 
sume, on landing at Eupatoria, be joined by the power- 
fill French reinforcements now en route; probably also by 
the Sardinian contingent, and, following in the footsteps 
of the remnant of the Allies in September, overcome any 
opposition of the enemy, and effect a lodgment on the 
north side of Sebastopol. 

Some important advantages appear to have been 
gained by the French last night — the capture of a battery 
containing eight small mortars; all remaining in their 
possession. This was not eflFected without the loss of, I 
believe, three hundred men placed Aors de combat. The 
French are now in such a position, that they must advance 
in the attack or lose the important success gained. To- 
night further proceedings on their part are expected, and, 
if I may judge from the loud cannonading and musketry 
fire, very audible at the time I am writing (ten o'clock), 
the struggle is being renewed. The site of the attack, 
I should have said, was on the extreme left of the 
French position, near the sea. Several cases of cholera 
have occurred amongst the corps up in front, and a 
"warning*' memorandum has in consequence been sent 
to the surgeons of regiments. 
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The drafts of Guards landed and marched up to-day. 
The men are much stronger, and of healthier aspect than 
those that have arrived before. 

Srd. — A delightful day, the warmest we have yet 
experienced this year. A reconnaissance in very large 
force, entirely composed of Turkish troops, took place 
this forenoon, and occupied the greater part of the day. 
The course was that of the former ones — the neighbour- 
hood of the Tchemaya, and Eamara. A small party of 
Cossacks, with a larger body in reserve near Tchemaya, 
were the only visible enemies. 

In common with a good many officers, I availed my- 
self of the opportunity of seeing the country, and en- 
joying pure air. The vegetation is now, probably, more 
luxuriant than at any other time of the year, and the 
aroma from the wild flowers delightful. 

We visited some redoubts — the scene of the affair of 
Balaklava — some slight debris from which, in the shape 
of skeletons of horses, fragments of clothing, etc., still 
remain. The former appear not at all dismantled, and 
capable of being occupied and held as before. The Cos- 
sacks ventured near enough to send a few bullets within 
range ; and were the captures worth the risk, several of 
them might have been taken by a few of the cavaliy 
officers, who were well mounted. No indications, or, at 
least, very slight ones, were apparent of the enemy on the 
heights. 

The firing last night appears to have been caused by 
an attack of the enemy on the French, in the captured 
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position. The former were repulsed, with the loss to the 
Allies of, I believe, five officers ; two of them English, an 
Engineer, and one of the 46th. The troops for the ex- 
pedition embarked to-day. 

4M. — ^A fine, but cold, day. No events to note. 

btA. — ^The same in all respects as yesterday. The 
destination of the fleet still unknown. 

6tA CSundatp. — Weather very warm, even at an early 
hour in the morning. The superiority of huts over tents 
(single-bell ones), in affording shelter from the heat, is 
very evident. To the great surprise and disappointment 
of every one, the expedition has returned without doing 
anything. They had arrived near their destination — 
Kertch, — the forts of which were partly visible through 
the haze of the morning, — and preparations for disem- 
barkation were about to commence, when a French vessel 
arrived with instructions for the force to return. An 
English gunboat ('Arrow') had been despatched with 
similar orders. The cause of this very unsatisfactory re- 
sult is variously conjectured. A telegraphic order from 
Napoleon is assigned by some ; and an unexpected turn 
in negotiations by others. The ships returned are to 
disembark the men to-morrow. 

Fever, in many instances of a typhoid form, is now 
very prevalent, but not proportionately fatal. Medical 
comforts of all kinds are now obtainable in abundance ; 
but not all the necessary medicines, such as vegetable 
tonics, etc. 

1th. — Weather continues as agreeable and warm — 
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quite that of summer in England. Nothing new from 
the front. The recall of the expeditionary force, which 
has not yet landed, has been attributed to General Can- 
robert. 

8tt.^-Weather very warm. The 'Himalaya,' with 
the 12th Lancers, arrived from India. The first case d 
cholera, a mild one, has occurred this evening, in a lad 
of the draft just arrived from England. 

9tA. — Weather very warm — tempered, however, as 
the day advanced, by a sirocco equally disagreeable. 

Part of the Sardinian contingent, a division of 6000, 
I believe, have arrived ; and the vessels containing them 
are now laying outside the harbour. Some of the officers, 
with General La Marmora, commanding the force, came 
ashore to-day. The BuSa and 71st have moved to the 
front : with the 89th and some other corps now en nmie, 
a Fifth Division is to be formed. 

Nothing new as regards the siege. The guns have 
been moved on to the advanced redoubts ; and the fire, 
now very trifling, is to commence with vigour, according 
to report, in a few days. 

Miss Nightingale has taken up her abode here, in a 
hut. She has been going over the various hospital 
establishments, where, of course, all the attention and 
respect she so well merits were paid to her. 

lOM. — ^During the night, heavy rain set in, and has 
continued, with a good deal of wind, throughout the day. 
The huts have proved an inadequate defence from the 
rain — ^the latter, after saturating the felt, oozing copiously 
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through the thin planks forming the roof. Nothing new, 
but further " shaves " of peace being probable through 
the medium of Austria — ^backing the demands of the 
Western Powers. 

lltA. — ^A continuance of stormy, wet, weather. No- 
thmg to record. 

l2tA. — ^Weather the same: the state of the ground 
and tents is becoming somewhat similar to those when 
we were up in front, but not so cold. A sortie on our 
right attack, Gordon's battery, took place last night. 
The enemy were driven back, with the loss, on our part, 
of an officer and several men ; on that of the enemy, of 
a much greater number. 

Omar Pasha has again come here, to attend a council 
of war ; which, I believe, has taken place. Lord Strat- 
ford, I should have said, returned to Constantinople a 
few days after his arrival here. 

The cholera, I understand, is raging with severity 
amongst the French troops — said to amount to about 
forty thousand — near Constantinople. I hear the mor- 
tality amounts to sixty a day. This is, however, probably, 
an exaggeration ; for the fact is not even generally known 
here of there being any sickness. The whole Sardinian 
contingent is either off the harbour, or between this and 
Constantinople. One of the transports, containing stores, 
was wrecked a few miles from Genoa. 

13/A CSundayJ. — A fine, warm, day, with a slight 
wind, which is drying the mud up rapidly. There was 
very heavy firing, both artillery and musketry, last night, 



Digitized by 



JT 



316 ILLNESS OF MISS NIGHTINGALE. 

which led to the belief that something important had 
occurred. It would seem, however, to have been an 
affair between the enemy and the French, with little or 
no result. 

14>tA. — Weather very fine and temperate. The Sar- 
dinians are disembarking, and taking up their abode in 
different huts of the lines : amongst others, in those 
vacated by the 71st near Balaklava. The whole force, 
when complete, is to be under the command of Lord 
Raglan. Cholera is said to be prevalent amongst the 
French near Kamiesh ; and in the Fourth Division up in 
front there are about twenty cases under treatment ; not, 
I believe of the most virulent type, though ultimately 
as fatal. 

IbtA. — ^Weather becoming very warm; this evening 
almost oppressive. Nothing new. The Sardinians land- 
ing, and taking up the ground of the Turks who are sent 
again to Eupatoria. Another council of war. 

16M. — Weather keeps the same. I am sorry to hear 
that Miss Nightingale has been attacked with fever. 
Rumours of a change in the ministry in England, and of 
Lord EUenborough being war minister — an appointment 
likely to be popular with the army. His views are ex- 
pected to lead to operations and arrangements of all 
kinds on a larger scale, based on experience in India. 
The change to a warm climate, together with inability in 
the constitution to resist little irregularities in living, 
such as may be borne without injury in England, are be- 
coming evidenced in disturbance of the digestive organs. 
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sudden faintness, and head-ache, amongst the full-blooded 
young soldiers just arrived from England. 

ntA. — ^The weather has become so warm as to be 
oppressive. To-day I visited the advanced lines (parallels) 
of the left attack, contiguous to the French, who also 
flank our position on the right, above Inkermann. I was 
agreeably surprised at the progress made, during the 
interval, (certainly considerable,) since I did duty in the 
trenches. We first rode with impunity to the old 
trenches (Chapman's battery formerly) — a proceeding of 
some risk. Leaving our horses there, we advanced along 
covered (?) ways and parallels to the distance of about a 
quarter of a mile in front. A young engineer officer 
very kindly volunteered to shew us (a surgeon in the 
Navy accompanied me) the most advanced works of all, — 
where the men were employed. A part of the " covered 
way ** being only a couple of feet high, entailed thus the 
necessity of rapid progression, not very agreeable under 
a broiling sun. 

We reached some caves, formerly in possession of the 
Russians, now being much enlarged (the " Ovens" de- 
scribed by the French). They are two in number, very 
roomy, communicating by a short passage. From the far- 
thest, we mounted by a ladder, through an aperture in the 
roof, to the ground above. Here the line of defeiK cb was 
again beginning to extend. We were then within close 
range of the enemy's rifles — whose abodes — pits in the 
earth — ^were visible not far off, and at the base of the 
accUvity we were on. The Russian fortifications were 
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a comparatively short distance off, and every now and 
then we were apprized of the circumstance by the visit of 
a shell to the working party beyond. 

The proximity of the French to the most advanced 
battery of the enemy (the Flagstaff) astonished me, and 
I could scarcely believe my informant, until by my glass 
I made out a French sentry under good cover, at so 
short a distance from the works I have aQuded to, that 
his position seemed almost as part of it. None of the 
Russians were visible. A deep ravine separates the 
French lines from ours ; this terminates in a creek where 
some sunken wrecks are visible. At this point, the enemy 
have established a small two-gun battery, which annoys 
our men in the advanced works very much. Immediately 
in front of the latter is a rocky gully — ^I apprehend a se- 
rious obstacle to further progress. This is in possession 
of the enemy, whose riflemen are located in small clefts. 
No sooner were our heads raised to get a hurried glance 
through a telescope, than the rays of sun dancing on the 
latter, afforded them a mark which they instantly availed 
themselves of, and my friend's spectacles made him incnr 
some risk of their being broken in rather a disagreeable 
manner. 

On the slope above this rocky ravine, the Redan, and 
to the right and higher up, the Round Tower (Malakoff) 
are situated at a greater altitude than our works. The 
Round Tower is almost a misnomer; the masonry having 
been nearly destroyed, and serving only as a kind of 
nucleus to the fort constructed about it. Although the 
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point is, I see, disputed in the papers, I made out satis- 
factorily that the houses in that part of the town, (suburb 
rather), in front of the French, are completely riddled, 
— converted to ruins in fact, and uninhabited. 

I saw a few of the enemy on the road near the bay 
— none elsewhere. On the other side of the main har- 
bour, large depots of stores, animals, etc., were visible. 
Of course, of the main buildings in the town (uninjured 
apparently) we had a very good view. There was a 
sortie a few nights ago, when the enemy were severely 
punished, and several of their dead are now lying outside 
the works. Our guns are for the most part in position, 
masked by gabions, etc., in front, and ammunition ready. 
My guide gave me to understand that our lines alto- 
gether extended, including I presume, the covered (?) 
ways, for seven miles. About 1800 men are employed 
in the left attack, and I believe 2500 in the right; the 
greater part of the number are on duty for twenty-four 
hours, — the remainder during the night. 

The men not engaged in fatigue duties, appeared to 
suffer much from the heat. The different attiluvlc^ were 
amusing : some were smoking under extempore tents, 
formed of great coats stretched on piled arms, and one 
group were engaged in a little round game of cards, 
contrary to Her Majesty's regulations. A man on the 
slope of a parapet, had pinned himself up, to prevent 
a fall if asleep, by means of a bayonet stuck in the 
ground by his side. The various scenes of former affairs, 
connected with fatal results between our rifles and those 
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of the enemy, were shewn to me. Rude graves are seen 
at various parts of the lines, almost everywhere. Lord 
Raglan paid a visit two days ago, but did not go to the 
most advanced parallel. He appeared well satisfied with 
the progress. 

The French it seems are making steady advances into 
the Flagstaff battery, by means of mines. They ex- 
ploded one, I was informed, last night, and another a 
day or two previous — both successfully. 

On our way back, we paid a visit to the hillock, 
termed Cathcart's hill, the sad scene of one of the epi- 
sodes of Inkermann, and burial place of that oflBcer. 
The ground is enclosed. There are neat tablets on the 
graves of Generals Goldie and Strangways ; but that of 
Sir George Cathcart, situated between them, is as yet 
unmarked by any stone. From this spot there is an ex- 
tensive view in all directions. Close by is the hut of 
Colonel Shadforth,* commanding the 57th Regiment ; an 
abode that well merits a slight description. It is sub- 
stantially built, of stone and mud, with a small cooking 
place of the same materials, adjacent. On either side is 
a small garden, evidently a work of labor, for the mould 
must have been brought from some distance. There are 
to be seen flourishing rows of potatoes, peas, beans, and 
even sundry flowers — Sweet Williams, etc., taken from a 
garden in the valley of Inkermann. Altogether it is 
quite a model camp residence. I should have said it 
was necessary for us to call at the Adjutant-General's at 
* Afterwards killed at the disastrous affair of June 18th. 
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head quarters, for au order to enter the trenches. This 
proceeding has been enforced ever since a very daring 
visit, paid by two of the enemy some time back. They 
passed themselves o£P, very ingeniously, as assistant- 
surgeons of two of our regiments, — visiting as amateurs, 
—obtained every information, and on reaching the comer 
of a hill, bolted, and disappeared in safety. 

18/A. — ^The warmest day yet ; heat quite oppressive. 
Nothing new, except, unfortunately, the extension of 
cholera to Balaklava, where seven or eight cases have 
occurred. 

19M. — ^Weather the same as yesterday ; very relaxing. 
Rumours of Canrobert being recalled, and that Pelissier, 
'' a fire eater," distinguished in Arab warfare, is appointed 
in his stead. 

20tA CSundayJ. — Still the same settled weather. 
Nothing to record, but, I am happy to add, a diminution 
in the number of cholera cases up in the lines. More 
Sardinians landed to-day, and marched up to near Ka- 
rani, where the nudn body are encamped. I regret to 
hear that Miss Nightingale is still severely ill. 

21*/. — ^Dry, cool, and temperate, owing to a pleasant 
breeze. Preparations for another expedition to Kertch 
again ordered ; the Highland brigade, some artillery, and 
a squadron of the 8th Hussars, together with the 71st 
regiment, under command of Sir George Brown, to be 
the English force employed,— about 6000 men; also 
13,000 Turks, and 7000 French. Several small steam 
frigates to form the naval force. The Russians are said 
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to have despatched 15,000 more .men since the previous 
reconnaissance ; thus the consequences of that recall are 
likely to lead to a much more sanguinary aflEBur now. 
The object seems to be, an attack on the forts, by troops 
landed, so as to admit of the war steamers passing, sub- 
sequently, into the Sea of Azov, destroying any store 
ships there, and cutting off the supply of provisions from 
the interior of Russia, conveyed first by sea, then over- 
land to Sebastopol. 

22nd. — Weather as agreeable as that of yesterday. 
The melancholy chronicle of the advent of cholera in my 
corps has again to be made. To-day, two lads of the 
last draft, after coming off guard at Balaklava, where 
the disease has been prevalent for some days, were seized 
with the usual symptoms. At first they were rather 
mild, as if likely to prove amenable to treatment, but 
afterwards increased rapidly in severity, severe spasms 
supervening. In both eases, after a duration of but 
seven hours, while the patients were rapidly becoming 
moribund, the profuse evacuations have been checked, 
and even medicines retained ; but no remedies can rouse 
them in the least from the collapse. In neither, as far as 
I can ascertain, had there been premonitory symptoms, 
previous to within an hour or so of the advent of the 
fatal seizure. 

The expedition expected to sail this evening. The 
French are said to have captured some more rifle pits on 
the extreme left, adjacent to the Quarantine harbour. 
The regiment moved to-day to the heights above Ba- 
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laklava; temporarily, during the absence of the 42nd 
Highlanders. The hospital establishment remaining here 
in my charge. 

2Srd. — ^Weather as agreeable, but a number of the un- 
.acclimatized complain of its being depressing, and amongst 
them diarrhoea is prevalent. Both cases of cholera have 
terminated fatally ; one in twelve, the other in twenty 
hours. Two fresh admissions to-day ; both aflfected for 
two days previous with diarrhoea ; happily doing well. 
A third was too ill to be removed across here, and his 
death is expected. Another man is progressing favorably. 
Fever of a very bad type, low typhoid, also prevalent and 
fatal. All the cholera cases, as yet, have been confined 
to the last draft. 

Very heavy and continued firing was audible through- 
out the night ; explained to-day as having been caused 
by an afiair between the Russians and French, resulting 
in the latter gaining possession of some new ground — rifle 
pits near the Quarantine harbour. The loss is variously 
computed, but said to be heavy on both sides. 

The expedition sailed last night, and we are looking 
forward sanguinely to tidings of success. On looking at 
the map, the only wonder seems, that the attempt has 
not been made before. Happily, there is no corrobora- 
tion of a change of ministry ; for all parties, I presume, 
would regret the circumstance at the present juncture. 

24itA, — Her Majesty's birthday, — celebrated by a 
cavalry review near Karani ; and in the Guards by foot 
races, etc., amongst the men. The weather to-day not so 
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oppressive as it was a week ago. A considerable amoant 
of sickness^ notwithstanding, still exists. My cases of 
cholera, I am happy to say, are recovering, including two 
fresh admissions with premonitory symptoms, to-day. A 
good many men, convalescent from fever, have heesi 
attacked with diarrhoea ; also most of the officers of ihe 
last draft. 

To-day I have heard a version of the affiubr of the 
22nd. It would seem the French advanced to take some 
rifle pits, and were met by a strong body of the enony, 
who had, rather singularly, purposed a sortie on the 
former. A sanguinary struggle ensued, in which the 
French are said to have acquitted themselves very well ; 
but were obliged to retire with considerable loss — ^va- 
riously estimated from seven to fourteen hundred iors dk 
combat, including a large number of the Imperial Gruard. 
Last night they attacked the Russians again, and have 
succeeded in capturing and retaining the pits. 

It is now rumoured that after the troops have esta- 
blished themselves at Kertch, (it is to be hoped after a 
successful assault), large reinforcements from here are to 
be added, and the Allies are to march against any force 
the enemy may have in the route back, via SimpheropoL 
Could such a plan be put in force, I should think it 
must prove equally advantageous to us, and detrimental 
to the projects of the enemy. 

25M. — ^A reconnaissance (?) in large force took place 
at a very early hour this morning. The troops — Sar- 
dinians, French, and Turks, together with a body of our 
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own Light Cavalry — advanced toward the Tchernaya, 
took the village of Tchernaya, and are now occupying por- 
tions of ground intervening between that place andBalak- 
lava. In fact, I believe our videttes extend some miles 
further toward Mackenzie's farm. The enemy opened fire 
vigorously fix)m the batteries on the Inkermann heights, 
but only injured one or two men. On the other hand, we 
are reported to have secured a few prisoners. The Russians 
are said to have been taken rather by surprise ; and our 
object (I presume, to ascertain whether or not the enemy 
are in force), has been so far satisfactory, that it is stated 
we are to resume operations in the field at once. An 
advance to the north side of the town is spoken of, and 
the Guards are to form a reserve at Tchergoum. 

Weather moderately hot, though, nevertheless, very 
relaxing. Another admission to the hospital with cholera 
— ^happily recovering, as well as the previous cases. 

26/A. — ^Weather the same. Another case of cholera 
this evening, rapidly approaching a fatal termination. In 
this instance, improper food and drink were, apparently, 
the exciting causes. The man admitted yesterday, and 
the two others, are recovering favorably. Nothing new 
from the fix)nt. The 31st regiment arrived two days ago. 
Heavy thunder, and other indications of a storm. 

27M (Sunday). — Very loud thunder, followed by 
heavy, continued rain, throughout the greater part of the 
day. The disagreeable fact is pretty evident that a hut 
of the ordinary kind is even less waterproof than a tent : 
scarcely a dry place could be found on the floor of mine ; 
and, but for sundry vessels and a waterproof over my 
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bed/ the latter would have this evening been in a condi- 
tion for a hydropathic patient. 

A general order was communicated this afternoon to 
the different regiments, by request of the Commander- 
in-Chief, acquainting them with the satisfactory intelli- 
gence that the force landed at Kertch without opposition 
on the 24th (Her Majesty's birthday), and, in like man- 
ner, took possession of the forts, containing fifty lai^ 
guns, extensive foundries, etc. Also, that the Sea of 
Azov has thus been opened, and in our occupation. No- 
thing is said about any prisoners being taken. 

The case of cholera alluded to yesterday, has, con- 
trary to my expectation lingered up to the present period 
— at one time even rallying so much as to afford hopes 
of recovery. 

28tA. — A fine, cold, day ; the ground drying rapidly. 
Two more cases of cholera, I regret to record, and several 
of severe diarrhoea. An opinion beginning generally to 
gain ground, that the bombardment is on the point of 
being recommenced, and with a successful result this 
time. It is asserted that information has been gained 
that the enemy in Sebastopol are suffering greatly from 
famine and disease ; therefore they are not likely to be 
able to make a vigorous resistance. It may also reason- 
ably be presumed that they are somewhat dispirited by 
our successes, as well at Kertch as in all recent affairs in 
the trenches. Their force, at present, on the north side 
of the town and heights above Inkermann, would seem 
to be somewhat smaller than has been supposed. 

The fleet and troops sent to Kertch have proceeded 
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on to Taganrog — a place of some consequence at the top 
of the Sea of Azov — I presume, after leaving a garrison 
at the former. About twelve or fourteen large mortars (?) 
are said also to have been despatched to Kertch yesterday 
— a circumstance rather indicative of its permanent occu- 
pancy by the Allies. 

Several deaths from cholera are reported as having 
occurred in cases of ofl&cers recently arrived ; one a Sar- 
dinian colonel. The disease has also shewn itself amongst 
their men to a considerable extent. 

29M. — ^Windy, but temperate. Nothing to record. 

30M. — ^Weather as yesterday; rather tempestuous 
during the night. Some renewal of firing (unusual of 
late) last night, and again this evening. An order given 
out to-day for large parties of the Guards to be employed 
in gabion making — a proceeding believed to have refer- 
ence to the impending attack. 

Cholera still prevalent amongst the Guards — ^happily, 
not increasing. To-day, two of the Coldstreams have 
died from it. As yet we have had eleven cases and five 
deaths. When collapse has come on, recovery, in the 
present instances, seems hopeless. 

Further particulars have been learnt of the Kertch 
expedition. It would seem we opened fire in the even- 
ing, to which the enemy repUed from the forts ; neither 
party, I believe, inflicting much injury. In the morning, 
on renewing it, no return was made from the fortress, 
and on approaching closer, it was discovered to be 
evacuated; the garrison, about 1500 or 2000 men, hav- 
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ing marched oflF, no one knew where to, in the night. 
Kertch is described as a small town, containing several 
good buildings and shops. Some Turks, who persisted 
in plundering, were shot. The Tartar inhabitants, as in 
former instances, shewed anything but an amicable dis- 
position towards their Russian masters, as far as could be 
judged. Extensive stores of grain and coal were found, 
and destroyed, together with a magazine. A steamer 
was in the act of towing a vessel containing the Gover- 
nor's effects, but in order to save herself, was obliged to 
allow the latter to fall into our hands. Several small ves- 
sels laden with provisions, were taken. The allied force 
is now said to be intrenching itself at Kertch. 

SOth. — Weather moderately warm, and, as far as can 
be judged, healthy for the period. A &esh breeze all 
day. Notwithstanding, the cholera has attacked the 
Grenadier Guards, encamped in a most healthy locality, 
near the summit of a rocky slope, with much virulence, 
and, I understand, they have had twenty cases and five 
deaths within the last two days At present we have six 
cases under treatment, some of which, I fear, are ap- 
proaching a fatal termination. Fever still as prevalent 
and fatal, and several cases of acute dysentery are under 
care. We must hope, this outbreak, affecting the un- 
acclimatized, will subside, as in several corps recently 
arrived — 3rd, 48th, and other regiments. The Sardi- 
nians in the plain are, we hear, suffering severely. The 
locality, especially after heavy rain, affords 8ome tangible 
and predisposing cause. 
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Further reinforcements (68rd regiment), are being 
sent to Kertch, I hear, with the view of an attack on " 
Anapa. 

An explosion, like that of a large magazine, was 
heard yesterday evening, but where it took place, and 
from what cause, has not yet transpired. 

June \Bt. — Weather again warm, but still not oppres- 
sive, though evidently relaxing in its efPects. Cholera 
rather subsiding in the brigade of Guards. It has been 
most fatal and severe in the Grenadiers, who, in about 
three days, have lost sixteen men out of thirty-two cases. 

News from the Sea of Azov of either the capture or 
destruction of one hundred and sixty vessels of various 
kinds, some store-ships, and three small war-steamers (?). 
The greater portion appear to have been destroyed by 
the enemy, voluntarily. Several small men-of-war, I be- 
lieve, escaped ; but, sooner or later, we may expect to get 
possession of them. 

The force at Kertch has been strengthened by the 
72nd Highlanders, who had arrived here within the last 
few days, but had not disembarked. It is now rumoured 
that an attack is to be made on Anapa, where some Rus- 
sian ships of war are sheltered; and Acrobat, is also 
spoken of. 

Lord Ward and a party of officers went for a trip down 
the coast, as far as Yalta, a few days ago. The scenery 
is described as particularly bold and picturesque. Various 
villas, belonging to Prince Woronzoff and other Russian 
nobles, were seen. Yalta, a pretty little town, appeared 
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to be well inhabited, and a number of Russian ladies 
were visible. 

This evening, feeling rather indisposed from con- 
finement in camp, I took a ride to the Tchemaya, which 
passes up the Inkermann valley, in the hope of getting 
to Tchorgoum. The Sardinian sentries, however, had 
orders to prevent any one going so far, and I was obliged 
to content myself by limiting the ride, a most refreshing 
one, to a romantic glen, bounded by rocky heights, 
between which the little river winds amongst orchards 
carpeted with rich clover. At the extremity, the fine 
poplars of the village were visible about a mile off; the 
view, altogether, forming the materiel for a very pretty 
pamting. Close to the entrance of this ravine, the river 
is crossed by a small aqueduct, conveying water, I be- 
lieve, to Sebastopol. The structure is of stone, rather 
neat, with a foot-walk for passengers. On the top of 
the rocky heights were picquets of Sardinian rifles, whose 
romantic head-dress and costume, generally a green 
frock, with broad flat hat, surmounted by a plume of 
green feathers, gave rather a Tyrolean effect to the 
scene. A number of men were bathing, and an English 
ofl&cer was fishing, with a crooked stick for a rod. He 
told me he was unsuccessful ; but the Zouaves, who are 
adepts at everything connected with foraging, have caught 
some trout. In recrossing the plain on my way back — 
out of the beaten track, — I came upon a melancholy 
object, — the remains of a soldier, and from the facings 
on the collar (yellow), I fear one of our dragoons who 
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had fallen in the cavalry chai^ of Balaklava. He seemed 
to have been superficially interred, as the middle of his 
body only was underground, and the rain, probably 
heavy, had washed away the earth from his extremities : 
the head was gone. 

2nd. — No change in the weather, or events of any 
kind. We are said to be waiting for the French before 
re-opening the bombardment ; and, supposing field opera- 
tions to recommence at the same time, for some 20,000 
more baggage animals required by the Transport Corps. 

Srd {Sunday). — Weather becoming warmer, but not 
so oppressive as a little while ago, there being firequently 
a slight breeze to temper it. 

Further satisfactory rumours from the Sea of Azov of 
our having taken a store containing six months' provisions 
at Genitchi, and about fifty more guns ; together with a 
large sum of money, which is very doubtful. Whatever 
the real facts may be, however, there can be little doubt 
that we have done more injury to the enemy during the 
last few weeks, than throughout the whole period of the 
war. Speculative and enthusiastic individuals are ever 
talking of prize-money. Query? Would a private's share 
purchase an ounce of tobacco ? 

A cavalry reconnaissance to Baidar took place to-day. 
It is described as a pretty viUage, in a picturesque vaUey, 
near the coast, and about twelve miles off. A quantity 
of tolerable country wine and some tobacco were found 
there. 

Recent observation appears to shew very forcibly 



Digitized by 



Google 



382 8UB8IDSNCE OF CHOLERA. 

that the enemy's force has been much exaggerated. It 
is now known that they pass and repass men across the 
main harbour, in order to convey the impression of rein- 
forcements having arrived. 

More artillery have reached the camp from England 
in the ' Indiana.' 

I am happy to record the subsidence of cholera in 
the brigade, and I hope soon to chronicle its extinction. 
Further precautions are being adopted in the vicinity cl 
Balaklava, by covering the graves with layers of powdered 
charcoal and lime, and a thick covering of gravel. 

Pacific '' shaves '' again in the ascendant. 

4M. — ^Nothing new. The men of aU the corps near 
Balaklava exempted from trench duty, are employed in 
fascine and gabion making. Weather the same. Want 
of appetite a very general complaint, even amongst those 
in good health otherwise. The cholera again rather on 
the increase. A case has occurred in an old soldier, with 
whom the malady proved fatal in a few hours ; he had 
no premonitory symptoms, however, having on the morn- 
ing of the day of his decease been quite well. We must 
hope that tins will prove an exception. 

5/A. Weather as agreeable and apparently healthy, 
notwithstanding which, cholera continues its ravages. A 
sad feature now observable, is, its attacking men debi- 
litated by previous illness. 

To-day at twelve o'clock, I was summoned to a man 
who, at my morning visit about two hours previous, was 
perfectly free from any symptom of the disease, being 
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coDvalesceiit from a severe attack of typhus fever. He 
died this evening. Yesterday a similar instance occurred. 
Toward the close of the epidemic in Bulgaria, the same 
tendency in the malady to shew itself in enfeebled sub- 
jects was manifested. 

News of further important successes in the Sea of 
Azov, — bombardment and destruction of several small 
towns and forts, capture of four war steamers, and about 
two hundred and forty other ships. 
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THIRD BOMBARDMENT— <JAPTUBE OP THE MAMELON — RETURN OF THE 
EXPEDITION FROM THE 8EA OF AZOV — FOURTH BOMBARDMENT — 
UNSUCCESSFUL ASSAULTS ON THE MALAKOPF AND REDAN ^AP- 
PREHENDED SCARCITY OF WATER— OPINIONS OF NATIVE PHYSI- 
CIANS ON DISEASES OP THE COUNTRY — RETURNS OF MORTALITY 
IN THE aUARDS — ^DEATH OF LORD RAGLAN. 

6M. — At three o'clock a.m., the third bombardment 
commenced, and has continued miintemiptedly up to 
this evening, when it began to slacken somewhat. The 
reports, as far as could be ascertained, were as many as 
fifty in a minute. The firing has, therefore, been heavier 
than on the previous occasions. The results I have not 
yet heard. The day has been as settled as any during 
the past week ; very little wind. 

It is rumoured that the Mamelon is to be taken to- 
night ; the fire of the batteries throughout the day having, 
I believe, been chiefly concentrated on it as the ''point 
cTappuf of the town. 

Happily, no deaths from cholera to-day, although 
nearly all the debilitated men in hospital, though con- 
valescent from fever, have been affected with diarrhoea ; 
and throughout the day I have been in momentary ex- 
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pectatioD of being summoned to cases similar to the one 
alluded to yesterday. 

This complication — diarrhoea tending to cholera, 
supervening a fever — ^renders it very difficult to prescribe 
for the men thus affected. 

1th, — ^The bombardment has continued vigorously ; 
but as yet nothing is known here as to results. The 
Mamelon is expected to be stormed this evening. Heavy 
thunder and partial rain during the middle of the day, 
rendering it rather difficult to distinguish the artillery of 
the heavens from that of man. Up to the present date 
there have been forty-four cases of cholera in my corps : 
with the exception of two, all men of the last draft. Of 
these, seventeen have died. At the time I am writing 
(9 o'clock), a heavy musketry fire has succeeded a pause 
in that of the artillery, — the storming of the Mamelon, I 
conclude. The evening is now calm and settled: but above 
the dark outline of hill intervening between us and Se- 
bastopol, the frequent flickering light illuminating the 
sky shows the struggle to be going on. 

8M. — ^I am at length enabled to give some account, 
necessarily imperfect, of events yesterday, as detailed to 
me — ^my melancholy duties here, of course precluding my 
presence at the scene of action : — 

At five o'clock, the storming party of about 20,000 
French, under General Pelissier, and 2000 British (Light 
Division), having fallen in, three rockets were discharged 
as a signal. Upon this, the allied batteries, which had 
previously slackened fire, opened furiously on the Mala- __ 
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koff redoubt^ in order to cover the attack of the stormers 
(French) on the Mamelon — the former fortification being 
in a position to command the latter. The duty of the 
British was to take some rifle pits recently thrown up in 
firont of the Redan, preliminary to the assault of the latter. 
The French swarmed like bees into the Mamelon, over- 
coming opposition ; and, although the occupancy of tiiis 
work was alone intended, proceeded to the Malakoff. 
After a sanguinary struggle there, they were repulsed, 
again obliged to vacate the Mamelon, and retreat to their 
own lines. Affairs then looked inauspicious. However, 
the French resumed the attack again, got possession, and 
retained the Russian work. Their loss has been very 
considerable; in a great measure, I believe, owing to their 
reckless courage in proceeding, aft;er the capture of the 
Mamelon, to attack the Malakoff. 

During the night, it would seem the enemy on the 
Inkermann heights fired into our advanced lines in the 
valley below ; I have not heard with what effect. The 
spectacle of the assault, from all accounts, must have 
been a striking and exciting one. The precision of the 
arrangements and firing appear to have been perfect. 
The rockets were thrown with admirable effect over the 
heads of our men into the ranks of the enemy. 

Evening. —I regret to have to record a very severe 
loss on the part of the British last night, — about twenty 
officers and four hundred men hors de combat — most of 
the former killed. These casualties were chiefly occa- 
sioned by a sortie made by the enemy after the capture 
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k4 the pits ; the latter being an exposed position not far 
from the Redan. 

The Allies have been occupied throughout the day in 
cfTiXling a communication between the captured works 
and the advanced parallels, and in strengthening the 
former in various ways. The firing has not been heavy. 
The gtnis of the Malakoff, I should have said, have been 
ainioiit silenced by ours. It is reported that a division 
o( the enemy has left the heights of Inkermann, en route 
out of the Crimea. The reason alleged is the scarcity of 
Ufod. There is also a rumour that the submarine tele- 
graphic wire has been divided by the Greeks near Varna. 
Fne hundred prisoners were taken by the Fa^nch, in- 
cluding four or five officers. 

9/i. — The firing has been slack all day, until this 
oining about six o'clock, when it re-opened and con- 
tinued veiy hi*avy until half-past nine : musketry was then 
audible instead. Both have for the present (ten o'clock) 
ciOAcd. Weather healthy and temi)erate. 

10/i fSuMi{*ijfy, — A sortie was made hist night by 
the enemy on the Mamelon, which was immediately le- 
pul^d with lass. I bclie\e the storming of the Malakofi* 
is difcrred for two or three days, until the Mamelon is 
put in a state to n^ist efiectuolly any futim: attacks. The 
n lies in the Mamelon after its capture, are said to have 
\kxx\ juidly illuhtrative of the event — fragments of human 
1>(h1us, gun-carriages, etc., strewing the place. The 
uiag^uuie was constructed at a considerable depth under- 
gnmnd , and this rendered it as secure as possible from an 
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explosion. Farther sucoesses reported in the Sea of Azo?, 
including the capture of a number of forts. The firing 
almost ceased throughout the day until about three o'clock 
p.m., when it recommenced very heavily, and continued 
so during the evening, but f^ble in the night. 

The cholera happily appears to be subsiding ; all the 
latter admissions having done well. The three last deaths 
have occurred in men convalescent from fever, but de- 
bilitated, — a distressing circumstance, and, of course, 
disheartening to the other poor fellows similarly circum- 
stanced. 

Mti. — ^Weather as settled, and moderately warm. 
Firing almost ceased throughout the day. A further 
delay of three or four days spoken of before an attack on 
the Malakoff. A rumour that Anapa has been taken and 
destroyed ; the Russians having previously abandoned it. 

12/A. — ^Weather as favorable. Scarcely any firing 
audible. The expedition returned this evening, after ful- 
filling its mission in a bloodless, but most satisfiEictory, 
manner. Anapa, I believe, was found deserted by the 
enemy, and has been handed over to the tender mercies 
of the Circassians. The French have pushed their re- 
connaissances to some distance into the interior, and I 
understand the Sardinian outposts extend several miles 
beyond Tchergoum. 

13M. — Nothing of importance to record. A complete 
cessation of firing — ^both parties apparently preparing for 
the approaching struggle, expected towards the dose of 
this week. My regiment has returned to the occupation 
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of the hats here, from those pertaining to the 42nd 
Highlanders. The 72nd Highlanders have gone ap to 
the front. 

14:tA. — Weather continues fine; heat tempered by a 
refreshing breeze throughout the day. Notwithstanding 
which, cholera, or rather choleraic diarrhoea, affecting 
those weakened by other previous illness, still lingers. 
To-day, a man in hospital has been carried off. The Slst 
and 7l8t regiments have gone up to the front. The re- 
newal of the bombardment and assault are now said to 
be postponed for another week. Vegetation beginning 
to wither and dry up, from the heat. 

15M. — ^Weather favorable. Made a very interesting 
excursion into the country to-day, with a companion. We 
left our camp early in the morning, and proceeded along 
the lines occupied by the Highlanders and Marines, to the 
summit of the heights above Balaklava, termed the Crow's 
Nest. We then emerged and proceeded by a rocky path 
along the cliffs, gradually turning inland. In the slight 
undulation of the coast (the scene of the shipwrecks), 
near the entrance to the harbour, lay about forty-seven 
ships of all kinds, at regular distances from each other 
— a very pretty foreground to the ultramarine-colored 
sea and hcnrizon. We passed the picquets of marines, 
and reached their camp, about three miles from the lines 
of Balaklava. Thenceforward the character of the scenery 
changed from huge, abrupt, and occasionally perpendicular 
masses of rock, dotted with stunted shrubs, to a park- 
like character, with trees (many of them well grown) — 
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beech; oak, and ask — rich in summer foliage, situated in 
ravines of luxuriant herbage. The road, a very rude one, 
is being repaired by the French. The trees bordering 
it gave many portions quite an English aspect. 

After proceeding about two miles further, and six from 
Balaklava, we came upon a prospect the most striking, 
and, of its kind, more beautiful than any I have seen in 
the Crimea. In front and below us lay an amphitheatre <^ 
perfect park-like scenery, rich pasturage, with clumps of 
well grown trees of various kinds, a small stream pass- 
ing through, and two villages, called Maskomia and 
Vemowka in the centre. Here a strong body of French 
cavalry (Cuirassiers), are quartered. Bounding the view 
on the background, were a range of rocky heights, 
covered with a dense forest of fine timber, extending up 
a considerable acclivity, and terminating in the lofty clifis 
overhanging the sea. 

We proceeded up a rocky ravine skirting the forest, 
by an admirable road, (the WoronzoflT), which we had 
struck into, about two miles fmrther, until we reached 
the hunting lodge of a Count Piawsky. From the sum- 
mit of this new, but rather gim-crack structure (con- 
sisting, chiefly, of gaudily painted wood), we had a view 
of the village, or rather town, (for it consisted of a large 
number of houses), of Baidar ; situated in a vale of the 
same name, — ^pretty, but not so attractive, as the scene 
I have just described. This place seemed to be about 
two miles off, but we had not time to advance further, 
nor were we aware whether or not we would be allowed 
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to proceed bo far, this lodge appearing to be the boundary 
of the French picquets. However, we might have availed 
ourselves of the escort of a company of French, appa- 
rently proceeding, as a small reconnaissance, towards 
Baidar. I only saw one large house, resembling a 
chateau, visible in the distance. 

We returned home by another route more inland, 
keeping entirely to the Woronzoff road, — a work of great 
merit, and well deserving notice. It has been constructed 
I believe, entirely at the expense of the proprietor (who 
owns all the country in this direction), and is carried along 
the margins of rocky passes, and hewn out of masses of 
stone, — an achievement, altogether, of much labor, and 
evincing considerable engineering skill. The road is ad- 
mirable, and equal to any stage-coach one in England. 
We came out at Kamara, from a long rocky ravine, co- 
vered with stunted trees, through which the Tchemaya 
flows, and returned home by the plain, after an interest- 
ing ride of nearly twenty miles altogether. 

Near one of the viUages I have alluded to (Mas- 
komia), is an interesting relic of the old inhabitants, — 
a burial-ground, containing numerous tomb-stones, with 
the turban and other symbols of the Mussulman faith. 
The houses of the villages were all dismantled. 

16th. — ^Weather warmer again, and very little wind. 
The brigade moved this afternoon at five o'clock, p.m., 
to ground situated in the rear of the Third Division; 
the First being intended as a reserve at the assault. 
This event is confidently spoken of as to take place after 
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a firesh bombardment, expected to begin to-morrow at 
daybreak. 

Cholera again more prevalent and fatal. Three ad- 
missions to-day, one of which terminated fatally in about 
eight hours. 

ntA (iSundayJ.-^The bombardment opened this 
morning at four o'clock, a.m., precisely, and has con- 
tinued, with slight intervals, incessantly throughout the 
day. Some of the smaller ships diverted attention by a 
fire on the seaward forts. The spectacle fix)m the ground 
near the old lines. Chapman's valley, was very impres- 
sive. An exciting day and evening at the time I write 
these hurried lines. The arrangements for the wounded, 
are better than on any previous occasion, — a number of 
huts, not far distant from our probable locality, being given 
over for hospital use. As far as we know, we are to act 
as a reserve force, but of course every one is prepared to 
take an active part in the trying business. 

A beautiful day, but very warm; the evening as 
calm and the weather as settled as could be desired. A 
fearful anniversary of Waterloo is likely to be perpe- 
tuated. The French and Sardinians are said to have 
advanced across the Tchemaya, and to have actually 
gained a position on the plateau extending to the north 
side of the town. A large quantity of straw has been 
conveyed into Sebastopol, not improbably, according to 
their habit, to set fire to the town as a last proceeding 
before evacuation. 

The guns of the Malakoff, at five o'dock in the 
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evening, were almost silenced,— our fire being altogether 
greatly preponderant over that of the enemy. 

Parade ordered, without bugle-call or any noise, at 
three o'clock a.m., so I must turn in now, eleven o'clock, 
and nurse myself for duties to-morrow. May God grant 
me power to perform them efficiently. 

18M. — ^The First Division marched up between three 
and four o'clock a.m., to ground a little to the rear of 
the right attack. The assault had ahready commenced, 
and we could see it dimly through the smoke. As re- 
gards the attack of the French on the Malakoff, — after a 
protracted struggle they were obliged to retire, with 
great loss ; and I regret to record a like failure in our own 
attempt on the Redan, — also with considerable sacrifice 
of life. General Pelissier appears to have preferred a 
rather different mode of proceeding to that suggested by 
Lord Raglan ; owing to which, it is said, the fire of the 
Mamelon, not having previously been heavy enough to 
divert that of the Malakoff, the latter was enabled to play 
on the Redan, and contributed in some degree to our 
failure. The loss includes, it is reported. Sir John 
Campbell, commanding the storming party, Colonel Yea, 
of the 7th, acting brigadier, and a large number of of- 
ficers and men of the 7th and 34th regiments, — in all 
about seven hundred. The French are said to have had 
6000 men placed hors de combat, including two generals. 

We were marched back here between eleven and 
twelve o'clock. Although a repetition of the assault was 
at first spoken <^, it is said to be abandoned, and further 
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sacrifice of life avoided by an investment of the north 
side of the town — abeady rumoured to have been partly 
eflTected by the Sardinians, together with a large body of 
French. 

All admit that the Malakoff should have been bom- 
barded vigorously for some hours prior to the attack. 
We give a strong covering party from the division to the 
trenches to-night. 

The French are said to have taken and retained some 
ground in the vicinity of the Garden battery, — a ceme- 
tery, I believe. 

19 th, — The First Division gave a detachment from 
each regiment, as a covering party, at four o'clock yester- 
day evening. It returned this evening at eight o'clock, 
with a loss, in my regiment, of four killed and eight 
wounded, one dangerously, and four severely. The other 
regiments lost in smaller proportion. I believe the enemy 
were more occupied in repairing the Redan, than in ex- 
pecting an attack. There was a flag of truce this after- 
noon for several hours to bury the dead: the Russians 
turned out, I understand, in very neat uniforms, contrast- 
ing favorably with ours. They did not appear elated. 
Sickness, I regret to say, is increasing. Many cases, chiefly 
of one t3rpe — febrile symptoms, accompanied with diarr- 
hoea — may be attributed to exposure to the sun yesterday. 
To-day a perfect sirocco has been prevalent. Weather still 
settled. Yesterday afternoon there was a slight shower. 

20/A. — Nothing new. Various reasons assigned for 
the failure in the attack, and it is now said that the 
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French were deceived by a blue flag, hoisted by the 
enemy, in the Malakoff, and which it had been pre- 
arranged by the former, was to be a signal of success. 
The loss is reported to have been exaggerated as regards 
the French, while that of the British is underrated. The 
latter estimated at between thirteen and fourteen hun- 
dred ;* the former at less than five thousand. A further 
delay of six weeks is said to be determined on, pending 
the arrival of another siege train. Drafts of men, about 
eight hundred, arrived from England, for different corps 
out here. 

2l8t. — A much more temperate day ; a cool breeze 
prevalent throughout. No cases of cholera have occurred 
in the regiment since removal to camp ; but in the huts 
at Balaklava, several amongst the sick and convalescents. 

Very conflicting statements prevalent, relative to the 
losses of various regiments in the late unfortunate affair. 
Lord Raglan is said to feel acutely the disastrous result. 
The 18th are reported to have penetrated into the streets 
of the town, near the cemetery, occupied houses during 
the night, and got back the following day, bringing with 
them a pianoforte and a baby 1 as " musical.'' 



♦ Officiallietum:— 
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Officers 


21 


62 


Bank and File 


144 
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Naval Brigade 


14 


62 
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179 
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mementoes. It would seem the officers were again pid^ed 
off, owing to the conspicuous nature of their uniforoL 

22ik/. — ^Weather continues temperate for the period 
of the year. Nothing further known as to future si^ 
operations. General Estcourt is seriously ill from cholera. 
Judging from the papers, the peace parly appears to be 
gaining much ground in England. More artillery ar- 
rived. 

23r^. — ^The aspect of the sky was unsettled, and die 
day rather sultry but fine, until about eight o'clock this 
evening, when slight showers came on, together with the 
most vivid and continuous lightning, and correspondingly 
loud and prolonged thunder I ever witnessed. Rode to 
the Sanatorium near the old castle of Balaklava, on a 
plateau near the sea> and where our wounded are located. 
I found them progressing most favorably — cheerful and 
contented, enjoying every comfort that could be desired, 
even in an hospital in England. 

Diarrhoea very prevalent. Cholera also again more 
so, and of an equally fatal type, characterized by imme- 
diate collapse at the commencement, and proceeding to 
a fatal termination, attended with Uttle or no dischai^ 
from the body. We have as yet lost only two men by it 
here, one a sergeant, who had been acclimatized. The Gre- 
nadier Guards have lost five or six. Several cases have 
also occurred in the regiments encamped near Balaklava. 

Grave doubts are expressed by every one as to the 
supply of water sufficing for the wants of the army 
within the Unes. The reservoirs from which that of the 
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first Division is procured, have fallen considerably since 
their arrival. The present site of the camp is objection- 
able, being surrounded on every side by debris of the 
French encampments from the past winter, and also 
situated somewhat in a valley. 

During the last two nights there has been short brisk 
firing, both of artillery and musketry. 

24tth (Sunday) . — ^Weather much cooler. The ram 
last evening seems to have been very partial. Here there 
was scarcely enough to moisten the ground, and in the 
trenches none at all ; whilst at Balaklava, the fall of water 
from the hill was so great, as to wash away to some dis- 
tance several tents on the height, recently occupied by the 
42nd. It also completely upturned the rails on the line 
near Kade-koi, and carried away a number of horse-boxes, 
and it is said, several Sardinians (?) located adjacent, into 
the bay. To-day it is again clear. 

Two more cases of cholera which, together with that 
admitted yesterday, are doing well. Is not the more 
fiavorable progress attributable to the fact of the men, 
whose duty is much heavier now, taking care to report 
themselves at an earlier period P The Utile advantage of 
a previous residence in the Mediterranean, is shown by 
the fact of the 31st, recently arrived here after a sojourn 
of several years in the Ionian Isles, having suffered se- 
verely from diarrhoea since their arrival. 

26M. — Weather cool but unsettled, indicative of 
showers. Two ships, one containing clothing for the 
regiment, reported to have been lost on their passage 
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from England, one in the Bosphorus, the other in the 
Bay of Biscay. 

26ti. — ^The evening so cold as to render extra cloth- 
ing necessary. Sky looks stormy. Nothing new. General 
Estcourt has died from cholera. 

I may here, for lack of more interesting topics, 
notice the very different mode of treating diseases of the 
climate adopted by native physicians, at Constantinople 
and elsewhere. The importance of diet in disease^ ap- 
pears to be most fully recognized, and medicine is con- 
sidered subservient to the former. This especially applies 
to the treatment of the bowel affections conmion to the 
climate. Our idea of a low regimen seems to be regarded 
rather as a full one by them. Ptisans are favorite reme- 
dies, made with the abundant natural vegetables and 
fruits of the country; whilst the numerous powerful 
medicines employed by us in like cases — calomel, anti- 
mony, etc., are seldom, if at all, administered. Leeching 
appears to be the chief depletory measure employed. 
Acute dysentery is not considered by them a disease, svi 
generis; but merely a sjrmptom of a certain local fever, of 
the remittant type. On this principle the treatment is 
employed, and I must in justice add, I believe with con- 
siderable success. 

21th, — ^Weather still keeps showery and cool, in the 
evening rather chilly. The enemy's fire on our working 
parties and advanced parallels, leads to a number of casual- 
ties daily. The French are constructing a battery in front 
of and below the Mamelon, with the view, I believe, of 
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destroying, if possible, the enemy's ships, before an attack 
on the Malakoff is again attempted. It is now said that 
two Erench regiments got into the fort, but were destroyed 
by fire from the men-of-war. On our side, we are also 
throwing up a battery, chiefly for mortars, in front of the 
Redan ; the enemy being engaged in a like occupation. 
Our occasional fire on the town is now more destructive to 
some of the larger buildings which have hitherto escaped. 

Several officers have died fix)m cholera. The sickness 
amongst officers and noncommissioned officers, appears to 
me now proportionately greater than with the men, — an 
unusual circumstance here. 

2StA, — Smart showers during the night; the day 
rather windy, but cool and agreeable. My cholera return 
up to the present date, includes sixty admissions, and 
twenty-six deaths. All the cases except four occurred in 
the last draft. 

A return has been made of deaths in the Brigade of 
Guards fix)m October 1st, 1854, to May 1st, 1855, as 
follows : — 

In the Crimea. At Scutari. 
Grenadier Guards ... 190 201 

ColdBtream Guards . . 120 269 

Scots Fusilier Guards 178 162 

Total.. 488 632 100 1220 

29tA. — Heavy showers during the night. The day 
cool, and evening chilly. The melancholy event of Lord 
Raglan's death, from diarrhoea, or cholera, yesterday 
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evening, was oommnnicated to the army this morning 
by lieutenant-General Simpson, who, as senior office 
assumed temporary oonmiand ; Sir George Brown, who 
was next in seniority to our lamented Commander-in- 
Chief, having, by a medical board held to-day, gone 
home invalided. Every one is greatly shocked, for no 
general could have ranked higher in the estimation of an 
army than the deceased, whose uniform kindness and 
courtesy have been such as few in his position ever 
evinced in a like degree. Nothing new as regards the 
siege ; there is generally a little brisk firing at intervals 
every night, apparently productive of no results of any 
consequence. 

80/A. — ^The weather continues delightfully temperate; 
the evenings, however, a Uttle chilly. Lord Raman's 
remains removed on board the ' Caradoc,' for transporta- 
tion to England. Lord Hardinge rumoured to be his 
successor here. The 13th regiment arrived fix)m Gibral- 
tar. The engineer, a German named Totleben, who has 
constructed and superintended the defences of Sebasto- 
pol, is said to have died. Another report to the effect 
that Luders, with a very large force, is marching firom 
the interior to Sebastopol. ks a set off, it is said that 
40,000 French troops are on the way here. A. number 
of casualties have arisen in the trenches, from shells and 
other missiles falling short, and injuring our own men. 
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RUMOURS OP THE ALLIES TAKING THE FIELD — ^HEAVY TRENCH CASUAL- 
TIES — RIDE TO TRAKTIR BRIDGE — SORTIE OF THE ENEMY ON THE 
MAMSLON — ATTEMPT TO DESTROY THEIR SHIPPING — ANOTHER 
SORTIE OF THE ENEMY — KAMIESGH AND KA^YATCH — ^AUTUMNAL 

RAINS — DEBIUTATING EFFECTS OF THE WEATHER SECOND 

SPRING. 

1*/ July (Sunday). — ^A continuance of most agreeable 
weather ; very different from the oppressive heat of the 
like period last year. Nothing new, not even ashore, 
except a doubtful and doleful allusion to huts being al- 
ready ordered for the ensuing winter. 

^nd. — ^Weather as mild, almost chilly, sometimes, 
throughout the day, and decidedly so in the evening. It 
is now pretty generally reported and believed that the 
late Commander-in Chief assented to the arrangement of 
Felissier relative to the assault, contrary to his own plans. 
If the general impression of that officer's proceedings is 
correct, they would seem to have been lamentably ill- 
judged. Information, it is said, was obtained that the 
Russians intended a sortie at three o'clock, a.m., on the 
morning of the 18th. The plan to be adopted would 
seem simple, viz., to wait for their attack, and then fol- 
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low any successful repulse by an assault. Instead of this, 
the French were the aggressors, at a time, and under cir- 
cumstances,, when the enemy were best prepared for re- 
sistance, having assembled an additional force. The Rus- 
sians, during the last truce, expressed their suprise at our 
attempting the attack on the Redan with such a very 
small party. 

There can be httle doubt that grief exercised a con- 
siderable influence on the termination of Lord Raglan's 
illness, and that he died more from shock to the system 
than actual disease. The diarrhoea, with which he had 
been seized, had been checked on the morning of lus 
decease ; but about six in the evening he began to sink 
suddenly, and expired at nine o'clock. 

Srd. — Heavy storms during the night ; day delight- 
fully cool, but rather uncertain. The weather is now 
much like that of April in England under favorable cir- 
cumstances. A very well-worded order, relative to the 
late sad event, promulgated by (jeneral Fehssier to the 
French army, and a somewhat similar one by General 
La Marmora to the Sardinians. 

General Simpson officially notified as the new Com- 
mander-in-chief of the British army. Lord Raglan's 
body was removed this afternoon to the * Caradoc,' which 
conveys it home. Farties of fifty men and three officers 
attended from each regiment, as an escort, for a distance 
of two miles ; the rest of the army being confined to quar- 
ters, and the French undertaking the remainder of the 
route, as far as the place of embarkation — Kazach bay. 
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All the Staff of the deceased, except Colonel Steele, Mili- 
tary Secretary, have also gone home on leave. 

Rumours prevalent of the British army being about 
to take the field, but it appears so manifestly our policy, 
after the successes at Eertch, to act simply on the defen- 
sive, that I, for one, do not credit them. 

Cholera has happily ceased for the time, the last cases 
having all recovered. Dysentery and fever are, however, 
becoming more prevalent ; the latter as yet only in a 
mild form. The Russians seem to have ascertained the 
time of our reliefs, and this evening, killed and wounded 
ten of the rifles, whilst the latter were leaving the 
trenches ; besides lesser casualties in other corps. Our 
fire at present appears to be directed chiefly on the larger 
buildings, with the view, I believe, of preventing any 
cover being afforded, by those near the water, to the 
shipping. An English engineer officer was taken prisoner, 
when accidentally going beyond our lines last night. 

4M. — Heavy showers this morning ; the after part of 
the day as agreeable as heretofore. Nothing new. The 
sad ceremony of transporting Lord Raglan's remains, 
was conducted very quietly yesterday; the coffin, covered 
by a Union Jack, was conveyed on a gun carriage, drawn 
by artillery horses. 

otA. — ^Weather warmer, not disagreeably so, and 
settled. The casualties last night were heavy ; two killed 
and seven or eight wounded, in the trenches. The in- 
adequate protection, (if indeed that term can be applied), 
afforded by the traverses, is admitted ; and, I believe, is 
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about to be remedied in consequence of the grave results. 
The embankments protect only the lower part of the 
body and extremities. 

The battery of the French, erecting in front of the 
Mamelon, being found to be too far (some 2000 yards,) 
distant from the shipping, to render their destruction 
probable, the following expedient is to be adopted soon. 
A very large body, 14,000 men, each with a sand-bag, 
are to construct, in the course of a selected night, on 
ground five hundred yards nearer the vessels, a battery 
for the purpose of more effectually silencing and destroy- 
ing the latter, and thus paving the way to the assault on 
the Malakoff. 

6M. — Weather much warmer. Slight thunder showen 
this morning. Heavy firing again last night, and five 
casualties in the Grenadier Guards. The drain on the 
brigade, and army generally, is becoming considerable. 
Sickness, including fever, and diarrhoea, running on, if 
unchecked, to dysentery. 

On reference to the corresponding period of last year, 
it will be seen that, up to the present time, the weather, 
and prevailing complaints, have shown much similitude. 
It must be earnestly hoped that these results may not 
apply to the latter end of the present and next month, 
as compared with the past season. 

ItA. — Weather again oppressive. Further rumours 
of the whole army taking the field, near Baidar, and of 
preparations being made, with this view, at Balaklava. 

Osten-Sacken is said to be in Sebastopol now. A 
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long code of instructions issued bj General Simpson, to 
the generals and other officers in the trenches, warning 
them to be prepared for any attack of the enemy. 

8M (Sunday.) — ^Weather oppressively hot and ener- 
vating. Rumours of fresh negotiations being opened at 
Paris. The end of the month talked of for a fresh attack. 

9th. — Weather very oppressive, from an early hour 
until the afternoon, when a cool breeze tempered the 
heat for the remainder of the day. Cholera raging in 
the 13th regiment, recently arrived, and hutted near 
Balaklava ; 160 cases reported. The number of deaths I 
have not yet heard. At the British head-quarters, two 
StaflF officers, one French, Colonel Vicol, and the other a 
Sardinian, said to be in great danger from the disease. 
They have both been resident there some time. Is the 
locality healthy ? The deaths of Lord Raglan, General 
Estcourt, Captain King, and others, make the point ap- 
pear rather doubtfrd. 

About thirteen casualties occurred in the brigade in 
the trenches last night, including several grave injuries. 
The Russians, I believe, made a sortie, but were soon 
repulsed. Many of the mens' wounds are occasioned by 
the enemy's shells and grape, whilst the former are lying 
down ; the Russians having got the range accurately. The 
French are said to be waiting until the nights are less 
moonlight, for the construction of their sand-bag battery. 

lOM. — Rather heavy firing to-day, arising from our 
guns re-opening on the Redan ; with what ulterior views 
are not generally known. The whole of the covering 
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parties are now to be furnished by divisions, a proceeding 
that takes in nearly every man, batman, and servant. 
Weather continues very oppressive ; more so early in the 
day — ^from about seven to eleven o'clock, a.m. ; after- 
wards a breeze springs up and continues until night. To- 
day in a tent the glass rose to above 100^ Fortunately 
the cholera keeps away, although, occasionally, patients 
are admitted with symptoms somewhat analagous, but 
readily pelding to treatment. 

lit A. — ^Weather the same. Casualties during the 
past night and day, severe in the Brigade of Guards. 
Five amputations necessary ; two in my regiment. The 
injuries chiefly inflicted with shell. Most fortunately the 
general health of the men keeps tolerably good. Ca^s 
of fever, diarrhoea, and dysentery, readily amenable to 
treatment. Nothing new relative to the siege. 

l2tA. — ^An oppressive day, although a breeze, (mild 
sirocco), was prevalent. The French are said to have 
constructed their sand-bag battery, and to be getting 
mortars and Lancaster guns into it. Like the British, 
their loss of life, from proximity to the enemy, is very 
considerable daily, and it would appear to favor the 
belief, that a further attempt on the Malakoff must soon 
be made. More drafts for regiments of the line have 
arrived. The drain on the army seems to exceed the re- 
inforcements. Happily the cholera is not epidemic. TUs 
scourge, in addition to the sad casualties almost daily in 
the trenches, would indeed render the duties of the me- 
dical officers painful and onerous. 



Digitized by 



Google 



BIDE TO THE VALLEY OF INKERMANN. 357 

13M. — Weather relaxing — ^thonder and light showers. 
Took a ride by the advanced posts of the French in 
the valley of Inkermann, extending along the mai^ of 
the small canal I have before noticed as crossing the 
Tchemaya by an aqueduct. This has been allowed to fill 
a large reservoir just below our fortified heights, and the 
latter is very convenient for watering the French horses. 
The men, too, delight in bathing there, although the 
water is very muddy. The Uttle canal running into it 
has very good water. The circumstance of their being 
allowed to wash in the former is a sufficient evidence, it 
is to be hoped, of the groundlessness of apprehensions 
relative to a scarcity of it ; notwithstanding they are so 
strongly expressed in the papers. I terminated my ride 
at a neat bridge (Traktir) over the Tchemaya, situated 
about midway between our camp and Tchergoum. The 
former I soon discovered to be the scene of our halt after 
the forced march. The bridge is now, on the far side, 
flanked and protected by semilunar-shaped redoubts. 
The French soldiers (picquets) were all industriously en- 
gaged — some spearing frogs (for ragouts, of course), 
others fishing with crooked sticks, and many washing 
linen, or their own persons. The Uttle lodge, like a turn- 
pike house, where Lord Baglan passed the night, is now 
dismantled. The cheerful appearance it presented by the 
light of a large fire adjacent, I remember, made me very 
wistfully regard and contrast it with a bivouac on the 
damp weeds of the heights above. The grass is now all 
drying up, except patches in moist places. Wild holly« 
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hocks (yellow) abound, together with other autumnal 
flowers. 

The enemy keep a sharp look out from the opposite 
heights; and soon after I passed the [French artilleiy 
horses watering, I heard a loud report, and, on looking 
back, saw a ball knocking up the ground near them. 
Several other '' hints " followed, and caused acceleration 
of om* progress. 

14itA. — ^Day quite cool and fine — a contrast to yester- 
day. General Simpson rumoured to have declined the 
command of the forces. No reason assigned. 

The French are said to have succeeded very well in 
throwing up their battery, and sa][Iping toward? the Mala- 
koff. The former is expected to open in a few days. The 
enemy certainly deserve every credit for their resolution 
and fertility in expedients. The decks of their ships are 
stated to be covered with clay, and the sides strengthened 
with gabions. Our new battery is also progressing to 
completion ; but no guns are yet in position. The enemy 
do not appear to oppose our working parties with modi 
vigor. They now fire a new missile, consisting of plates of 
iron, containing between them grape of various sizes. 

The cholera subsiding amongst the newly-arrived 
troops at Balaklava, with whom alone it has existed of 
late. 

15M (TSundayJ. — ^Light showers this afternoon; evening 
very cool. Nothing new. The French are likely to be 
ready to re-open fire before we are. Cholera rather preva- 
lent and fatal in the cavaky camp — an unhealthy site. The 



Digitized by 



Google 



SORTIE OF THE RUSSIANS ON THE MAMELON. 859 

officers at head quarters, whom I alluded to as suffering 
from it, have both died ; as well as, at the same time. 
Colonel Balfour, of the Turkish Contingent. 

16M. — ^Weather, in the forenoon, cool; in the after 
part of the day, heavy showers with thunder, reducing 
the temperature still more. Then followed a fall of 
large hailstones. There was heavy firing, — accounted for 
as a sortie of the Russians on the French ; repulsed with 
loss on both sides. The advanced works of the former, 
between the Mamelon and Malakoff, are so situated that 
there must necessarily be frequent collisions and loss of 
life until the final coup. 

17<A.— Very heavy firing, both musketry and artil- 
lery, but particularly the latter, throughout the greater 
part of the night, — ^reported as a sortie of the enemy on 
the Mamelon : the Russians repulsed. No particulars yet 
known. Our fire, by way of diversion, opened on the 
Redan ; which battery the enemy are said to be strength- 
ening by some inner works. A Captain Fraser, of the 
42nd, killed in the trenches by a shell. 

Last night was quite cold, with a continuation of 
showers. To-day, on the other hand, the heat, in the 
after part, was rather disagreeable, and the appearance of 
the sky threatened thunder. 

\%th. — ^Weather again warmer, but not oppressively 
so. The French are unfortunately assisting to engender 
disease, by leaving the carcases of dead animals all over 
the environs of the camp near the monastery, and other 
situations naturally the most healthy. 
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An attempt was to have been made last night by 
some daring individual, whose name or occupation I am 
ignorant of, to enter the harbour in a small punt wh^i 
dark, and endeavour, by means of cases of powder 
attached to the sides, to blow up one or more of the 
enemy's men-of-war — the chief obstacles to our success- 
ful promotion of the siege. However, so many boats 
were plying about, that he, for the time, has deferred the 
attempt. The danger and chances of fedlure, of course^ 
appear extremely great ; and the poor fellow, I presume, 
would incur imminent risk, if taken, of being shot or 
hung.* 

19M. — Fine and agreeable weather. A sudden sharp 
bombardment in the direction of our left attack this 
afternoon, lasting a short time. The cause I have not 
yet heard. Nothing new as regards siege operations. 

20tA. — A continuance of weather, probably cooler 
and more agreeable than the hke period in England. 
Cholera still happily in abeyance. No siege incidents to 
record. The death of poor Captain Fraser was rather 
remarkable. A post mortem examination shewed neither 
external nor internal injury. He seemed to have been 
killed by the sudden and unexpected shock to the ab- 
domen, caused by the concussion (wind) of a large portion 
of a shell, almost spent, — a rare but known mode of 
death. Our progress in sapping, and arming the batteries, 
destined to act against the shipping at the next approach- 

* He was prevented from making the attempt, owing to the num- 
- of the enemy's boats plying about. 
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ing bombardment, seems to be steady, though slow. The 
mortar battery, between the Malakoff and Redan, has 
got up seven of the ten thirteen-inch mortars, intended 
to complete its armament. 

From their own admission, the loss of the Russians 
at the repulse of the 18th, was considerable; between 
three and four thousand. 

I should have noticed before, the theatre established 
by our volatile Allies, near their head-quarters. It is 
rather a primitive aflfair — a series of trenches uncovered, 
the scenes, etc., of canvass. The bills are, however, got 
up in a very orthodox style, and there is a correct or- 
chestra, — ^probably the best part of the performance. 

21rf. — ^Weather the same. Nothing new. The noti- 
fication of the appointment of the new Commander-in- 
Chief, General Simpson, officially promulgated. 

22nd (TSundayJ. — Heat greater, but not oppressive. 
No news. Confldcting rumours relative to the time of 
assault. The opinion of commanding officers requested 
in orders, relative to the fitness of felt as a covering for 
roofs in winter ; a proceeding rather unpleasantly indica- 
tive of a lengthened sojourn here. 

Rumours of leave of absence to be given to a certain 
number of officers of each regiment, who have been out 
the whole time. 

23f(f. — ^Weather oppressive, and this evening more 
80 than the middle of the day — little or no air stirring. 
Rode to the picquet-house, in order to look at the state 
of siege proceedings. 
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Last night, between ten and eleven o'clock, there was 
a sudden outbreak of, I think, the heaviest artill^ and 
file firing I ever heard, renewed in the morning at aboat 
four o'clock ; the former lasting about three quarters of 
an hour, and the latter a shorter period. I expected to 
hear of important results, but nothing as yet has tran- 
spired, further than that the Russians got worsted in a 
sortie ; whether made by, or agamst, them, is not very 
clear. The enemy's shipping took part in the proceed- 
ings. The French have advanced their saps and other 
works very near to the Malako£P — advantages gained only 
by the greatest industry and perseverance on their part, and 
it is to be feared with commensurate loss of life, not only 
firom disease, engendered by the fatigue under a broiling 
sun, but also from casualties in defending the ground taken. 
General Felissier is said to be very confident of success. 
From a distance, the trenches of the French seem to 
reach so far up the side of the Malako£P, as to render it 
doubtful to a casual observer whether they pertain to the 
French or Russians. The enemy's line-of-battle ships, 
particularly the large three decker, * Twelve Apostles/ 
which report has destroyed about half a dozen times, 
look provokingly clean and uninjured. A signal sta- 
tion has been established on the summit of the picquet- 
house hillock, to communicate with our men-of-war off the 
harbour. I rode by the various localities, where the bri- 
gade was quartered during the last autumn and winter, — 
now occupied by French, as their numerous graves testify. 
There is a small cemetery, containing several obelisks 
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raised to French officers of rank, who fell, as the brief 
epitaph invariably winds up, " in the field of honour." 
Several graves were open, I conjecture, for those killed 
in last night's affair, and on returning I witnessed the 
burial of a Zouave officer. The body was enclosed in a 
neat coffin. The burial rites, which were very short, 
included frequent sprinkling of holy water with a twig, 
and at its conclusion all the men of the company, and 
friends of deceased, in rotation, did likewise. One of 
the latter then pronounced a brief eulogy on the departed, 
and his services, and the sad scene was over. A plain 
slab of marble, with the names, marks the place of repose 
of the eight officers of the Coldstream Guards killed at 
Inkermann ; also that of the other officers of the Guards 
who had fallen there or in the trenches. 

24M. — A sudden thunder-storm and hurricane this 
afternoon, vdth a slight fall of rain, levelling the marquees. 
It was very partial, and confined to the camp and its 
vicinity. 

Rode to Kazatch Bay to see a sick officer to-day, and 
thus had an opportunity of visiting this part of the 
coast for the first time. Kamiesh is an indentation of 
the land (here very flat and marshy), apparently affording 
very poor shelter from the weather. 

The Prench shipping, a large number, are even more 
closely packed than the English in Balaklava, — a dense 
forest of masts. A small town of huts is adjacent, in- 
cluding a number of cafes, with the usual advertisements. 
There is a tolerable road the whole way. No traces of 
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old buildings appear to remain, although the locality is 
said to be the site of the ancient Ghersonesus (P). Sepa- 
rated by a small neck of land is a similar, but better 
sheltered, bay, that of Kazatch ; also occupied by ships 
in considerable number, — almost all British. The com- 
bined fleets lie off this part of the coast. 

A couple of nules out at sea, the entrance of the har- 
bour of Sebastopol, with the line-of-battle ships there, 
are plainly visible, much more so than I had imagined ; 
the entrance being broader than a view from our lines 
would lead one to infer. 

There are a number, about ten, boats, each with a 
thirteen-inch mortar. 

25M. — ^A showery day, much cooler. Very little 
firing. Nothing new. Sickness on the increase. Dy- 
sentery, and fever of a worse type, typhoid, proceeding 
from the first. Cholera happily not presenting itself. 

26M. — ^Heavy rain during the night ; light showers 
in the early part of the day. A railway accident, owing 
to a collision between waggons and horses. 

The weUs in the vicinity of the camp are beginning 
to fail, in consequence of which certain restrictions are 
placed on the issue of water. 

A case of cholera in the Grenadier Guards, termi- 
nated fatally in a few hours. 

27 tA. — ^Day fine and temperate : nothing new. firing 
very brisk now, every night. Fresh troops arriving in 
considerable numbers — all French. 

28M. — Last night and this morning, showery; the after 
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part of the day fine, but rather oppressive. A number of 
fresh mortars have arrived from England, but it is now 
said that a further supply of guns of large calibre are 
needed to replace the present worn-out ones. A further 
delay of several weeks is consequently reported as neces- 
sary before the fire re-opens. It is said that a battery 
will then be thrown up almost on the verge of the abattis 
of the Malakofi*, with the view of dismantling that fort 
efiectually. 

29M (SundayJ. — ^Day cool — showery at night. The 
brigade in the trenches last night suffered severely*, about 
twenty-four casualties, four requiring amputation, and 
several others of a very grave nature. One man killed. 
Possibly this loss was in some degree owing to the early 
part of the evening being very clear and moonlight. A 
large fragment of a shell was extracted from the abdomen 
of a man of the Grenadier Guards, into which evidently 
it had passed (from below) upwards. — He died, as a mat- 
ter of course. 

80M. — ^Weather cool and very agreeable — sudden 
heavy showers during the past night. I regret to record 
the appearance of cholera to-day in a man of the last 
draft. Although the symptoms are passive, and the 
characteristic evacuations very scanty, the collapse ap- 
pears to be equally unamenable to treatment, and leading 
gradually to a fatal termination. In a poor fellow 
affected with choleraic diarrhoea yesterday, which also 
terminated fatally to-day, a very large worm was voided, 
of the kind called round, about nine inches long ; thus 
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corroborating the fact of the existence of Eatizoa in some 
cases. The tendency to dysentery, fortunately not of a 
very active form, continues rather on the increase. 

31^/. — ^Very heavy and sudden faUs of rain daring the 
night : day fine and temperate, but again threatening. 

Augmt \8t. — ^The rain fell in torrents last night, ac- 
companied with very vivid lightning; also at short in- 
tervals throughout the day. Ground becoming flooded. 
Cholera unfortunately on the increase : one death, and 
three fresh admissions to-day in my regiment. Two 
deaths in the Grenadier Guards. The connection be- 
tween heavy rains, with exposure, toil, the efiect of cold 
and damp, and sudden increase of cholera, together with 
other bowel affSections, is very evident. Nothing fresh re- 
lative to the siege. Operations, I presume, must be still 
further retarded, by the injurious consequences of the rain 
in filling the trenches and softening the earth-works. 

2»rf. — ^Day settled and agreeable ; the ground dry- 
ing up rapidly. Cholera still on the increase — four cases 
under treatment ; the four however in the last admissions 
less violent. The Duke of Newcastle has been here for 
some days. Rumours of a change in the ministry. 

3rrf. — ^Weather again settled, inclined to be warm. 
Nothing new except the sad fact of a continuance of 
cholera, and its prevalence in other regiments. 

4tt. — Heat again becoming oppressive; the atnios- 
phere to-day loaded with gnats or some other insects ; a 
circumstance observable, at this time last year, during 
the prevalence of cholera. That disease happily not 
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increasing, and the cases under care, at least in some 
degree amenable to treatment ; the progress being evi- 
dently arrested, although at present the result cannot be 
determined. The debilitating effects of service and cli- 
mate are shewing themselves on a great many ; even in 
those who are well, amongst whom I am thankful to be 
able to include myself. In the evenings, a feeling of 
langour is experienced, similar to that which might be ex- 
pected after a long day's walk or ride. 

6M {Sunday). — Heat great in the eariy part of day. 
No admission from cholera to-day. Cases, of what is 
termed by surgeons, hospital gangrene, occurred in one 
or two instances. 

6M. — ^Weather as fine, and very hot. The outbreak 
of cholera would appear to have arisen from the sudden 
fall of rain, as it is happily subsiding ; the last admis- 
sions are recovering. 

A curious, and, if true, rather significant rumour is 
going about, that an engineer officer, taken prisoner by 
the Russians a short time ago, has been exchanged, and 
that he had been previously shown the defences of the 
Bedan by the enemy, who had expressed their cmifidence 
of its impregnability against any assault. 

1th. — ^Weather very oppressive, threatening rain and 
thunder. Nothing new. 

8M. — ^The morning indicated rain, which fell this 
afternoon in slight showers, accompanied by thunder and 
lightning. As frequently occurs with rain, some fresh 
cholera cases have arisen. Nothing new relative to siege 
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operations. The firing is now, however, rather heavy 
every evening and night. 

9tA. — Continued rain, thunder and lightning again 
this afternoon. Nothing new, except the capture of a 
field officer of the 98rd Highlanders by the enemy, in the 
trenches. 

lot A. — Weather settled ; tolerably temperate. A few 
days ago, the glass stood at 94^ in a tent. Nothing of 
consequence relative to the siege. Large quantities of 
shell are arriving from England daily. The impression 
as to the time of the next bombardment appears to be 
that some weeks or longer will yet elapse first. The 
number of casualties in the trenches daily, however, 
ought to point to the necessity of expediting preparations 
as much as possible. Last night, my regiment alone had 
five killed and six wounded. 

Rumours of one of our gunboats having ran ashore 
in the Sea of Azov, and faUen into the enemy's hands. 

lit A. — ^Weather very hot and oppressive, — ^the glass, 
in a double tent, ranging above blood-heat. H^pily no 
cases of cholera. 

12tA {Sunday). — ^Day similar to the preceding. Some 
deserters have brought intelligence of an intended attack 
by the enemy on the Sardinians ; the former being rein- 
forced by an army under Luders, long reported to be 6» 
route here. A feint on our lines is said to form part (A 
the proceedings. Judging firom precedent, there is very 
little likelihood of the information being verified. How- 
ever, I believe, a large force of our cavalry and artillery 
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out here, have been ordered to assist the Sardinians if 
necessary. This is the evening for the First Division to 
perform the trench duties, and every available man, as 
well as officer, not on other duty, have been got under 
arms. The usual reliefs have, however, at the time I 
write (ten o'clock), not taken place, — the men remaining 
in camp. 

IStA. — Weather the same. The alarm, as I had an- 
ticipated, proved groundless. However, the firing was 
heavy, and the losses proportionate. We have to lament 
the death of Major Drummond, adjutant of the corps, 
who had escaped the dangers of the campaign, and a 
severe wound at Inkermann. He had only rejoined a 
few days from sick leave. His loss is deeply regretted 
by every one in the regiment ; for apart from his social 
qualities, rendering him universally liked his bravery 
was ever conspicuous. 

14M. — ^Weather not quite so oppressive. Nothing 
new. The vegetation, I believe, as customary in this 
country, has again assumed a bright green tint, — a kind 
of second spring. 

It would seem the enemy became aware of our pro- 
ceeding in the construction of a fresh battery near the 
Redan, and hence the constant fire yesterday. Our 
heavy guns have been removed from the old twenty-gun 
battery to the advanced work. At the former there are 
only about a half-dozen left. A new (fifth) parallel is 
said to have been commenced. 

A sad instance of the enormous range of the enemy's 

6 6 
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rifles occurred yesterday afternoon. A poor man of my 
regiment, whilst cooking near a trench, so far from the 
enemy as to be considered quite safe, was shot through 
the chest, and dropped dead. The missile was sent fix)m 
the Redan, at a distance believed to be perfectly out of 
range. 

The death of General Totleben, the Engineer-in-Chief 
of Sebastopol, appears to be quite admitted by the Rus- 
sians, who have appointed an oflScer in his place.* 

The mortality from disease in Sebastopol, both by the 
accounts of deserters, and from actual observation of the 
large mounds springing up in the cemetery on the north 
side of the town, is considered to be enormous. From 
the low situation, the air must certainly be very stagnant, 
and doubtless much tainted by the wounded and dead. 
Unfortunately, desertion has again been attempted, and 
from regiments considered rather oiu* crack corps. A 
soldier of the 93rd Highlanders succeeded in making 
his escape to the enemy from our advanced works, and 
another, shot in the attempt, was brought back, I 
believe, dangerously wounded. A soldier of the 12th 
Lancers is also reported to have deserted. It would 
seem to be very desirable to make an example by shoot- 
ing a few when caught ; a proceeding, I presume, that 
would have been adopted very summarily during all pre- 
vious wars. 

15M. — The day cooler, and slightly indicative of 

• This turned out to be incorrect, as his life, T believe, was not 
even in danger. 
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rain. The commemoration of Napoleon's birth-day cele- 
brated by our ADies in a review of the army off duty, 
salutes £rom the ships of war, etc. 

No cases of cholera. The state of health is, on the 
VFhole, satisfactory, the severity of trench duty being duly 
considered. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

BATTLE OP TRAKTm — PRUSSIAN PRISONERS — ^VISIT TO THE SCENE OP 
BATTLE — FOURTH BOMBARDMENT — ^ACCmENT IN CAMP — SINGULAR 
CASUALTY IN THE TRENCHES — ^APPREHENDED ATTACK BY THE 

ENEMY IN THE FIELD— EXPLOSION IN THE MAMELON SOSTTES 

BY THE ENEMY — ^FIFTH BOMBARDMENT — ^ASSAULT EXPECTED. 

16M. — ^Weather cool and agreeable. There have been 
active operations in the field at last. The enemy, at a 
very eiirly hour, four or five o'clock, a.m., appeared in 
large force on the opposite bank of the Tchemaya, from 
the heights above, and endeavoured to force that river at 
the bridge, and also to cross it by pontoons, which they 
brought with them^. The French and Sardinians, whose 
outposts extend to the near bank of the stream, were on 
the alert. They waited until the enemy *s columns had 
crossed the river and were close at hand ; they then cut 
them up with their artillery, and, subsequently, in a hand- 
to-hand infantry conflict. The results, so far as ascer- 
tained, have been most satisfactory. The Russian loss is 
computed (at the lowest) at 2000 hora de combat, and 400 
prisoners, together with the possession of the pontoons. 



Digitized by 



Google 



BATTLE OF TRAKTIR. 873 

The Sardinians took two guns. The loss of the Allies 
was very slight — ^not as yet known. With the excep- 
tion of a battery of artillery under Captain Thomas, the 
British took no part, although our cavalry and artillery 
were in reserve in the after part of the morning. The 
melee was over by nine o'clock, but the enemy remained 
in the neighbourhood until mid-day, when they withdrew 
in the direction of the heights above Inkermann. A firesh 
attempt will probably again be made, as the Russians 
have evidently concentrated a large army for the relief, if 
possible, of Sebastopol. The prisoners passed by the camp 
this afternoon, under escort of the Chasseurs d'Afrique, 
who were much elated at their success. The former 
were ill-looking vagabonds, with the most perfect " ani- 
mal '* expression of countenance I have ever seen, and 
anything but well fed in appearance. Poor wretches ! 
they looked as indifferent as possible to any sense of 
humiliation — perfect automata. They were of all ages 
and sizes, and appeared by no means such fine men 
(physically) as those I had previously seen. The usual 
dress was worn — a coarse, long, drab firock, trousers, 
and cap of the same color, with red band round the last. 
I understand they had a large supply of bread in their 
havresacks, — ^probably several days' provision. The con- 
duct of the Sardinians has been very highly spoken of in 
this their first brush with the enemy. 

This episode seems to have cheered every one, al- 
though the presence, now already ascertained, of a very 
large force of the enemy, variously computed at from 
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forty to sixty thousand, and the probability of a fresh 
and probably more sanguinary struggle before long, are 
Tiot very encouraging circumstances. 

It does not, I apprehend, need a knowledge of mili- 
tary science to determine that the policy of the Allies 
must be to wait for an attack. Our position is mani- 
festly in favor of so doing, and the limited means which 
the Russians possess of supporting a large army, is a very 
important advantage to us. 

\lth. — ^Weather as agreeable on the whole : occa- 
sionally a hot and dry wind passes by, rather tending to 
cause aguish feelings and not particularly conducive to 
health. Rose at a very early hour, and rode to the 
scene of action yesterday ; the bridge (Traktir) over the 
Tchernaya, where we terminated our forced march, and 
the banks of the river adjacent. The General who formed 
the detail o? operations, I believe Pelissier, would appear 
to have made very skilful arrangements for the reception 
of the enemy, of whose attack he had fortunately re- 
ceived previous notice. Thus the former were let into a 
trap, partially surrounded, after being allowed to advance, 
and then mown down. The allied artillery, including a 
few British guns, were served with great effect. How- 
ever it must be confessed, our's was a strong position, the 
advantage of ground being greatly in our favor. The 
scene presented this morning was very characteristic of 
war, and very repulsive. The Russian dead lay in large 
numbers, as they fell, and all their wounded had not yet 
been removed. The poor wretches, many with dreadfol 
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injuries, must have endured great agony ; but they bore 
their sufferings with a fortitude worthy of a better cause. 
The dead on both sides were being removed, and buried 
in large square trenches. A great number of French sol- 
diers of the line were still unburied. Large bundles of the 
enemy's dirty-looking uniform lay about; some bodies 
partly stripped on the road-side, and, in fact, marks of 
the conflict in all directions. The bridges were numerous 
— ^merely a short strong kind of ladder, about eight feet 
long and four broad, capable of being carried with ease 
between two men. 

As I have said, the enemy seemed by no means picked 
troops — ^very few decorated. A general, with about half- 
a-dozen other officers of rank, were taken prisoners. The 
former is said to have expressed surprise at the number 
and supericMity of our cavalry — having imagined that this 
branch of our force had been totally disorganized in the 
winter and not re-formed. The number of the enemy is 
said now to have been about 65,000, while not more than 
10,000 of the Allies were engaged. The loss of the former 
is considered heavier than was supposed at first — nearly 
double the number, or about 4000 : that of the Allies, 
600. As yet, however, all is surmise. 

For some reason, we are as yet ignorant of, the bom- 
bardment of the town recommenced this morning at 
four o'clock, and has continued pretty heavily through- 
out the day : with what results I am as yet ignorant, 
except that I hear that our new battery in front of the 
Redan, of 32-pounders, has been injured by the enemy, 
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and two officers killed/ The Russians seem to have replied 
more vigorously than heretofore. 

IStA. — Weather very variable — at one hour quite 
cool, then suddenly oppressive, with indications of thunder 
showers. The bombardment has continued at intervals ; 
apparently, as yet, with few results, if any, of conse- 
quence ; further than a certain loss of life inflicted and 
sustained. The Redan, on the one hand, is said to have 
been a good deal injured by our fire; on the other, 
our advanced works have suflPered. We have had a 
colonel of artillery killed, and a captain attached to the 
Naval Brigade ; two officers wounded dangerously, viz., 
an artillery officer, and a lieutenant of the Buffis ; also 
about thirty men killed and wounded. The object of 
our fire was to enable the French to advance a sap to the 
MalakoflP. However, the general order says, that the 
regiments in the trenches are to send their best marks- 
men to the fifth parallel, and keep up a constant fire 
night and day, with the view of preventing the enemy 
from repairing the injuries to the Redan. Judging by 
this command, there would appear to be ulterior objects 
of consequence contemplated. 

The Russians seem to have replied to our fire with 
vigor. They asked and obtained a flag of truce this 
afternoon for the burial of their dead, on the far side of 
the river. The French say they have already interred 
2000 of the enemy. 

A sad accident occurred in camp this afternoon : — 
A young soldier, imprudently trying to clean the nipple 
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of his firelock, which he supposed to be obstructed, it 
went off, and the contents passed into an adjacent tent, 
shattering a poor fellow's arm so high up, that I was 
compelled to remove it at the shoulder joint. The in- 
jury was a curious one : — the wooden stopper of the fire- 
lock, a kind of peg covered with metal, had passed through 
the lower part of the arm like a bullet, causing no dan- 
gerous injury. But the bullet following would appear to 
have struck the former, been turned off in its course at 
an acute angle before entering the arm, passed to the 
top of the shoulder at the inner side, then through the 
arm, shattering the bone, and, finally, the missile lay be- 
neath the skin on the outer side. The ball was very 
much jagged, like a slug, from the obstruction in its 
transit. This is a good example of the erratic course of 
musket balls. He recovered favorably. 

19 ti (Sunday) . — Weather very unsettled. Early in the 
morning, quite cool ; at mid-day, rather oppressive ; during 
the afternoon and evening, raw and chilly, threatening 
rain ; but, ultimately, the night proved fine. Very heavy 
firing during the night, and a sharp fusilade, said to have 
arisen firom an alarm of the enemy making a sortie. 

Another of the many instances of injury arising from 
our own guns occurred to-day : — Some canister fell short 
into the advanced parallel, wounding one of our officers 
and two men ; happily not dangerously. 

MM. — ^Early part of the day, quite cold; after part, 
cool and agreeable. The firing continued at intervals 
pretty heavy. The enemy are said to be constructing a 
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pontoon bridge across the harbour (according to de- 
serters), with a view of escape when the structure is com- 
pleted. According to the same doubtful authority, much 
insubordination prevails amongst the besieged, and their 
ammunition is failing. Our heavy fire, I believe, . has 
enabled the French to connect their advanced saps to- 
gether. A portion of the Ist Dragoon guards arrived 
from England. 

21^/. — Day as cold as the preceding. In the middle 
of last night the troops were got under arms — ^the cause 
unknown. To-day it is reported that the enemy's army 
have gone away, possibly £rom apprehensions of pro- 
visions failing ; and their movements caused suspicions 
of an attack. Firing continues heavy now only at 
intervals. 

Telegraphic news, generally credited, of Sweaborg 
having been successfully bombarded. 

As in the autumn of last year, I observe that most of 
those who are ill are suffering either from bowel afiections, 
or the reverse, a torpid action of the Uver, jaundice, etc. ; 
the former, when controlled in time, appearing rather an 
effort of nature. 

22nd. — Weather warmer, but still sufficiently cool to 
be agreeable. The casualties again very heavy in the 
brigade — about twenty-four, including three killed, last 
night and to-day. The drain going on in particular corps 
may be inferred from a difference of about one hundred, 
wounded, killed, invalided, or ineffective from sickness, 
in my regiment during the last month. Nothing new. 



Digitized by 



Google 



NARROW ESCAPE. 879 

A feint at a sortie last night by the enemy ; made ap- 
parently with the view of drawing on an attack. A good 
deal of firing in consequence^ without any important 
results. 

A poor man of the regiment had a narrow escape 
to-day. Whilst, as cook of a mess in the trenches, at 
a considerable distance from the enemy, carrying a large 
can of hot coffee, a rifle ball passed through the nape of 
his neck, grazing the skull, but injuring no vital parts. 
The concussion threw the hot fluid all over him, scalding 
his hands and legs severely, — ^he is thus suffering from a 
double cause. 

23rrf. — ^Weather as yesterday, very deUghtful. About 
thirty casualties in the trenches last night, arising from 
a sixth parallel being opened. It seems to be the deter- 
minaljpn of the Allies to sap actually into the abattis of 
the Redan and Malakoff, before an assault ; or rather, 
probably, until met by counter-mines on the part of the 
besieged. No conflrmation of news about Sweaborg yet 
arrived. The health of the troops on the whole keeps 
good. 

Yesterday, by the aid of an excellent glass, I made 
out a very picturesque little village, or rather hamlet, 
perched on a rocky height beyond Tchorgoum. It is 
situated on a plateau, covered with rich grass, sheltered 
on all sides but one by a lofty range of rocks, whilst on 
the open side, a well-wooded slope leads down to the 
plain. 

24M. — Day warm, but rather oppressive. Had a 
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look at the progress of the siege to-day. The bridge of 
boats, a very slight structure, appears complete, except a 
small portion in the centre. On the north side of the 
town, parties of men could be seen constructing additional 
redoubts near Fort Constantine. The sap of the Malakoff 
seems to be very close to that fort. Within, not a soul was 
visible, but an occasional interchange of shots took place 
between it and the Mamelon. The town looked quite 
deserted, except at a jetty near the bridge, where boats 
with lug-sails, and the steamers, were crossing and re- 
crossing ; here and there were a few people. A convoy 
was visible in the distance, coming to the edge of the 
water on the north side. The large town of huts there 
seemed quite deserted. The buildings of the city, near 
our range, are much injured ; those in the distance less 
so. The bulk of the late attacking army are said^o be 
within the walls. 

It seems the French took a couple of rifle pits, near 
the Malakoff, last night. The close contiguity of be- 
siegers and besieged, strongly impresses one with the 
idea that there must be a general melee in the trench^ 
before long, if the assault be deferred. Towards the sea, 
the niasts of the sunken ships were visible, across the 
mouth of the harbour. 

Dews now fall at night ; hence the little vegetation 
about here is quite green at present. 

Intelligence was brought this morning that the enemy 
in large force, were threatening the Sardinian position ; by 
which I infer, they mean the out-posts on the Woronzoff 
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Road, towards Baidar. This part of the line we may 
readily imagine the Russians consider assailable with 
better chances of success than that portion where they 
failed before. This evening consequently, I believe, the 
Highland brigade have gone to bivouac on the plain in 
that neighbourhood. 

25M. — Weather again rather oppressive. The in- 
telligence alluded too yesterday, is said to have come not 
only from deserters and other sources here, but by tele- 
graph from Paris. It seems, too, that information of 
the previous attack came in like manner. Every prepa- 
ration has of course been made, and the Sardinians have 
thrown up redoubts. They and the French, express 
much confidence in their ability to repulse the enemy as 
effectually as at the Battle of the Tchemaya. The 
Russians necessarily cannot bring their favorite arm of 
the service, artillery, into much play ; for their approach 
must be through narrow rocky roads, or over heights. 
We only contribute to the defending force — the Highland 
brigade ; except, I believe, some artillery and cavalry : the 
chief part of the former consisting of French, together 
with Sardinians and Turks. 

Rumour further says that if the enemy fail in this 
attack again, they purpose abandoning the south side of 
Sebastopol ; therefore the majority are rather desirous of 
the attempt being made. 

26th (Sunday), — ^Weather tolerably cool in the early 
part of the day ; from three to five o'clock in the after- 
noon, very oppressive. Rumour of a mutiny in Sebas- 
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topol, and of two hundred men being shot; authority not 
given. The belief of another encounter in the field with 
the enemy still continues prevalent. 

27 th. — ^Weather warm ; but the middle of the nights, 
or rather the early hours of the morning, are very cold. 
A large flock of wild geese, at an immense height, passed 
our camp from the direction of the coast yesterday ; ac- 
cording to the wise, this is indicative of an early winter. 
The 66th regiment arrived from Ireland, and marched up 
to camp, to form part of the second brigade of the !Rrst 
Division. The casualties in the trenches last night were 
very heavy, owing to the engineer officer requiring the 
men to work during a moonlight, as bright as day, in 
the construction of the sixth parallel. 

28M. — ^Weather as yesterday. Rumomrs of the enemy 
having recrossed the Belbec, en route here. The bridge 
of boats across the harbour is now complete, and appa- 
rently used for various purposes. Casualties in the 
trenches continue heavy ; about thirty-eight last night 
The second brigade of the First Division is to consist of 
the 9th, 13th, 3lst, and 56th regiments, under Brigadier- 
General Ridley. 

29iA. — ^Weather the same; quite chilly in the evenings 
and early morning. Woke up about day-break by a veiy 
loud report, followed almost immediately by another. I 
surmised it to have been occasioned by the explosion of a 
magazine either of oxxis or the French. To-day it un- 
fortunately proved to be the case. A magazine situated 
near to and supplying the Mamelon blew up. The sad 
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consequences were at first greatly exaggerated, but they 
are now returned as thirty-five killed, and about one 
hundred and fifty wounded, many but slightly ; several 
officers amongst the number. The cause is not yet 
clearly ascertained. 

This accident does not appear to have affected in any 
way the movements of the enemy. I rode up to-day to the 
look-out, near the ruined picquet house. Considerable 
traffic exists on the bridge ; arabas and waggons heavily 
laden, together with pedestrians and horsemen, passing 
and re-passing : consequently the structure is in all pro- 
bability wider and more substantial than it appears at 
this distance. 

The enemy seem busily engaged in erecting a very 
strong line of earth defences on the north side — a long 
chain of works. The French have made another parallel 
towards the Malakoff*, within the last few days ; and I 
understand that the ground they have now to work in, 
18 of a much softer description and better adapted for 
sapping than the previous. It seems to luc umL u\u ur 
three fresh parallels, at the most, will take them up to 
the abattis. Our progress also continues, and lunettes 
are being constructed for the protection of men during 
the assault. The Russian Imperial guards, said to be 
about 20,000 in number, are reported to have arrived 
from the Belbec. An attack on our lines is still looked for. 

30M. — ^Weather as cool — rather cold aud very frosty ; 
similar to the like period in last year. 

The casualties very heavy last night. The explosion 
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yesterday seems to have taken place within, and not out- 
side, the Mamelon. The magazine, it is feared, blew up 
from carelessness, as it seems it was the old Russian one, 
of the strongest and most secure description. Some of 
the huge beams of the roof, trunks of trees, were carried 
off to a considerable distance. A quantity of ammuni- 
tion, even exceeding that expended, was brought up 
before night. The works in the vicinity, it is conjec- 
tured, must be necessarily shaken. 

Two French artillery-men in the fort, who escaped 
with a severe shock, have gained much eclat, and the 
Legion of Honour, by their presence of mind in imme- 
diately opening fire on the Malakoff. 

Two fatal cases of cholera have occurred in the 
Guards. The general health of the troops keeps very 
good, all things considered. 

I should have alluded to the ceremony of installation 
of the Knights of the Bath a few days ago. It took 
place at head-quarters, in the yard adjacent, round the 
sides of which a guard of honor was drawn up. Lord 
Stratford acted as Her Majesty's representative, delivered 
the insignia, and made an appropriate address. 

31*/ — A very cold day, dreary and threatening rain, 
quite like an English November. This evening it is begin- 
ning to rain, with prospect of a continuance. Heavy 
firing, artillery and musketry, during the night, which 
has been thus explained to-day. The enemy made a 
sortie on our working parties, and found them unpre- 
pared ; I. e., their arms piled a little way off; the British 
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in the confusion of not having their weapons ready, re- 
treated with a few casualties, and the Russians appro- 
priated sundry gabions, pickaxes, and shovels. Our men, 
however, soon rallied, and drove the enemy back, with 
slight losses on both sides : — ours, it is to be regretted, 
include one officer killed, and another wounded. 

September \st. — ^Weather warmer, and more agreea- 
ble. A repetition last night of the previous mishap in 
the trenches, with the severer loss of several officers and 
men. 

2nd (Sunday) . — ^Weather continues agreeable, although 
very chilly early in the morning ; being then almost as 
cold as during winter. The ' Himalaya,' with a detach- 
ment of the 10th Hussars, and the French Chasseurs, are 
going to Kertch in a day or two. The Cossacks are said 
to have shown themselves in rather strong force there ; 
hence the order. 

As an instance of foresight, I may allude to the 
French having erected several immense stacks of hay, 
near Balaklava ; the result of foraging in the adjacent 
country : doubtless a proceeding productive of great pro- 
spective saving to their commissariat. 

3rrf. — ^Weather delightful and settled. Some sorties 
on the British and French lines last night, which were 
immediately repulsed. Our troops were under orders to 
be in readiness to turn out at three o'clock : General 
Pelissier having received, it is said, intelligence from the 
same source as that which announced the former attack 
on our lines, that a repetition of the affair is to take place 
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about the present date. Some circumstances seem to have 
made him infer that last night might be the time. The 
French have sapped almost up to the abattis of the Ma- 
lakoff — about thirty yards distant ; it is said, also, that 
they have undermined the Bastion du Mat, so as to be 
able to blow up the latter at any time. 

Two Polish deserters, aided by bladders, swam on 
board the fleet, off the harbour. They stated that num- 
bers of others of their countrymen were desirous of fol- 
lowing their example ; also, that we prevent desertion by 
mistaking the intent, and firing on them — an error the 
French do not commit. 

The 82nd regiment arrived from England, and drafts 
for other corps : altogether about 3000 men. The Car- 
biniers and 1st Dragoon Guards, both regiments, nu- 
merically weak, are encamped in the plain near Balaklava, 
together with the artillery of the Imperial Guard. 

4ith. — Weather continues favorable. Another order 
to be in readiness to turn out at three o'clock. A rifle 
pit said to have been taken by the 77th regiment, with 
the loss of a captain and sevend men. 

btA. — Weather delightful and healthy. The whde 
left attack opened a very heavy fire on the enemy this 
morning at five o'clock, and kept it up for several hours, 
gradually slackening throughout the day. The motive not 
yet known. Major Anderson, of the Engineers, killed by 
a round shot. 

QtL — ^Weather squally but bracing. Last evening 
one of the enemy's ships, a fifty-gun frigate, was set on 



Digitized by 



Google 



PIFTH BOMBARDMENT. 387 

fire, it is said by a rocket from the French, and burned. 
The flames were very bright, and were visible a long 
way off. 

The firing has continued very heavy throughout the 
day, from the Erench and English left attacks, as well as 
fix)m theMamelon; the enemy scarcely making any answer* 
The fortifications on the north side have been carried on 
very rapidly, and cover a large space of ground beyond 
Fort Constantine. They begin to present a formidable 
appearance. The traffic across the bridge, foot pas- 
sengers, waggons, etc., very active. 

The French saps can now be seen, apparently almost 
reaching the ditch of the Malakoff, or at least but a few 
yards off. Their object is to blow up the parapet, and 
they are now constructing a mine, to contain a very large 
quantity of powder, for that purpose. Rumour also adds 
that the event is to take place almost immediately ; some 
say to-morrow. 

7M. — Weather very stormy last night, and in the 
after part of to-day, a little rain. 

Early this morning the cannonading was heavier, 
I think, than on any previous occasion; the reports 
averaging sixty in a minute. Another officer of my 
regiment. Captain Buckley, was unhappily killed : shot 
through the heart, whilst posting sentries. 

A second ship of the enemy has been destroyed 
to-day. 

The assault is confidently expected to-morrow ; it is 
reported to be fixed for twelve o'clock at noon : a very 
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good hour ; an attack at the time being unexpected by 
the enemy. A body of Sardinians has come up as a re- 
serve to the French. 

The night is very tempestuous and dark for the 
season of the year, which will probably favor the con- 
struction of any fresh mines, by the French. 
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FALL OF 8EBA8TOPOL — ^INTERIOR OF REDAN — MALAKOFF — 
KARABELNAIA — THE DOCKS. 

8tA. — ^Weather last night and to-day, as cold and tem- 
pestuous as in winter. Another ship set on fire, and 
several conflagrations in various parts of the town. The 
inhabitants could be seen vacating the latter with their 
effects. A very loud explosion in the early part of the 
night, reported as arising from a mine successfully sprung 
by the French, near the Malakoff. 

At twelve o'clock the First Division marched to the 
ground occupied on the last occasion (1 8th June), near the 
picquet house. The assault had commenced previously, 
and by the time we reached the place, we heard that the 
Malakoff was already in possession of the French ; less 
resistance than was anticipated having been met with. 
A heavy cannonading and musketry fire, however, con- 
tinued in the rear and to the right of it, throughout the 
afternoon, as if the position there was disputed. So 
much smoke hung over the forts and town, which, more- 
over, was on fire, that little or nothing of the operations 
could be discerned by lookers on. 



Digitized by 



Google 



390 FALL OF SEBASTOPOL. 

On our side, the Redan was assaulted, and takeu, it 
is said, with little diflBculty ; but owing to the heavy fire 
from some guns in the rear, it was found untenable and 
vacated. This occurred three separate times. While I 
am now writing (nine o'clock), a heavy fire of musketry 
is audible, as if another attempt, as reported, is being 
made to regain and keep possession. The Highland 
Division, held in reserve during the day, are now to be 
the assailants. The musketry-fire throughout the day 
was uninterrupted, and as heavy as can possibly be con- 
ceived. Our loss is not yet known, but the 90th and 
77th are said to have suffered severely. Fort Constantine 
fired a few shot at our shipping ; more, I apprehend, as 
a hint to keep them off than from any other motive. 

As the Malakoff commands the Redan, it is to be 
hoped the latter will fall in a few days at furthest ; as 
soon as guns in the former are brought to bear upon it. 
The shipping did not annoy the Allies much. 

91 A {Sunday). — Sebastopol-proper has at length fallen. 
Three explosions at different times awoke me up during 
the night — ^two so loud as to shake the tent. This morn- 
ing early, I rode up to Cathcart's Hill, from whence the 
city, now justly called the " doomed," lay dimly visible 
through a canopy of smoke from the burning houses, with 
the flames every now and then lighting up and showing 
the ships, all either burnt or sunk. The huge hulk of 
' The Twelve Apostles * appeared to be completely hurled 
over. A large portion of the bridge joining the south side 
had been apparently just disconnected, to prevent our 
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pursuit. The mass was being towed across to the north 
side. The whole scene was as gloomy (the day being 
cold and sunless) as could be imagined ; the absence of 
the accustomed roar of cannon,— occasionally broken, 
however, by an explosion in the town, or a shot now and 
then sent from a French battery, — appeared to every one, 
from the contrast, very striking. At twelve o'clock I 
proceeded to the Redan, with the view of offering assist- 
ance to any wounded Russians who might be there still ; 
as, at the battle of Traktir, I knew many lay on the field 
throughout the following day without medical relief. 
When I arrived, however, all had been removed, and 
subsequently attended to at the general hospital, to 
which place I afterwards found they had been conveyed. 
Our approaches to the Redan had been apparently 
carried to within about thirty yards. In the ditch, at 
an angle where the entrance had been effected, lay two 
separate groups of dead Russians and British, nearly 
in equal numbers, about sixty or a hundred of each. 
The ditch is not so formidable as rumour had reported 
— merely a fosse, about twenty feet broad and ten deep, 
with a lofty parapet of gabions, built in earth, beyond. 
On entering, the scene was sadly characteristic alike of 
the horrors of war, and of the courage of our enemy. 
The whole of the ground was strewed with a mass of 
broken shells, shot, firelocks bent into all shapes, pieces 
of gabions, fragments of uniforms, and accoutrements 
covered with blood; with the same red marks ou the 
dismantled guns, and earth adjacent. 
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The shape of the fort resembled an unfinished square 
— two sides meeting at the salient angle in front of our 
parallels ; the remaining space left open. In the walls 
of the parapet there were little apartments admirably 
constructed, roofed in with sacks of earth. These, re- 
sembling the cabins of a ship, in size, appeared to be 
constructed for various purposes — ^temporary hospitals, 
officers on duty, commandant, etc. Some of the furni- 
ture, broken up already, remained. One apartment to- 
wards the rear, exactly resembling the sick room of a 
man-of-war, had a fine grate and chinmey, complete. In 
the embrasures were excavations, to admit of men sleep- 
ing or resting with tolerable safety. The area of the 
Redan presented a somewhat uneven surface ; apparently 
the pits of a vineyard filled in. It communicated with 
the Malakoff by a series of trenches, and, from the com- 
manding position of the former, it was quite evident the 
work would be untenable after the capture of the stronger 
fort. This circumstance explains the fact of the enemy 
vacating it ; through which means, and not by force, we 
obtained possession, at midnight, when the Highland 
Division went in to assault. The enemy had gone ; of 
course, spiking every gun. 

It seems to be regretted severely now, that the attack 
at the commencement had not been made with a larger 
force; after the mode adopted by the French at the 
Malakoff. The latter threw about 10,000 men on at 
once, thus overcoming opposition immediately. 

The town is now in the hands of the French, who are 



Digitized by 



Google 



SURVEY OF THE REDAN. 393 

indolgiDg their inclination for pillaging with impunity, 
and are to be seen staggering under loads of the most mis- 
cellaneous nature, — crockery ware, glass, furniture, and 
eatables, etc., including, however, few articles of value. 

To-night the flames are very bright, and, doubtless, 
the town will be totally destroyed. The part nearest the 
sea, where are, or were, some handsome terraces and 
detached buildings, churches, and the club-house, had, 
this evening, apparently escaped so far. The Redan is 
being surveyed by engineers, with the view of imme- 
diately placing it in a state of defence on the side to- 
wards the north. In the Malakoff the French are, I 
understand, similarly engaged. 

The Redan communicates, by a road to the right, 
with the extensive quadrangle of buildings comprising the 
the barrack, from which it is distant only about a hun- 
dred yards. A suburb of small houses, all in ruins, lies 
beyond Karabelnaia. Behind the Redan is one of the 
creeks, called artillery or dockyard creek, or inner har- 
bour ; beyond it, the town. On the strength of their suc- 
cess, our Allies appear to be all drunk this evening, and 
come hovering about the tents, singing and tripping over 
the ropes. 

lOM. —Weather continues like March in England. 
To-day I rode down the Woronzoff Road, and by chance 
was allowed to get into Sebastopol, — a proceeding denied 
to all, except officers and men on duty. The town 
was swarming with French and Sardinians, who, more- 
over, lined the road to camp. They were laden with 
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every conceivable article, I think, except "babies;" 
there were puppies and dogs, however, together with 
children's carriages, invalids' chairs, bedding, crockery 
ware, military and plain clothing, bales of cloth, and 
every kind of domestic utensil, looking glasses, richly 
gilt cornices, and chandeliers wrenched from their sockets, 
books, vegetables, and kegs of butter, — evidently prizes 
much valued ; pictures, for the most part tawdry prints, 
plain or colored, and the combination of daubing on 
wood with metal in relief (representing the holy family, 
or patron saints), which constitute the " household gods " 
of the orthodox Greeks. 

Crossing the end of the creek, by a ravine (lately 
protected by the Redan on one side, by the Flag Staff and 
Garden Batteries on the other, and also by other smaller 
forts on the skirts of the town and water), we entered 
Sebastopol by the Woronzoff Bx)ad, which afterwards 
leads circuitously up the hill. On each side of the creek 
lay several tiers of new cannon, not of large calibre, with 
abundance of shot. 

I rode through the various streets, which had be^i 
securely barricaded with stone walls. The houses, espe« 
cially those of the higher classes, are extensive and solid 
stone edifices, with balconies ; and being situated in court- 
yards, would have enabled their inhabitants — as appa- 
rently intended — ^to make a most vigorous resistance. 

The effects of the bombardment were visible every- 
where, — large shot buried in walls, fragments of shells, 
earth torn up in huge masses, etc. All the buildings 
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were more or less injured, either by the fire — still burn- 
ing in many,— or by missiles from our batteries. 

The work of pillaging was approaching completion, and 
it is scarcely necessary for me to add, no place had been 
exempted. The churches, chapels, and convents, were all 
perfectly rifled, and reduced to mere empty dismantled 
edifices ; not the least respect having been paid to them. 
Tho bells, for which the Greek churches are celebrated, 
were still hanging. A splendid one, near the cathedral, 
about five feet high, (under the usual kind of shed, which 
just elevated its contents from the ground,) the pillagers 
amused themselves by tolling, and the sound was very 
rich. Another, almost as large, stood near a church on 
the hill ; several of the smaller had, I believe, been re- 
moved. All the large buildings we had become painfully 
conversant with, during our long turn of trench duty. 
Possibly, from this cause, I felt rather disappointed at 
the interior of the cathedral ; which, however, possessed 
rather a fine dome, and was roofed, like many other 
buildings, with copper, painted green. Another church, 
built in the style of the Parthenon, the club-house or 
library, the convents, etc., all seemed smaller and meaner 
than I had supposed. The public gardens, too, beyond 
the cathedral, were small and poor, of course, and quite 
in a neglected state. In the centre was a kind of temple, 
and a little beyond that, a column to Admiral Koyorski, 
consisting of an ancient boat, executed in bronze, on the 
summit of a short pedestal. Immediately below, on the 
water's edge, lay a large crescent-shaped mass of build- 
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ing — the arsenal. The main street, lighted by lamps, 
on rather handsome posts, is very broad, and contains 
some fine detached edifices ; one of them, the Admiralty, 
judging from the device over the entrance, was entered 
by a gate, over which, in a turret, is placed a dock, marked 
"London." It had stopped at a quarter to two. Pro- 
gression was not particularly safe, as numerous explosions 
had shown that many houses were undermined. 

I observed a Zouave busily engaged, in filling some 
bags, from an excavation beneath the wall of an ecclesias- 
tical building, adjacent to the cathedral. He grinned as I 
approached, and informed me cheerfully it was " poudre." 
At this time, houses, all around, were smouldering and 
throwing sparks about, and his own countrymen, some 
very drunk, were smoking a short way off. I quickly 
left my pleasant neighbour. 

Retracing my steps, I passed round the end of the 
creek, to the other side, where the barracks, and a su- 
burb of small houses are situated. This involved a detour 
of about a mile, which had been avoided by a floating 
wooden bridge, part of which remains. The mass of 
building comprising the former, in the form of a quad- 
rangle, covers an immense space of ground, including 
within it a large church, and apparently every kind of out 
convenience, on a large scale, appertaining to a barrack. 
The ground built on, appears to have been artificially 
raised, and is surrounded, seaward (towards the fine 
creek and harbour), by a fapade, commanding from its 
great elevation above the water, a good view of the 
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town and fortifications. Below the parapet, and nearer 
to the main harbour, is a large yard, and another range 
of buildings, which I had not time to explore to-day. The 
mere shell of the barrack remains ; the floors and beams 
of the rooms, have been removed. 

An act of great barbarity on the part of the enemy 
excites much comment. They left a number of their 
wounded and ours, including several officers, in the dock- 
yard building, where they were discovered by chance ; the 
Russians having, of course, fired the place, in common 
with others, on vacating the town. A poor old woman, 
seemingly of great age, had been left behind. She was 
seated in a chair, near the barracks, surrounded by a group 
of French soldiers, who, together with several of their 
vivandieres, were trying in vain to cheer her up by giving 
her food. She seemed hopelessly bewildered, and soon 
afterwards died. 

I then proceeded up, by a covered way, to the rear 
of the Malakoff. Marks of the conflict still remained, 
not only in dead Russians strewing the ground pretty 
thickly, but, unhappily, several wounded, who must have 
remained there nearly two days. The French " creolets" 
were passing by, and we made a strong efibrt to stop 
them, at the same time appealing to a French iEscuIa- 
pius, in behalf of a poor wretch shot through the head, 
but still shewing some strong marks of vitality. He 
examined him too, not being aware we were surgeons, 
said the wound was mortal, brain lacerated, — and passed 
on. The driver said he would return for them, but first 
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they must finish their employment of removing and 
burying their own dead. 

The Malakoff varied materially from the Redan and 
Mamelon, in being quite differently fortified, and in a 
more formidable manner in some respects. The space 
of ground covered was much more extensive, the ditch 
larger, above fifteen feet deep and twenty broad, and the 
parapet, perhaps, thirty feet high. The interior consisted 
of a perfect labyrinth, occasioned by numerous small 
fortified works, one within another. All of these had 
compartments, either for magazines, hospitals, or the men 
to rest in. Many had also embrasures cut for small pieces 
of artillery and loop-holes for musketry. The whole de- 
signed for infilading any party of assailants who might 
effect an entry. Scarcely a remnant of masonry of the 
tower remained, except its foundation, beneath which, 
very deep, and as secure as possible, the chief magazine 
was situated. These works were directly facing the Ma- 
melon, and close to where the assault was made. 

The approaches of the French had actually been car- 
ried into the ditch, and the latter crossed by a wooden 
bridge of scaling ladders. Here the French dead lay in 
considerable numbers, strewing the ground for some dis- 
tance — fine athletic Zouaves, chiefiy. Although the as- 
sault and capture were almost simultaneous, such a large 
body of men could not approach, I imagine, without ex- 
posure, and, consequently, heavy loss, even in the brief 
space of time preceding. 

Retracing our way through the rear of the Malakoff, 
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we passed round and up the space between it and the 
Redan ; thus crossing the outer defences, likewise very 
formidable, connecting the main works. The ditch was 
as deep as that round the Malakoff. Here, as well as at 
the works on the other side of the Malakoif, extending 
thence to Careening Bay, the French, subsequent to the 
capture of the chief fort, met with great opposition and 
consequent loss. Their rifle pits lay beyond — neat little 
excavations for a couple of men. 

Ck)ntinuing my way thence, I passed through the 
Mamelon, which appeared to resemble much, in its con- 
struction and interior, the Redan. The dead French and 
Russians (I think separate) were being interred in the 
fosse of the Malakoff when I left — flags of truce flying 
both from it and the Redan. The Russians are remark- 
ably fine-made men, much more so than either the French 
or British ; but with perfect animal expressions of coun- 
tenance. Nothing can exceed the fortitude with which 
they bear the most painful operations. I have heard no 
computation of the loss on either side; yet every one 
was of course struck with the great natural advantages 
of the site of Sebastopol. For a harbour and fortress 
none could be greater. 

II fi. — A bitter cold night and day, with the addition 
of very frequent heavy showers. A few shots, I believe, 
fired from Fort Constantine. An order was promulgated 
last night against any officer or soldier going into the 
town without passes : also denouncing any one found pos- 
aessing accoutrements of the enemy. 
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12M. — ^Weather, daring the. night and this morning, 
cold and stormy ; this evening more settled, and milder. 
The enemy have destroyed three steamers, previously 
rescued and towed close to the north side. It was con- 
jectured, I suppose, that our shot would soon cause the 
same result, unless we endeavoured to capture them. 
Arrangements for the internal economy of the town are 
made, I believe ; a governor, and even mayor, appointed. 
The houses continue, every now and then, to blow up ; 
and several wires and traps, for destroying visitors, are 
said to have been discovered. 

Orders by telegraph are reported to have been received, 
authorizmg the destruction of the town ; also for the pas- 
sage of the Tchemaya by the Third and Fourth Divisions 
— it is to be presumed, as portions of an army to attack 
the north side. The cavalry are to go to Scutari, and 
the Highland Division, rumour says, to Kertch. 

A shot or two only have been fired fix)m Fort Con- 
stantine across the entrance of the harbour. The ques- 
tion arises, — Can the fleet, now that the opposite fort is 
in our possession, not force an entry, and, by a grand 
coup, bombard the north side, and enable troops to land 
for its capture — thus ending this campaign ? 

Reports of the losses are now current — probably much 
exaggerated. The British set down at 2000, the French 
at 10,000; that of the enemy, of course, more than either. 
It seems our Allies experienced greater difficulties than 
were at first known, in their part of the affair. They cer- 
tainly got into the Malakoff without opposition, but were 
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only enabled to retain it after much subsequent loss of 
life ; whilst they were, it seems, repulsed severely in their 
attempts on both the outer line of defence to the right, 
called the Little Redan, and that to the left, known as the 
White Works. Both these were only given up by the 
enemy when they saw the Malakoff gained and kept by 
the French. Our sailors are erecting a battery to act 
against the north side, I believe. The 92nd Highlanders 
arrived from Gibraltar. 

13M. — A delightful day, quite of the agreeable tem- 
perature of spring. It is reported that the future plan 
of operations was determined on to-day. However, the 
proceedings expected to be adopted are, to erect power- 
ful batteries and destroy the forts of the north side, and 
then to leave the Crimea. The enemy are not considered 
to be in much force in the neighbourhood at present. 

The success of the French in getting into the Mala- 
koff with so little opposition, is reported to have been 
occasioned partly by the enemy being surprized. That 
the assault on the Redan should have been made at the 
same time, and not subsequently, when the fire from the 
Malakoff would have paved the way, and probably caused 
the evacuation vrith little bloodshed, seems to be regretted 
generally. 

To-day a large number (some say 2000) of dead 
Russians (killed), and a few English, were removed from 
the dockyard buildings, where they must have lain, judg- 
ing from their putrid swollen state, for a number of days. 
The French will, I presume, have the task of de- 
stroying Fort Constantine, as the defence opposite (Fort 
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Alexander) and the town proper are in their possession. 
The portion on this side of the creek, caUed Karabelnaia, 
is under British control. 

14M. — The anniversary of our landing; and, rather 
singularly, the latter part of the day has been exactly 
similar, viz., continued rain. There has been, however, no 
wind, whereas, on the former occasion, it blew freshly. 
Nothing known yet as to ulterior operations. It is 
thought by some, that the French will turn the enemy's 
flank near Baidar, and attack towards the north side. 

1 5M. — Delightful weather — like spring. Took a ride 
this afternoon over Karabelnaia. I passed down the ra- 
vine leading to Careening Bay, a short creek crossed at 
the head by the aqueduct ; — skirted the side, and thence 
along the edge of the main bay, to the suburb above 
named — a large cluster of houses, chiefly belonging to the 
poorer classes. The aqueduct, which terminates in the 
dry docks below the barracks, has been a work of vast 
labour and expense. It is carried over ravines, and, after 
crossing Careening Bay, passes through a mass of rock 
for a considerable distance. The channel has of course 
been dry for a long time, the water having been cut off 
ever since our arrival : the docks also wpe dry. 

The Russian defences, termed the Little Redan, reached 
from the Malakoff down to where the aqueduct crosses a 
ravine extending from Careening Bay. The French ad- 
vanced works near there, are the white quarries previously 
captured by them, and retained. Skirting the bay are 
large numbers of rude huts, built and inhabited by the 
Russian covering parties. They are partly excavated in 
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the rock, and partly built of stone. All kinds of equip- 
ments of a common description lay about. Further on, 
the margin of the bay was covered with spars, casks, and 
every variety of ships' articles — I presume, floated up 
from the sunken vessels. Here are numerous workshops 
of naval artizans — of course, rifled. 

The view across the bay, and out at sea, was very 
agreeable. Far up, near the extremity, terminating in 
the Inkermann valley, is a kind of summer residence, 
with gates opening close to the water's edge, and leading 
to the building through nicely wooded grounds, the trees 
now just beginning to change their colors. This, in maps, 
is marked, ''HoUandia Farm/' Little or no sign of 
animation was apparent at the other side, although any 
one, riding along the edge of the bay as I was, could 
have been easily picked off by a rifle — the inlet certainly 
not being there broader than the distance a rifle carries. 
Passing by the houses, I descended to the margin of 
the other inner harbour, or creek. Here is an immense 
range of lofty ediflces, containing huge compartments, 
supported by great beams, perpendicular as well as hori- 
zontal. These have been latterly used as hospitals, the 
buildings being so protected as to be very little injured ; 
and here the dead, and dying wounded, were discovered 
casually, after we took the town. The original purpose has 
probably been, a depot for naval stores ; as a little higher 
up are out offices, and all the appurtenances of a dock- 
jrard. On the opposite side of the creek, where the town 
proper stands, is another extensive range of building, in 
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the form of a crescent — the main arsenal, I believe — ► 
which I have not yet visited. 

The docks may be justly considered the lion of Sebas* 
topol ; for the labor, money, and time they have cost, must 
have been alike enormous. They are most substantial 
structures, built of huge blocks of sandstone, in two series 
of compartments, with a basin between, communicating 
by locks and canals, eifecting a gradual descent to the bay. 
The docks were supplied with water by the aqueduct. 
The ribs of two burnt ships lie there Already prepara- 
tions are being made to blow up these beautiful structures, 
for which end many tons of gunpowder will be requisite. 
Of this material, however, an immense quantity, said to 
exceed all we have expended in the siege, has been found 
— thus proving the fallacy of a current belief that the 
enemy were running short of ammunition. 

The dockyard barrack is being cleared out, and the 
rubbish burnt ; with what ulterior object I am not aware. 
Apparently, before the siege, the enemy were adding to 
its extent, as there is a mass of unfinished building at 
the farthest extremity. 

A flag of truce was floating fix)m Fort C!onstantine 
this afternoon, and a boat visited our fleet lying off 
there ; for what purpose is not generally known, but all 
the steamers subsequently got their steam up. 

In returning by the Redan, a most offensive odour 
was already emanating from the ditch, where our own 
and the Russian dead had been interred. The surface, 
nevertheless, had been covered with lime. 
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FRENCH PUBLIC THANKSGIYING FORT CONSTANTINE — AUTUMN RACES 

ARRIVAL OF DRAFTS FOR THE BRIGADE OF GUARDS — RIDE TO 

BAIDAR — HUTTING COMMENCED ASPECT OF THE NORTH SIDE 

RUMOURED ATTACK BT THE ENEMY KINBURN CAPTURED BY THE 

ALLIES VISIT TO THE CEMETERY — DISCOVERY OF ANCIENT RE- 
MAINS. 

l6tA CSundayJ. — A stormy wet day. Nothing new, but 
a rumour of the enemy again threatening an attack. 
Certainly a large force of the French are in the plain ; yet 
they may be en route to the interior, and it is said they 
have pushed their reconnaissances as far as Baktchi- 
Send, and burnt that city. An English contingent was 
to have taken the field also, but commissariat and trans* 
port difficulties have prevented the arrangement. 

Reports that the fleet, except two ships, are going 
to Malta. 

With the exception of a small guard for the trenches, 
the First Division and others, I believe, are employed 
in constructing a road to Balaklava from the camp. The 
general health of the troops keeps very good ; no parti- 
cular disease predominating. 

nth. — Weather still cold and threatening ; showery 
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duriDg the night. A report gains ground of our taking 
the field, and certainly a large French force are moving 
up the country. 

I omitted to notice the public thanksgiving of the 
French army, which took place at eight o'clock yesterday 
morning. A wooden altar was erected on a small knoU, 
near the verge of the plateau behind our camp, flanked 
at the corners with trophies taken from the enemy,— car- 
ronades, muskets, etc. A wall of gabions surrounded 
the altar. First, mass was celebrated, and afterwards 
a Te Deum chanted. 

The return of casualties amongst our officers is said 
to be twenty-six killed, and one himdred and twenty- 
seven wounded. 

18M. — ^Weather as cold, but more settled. Orders 
have been issued to be in readiness to take the field, to 
all divisions, except the Second and Light. To-day the 
French amused themselves by trying to fire the tents and 
stores on the north side of the town with rockets : ap* 
parently, without success. 

Large parties are employed everywhere in digging 
drains. The Highland Brigade have received orders to 
march up towards Baidar. 

I9tk. — Rain during the night, and the latter part of 
the day very wet. The weather now begins to dififer 
from that of the like period last year, in being more 
inclement. Nothing new to record. 

20th, — Weather as cold, raw, and showery ; veiy dif- 
ferent firom the same period last year, — the day of the 
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Alma. In commemoration of the battle, a distribution of 
the medals previously arrived, took place in the Brigade 
of Guards, by Lieutenant-General Lord Rokeby ; and a 
dinner to the surviving officers in the evening. Out of 
about ninety who came out at first, but twenty-eight were 
then present; a sad proof of the drain of war and 
disease. 

2l8t. — Although unsettled, the day has been milder, 
and this evening particularly so. The French have been 
firing a good deal across to the north side ; apparently, 
with little result. All intentions of our taking the field, 
at least for the present, seem to be abandoned. 

22nd. — Quite like a spring day ; showery in the early 
part, and warm, fine, and settled in the evening. Took 
a ride again through Sebastopol-proper, and the suburbs 
beyond, as far as the mouth of the harbour, skirting 
round to the Quarantine Bay. With the aid of a good 
glass, or even without it, the movements of the enemy 
on the other side could be well made out, and the result 
was anything but gratifying. Like a number of indus- 
trious ants, they could be seen busily employed in all 
directions, throwing up mud works; the number and 
strength of which already appear very formidaMe, Fort 
Ck)nstantine looked almost deserted, and being thus quiet, 
I could survey it at leisure. The embrasures in the case- 
mates appear only to be furnished with guns, seaward, 
and immediately opposite Fort Alexander. The ma>oui v , 
apparently quite uninjured, seems to be composed of 
smaller stones than I had imagined. Two sentries were 
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the only objects visible ; except some shirts hang oat to 
dry ; one on the summit, and the other on a point of 
rock, beyond the base of the fort. The huge masts oi 
the ships, sunk at the beginning of the si^, projecting 
a few feet above water, were very visible ; and, seen thus 
near, the barrier certainly affords a formidable obstacle to 
vessels forcing their way. A fort, on an eminence a little 
inland from Alexander (marked fifty guns in the maps), 
was being rearranged, and pieces of artillery remounted, 
behind embrasures as yet masked. Around and beyond 
this fort, a stony loop-holed wall with a deep fosse be- 
yond, extends for, I should think, a circuit of a mile 
backward. Fort Alexander is completely dismantled, and 
breached by mines. Further round the coast, a little way 
towards Kamiesch, the Quarantine Battery is situated. It 
is a large mud fort, which has, on the land side, a defence 
of strong palisades of young trees, about twelve feet high, 
and a ditch beyond. This appeared designed to act sea* 
ward, rather than against the small creek (Quarantine 
harbour) which extends inwards a little to the left. A 
large number of the guns, seemingly unspiked and ser- 
viceable, remained ; together with ammunition. A small 
reef of rocks, just above water, lie a little to the left of 
Fort Alexander, looking out to sea. 

In returning, I wished to visit the arsenal; but on 
approaching close, was warned off by the sentries, pos- 
sibly from humane motives ; for the French, having some 
guns moimted on Fort Nicholas, which played on the 
enemy, the latter were returning the compliment rather 
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briskly at the time, from a small casemated battery oppo- 
site, and also from an earth-work. I am now, perhaps, 
better able to form an idea of the pecuniary loss the 
Russians have sustained ; and it must have been enor- 
mous, in the items of artillery and ammunition alone. In 
returning by the inner harbour, or artillery creek, I 
counted the tiers of guns, chiefly of small calibre, and 
found them to number fifty in each. On a rough guess, 
they might be estimated, without exaggeration, at 1000 
(new ones), besides shot in proportion : also a large 
number of anchors, none very large. 

2Srd fSunday). — Fine weather, like spring in Eng- 
land ; the air being fresh and bracing. The firing has 
gradually become more frequent on both sides, and 
several casualties have occurred on ours. 

The fleet, which had left, returned this evening, at 
least the steam portion of it, together with several gun 
boats ; the object accomplished, if any, of course un- 
known. 

24tth. — Beautiful temperate weather. Nothing new. 
The general health of the troops excellent, and the sick 
list has decreased much. Certain portions of the Kara- 
belnaia have been allotted to the different divisions, with 
the view of any moveables, windows, etc., being removed 
for building purposes. It is thought that a ruse has been 
practised successfully by the fleet, on the enemy, through 
the departure of the former. The Russians, believing 
that we have reinforced the troops at Enpatoria largely, 
have despatched, it is said, Liprandi's army to that place. 
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2btA. — Weather still &vorable. It seems that the 
war steamers did convey troops — a French force of ca- 
vahy and infantry, which they landed down the coast. 
Firing continues, sometimes rather heavy, between the 
north and south sides of the town ; a few British soldiers 
have been killed. 

26M. — Very cold during the past night, and except 
an hour or so in the afternoon, when the sun shone with 
about the warmth of March, equally so throughout the 
day. Bode round the edge of the plateau above Inker- 
mann. In one part of the valley, a little oasis presented 
itself, almost worthy of England. It is a group of trees, 
here very rare, tolerably grown walnut and beech, the 
leaves bearing a rich autumnal tint. The aqueduct ex- 
pands somewhat at this part, and the light rested on the 
water just where some trees over-arched it Other clumps 
of wood dotted the pasturage adjacent, and the whole 
afforded a very pretty relief to the eye, when contrasted 
with the sterile heights and plains adjacent. 

To-day, for the first time, I saw the extremity of the 
main harbour, where the Tchemaya, a dull and narrow 
little river empties itself. The land, for about half a 
mile, until it terminates in the scene I have alluded to, 
is a perfect swamp of reeds, intersected by a road, 
winding up to the north side, and by which the Russian 
army retreated after the Battle of Inkermann. I could 
make out the exterior of the caves very well, with the 
help of a good glass ; also the shell of an old ruin, sur- 
mounting the excavated mass of rock. I was able to 



Digitized by 



Google 



ARRIVAL OF HUTS. 411 

discern a large window, a good height from the base, 
with a balcony of iron jutting out, and flanked on either 
side by several smaller windows. 

In returning over the ground of the battle, I per- 
ceived a skull, from its symmetrical proportions, evidently 
not Russian. The locality of the contest is so much 
altered by the French, who subsequently occupied the 
ground, and formed an extensive camp, that it required 
a little consideration to determine exactly where the 
Guards had made their stand. 

27 tA. — ^Day very fine and warmer ; the past night, 
however, cold. Nothing new, except rumours of a re- 
pulse of a detachment of French and English cavahry at 
Kertch, apparently of Uttle moment. 

2StA. — Weather the same. Nothing new. 

29M. — Climate now very similar to this period last 
year. Huts for the Brigade of Guards have been in 
harbour some days, and will be brought up as soon as 
improvements and alterations, now being effected on the 
railway, are completed. Took a sketch of Inkermann 
to-day, but could not get as close as I wished, owing to 
the annoyance of the enemy's riflemen. 

30iA (SundayJ.— Weather delightful and settled. 
Flames were visible to-night over Sebastopol, whether 
occasioned by the enemy's fire, or through accident by 
the French themselves, I am not aware. Some rather 
loud reports this evening, in quick succession, sounding 
seaward. 

A large quantity of woodi etc., taken from Karabel- 
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naia, is now in the camp of each regiment. The orders 
say it is to be apportioned ; and thus a subaltern may 
become the fortunate possessor of a dilapidated chair, or 
a couple of old boards. The various articles are of the 
poorest description, of course ; chests of drawers, tables, 
and boxes, similar in quality to those in a peasant's cot- 
tage in England. Some boilers and fire grates have been 
found useful for the men's kitchens and hospitals. 

October \st — Weather still favorable. Continued 
heavy fire this afternoon, apparently proceeding almost 
entirely from the French batteries. Officers and men are 
forbidden, probably owing to encreased risk of casualties, 
from going into Sebastopol. 

2nd. — ^Weather continues fine, and rather warm at 
intervals. A. brigade of the Fourth Division under orders 
for a move ; rumour says to Eupatoria. Reports of the 
enemy being en route out of the Crimea. The health of 
the troops on the whole continues excellent. 

Sales of effects of officers, now very frequent, and 
as a little variety, pretty well attended ; articles bring- 
ing fancy prices : more according to the mood of the pur- 
chaser, or rather the love of competition, than the value 
of the things themselves. The cokhicum autumnale^ 
with its pretty blue crocus-like blossom, now abounds. 

3rrf. — Weather delightful still. Races, got up by 
the Light Division, took place in the plain this afternoon, 
and were tolerably well attended. 

Colonel Spencer's brigade of the Fourth Division 
expected orders to go on board ship this evening ; 5000 
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in number. Some marines, and a large force of French 
are to accompany them. Their destination is kept secret, 
but Nicolaieff, where the enemy are believed to be build- 
ing ships, is surmised ; together with Odessa. From the 
small amount of baggage allowed, a long stay at any place 
is not looked for. 

\th. — Showery, but mild and agreeable weather. 
Drafts of Guards for the brigade arrived in harbour. 
Nothing new. 

hth. — Heavy rain in the night, and showery this even- 
ing ; temperature agreeable. Rumours of the French ca- 
valry having crossed the Belbec, and, as it would seem, 
with the view of harassing the enemy. Our light cavalry 
are going somewhere down the coast. The destination 
of the expeditionary force, I alluded to yesterday, is now 
said to be some place on the Bug, below Nicolaieff, and 
between it and Odessa ; any vessels from the former port 
would thus be unable to pass. 

6/A. — Weather agreeable and mild. Expedition not 
yet sailed. 

7/A (Sunday), — Weather continues deUghtful, rather 
warm in the early part of the day. Drafts of the Guards 
joined. They could not have come out at a more favorable 
period, or under more promising circumstances as regards 
duty. It will therefore be interesting, but I trust with- 
out any painful associations, to witness the effect of 
climate on them. 

8M. — ^Day as favorable. Four light cavalry regiments 
embarked to-day, it is beUeved for Eupatoria ; and sub- 
sequently to winter on the shores of the Bosphorus. Their 
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present object is to harass the eiiemy, who, it is said po- 
sitively, have, to the number of four divisions, retreated 
rapidly on their way firom the Crimea. The firing now, 
from the Allies as well as the enemy (who only do so in 
reply), is very occasional. 

9M. — Weather continues delightfully fine and healthy. 
Rode to-day to Baidar. The leaves have a complete 
autumnal tint, and the natural beauty of the scenery in 
this neighbourhood is thus enhanced. The village, I was 
pleased to see, had apparently not suffered in the least 
by a change of masters : the houses, or rather hovels,—* 
for the place only boasts of one stone building, — are on- 
injured, and the bazaar still open, besides several shops 
with French proprietors. Here were grapes, onions, po- 
tatoes, etc., for sale. The huts are most primitive affiiirs, 
— ^the walls being formed of mud and wattles, or wood, 
roofed with tiles like those in England. Two wretched 
looking edifices are mosques; if one may judge from 
grave-yards adjacent, together with a detached square 
wooden turret, open on all sides, and surmounting a flight 
of stone steps — the Muezzin's station. 

All the Tartar populace seem to have remained ; and 
their children, who are very numerous, have already 
learned to rush after visitors with the view of earning a 
trifle by holding their horses. The site is the centre of a 
plain, apparently capable of being rendered very fertile, 
and surrounded on all sides by wooded heights. The vil- 
lage is not far distant frt)m the coast. In returning, I was 
much struck virith the industry and ingenuity displayed 
by the Sardinians near Kamara. They have erected com- 
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plete villages of mud huts (as far as I can judge by the 
help of a telescope) very similar to those of the Russians 
on the heights ; viz., the walls underground and a slop- 
ing roof with a foot or two of mud parapet to allow of 
windows. They are finished in very neat style. In ad- 
dition, for officers and stabling, there are other more 
substantial edifices, some entirely of stone with tiled 
roofs ; others of wattling and mud, with glazed windows, 
doors, etc. ; others, again, of sods, strengthened only 
by a sloping earthwork around. There was an air of 
neatness and comfort thus given to the camp which con- 
trasted strongly with the cold aspect of the tents of the 
Highlanders, at a little distance. Up the country, the 
French are actively engaged in cutting and transporting 
wood in anticipation of the winter. They appear to be 
progressing towards the interior, as we met long trains 
of waggons laden with camp equipage, and passed many 
encampments of the same. 

10/^. — A very windy night and day, but the air 
warmer. Further rumours of combined movements 
against the north side from different points. The process 
of hutting not yet commenced ; partly it is said from no 
directions as to the mode of erection having come with 
the buildings. They are differently, and i^parently more 
judiciously, constructed than those sent out last year; 
viz., square compartments of about sixteen feet, formed 
of boards firmly fastened together over a layer of felt, 
and fitting into each other like the pieces of a child's 
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llti. — Latter part of the day showery : weather in- 
dicative of heavy rain: temperature warm. Nothing 
new. It is surmised that the fleet have gone on some 
expedition. 

l2tA. — ^Weather again more settled, and moderately 
warm. One or two huts are in process of erection in the 
difierent regiments of the Brigade ; every compartment, 
of which there are eight on each side, is firmly fixed to 
the adjacent one, by screws. 

13M. — ^Day fine and agreeable. Rode to the extre- 
mity of Mount Sapoune, firom whence a good view of 
the north side can be obtained. The aspect of a£fairs 
between the allies and the enemy, did not appear very 
satisfactory. The latter were firing vigorously from all 
their forts, even from those at some distance inland, which 
must consequently be mounted with cannon of very heavy 
calibre ; and they sent at least six shots for one of ours. 
Some guns on the summit of Fort Constantine took part. 
The Russians appeared, as usual, very actively engaged 
in making or improving works, and had just completed 
two very solid-looking structures (magasines?) The 
number of men, notwithstanding, by means of a good 
glass, was not great, and led me to conclude that the 
bulk of the army must be stationed near the Belbec or 
elsewhere. The little town of huts has disappeared, 
either owing to our fire threatening to destroy them, or 
else because they were exterior to the line of mud fortifi- 
cations which defends the north side inland. The late 
winds seem to have affected the sunken ships at the 
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entrance of the harbour, for one of them has risen erectly 
finom the water, almost as far as her hull, thus showmg 
her lower masts and rigging, together with a yard ; the 
upper spars, etc., having been removed before sinking 
the vessels. 

Sebastopol must be rather a hot residence now. An 
occasional shot was thrown at the battery where I was, 
situated at the extremity of a Uttle tongue of hill, from 
the opposite one on the north side. 

I saw to-day abundant evidence of the great labor 
and loss of hfe the French must have experienced in their 
saps to this position ; the latest constructed there, through 
very rocky localities, remained, apparently, much as they 
were at the time of assault ; and vestiges of every descrip- 
tion lay about. A great quantity of prize-artillery and 
munitions of all kinds, have been collected by the French 
in an enclosure near the windmill. 

Wth C8unda]p, — Weather delightfully temperate. 
Firing rather heavy throughout the day, chiefly on the 
Russian side. Report says that the Allies have dis- 
covered a tract of country beyond Baidar, where the 
enemy's position can be turned ; that the latter have re- 
treated before the French force, which has advanced a 
considerable distance horn Eupatoria, and that they only 
hesitate to follow, lest the movement should prove to be 
a ruse on the enemy's part. 

A conflagration was visible last night, at some dis-^ 
tauce inland, on the north side. 

\hth. — ^Day very fine ; warmer than it has been for 
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some weeks. A despatch is said to have arrived, con- 
taining intelligence of the Russian army before Kars 
having been defeated with considerable loss. 

The departure of the Highland Brigade for Eupa- 
toria has been delayed, if not countermanded entirely. 

IQtk. — A very hot wind prevalent to-day, like a si- 
rocco ; disagreeable, and, probably, insalubrious. 

Conflicting rumours relative to the result of the ex- 
pedition to Kinbum. One report says that the fort has 
been taken, but the 21st and 57th cut to pieces. It is 
believed that despatches have arrived, and from the delay 
in making them known, that their tenor is unfavourable. 
The Russians continue to fire vigorously from the north 
side. The smoke of conflagrations in the interior, was 
visible in several places to-day. Spies and deserters have 
reported that the Russians intend a retreat ; and that to 
cover it more effectually, a feigned or real attack on the 
lines is intended. Consequently, this morning, and until 
further orders, the troops are to be under arms at half-past 
five o'clock, a.m. The Highland Division is to remain h&re. 

nth. — Weather as warm, but less oppressive than 
yesterday. The smoke of fires on the north side again 
visible to-day. 

The report of an attack by the enemy is said to be 
based on the same sources of information as those from 
which the intelligence of the intended Battle of Tchemaya 
resulted. 

18/^. — ^During the night, the temperature feU, and to* 
day it has been some degrees colder. The sky looks un- 
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settled, as if stormy weather is at hand. Nothing new. 
Saturday reported by the intelligent public as the day on 
which the assault is to come off — the very reason why it 
will not^ probably. So confident, however, it is rumoured, 
are the authorities, that the 12th Lancers, after embar- 
kation, and, I beUeve, departure for Eupatoria, have 
been brought back. Firing on both sides of the town, has 
become less animated. 

19M — Weather as temperate, but the evenings rather 
chilly. The report, in general orders to-night, shows 
that Kinbum Fort, together with a general and 1300 
prisoners, have been taken. The few particulars given 
seem very satisfactory; scarcely any casualties on the part 
of the Allies, and but a few amongst the enemy. This 
was owing to the fort, situated on a neck of land, being 
cut off from reinforcements, and commanded on all sides 
by the fire of the Allies, from ships and gun-boats. 

20M. — Weather keeps fine and temperate, but this 
evening again rather threatening. A review of a part of 
the French army in the plain. 

21*/. — Day fine, but much colder. Indications of a 
storm this evening. Nothing new. 

22»rf. — ^Weather more settled, though colder. The 
aspect of the country begins to look wintry. Road mak- 
ing continues to be the order of the day. The enemy are 
supposed to be retreating, and the likelihood of further 
collision with them, during this campaign, is becoming 
fEuinter. 

28rrf. — ^Weather continues cold, but fine. Nothing 
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new. Evident indications of an approaching break np of 
autumn. 

24M. — ^The past night so cold as to convey a decided 
impression of a frosty air. Weather settled, and the 
sun warm in the middle of the day. A dearth cf lu- 
mours of any kind. 

26M. — ^Anniversary of Balaklava. Weather oontxnoes 
settled. Nothing new. 

26/A. — A total absence of reports : weather ddightfi 

27M. — ^Weather settled and rather warm. Rode to- 
day over the site of the French left attack — an exteosre 
tract extending from a ravine on the left of Chapmao's 
Battery, to the sea. The ground is much less cut up and 
disfigured by all kinds of refuse than our old approaches; 
but, nevertheless, as thickly sprinkled with shot of smaller 
calibre as daisies in a spring field. The saps were much 
deeper and better capable of affording cover than ootsl 
Many had been filled up, and fatigue parties are dov 
employed in completing that work. The suburb of the 
town was defended by a lofty earth parapet and fosse, as 
far as the extensive range of loop-holed walls I have al- 
ready alluded to, extending inland from the harbour. 
About half a mile off, and at a like distance parallel vitk 
the Quarantine Bay, the cemetery is situated. It is a 
square, walled enclosure, I should suppose of about half 
a mile in circumference, and opens towards the town bj 
means of lofty gates. The mere shell of a small chapel 
remains ; the only traces of its purpose being some half 
defaced paintings in the interior of the cupola. Ampk 
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food for a novelist is certainly afforded by the present 
appearance of the country — ^a perfect type of the destruc- 
tion war may even extend to the last resting-places of 
fallible mortals. Disinterment of the dead had not taken 
place^ but every possible injury had been effected on 
their tenements : marble tomb stones removed and shat- 
tered, — some wilfully and some by the shot and shell 
— l>estrewed the grounds; columns and urns broken; 
iron railings twisted off; and the large wooden crosses 
placed at the heads of the graves of the higher classes 
were burnt as fire wood, or otherwise destroyed. Could 
the veriest atheist desire more proof of the firail nature of 
man? Who that sleeps there, could, in his wildest 
flight of imagination, have conjectured that his own coun- 
trymen, perhaps kindred, would sweep his tomb with 
every missile of war? That at the same time, an enemy 
held and desecrated the very temple of worship, where 
^ the last rites of religion were performed over his remains ? 
. and that there the heretical foe awaited the last summons, 
side by side with the orthodox Greek. 

A few small trees remain, and the wild thyme emits 
a fragrant odour. The marble appears to be of a very 
^, fine quality. 

The stone wall surrounding the cemetery has been 

]_^ completely riddled by the enemy's shot. It is scarcely 

necessary to allude to the locality, as it has been often 

dilated on by the French in their descriptions of the siege. 

I think it was captured and retained on the 8th of June. 

28M (Sunday). — ^Day very warm and oppressive. 
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The fleet is said to have returned from Odessa without 
operating against that city. The enemy is reported to 
have destroyed a fort opposite Eanburn. 

29M. — Weather very agreeable — quite warm enough. 
It is reported that the docks at Sebastopol are to be 
blown up, — ^the question being definitely settled. The 
firing between the Allies and the enemy has become very 
occasional ; and, it would appear, more for the sake of 
shewing mutual watchfulness than from any other motive. 

SOM. — ^Weather the same. No news of any kind. 

31^/. — Day mild but threatening rain, as it does to- 
night. Report states that the troops from Kinbum, 
reinforced, are to proceed to Kaffa and attack the forts 
there. 

The French force in the field near the Belbec is falling 
back on a more secure position ; probably owing to the 
advanced period of the year. 

The newspapers still insist that the enemy are retreat- 
ing from the Crimea. 

The strength of the floating batteries has been well 
tested at the assault on Kinbum, — those of the French 
being scarcely indented on the sides by the enemy's shot. 
Another trial of the powers of this new armament against 
Fort Cionstantine is talked of. 

Two cases of cholera have occurred in men of the 
recent drafts of the Coldstream Guards ; one has reco- 
vered, but the other proved fatal. 

November lat. — To-day has afforded a striking con- 
trast to the corresponding period last year; the weather 
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being rendered oppressiye by the decided sirooco — an 
unusual commencement of a winter month. The very 
threatening state of the sky yesterday has compktely 
passed away, and the heavy rains of the season are thus 
deferred. 

It now seems difficult to realize the privations of the 
same period last year ; so much have the comparative 
comforts and easy duties changed the mode of life of the 
survivors. Instead of being devoid of clothing, bedding, 
common comforts of food and firing (except the enemy's), 
we now possess an abundance of all. 

A very loud report was audible at noon, said to have 
been caused by the French blowing up a fort in the town. 

2nd. — The same hot, oppressive wind, rendering every 
one uncomfortable and enervating ; affecting many too 
with headache, sore throat, catarrh, or want of appetite. 

Nothing new of any interest. There is winter cloth- 
ing for the men in the quarter-master's store, and for the 
officers also, on payment. 

Srd. — ^Weather less oppressive ; a tendency to fog. 
No rumours to vary the monotony of our present Ufe. 

4M. — Slight showers in the night ; the early part of 
the morning cool, but towards noon the temperature rose 
considerably, and became as oppressive as on the 2nd. 
Rumoured, on the authority of a deserter, that the enemy 
contemplate an attack when the misty mornings may be 
looked for, a few days hence. 

Sir Colin Campbell has left for England rather unex- 
pectedly ; and General Simpson is reported to have ten- 
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dered his resignation again, and that Sir W. Eyre is to 
succeed him. 

The sky looks overcast, and horizon dull, as if tend- 
ing to rain. 

btA, — ^To-day diflTered, happily, in every respect from 
that of last year, it being fine and temperate. The em- 
ployment of the army consists entirely in preparing for 
their own wants and comforts during the approaching 
winter. A hospital hut, capable of holding thirty men» 
given out to each regiment of the brigade; and if tiie 
weather admits of their erection before the severe cold 
sets in, the circumstance will indeed be fortunate, llis 
morning, rainbows were visible, and other indications of 
rain, which have passed away for the time. 

6tA. — ^Weather still as fine, but rather oppressive at 
mid-day. Nothing new. 

7tA. — Fine, but much cooler; rather frosty towards 
evening ; then a fog. A discovery of some rather inte- 
resting relics of former days has been made quite by 
accident. Colonel Munro of the 39th, observed a man, 
it is said, employed in road-making, at the margin of the 
plateau called Col de Balaklava, carrying a stone of 
peculiar shape and appearance. He therefore supposed 
some ancient remains to exist ; and excavations have well 
verified his opinion. A circular apartment was first dis« 
covered. The walls are formed of large masses of hewn 
stone, subdivided by a wall. In one half are a series of 
vats (?), or excavations containing ten or twelve large 
earthen vessels, capable of holding from eight to ten 
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gallons. Commimicatiiig with them at one end is a large 
slab, with a grooved margin. In the other compartment, 
is another slab, a rude perpendicular block of stone, which 
might be a crashing machine ; and a fimnel-shi^>ed exca- 
vation, apparently a weU. Three small square apartments, 
^th massive walls, at a gradual descent, extend from the 
first-named. The waUs are grooved in the centre. A 
large number of fragments of pottery, vases, tiles, etc., 
have been dug up, with a few arrow heads and coios ; of 
what era I am not aware. 

Although some suggest the ruins to be sacrificial 
altars, — ^to the unlearned spectator, the probability of 
their being wine-presses seems very strong. However, as 
the excavations are going on, it is perhaps premature to 
form any opinion. Some fragments of bones seemed to 
me like those of animals ; and there were teeth, evidently 
of quadrupeds. 

St/i. — ^Weather continues cool, but agreeable. No- 
thing new. 
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VISIT TO CHER80N — ^EXPLOSION IN CAMP— CHOLERA IN THE DRAPT 

BTBBPLB CHASE — STORMY WEATHER — NEAT ORDER IN TBE 

BRITISH CEMETERIES — ^A FRENCH WOMAN's WINTBR ** QET UP" 

GLASS BELOW ZERO— K^ONCLUDINQ OBSERVATIONS. 



9tA. — ^Weathee still as fine, with a tendency to frost at 
nights. Rode over the site of ancient Cherson to-day. 
Mr. Seymour, in his work, would lead strangers to believe 
the ruins much nu>re perfect than they really are, although 
sufficient traces remain to render a visit interesting. 
Judging from portions of the wall which exist, the town 
occupied a flat promontory (if a slight jutting of the coast 
deserves the name), between Quarantine Bay, a slight in- 
indentation of the coast, on one side ; and on the other, 
extended to a distance of about a mile. The ground seems 
very poor there. The fragments of wall alluded to, are 
in the highest part about thirty feet high and twelve 
broad. The defences appear to have terminated at the 
landward extremity of Quarantine Bay on the one side, 
and on the other, on the margin of the sea towards Ka- 
miesch. 

The only remains of ancient buildings, are near the 



Digitized by 



Google 



VISIT TO CHERSON. 427 

former ; bat outside the latter is a ruined village ; I ap- 
prehend pertaining to the Tartars, before the Russian 
cx>nquest. Seymour alludes to three churches, one very 
complete, excavated by the Russians, and subsequently, 
to their regret, destroyed by the French in their siege 
approaches. Judging from the ruins I saw, and inferring 
that the material taken, could only be used for the para- 
pets still remaining, the perfection of these structures 
would appear to have been much overrated. Some two 
or three shafts of white marble columns are there, and 
a low shell of a small edifice ; from its form, I should 
imagine, the cathedral alluded to. (There are a small 
number of fragments of marble columns a short way off, 
which, possibly, may have been taken from the church.) 
This is surrounded by several other buildings of a some- 
what similar shape ; perhaps the other ecclesiastical edi- 
fices. Within the first-named, in an open tomb, was a 
considerable number of bones of women and children, 
as weU as of men ; and judging from the conformation 
of portions of some skulls, they belonged to a low order 
of the human race — probably Tartars. In one I brought 
away with me, the forehead recedes very much. The in- 
dividual would seem to have met a violent end ; for there 
was a circular defined aperture over the temple, and on 
the opposite side, the outer wall of bone was injured. 

A large quantity of mistletoe was growing in the 
ruins. A portion of a fine slab of marble, sculptured 
over with qualre feuiUe, remained, of which I brought 
away a fragment. Several vaulted chambers lay open, 
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near Quarantine Bay, outside the old wall ; also some 
caves, both of which had been found and used by the 
French as shelter from the enemy and weather during 
the siege. Toward Kamiesch, beyond Strelitza (?) Bay^ 
the only relic of the past I could see, was a tumulus 
of considerable size. Seymour alludes to a palace of the 
old monarchs, of which I could see no traces. The 
space within the confines of the wall, was covered with 
loose stones, or else intersected by defences thrown up 
hastily by the French. I noticed in the masonry of the 
church, some lai^e, square, flat bricks, and one or two 
shafts of marble columns ; a somewhat mixed architec- 
ture, similar to that visible in parts of the old Byzantine 
wall at Stamboul. 

The Imperial Guard have returned to France again. 
Lieutenant-General Sir William Codrington is now re- 
ported to be General Simpson's successor. 

lot A. — ^Weather fine, but considerably colder. Sir 
William Codrington is in orders to succeed Sir J. Simpson, 
as Commander-in«Chief, commencing from to-morrow. 

llti {Sunday). — ^Weather keeps fine but cool. The 
sun has very little power now. The weather has admitted 
of considerable progress being made in the erection of two 
hospital huts for the brigade, and several others for the 
men. A good many officers are also hutted in primitive 
domiciles of various designs ; the material^chiefly taken 
from Elarabelnaia. I have now begun to use a stove in 
my tent in the evenings, and, a portion of the latter 
being open, the temperature is agreeable. My tent 
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^ing double, sank to the depth of about three feet, 
cid boarded, is tolerably comfortable. The only draw- 
Qjcla being the mice, which burrow under the boards, 
nd raise Uttle tumuli round the earthen walls. The 
ilateau on the north side looks deserted, and there is 
'^ery little firing either from us or the enemy. 

12tA. — ^Weather the same. At Balaklava there are 
Lramense stores of wood in readiness for the winter — 
bnge piles, eighty or a hundred feet high. Huts too are 
being landed in considerable numbers. 

18/^. — ^Weather again threatening, and becoming 
colder. No incident of any kind. 

14M. — To-day a very agreeable contrast was afforded 
to the like date last year. This morning I lay outside 
my tent, basking in a tolerably strong sun, — ^last year 
at the same time I was cowering behind a few stones, 
sufiering extreme misery from the combined effects of 
intense cold and disease. The truly fortunate circum- 
stance of the weather, has enabled the hutting to progress 
steadily, and it is to be hoped the sick will this winter 
be comfortably housed. An explosion of fouffosses in 
the Eedan took place to-day whilst the Guards were on 
duty there. Two of the Coldstreams were killed,— one 
a man named Groodran, who had distinguished himself 
by volunteering at the assault on the 8th. 

15^^. — Strong indications of rain, which, however, 
keeps off. To-day, whilst lying on my bed reading, 
about three o'clock, a report occurred, so loud as to cause 
the bedstead to shake under me, the tent to rock, and 
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sundry breakages to occur amongst the bottles. It was 
followed by others in rapid succession. On looking out 
from the door of my tent, masses of wood or stone, shells^ 
rockets, and all kinds of missiles were visible at a great 
height in the air, enveloped in a huge pyramid oi conti- 
bustion. Along the adjoining ground, a running fire of 
flame and explosions was visible. The locality was the 
vicinity of the old windmill, which at first we thought had 
been blown up. At the present time, few, and doubtless 
exaggerated, particulars are known; none, as to the 
cause. The explosion began in the French depot of mu- 
nitions, contiguous to our own. Both armies are sufltering 
from shell wounds, etc., of a fearful nature ; but it is said, 
a French ambulance, close to the scene, with about eight 
hundred sick and wounded, has been dreadfully shattered 
— ten or twelve of their medical officers being killed. Hie 
wounded were immediately removed to the hospitals of 
the Light Division adjacent, and subsequently many to 
the general hospital ; where, of course, all the medical 
officers of the various corps attended. Some of the firag- 
ments of shell were thrown to a considerable distance. 
In the vicinity of the accident, huts and tents were de* 
stroyed, either by missiles or by the force of the explo- 
sion. Some of the Land Transport animals and a num- 
ber of men are killed and wounded. The fire raged fiercely 
for several hours, explosions taking place from time to 
time ; but now (nine o'clock) it seems to be subsiding, 
after demolishing many huts and tents in the neighbour- 
hood. The Russians availed themselves of the oircum- 
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stance to open fire briskly, without, I apprehend, much 
result. All the rej^ments, however, are to be under 
arms early in the morning, in case of an attack. 

16tt. — ^Weather continues cold and threatening. The 
fire happily subsided last evening, without further injury 
or loss of life. The casualties are variously stated at 
sixty or eighty in the Light Division ; including an officer 
of artillery, one of the rifles, and one of another corps. 

17M. — Very cold and cloudy. The draft for the 
Grenadier Guards landed and marched up this evening. 
Nothing new. 

18/i (Sunday). — The same weather. A dearth of all 
incident. 

19M. — During the afternoon and evening, light show- 
ers, with appearances of continued wet. The winter rains 
began on this night last year. A case of cholera in the 
regiment, terminating fatally in eighteen hours. The 
subject, a lad of the last draft. The form of the disease 
was of the passive type, incidental to the winter last year. 

20M. — ^A stormy, wet night, and showery, cold day. 
Three more cases of cholera in my corps, and, rather 
singularly, in one company just removed to a hut ; which 
the men appear inclined to attribute as the cause. 

21*/. — Very cold in the night. This morning the 
ground is covered with a thin layer of snow. The effects 
of the cold unhappily shown in two other cases of cholera, 
one of whom has since died ; the other four doing well. 
The effects of absence of acclimatization are now very 
clearly proved. Five cases occurred in one company. 
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chiefly composed of recent arrivals from England. The 
other man is also from a company similarly circumstanced. 
Cold and damp would also appear to be strong exciting 
causes, as the hut occupied lets in the rain very much, 
so as to render the bedding damp or wet. Each regi- 
ment of the brigade has now, fortunately, a hospital hut. 
Rather singularly, the other two batallions have no cases 
of cholera. 

22nd. — ^Mild in the afternoon, and cold in the even- 
ing. Nothing new. 

2Srd. — ^A fine dear morning, and bracing air. Fine 
throughout the day. No fresh cases of cholera. Ru- 
mours that the enemy have been seen removing guns and 
stores from the north side, as if preparatory to a retreat. 

24M. — Showery during the past night and early part 
of to-day, but mild. No more cases of cholera. There 
have been six altogether. 

25tt CSundayJ. — ^Very stormy during the night, and 
heavy rain subsequently, nearly throughout the day. The 
hospital huts on the new principle, of fitting together in 
squares, are found to answer veiy badly. One occupied 
by the Coldstreams was nearly blown down, and the te- 
nants obliged to seek shelter elsewhere. They leak also, 
and warp considerably. Temperature very mild. 

26M. — ^Very cold, rather windy, and sky overcast. 
Nothing new. Mails behind hand. The docks were to 
have been blown up on Sunday, having been elaborately 
mined ; but the operation seems to have been deferred. 

21th. — Hard frost during the night, snow during the 
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earlier part of the day, and slight showers, with a mild 
temperature, in the evening. Nothing new. 

2SiA. — Heavy rain daring the night, and a Scotch 
mist this morning ; evening again wet. A perfect void 
of incident. 

2dtA. — ^Rain daring the night, and slight hail this 
morning ; afternoon moderately warm ; this evening, sharp 
fix)6t. The firing between the north and south sides of 
the town rather brisker. Preparations for blowing up the 
docks still incomplete. 

30M. — ^Weather as variable. In the morning fine 
and firosty ; at noon cold and windy ; this evening squally 
and wet. 

December Ist. — Last night, and rather early this 
morning, the wind blew a hurricane, and the tents ap- 
peared to be in much jeopardy. The pegs and poles, 
however, held gallantly. The hospital huts erected by 
the Grenadiers and Coldstreams were not so fortunate. 
Three out of four were prostrated. Happily but one 
contained inmates, and they escaped unhurt, I believe, 
except one man injured in the head. Want of lateral 
support appears to have been the main cause ; the fabric 
collapsing like a house of cards. The new huts may now 
be pronounced a complete failure ; the advantage of ex- 
pedition in their erection being more than counterbalanced 
by their want of safety, and leaking. 

2nd (SundayJ. — Last night almost equally stormy and 
wet. This day windy and cold, with hail. The heights 
beyond Baidar have, for the past week, been covered with 
snow. F p 
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Srd. — ^A tderably settled and temperate dajr; very 
favorable (time of year considered), for some steeple- 
chase races, whidi came off near the monast^. A 
great nmnber of officers of the various services attended ; 
amongst them, both Commanders-in-Chief. The races, 
on the whole, were well contested. The leaps, etc., were, 
of necessity, artificially constructed; the site being a 
rather stony valley. I believe gromid more fidapted for 
the purpose had been sought in vain between this place 
and Baidar. 

4itA. — ^A most disagreeable day, following a lainy 
night The first of the cold, raw, fogs, incidental to the 
end of November last year. I should have alluded to a 
sad occurrence yesterday; — three men of the 88th being 
killed and two wounded by the ^aemy's shell at Eara- 
belnaia. I see, in a despatch, MaridiaL Pelissier acknow- 
ledges the dreadful explosion that occurred some time 
ago, to have originated in Fr^ch magazines; without, 
howev^, being able to explain the cause. 

6tA. — ^The rain again changed to a diarp firost last 
night, followed by a thaw thia morning, and showers 
during the day. Nothing new. 

6M. — ^The weather became very tempestuous about 
dieven o'clock last nighl^ and so squally as to place the 
tents in danger of being blown down. The wind firom 
the south west. I passed the ni^t, for the most part, 
in watching, by the light of a candle, the vibrations of 
the tent pole, and in unpleasant speculations as to the 
strength of the ropes ; much as a sailor would regard the 
rigging of a ship. In the morning I discovered that I had 
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narrowly escaped being extinguished by an unlooked-for 
cause. Pole, pegs, and ropes, had held gallantly ; but the 
latter had been, many of them, nearly (some completely), 
drawn through their eyelet holes, by the combined strain 
of wind and rain. Hutting, apparently, at a stand still. 
The wind ceased at about eight o'clock, and the day has 
been calm, though very wet. No news of any kind. 

1th. — ^A fine mild day. this evening again rather 
stormy and windy. The effects of the late inclement 
weather are apparent in the occurrence of several cases 
of acute dropsy and catarrh. 

8/!i. — ^Again stormy and wet in the early part of the 
night, and so warm as to be rather oppressive with the 
usual amount of bed-clothes. To-day fine and more 
settled; the evening rather firosty. Not more than a 
third of my battalion are afforded the rather doubtful 
benefit of a leaky roof. In many of the regiments (the 
Brigade of Guards inclusive), the men have not yet got 
their long leather boots, and the ankle boots afford but 
an inadequate defence from the mud. 

9th (Sunday). — ^Last night agam windy and wet. 
To-day showery. Temperature keeps mild for the period 
oi year. Peace rumours again in the ascendant. 

lOM. — SUght frost last night, but tolerably fine to- 
day. Men continue healthy. 

Wth. — Slight frost again: sky much clouded and 
indicative of rain or snow. Mud beginning to dry up a 
little. From what I hear, it seems probable that but 
few more huts will be got up this winter. 

pp2 
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12/4. — ^Rather windy in the early hours of the morn- 
ing ; fine until evening, when it blew violently, succeeded 
soon by very heavy and continued rain. Temperature 
mild. I heard to-day, for the first time, of a successful 
afiair of picquets between the Russians and French, at 
the outposts of the latter, near the Belbec. The enemy 
attempted a surprise, partly drove the French back, and 
took a few prisoners. A detachment of the latter, how- 
ever, coming up, by the presence of mind of their officer, 
made a slight detour, — ^thus getting in the rear of the 
enemy, and placing them between two fires. The Rus- 
sians were repulsed, and sustained between one and two 
hundred casualties, prisoners, etc., including several offi- 
cers. The French loss comparatively trifling. The papers 
also allude to a recent and very successful foragmg expe- 
dition at Eupatoria. Planks are about being issued for 
flooring the men's tents. 

IStA. — A forcible illustration of the extreme variability 
of the weather has been given in the past night. About 
ten o'clock it blew violently for half an hour or so, when 
very heavy rain followed ; the temperature being quite 
warm. I could feel, during the night, a change to cold, 
and this morning, on looking out about seven o'clock, it 
was snowing briskly, a sharp frost having previously 
completely converted everything Uquid into ice. The 
canvass wall of the tent was almost stiff enough to skate 
on. It has continued cold all day, and there are indica- 
tions of more snow and frost to-night. 

14M. — Very hard frost last night, and continuing 
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throughout the day. Wimfy and snowy looking to-night. 
The raiment ccNitinues healthy ; no particular class of 
disease being preralent. 

IbtA. — Severe firost again. It was rumoured some 
days ago that Ears had been captured by the Russians, 
but subsequently the report was contradicted. It is 
again repeated, unfortunately, on such authority as to be 
generally credited. It is said, the place surrendered from 
want of food, on terms rather unusually Cetvourable,-^ 
the British and Egyptians being allowed to march off; 
the Turks only remaining prisoners. Omar Pasha is 
blamed for his dilatoriness. 

Marshal Pelissier has gone to France ; Sir Edmund 
Lyons and Sir William Codrington are also about to fol- 
low : the object, of course, is unknown, but it may be 
surmised that it is to concert future operations. 

I rode to Karabelnaia to-day, to get another glimpse 
at the docks before their long talked of destruction. The 
event is again postponed for some weeks, owing to the 
rain which lies in the basins to a considerable depth ; 
thus filling up the shafts. It is now being pumped off. 
The quantity of powder, in tin cases and barrels, will be 
nearly 40,000 lbs. in the portion — one half, I believe — 
which the English are to destroy. There are seventy-five 
shafts altogether. The French will explode earher, — in 
a week, I hear. Of course the result will be effected by 
a Voltaic battery. 

The barracks and hospitals are greatly dilapidated 
now, owing to the removal of materials ; but la^ quan- 
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titles of sach still remain — ^particularly wroQ^t stone, 
beautifully adapted for building. 

The dockyard range is still entire, and in some parts, 
occupied. A rude battery has been constructed on the 
site of Fort St Paul. From it I scanned the north skle 
through a glass. There is very dack firing now, and bat 
little signs of animation, although the works seem to be 
in perfect order, notwithstanding the recent rains. The 
French, judging from the long, stra^ling detachments 
that I met, are drawing large quantities of their force 
from Sebastopol. It is interesting to witness the neat- 
ness of the various burial grounds, since the leisure of 
the men has permitted of their employment in that 
manner. Some are enclosed, with the name of the re- 
giment over the entrance. Tablets are erected, and 
various little ornamental devices, as wdl as additional 
layers of earth on all the graves. The former idea may 
have been copied instinctively by our soldi^is from the 
French, who have carried their natural taste so far, that 
I have even seen garlands of wild flowers hanging over 
the head stones of some frivourite comrades. 

16M (Sunday.) — ^A very hard frost last night ; the 
glass very low, averaging, in the day time with a fire, 
between twenty and thirty degrees. Even with a stove 
in my tent, the water freezes. In their costumes, on 
fatigue duties, the men are almost as fancifulfy dressed 
as during the last winter — scarcely two alike : in the 
nether extremities the greatest variety exists. Certainly 
government contractors ^)pear to have vague ideas of the 
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dimensions of the humim foot 1 Last year the ankle boots 
would scarcely have fitted children ten years old; this 
year the long boots are so large that they twist aside 
beneath the foot, so as to look, and doubtless feel alike 
uncomfortable, and impede walking. Men have been 
seen, in fact, going barefooted, and carrying their boots ! 

A French suttler's (female) winter costume would 
rather startle a Loudon belle. One passes my tent daily, 
thus equipped : a handkerchief round the head, tied 
beneath the chin, a sheepskin coat ; long Wellington boots 
and spurs, with a very slight glimpse of a gown above 
them, and below the sheepskin. More perfectly at home, 
however, in this unfeminine attire, the occupant, a stout 
and not ill-looking middle-aged female, could not pos- 
sibly be. 

The animals pertaining to the Land Transport Corps, 
are said to have suffered a mortality as great as if all the 
privations of last year had been undergone by them. The 
loss from vMious causes, is said to amount to several 
thousand. 

17M. — ^A heavy fall of snow last night. Temperature 
more agreeable since. Nothing new. 

18/^. — More snow and hail last night ; the former 
is now from six to twelve inches deep. A tendency to 
thaw in the middle of tiie day, and again this evening. 
Mails long overdue ; a great disappointment under much 
circumstances as the present. Health of the men ex- 
cellent — probably better than if they were at home. 

l9tA. — ^A slight frtil of snow during the past night. 
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; to-night. Rumours of the Odessa Bank, at 
ing broken, and caused disturbances there. 
Weatlier the same as yesterday ; a tendency 
day, accompanied with frost. The French 
their portion of the docks. 
Severe frost last night, and continuing also 
the day. In a return of deaths during the 
r, I find my regiment has lost one hundred 
by disease and wounds, apart from those 
iiT the siege. 

'raday), — Frost more severe last night, and 
'liroughout the day. It would seem that the 
1 Kars still wants authentic corroboration. 
Weather the same as yesterday. Health of 
; ♦ cps good, 

Prost continues moderately severe, and to-day 
snow. 

Is, as cheerily as camp life admits, the second 
war. 



atrast, in every point of view, between the 
»f the troops at the termination of the year 
lasted with that of the preceding, cannot fail 
bly brought to the minds of all who witnessed 
"rings of the first period. A perfect organiza- 
rking of the numerous important departments 
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incidental to an army in an enemy's country, I apprehend, 
can scarcely be looked for under any circumstances ; for 
unforeseen contingencks must arise to interfere with pre- 
concerted arrangements, however car^ully planned. On 
this subject, others are more conversant and competent 
to judge. Neither am I in a position to speak decisively 
as to the health of the army at present. Taking my own 
corps and the other two regiments of Guards as examples, 
I conceive the ratio of sickness at this time to be less (from 
disease generally) than would probably have been the 
case had the men been quartered in London, or any other 
town at home. The cases have been few in my batta- 
lion, in which grave diseases appeared to me attributa- 
ble either to the climate or mode of life, apart from other 
exciting and predisposing causes. Erom one class of 
disease, notoriously the most fatal in troops on home ser- 
vice, — particularly in the Household Brigade, — experience 
has shewn, I think, indisputably, that very few cases have 
originated in the Crimea. I allude to consumption. 
Why this should be so in a climate in which the varia- 
bleness of temperature is most sudden and striking, is 
a difficult problem to solve, and I need not here enter 
into its discussion. Apart fit)m local causes — some 
necessarily dependent on, and arising from, a soldier's 
life in camp — ^I venture to record my belief that, were 
the ordinary habits and precautions of civilized life 
adopted, few, if any, parts of Europe would be found 
more conducive to health than the portion of the Crimea 
now occupied by the Allies. That the diseases which 
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decimated the anny during the siege, were attributable 
to the trials it has been my sad task to chronicle in the 
foregoing pages, and only contingently, on vicissitudes 
of climate, remediable by ordinary means, — the experience 
of the present winter has already strongly tended to 
prove. 

Before concluding, I may express a hope that the 
services of the Medical Staff Corps, newly organized, 
may be found the means of preserving many valuable 
lives on the field of battle. Hitherto the number of men, 
and means of transporting wounded, placed at the dis- 
posal of medical officers have been totally inadequate. 
At the Alma, all the stretchers and bearers (drummers) of 
my regiment were employed during the first few mo- 
ments of the action, and before the river was crossed. At 
Inkermann I have proved how necessary it is that am- 
bulances should be of the lightest construction consistent 
with their use, and drawn by strong animals. I think 
the Cacolets of the French, preferable, as a more conve- 
nient and quicker mode of conveying the wounded a 
short distance. 



FINIS. 



Walton and MilehaU, Prlnten, 94, Wudoar Straet, Oxford Stratt. 
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